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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 


Since the publication of the first edition of these Annals, in t8R6, 
I have obtained a large amount of additional and interesting informa¬ 
tion relating to the history of Augusta County, I may refer to the 
extracts from the records of Orange County Court, the journal of 
Thomas Lewis, and the records of baptisms by the Rev. John Craig, 
the last of which also contains other items of interest. The applica¬ 
tions for pension* by Revolutionary soldiers, in 1S3a. accidentally 
found, unindexed and tiniabcled, in the Clerk’s office of the County 
Court, has afforded much additional information in regard to the 
history of the county during that war. Having learned that the His¬ 
torical Society of Wisconsin contained two ancient manuscript* relating 
to the county, part of the collections of Dr. Lyman Draper, I applied 
for and obtained copies. These were muster rolls of the officer! and 
men comprising nine companies of militia in the fall of 174a, ami a list 
of persons killed or captured by Indians, in the county, from October, 
1754, to May, 175R. The latter was styled by l)r. Draper, “The 
Preston Register/' under the impression, it is presumed, that Col. 
William Preston was the author; but his name does not appear iti con¬ 
nection with the paper. In the former edition it is stated that John 
Trimble was the last white man killed by Indians within the present 
county. Local tradition was silent in regard to details, and I could 
get no other information, till afterwards a full narrative of the occur¬ 
rence, together with an account of the capture and rescue of Mrs. 
Estill and others, was sent me by Mr. Trimble’s descendants who live 
in Ohio. 


It is unaccountable to roe that no resident of the county, contempo¬ 
rary with the events, wrote a line about the thrilling events of the Indi¬ 
an wars. Readers of Parkmnn's historical works must have observed the 
fulness and accuracy of the narratives of events in New Kngtnmi dur¬ 
ing the same period. Various actors in the scenes described, left writ¬ 
ten accounts of the raids by French and Indians, giving dates ami 
many other particulars. But as far as I have discovered, no resident 
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of Augusta County thought it worth while to do anything of the kind. 
Col. William Preston Is said to have accompanied his uncle. Col. Pat¬ 
ton, to Draper’s Meadow, where the latter was killed. and although 
not present at the tragedy, most have known all the circumstances; 
hut if he ever wrote a letter in reference to the occurrence, it has not 
come down to ns. The Rev. John Brown lived within a few miles of 
Kerr'a Creek at the times of the massacres there, awl the victims were 
Ilia pttri>hioners, hut he put on record no account of these fearful oc¬ 
currences. Col. John Stuart, of Greenbrier, wrote n narrative of events 
in Ilia section of country*, and, as far as known to me, was the ouly 
contemporary who put pen to paper in regard to the events referred to. 

A paper purporting to he the diary of Mrs. Margaret Lewis, wife of) 
Col. John Lewis, has l>een printed mid much read | but it is a sheer 
fiction. The incidents related arc wholly inconsistent with the authen¬ 
tic history of the times in which Mrs. Lewis lived. She is described 
ns teaching tier daughters to play on the spinet; but the only instru¬ 
mental music she ever heard after coining into the wilderness, was the 
hum of the spinning wheel. 

In the absence of contemporary documents we have no informa¬ 
tion touching the matters alluded to, except what is afforded by oral 
tradition, which is generally vague and uncertain and often contradic¬ 
tory. Alexander Withers, an intelligent writer, collected and pub¬ 
lished iu his book called Chronicles 0/ Horder Warfare % many traditions, 
lnit appears to have taken no pains to verify the statements many of 
which are erroneous in various particulars. As n specimen of his inac- 
curacies, he says in one sentence that the name of Col. Patton was 
John, that he lived on James River, that Ills wife was a daughter of 
Benjamin Borden, and that William Preston was his son-in-law ; 
whereas his name was James, lie lived on South River, Augusta 
County, his wife was a Miss Osborne, and William Preston was his 
nephew and not otherwise related to him. He says also that Cot. John 
Stuart was the son of a John Stuart who came to Virginia w*itli Gover¬ 
nor Dinwiddie ; hat be was the son of David Stuart, who resided in 
Augusta before Dinwiddie came to the colony, and was no favorite of 
that irate Governor. 

It is remarkable that no one now living can tell the date of one of 
the two massacres by Indians on Kerr's Creek. One of them is known, 
from the record in an old Family Bible, to have occurred on the 17th of 
July, 1763 ; but whether the other occurred before or after is quite un- ! 
certain. Alexander Crawford and wife and John Trimble were killed * 
by Indian* within a few miles of Staunton, proliuhly on the same day, 
but the date can only be approximated. 




V 


I have been somewhat criticised on the score that I liavc devoted 
more space to persons comparatively obscure than to prominent men. 
I have done this purposely, my object being to give an account of the 
people. Distinguished or prominent men have other historians or 
biographers. 

A host of errors in the first edition arc corrected in this volume. 

For much of the new matter herein, I am indebted to my friend, 
Mr. Howe I*. Cochran, now deceased, who was an enthusiastic anti¬ 
quarian and most thorough in his researches. 

J. A. W. 


Stuuu/ou, July /, /{*>/. 



PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 


The basis of these Annals was prepared as a contribution to the 
11 istoricul and Geographical Atlas of Augusta County/* issued by 
Mem Waterman, Watkins & Co., of Chicago. That sketch was 
executed very hurriedly, and the space allotted to it in the Allas was 
limited. Therefore some errors appear in the work, and much matter 
then on hand was necessarily omitted. Moreover, the work was hard¬ 
ly in press tjeforc I found new matter, not known or not accessible to 
me previously. My interest in the subject having been quickened, in¬ 
formation in regard to the history of the county came to me almost un¬ 
sought, and often from unexpected sources. This augmented result is 
intended as well to correct former errors, os to relate the history more 
fully from the first settlement of the county, in 1732, to the year 1871. 

The county of Augusta originally extended from the Blue Ridge 
to the Mississippi river, cast and west, and from the great takes on the 
north to the northern boundary of the present State of Tennessee cm 
the south. The history of this vast region properly Iwlongs to our 
Annuls until the year 1769, when Botetourt county wax formed. As 
the limits of Augusta were reduced by the formation of other counties 
•nit of her territory, from time to time, the scope of the history is sim¬ 
ultaneously and correspondingly contracted. 


I have taken the utmost pains to secure jicrfcct accuracy. The 
errors fas details of most writer* who have alluded to our countv affairs 
and people, are remarkable. The Writers referred to have not only 
copied from one another without investigation, and thereby repeated 
erroneous statements, but some of them have contradicted themselves 
in the same volume Even the statements of the public records, es¬ 
pecially in respect to dates, often require to be verified. 

But while I have aspired to perfect accuracy*, 1 do not flatter my¬ 
self that the following pages are entirely free from error. I have stated 
nothing ns a fact, of the truth of which I am doubtful Many state¬ 
ments which I do not regard as certainly correct, arc given on the nu- 
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thority of other writers, prefaced by the words, “It w Mid, or "It is 
related / 1 

It has been my intention to give frill credit to every writer whom 
I have quoted, and I think this has been done in the body of the work. 
I am indebted to the files of the Slautt/o w Spectator, edited by Richard 
Mauz.y, Bsq., for most of the facts embraced in the last chapter, on 
# 'Reconstruction. M To forestall any charge of plagiarism, I state that 
having at different times published in the columns of Staunton news¬ 
papers communications relating to the history of the county, I have 
copied from these without credit whenever it suited my purpose to do 
so. Through the kindness of Judge William McLaughlin I have hod 
the opportunity of making extracts from the “History of Washington 
College,'' by the Rev. Dr. Ruffner; and "Sketches of the Early Trus¬ 
tees 6f Washington College,'* by Hugh Blair Grigsby, Esq. Both 
these interesting works are still in manuscript, and neither was com¬ 
pleted by its author. To the following gentlemen I am indebted for 
assistance: Wm. A. Anderson, Esq., of Lexington; R. A. Brock, 
Esq., of Richmond ; G. F. Compton, Esq.,of Harrisonburg; Dr. Cary 
B. Gamble, of Baltimore ; Annistead C. Gordon, Esq., of Stauuton : 
Dr. Andrew Simouda, of Charleston, S. C., and John W. Stephenson, 
Esq., of the Warm Springs. I am also under obligations to Mrs. S. C. 
P. Miller, of Princeton, N. J. 

I have not attempted to write n stately history, but merely to re¬ 
late all interesting (acts concerning the comity, in a Hidd style anti in 
chronological order. Hence the title M Annals," has been adopted de¬ 
liberately. Many trivial incidents have been mentioned, because they 
seem to illustrate the history of the times ami the maimers and cus¬ 
toms of the people. 

The present work was undertaken with no expectation of pecuni¬ 
ary reward. It has been to me a labor of love. From my early child¬ 
hood I have cherished a warm affection for my native county—her peo¬ 
ple, and her very soil. I have sought to r es cue from oblivion und hand 
down to posterity, at least the names of many citizens, who, although 
not great in the ordinary sense. Used well in their day and are worthy 
of commemoration. 

A representation of the seal of the County Court of Augusta, com¬ 
monly called the County Seal, is given on the title page. When am! 
by whom the seal was designed is uot known. Possibly it was by n 
member of the faculty of William and Mary College, at the request of 
one of onr colonial governors, who were required by law to provide 
seals for courts. 
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The motto is an accommodation of a passage in Horace, Book IV, 
Ode 2, This Ode expresses delight in the peace and prosperity which 
came after the long civil wars of Rome. Referring to Augustus, the 
poet says the heavenly powers ne’er gave the earth a nobler eon— 

*'Xor e’er will give, though luickward lituc should run 
To iti» first golden hours." 

The Latin words are : Nee debunt qnamvii redeant in aurum 
Tempora p risen m. 

The motto may be translated thus : “Let the ages return to the 
first golden period.” The allusion is, of course, to the fabulous 
•'Golden Age” of primal simplicity and enjoyment; and the Rotnnn 
poets held out the hope that this happy state of things would one day 
return. 

It would seem that the seal was devised during the fearful Indian 
wars, when every one was longing for the safety and rest of former 
times. Full of such expirations, the designer, in addition to the mot¬ 
to, delineated in the centre of the seal a tranquil pastoral scene, as em¬ 
blematic of the wished-for times. Such a scene would not ordinarily 
have been depicted in a time of peace, but during, or immediately after, 
the havoc of war. In peace, the minds of men gloat over the achieve¬ 
ments of war, and in war they dwell upon “thepiping times of peace.” 

The name of the county, however, was suggestive of the motto 
and emblem, as the poet Virgil celebrated the Emperor Augustus as 

•'Restorer of the age of gold." 

J. A. W 

Staunton , November /, 1886. 
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ANNALS 



Augusta County, Virginia. 


1 INTRODUCTION. 


THE SCOTCH-IRISH. 

Tbc early settlers of Augusta County were people of the Scotch¬ 
ing race; and, up to the time of the Revolutionary war, very few per¬ 
sona of any other race came to live in the county. Their descendants 
must wish to know who the Scotch-Irish were, and what induced them 
to leave their native land and come to America. Therefore a sketch 
of the origin and history of the people so-called, is not out of place 
here. 

Our chief authorities are a work styled "Plantation Papers," being 
an account of the settlements in Ulster in 1610, by the Rev. George 
Hill; and Reid's History of the "Presbyterian Church in Ireland. " 

The history of the Scotch-Irish is necessarily a history of the 
troubles they suffered on account of their religion. It must he home 
in mind, however, in this connection, that the great principle of relig¬ 
ions liberty was not recognized in the 17th and the early part of the 
18th centuries. The opinion prevailed that it was the duty of the 
civil government to maintain the church; and, the church being 
divided into various sects, nearly every sect was striving to obtain 
government recognition and support, to the exclusion of every other. 
In nearly all European countries some one church w ns established by 
law, and nonconformity to it was regarded as disloyal and punishable: 
and no doubt some good men believed they were doing God service 
by trying to crush out all those who followed not with them. And it 
was too often the case that the persecuted became persecutors when 
they obtained the power. Of course, tio church of the present day is 
responsible for the errors and wrongs of a former age. 
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AunAus or AvmsrTA cotnmr, 


Ulster, the most northern province of Ireland, is composed of the 
following nine counties: Antrim, Armagh, Cavan, Donigal, Down, 
Fermanagh, Londonderry. Monaghan, and Tyrone. 

In consequence of rebellions in Ireland during the latter years of 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Urge portions of the land held by the 
titled proprietors were confiscated, and many new settlers were intro¬ 
duced from England. At the time James came to the throne, the 
country enjoyed peace, which was due to the desolation* the land had 
suffered. The province of Ulster was almost depopulated. The rem¬ 
nant of its inhabitants suffered the combined horrors of pestilence and 
famine. With the exception of a few fortified cities, the towns and 
villages were destroyed ; and scarcely any buildings remained except 
the castles of the English conquerors, or the wretched cabins of the 
natives. There was scarcely any cultivation, and many of the people 
betook themselves to woods where they lived almost in a state of 
nature. The state of civilization among the natives may be inferred 
from the fact that they attached horses to the plows by their tails,* 

Early in the reign of James I, several of the leading landed pro¬ 
prietors in Ulster engaged in a conspiracy to dethrone the King. The 
plot was discuvctcd, and Lonls Tyrooc, Tyrconneil and others, flying 
from the country, their lands were confiscated and taken possession 
of by the crown. Thus about 500,000 acres were at the disposal of the 
King. The lands were parceled out to favorites of the King, English 
and Scotch, as rewards for sendees rendered or expected. The natives 
of the soil were treated with little consideration, being relegated to the 
more rugged and barren parts of the country. A few natives received 
small allotments here and there. Only forty of them in the large 
county of Donigal obtained small grants in 11 dreary region, and forty- 
five in Fermanagh. 

In the Autumn of 1609, Commissioners started from Dubliu, ac¬ 
companied by a military force, to survey the confiscated lands, and as* 
sign tlic allotments to the new* owners. They went from county to 
county. Previous to this, however, there had been a rush of people 
from the highlands of Scotland. A11 old chronicler, the Rev. Andrew 
Stewart, tells of the multitudes that came now* the Irish Sea and the 
North Channel. He described them as a wild and lawless set. ~who 
for debt, and breaking and fleeing from justice, or seeking shelter from 
charges of manslaughter in their don fights, came hither, hoping to be 
without fear of man’s justice, in a land where there was nothing, or 
but little as yet, of the fear of GotL M Some years afterwards come 
another flight of wild Highlanders. The Rev. Mr. Blair, a Scottish 
minister, of Irvine in Ayreshirv, relates “that above ten thousand per- 
* Plantation Papers. 
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sons haw. within two years lost past. left their country wherein they . 
lived, which was betwixt Aberdeen and Inverness, and arc gone for 
Ireland ; they have come by one hundred in a company through this 
town, and three hundred have gone hence together, shipping for Ire¬ 
land at one tide." 

This volunteer immigration became annoying to the authorities of 
Ireland, and a warrant was issued "to stay the landing of these Scotch 
that came without a certification." It is not likely that all of the 
"Highland host" took root and remained in Ulster ; there was much 
coming and going for many years ; but the Highlanders who came it» 
and remained, account for the many Macs who constituted so large a 
port of the Scotch-Irish race. 

From 1609 and on, however, a poor but more staid class of people I 
were introduced from the lowlands of Scotland by the new proprietors. I 
The lands of Ulster soon yielded the new-comcrs abundant harvests, 
and others of their countrymen sold out in Scotland and crossed over 
to Ireland. Many houses were built, and farms stocked with cattle ; 
but they were for some time not allowed to live in peace and safety, 
the woods and fastnesses being frequented by bands of natives, who 
plundered on every opportunity. 

Some of the Scotch proprietors were rather slow in settling ami 
improving their estates, and were rated angrily by the King. There 
were plenty of English anxious to go and "planish the whole land/* 
he said, but out of his tender low for his ancient subjects, he had been 
pleased to make choice of them. Thus stimulated, and encouraged by 
the reports of fine crops in Ulster, the Scotch awoke to a fervid loyalty 
to the King and desire to civilize the Irish, "or such of them as had 
escaped the wrath of God, or rather the raiding of cruel and licentious 

Englishmen ' * . 

King James interested the Corporation of London in the planta¬ 
tion of Ulster, the object being to reduce "the savage and rebellious I 
people to civility, peace, religion and obedience.* Accordingly the 
whole county of Coleraine was assigned to the Londoners, who changed 
the name to Londonderry, and founded the town of Derry. 

The names of many of the Scotch settlers, incidentally mentioned 
in the book wc hnve quoted, are identical with those of the people of 
eValk ;inia. 

Froude, speaking of the Scotch settlers in Ulster, says : " They 

went over to earn a living by labor, in a land which hod produced 
hitherto thtlc but banditti. They built towns and villages; they es¬ 
tablished trades and manufactures; they enclosed fields, raised farm 
houses and homesteads where till then there had been but robbers, 

• !1 natation I*npen. 



ANNA US OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 


« 

castles, wattled huts, or holes in the earth like rabbit burrows* Wb 
without artificial distinctions* they were saved from degenerating ii 
the native type by their religion, then growing in its first enthtLsta 
into a living power, which pervaded their entire being.’ * 

The Scotch did not degenerate in Ulster, nor did they mingle 
intermarriage with the natii’es; but, while their intelligence, indus 
ami thrift soon transformed the face of the country, most of them w 
at first far from being a religious people. We have seen what char 
ter the Rev. Mr, Stewart attributed to most of them. Elsewhere 
learn that a great many of them were openly profane and intmot 
caring for no church. In their native laud, "going to Ireland” v 
regarded as a token of a disreputable person. But, in the course 
time, a number of pious and zealous ministers came over from Sc 
land, and several from England, of like spirit; and, through the cflt 
of these good men, a great religious reformation occurred. A me 
the Scotch ministers were Josiah Welsh, a grand-son of John Km 
and the celebrated John Livingston, who was famous us a prcacl 
aud scholar. This reformation occurred al>out the year 1625. 8 
from that time the religious character of the people dates. Mr. We 
says: “God had taken by the heart hundreds that never knew h 
before.” Mr. Stewart wrote that Cod followed the people when tl 
fled from him. This religious revival attracted attention both in Sc 
land aud England, and has often been referred to us one of the m 
remarkable events of the kind siuce the days of the Apostles. Re 
the historiau, referring to the marked chauge in the character of i 
people, says : 4 ‘The gospel shot forth its branches in Ulster w 

wonderful rapidity, till, like the graiuof mustard, it became a gi 
and noble tree, which, after the lapse of two centuries and the beali 
of many bitter storms, stands at the present day, more firm and vig 
ous than ever.” 

Ireland, being a dependency of England, the church of thelat 
country was extended over the former ; but, during the reign of Jan 
I, the distinction between Conformists and Nonconformists was t 
known in the former. The rulers of the church received all the m 
isters who offered themselves, and were sound in the faith, and of 5 
ficieut learning ; but though included iu the pule of the establish 
Episcopal Church, the Scottish ministers in Ulster maintained t 
peculiarities which distinguished the Presbyterian Church. 

Charles I, came to the throne iu 1625, and for some years Ircla 
enjoyed peace. Archbishop Laud, however, became the dotnirn 
power in England, and in 1632 issued orders for the trial by the Bisti 
of Down and Connor of certain alleged "fanatical disturbers of 1 
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peace of his diocese." The bishop chose rather to cite four Scotch 
ministers, including John Livingston, and on their refusal to conform 
to the church of England, ('* there being no luw or canon of that 
kingdom requiring it,'*) all four were deposed from the miuistry and 
prohibited from preaching. The aggrieved parties appealed to Arch¬ 
bishop Usher, the Primate of Ireland, a liberal and benevolent prelate, 
but be disclaimed having authority to interfere. 

Despairing of relief for themselves, and discovering the storm 
which was gathering around others, the deposed ministers began to 
look out for some place of refuge where religious liberty might be en¬ 
joyed. They resolved to send a minister and layman to New England 
to report as to the advisability of removal to that couiitrv, and the 
commissioners proceeded to London in 1634, on their way, but were 
prevented from going further. 

The constitution of the Irish Episcopal Church was settled in 
1634, and pursuant thereto it was ordered that e v ery minister sub¬ 
scribe the canons and read them publicly in his church once a year. 
Wentworth, afterwards Earl of Strafford, was now at the head of affairs 
in Ireland, and ready to make all recusants feel the weight of his 
power. 

In consequence of the oppressions suffered by the Ulster Scotch, 
they ogoiu determined to seek religious liberty in the wilds of America. 
They built a ship, which they called Eaglcwing, and on September, 
9th. 1636, one hundred and forty of them, including Several ministers, 
embarked for New England. They encountered heavy storms, and 
when near the banks of New Foundlaud concluded that it was not the 
Lord's will they should proceed. Therefore they turned back, and oti 
the 3rd of March, came to anchor in Loch Fergus. 

The deposed ministers continued to preach as they had opportu¬ 
nity. but steps were taken to arrest them. They, therefore, escaped 
to Scotland, to which country many of the people fled to avoid the 
fines and other punishments which bezan to be inflicted on the non¬ 
conforming laity. The numher of refugees was so large os to seriously 
y effect the prosperity of the province. Many who did not fly were com¬ 
mitted to prison. During that time it was customary for many people 
to go over from Ireland at the stated communion services in Scotland ; 
audon one occasion, says Reid. * 4 five hundred persons, principally 
from county Down, visited Scotland, to receive that ordinance from the 
bauds of Mr. Livingston." It was ascertained in 1638, that the num¬ 
ber of men itt Ulster, able to bear arms, was above forty thousand. 

In May, 1639, all the residents in Ulster above the age of sixteen, 
male and female, except Catholics, were required by proclamation to 
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castles, wattled huts, or holes in the earth like rabbit burrows. W hile, 
without artificial distinctions, they were saved from degenerating into 
the native type by tbeir religion, then growing in its first enthusiasm 
into a living power, which pervaded their entire being.” 

The Scotch did not degenerate in Ulster, nor did they mingle by 
intermarriage with the natives ; but. while their intelligence:, industry 
and thrift soon transformed the face of the country, mast of them were 
at first far from being a religious people. We have seen what charac¬ 
ter the Rev. Mr. Stewart attributed to most of them. Elsewhere we 
learn that a great many of them were openly profane and immoral, 
caring for no church. In their native land. "going to Ireland'* was 
regarded os a token of a disreputable person. Hut, in the course of 
time, a number of pious and zealous ministers came over from Scot¬ 
land. and several from England, of like spirit; and. through the efforts 
of these good men, a great religious reformation occurred. Among 
the Scotch ministers were Jossah Welsh, a grand-son of John Knox, 
and the celebrated John Livingston, who was famous as a preacher 
and scholar. This reformation occurred about the year 1625, and 
from that time the religious character of the people dates. Mr. Welsh 
says ; 4 *God had taken by the heart hundreds that never knew him 
before.” Mr. Stewart wrote that God followed the people when they 
fled from him. This religious revival attracted attention both in Scot- 
land and England, and has often been referred to as one of the most 
remarkable events of the kind since the days of the Apostles. Reid, 
the historian, referring to the marked change in the character of the 
people, says: *‘The gospel shot forth its branches in Ulster with 
wonderful rapidity, till, like the grain of mustard, it became a great 
and noble tree, which, after the lapse of two centuries suid the beating 
of many bitter storms, stands at the present day, more firm and vigor¬ 
ous than ever.” 

Ireland, being a dependency of England, the church of the latter 
country was extended over the former ; but, during the reign of James 
I, the distinction between Conformists and Nonconformists was un¬ 
known in the former. The rulers of the church received oil the min¬ 
isters who offered themselves, and were sound in the faith, and of suf¬ 
ficient learning ; but though included in the pale of the established 
Episcopal Church, the Scottish ministers in Ulster maintained the 
peculiarities which distinguished the Presbyterian Church. 

Charles I, came to the throne in 1625, and for some years Ireland 
enjoyed peace. Archbishop Laud, however, became the dominant 
power in England, and in 1632 issued orders for the trial by the Bishop 
ofDownaud Connor of certain alleged 14 fanatical disturbers of the 
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what was known as the "Black Oath.*’ binding them to yield an 
4 jf nnconditional obedience to all royal commands, civil or religions, just 
or unjust. Many of the people refused to take the oath in the unqali- 
fied form in which it was proposed On these the heaviest penalties 
of the law. short of death, were inflicted. Crowds of defenceless 
females fled to the woods, and concealed themselves in caves. Respec¬ 
table persons were bound together with chains and confined in dnnge- 
otts. Several were dragged to Dublin and heavily fined. Multitudes 
fled to Scotland, leaving their homes to go to min; while so many of 
the laboring people abandoned the country, that it was scarcely possi¬ 
ble to carry on the work of harvest. 



i 




After Laud and Strafford were hurled from power, and the King 
was deposed, Ireland, fora time, enjoyed peace find unprecedented 
prosperity. To the Catholics, as well as the Protestants of all sects, 
ample toleration was allowed. In 1641. however, the native Irish rose 
in rebellion. “The insurrection,'’ saya Reid, “was speedily converted 
into a religious war, carried on with a vindictive fury and a savage 
ferocity which have been seldom exceeded." Many women and chil¬ 
dren were ruthlessly slaughtered. Ulster was converted into "a field 
of blood.* About thirty ministers were'massacred. The brunt of 
the conflict fell upon the people of English origin. In addition, a pes¬ 
tilence broke ont which swept off many thousands of people. The 
rebellion extended to other parts of Ireland, bat more moderation was 
displayed by the confederate Roman Catholics, and many of them 
denounced in strong terms the massacres which had almost depopula¬ 
ted Ulster. 

As a body, the Presbyterians suffered lew by the rebellion than 
any other daw* Many of them had retired to Scotland to escape the 
tyranny of Strafford and the severities of the Bishops, and were thus 
preserved. Those who remained in the country were, at first, unmo¬ 
lested by the Irish, and by the time the storm felt on them, they were 
prepared for the attack, and frequently repulsed the assailants. Troops 
arrived from Scotland, and daring the year 1641, the rebellion was 
suppressed. Few of the English clergy, and nut one prelate, remained 
in Ulster. The people of Scottish birth or descent, who had left the 
Province, gradually returned, and this claw became a majority of the 

population. 

During the cxiatence of the Commonwealth, the Presbyterians in 
Ulster were for a time not molestetl by the government, and Reid 
states that they were joined by many of the Episcopal cl e rg y . From 
this period, he further says, may be dated the commencement of the 
••Second Reformation" with which the Province was favored. 
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The motion of “bringing home the King,” Charles II, is said to 
have been made first by ministers of the Church of Scotland, and in 
this they displayed little worldly wisdom, as they demanded no guar¬ 
antees for civil and religious liberty. But they were no doubt deluded 
by the promises made by Charles while in exile. He was proclaimed 
King in London May 8th, and in Dublin May 14, 1660, and it was not 
long till he repudiated utl his promises and even solemn oaths. He dc- | 
dared iti favor of Prelacy, refused toleration to Nonconformists, nnd | 
named Bishop* for all the dioceses in Ireland. 

It was during the seven preceding years that the Presbyterian 
church in Ulster acquired strength to withstand the storms which 
afterwards arose. In 1653, scarcely more than a half dozen ministers 
ventured to remain in the country ; in 1660, however, there were not 
less than seventy ministers regularly settled, having under them 
eighty congregations, embracing a population of about one hundred 
thousand. 

As usual at such times, many persons who had been zealous suppor¬ 
ters of Cromwell, proved their new-born loyalty to the King by de¬ 
nounring and persecuting those whom they had shortly before pursued 
for their attachment to monarchy. 

The Irish Parliament met on the 8th of May. the House of Lords 
being com|M>scd largely of the Bishops. The new speaker of the Com¬ 
mons had been a violent opponent of prelacy, but was now an ardetit 
conformist. A declaration was put forth establishing the former ccclc- ' 
astical laws, and forbidding all to preach who would not .conform. The 
dissenting ministers remained among their people, however, and offic¬ 
iating in private, were not immediately molested. 

The Duke of Ormond, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, convinced of 
the loyalty of the Presbyterians, refrained from harassing them ; and 
the oppressions of the ecclesiastical courts and the exorbitant demands 
of the established clergy for tithes, constituted their principal griev¬ 
ances. At this time the people of Scotland were suffering the most 
intolerable persecution, and the Ulster Scotch lived in comparative 
peace and comfort. Their ministers preached in bams, and adminis¬ 
tered the sacraments in the night. By degrees they attained to such 
freedom, that in 1668, they began to build meeting-houses, and to 
officiate iu public. They were, however, precluded from ordaining 
new minister*, and from holding meetings for the exercise of ecclesias- 
tical jurisdiction. Even at the burial of their dead, they were hardly 
permitted to conduct the services according to lliclr own usages. ( 

In the year 1673, a strange thing happened in the history of the 
Ulster Dissenters—King Charles II, of his own motion, ordered twelve 
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hundred pounds to be distributed annually to the ministers, in consid¬ 
eration of their former sufferings on account of their loyalty ; and the 
grant was continued for many years under successive sovereigns. Thus 
a body of men not recognized by law, and legally outlaws, were the 
recipients of royal l 




ity. (We should feel more respect for them if 
they had declined the gift.) But throughout, the trouble to which 
Dissenters were subjected, was not caused so much by the civil as by 
the ecclesiastical authorities. Dean Swift, High Churchman os he 
was, gives a woftil account of the Bishops of the Irish established 
church. lie describes them as highwaymen, who wnylayed and mur¬ 
dered the persons appointed in England, and stealing their credentials, 
came to Dublin and were consecrated in their stead. * 

For many years, the Dissenters were hurrossctl on account of 
marriages solemnized by their ministers, although publicly, after proc¬ 
lamation, and after payment of fees to the established clergy. Such 
marriages, although irregular, were recogni/cd, and the offspring treat¬ 
ed as legitimate, by the civil courts. But the Bishops considered them 
serious ecclesiastical offences. In their court* the marriages were de¬ 
clared to be void, the parties guilty of llscVin of fornication, and their 
children pronounced bastards.* 

The battle of Bothwell Bridge, in Scotland, occurred on Jane 22, 
1679. Some of the prisoners taken there and who escaped, made their 
way to Ulster, and from them many of the people of Augusta County 
have descended, J 

For observing a fast-day in i6Si, four ministers were sentenced to 
pay n fine of twenty pounds each, or be imprisoned, and were confined 

• Fronde. 


t An appendix to the old Scotch book called “A Clone! of Witnesses," says: 
"Anno 107U. of the prisoners taken at Bothwell, write banished to America, 250 

who were taken away by-Paterson, a merchant of Ucith, who transacted for 

them with Provost Mil us, Iainl of Barn ton. the man that first burnt the covenant, 
whereof 200 were drowned by shipwreck at a place called the Mulehead of 
Harness, near Orkney, being ahnt up by the said Paterson's order beneath the 
hatches—50 escaped," The Bothwell prisoncss were herded like cattle for many 
months in Gray friars* churchyard, Edinburgh, without shelter, half clad ami half 
starve*!. Those who refnaed to take the oath of allegiance to the persecuting 
government were sentenced to banishment. The Ust of these men reads like a 
muster roll of Augusta county people, including the familiar names of Anderson, 
Bell, Brown, Brownke, Coch r an. Craig, Campbell, Finley, Hutchison. Hamilton, 
Henderson, Morrison, Reid, Scott, Steele, \t£ddcll, Walker, White, Wilson. Ac. 
The following are the names of some of the prisoptrs who survived the shipwreck 
and escaped to Ireland : John Thomson, William Waddell, John Gardner, Thomas 
Miller, Thomas Thomson, Andrew Thomson, Hugh Montgomery, John Martin, 
Andrew Clark and James Yonng. 
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for more than sight months. Thereupon the meeting house* in Ulster 
were dosed, and public worship prohibited. This state of affairs con* I 
tinning for several years, many of the ministers declared their in ten- * 
tioti to emigrate to America, but were induced to remain, hoping for 1 
better times. 

James II came to the throne in February, 1685, and then the 
clergy and members of the established church began to feel the brunt 
of persecution. Every favor was shown by the King to Roman Cath¬ 
olics. and to gain the support of Dissenters, he issued his ‘ * Declaration 
for liberty of conscience.’ This afforded relief to the Presbyterians, 
and the fears of the established clergy for their own safety induced 
them to relax in their severities towards Nonconformists. In this I 
hour of peril* the Presbyterians forgot their recent sufferings, and made 
common cause with the Episcopalians in opposition to the despotic and* 
bigoted monarch. They were the first to hail the arrival of William, 
Prince of Orange. The native Irish rose in behalf of King James, and | 
a general massacre of Protestants was threatened. In 1688, the Earl 
of Antrim* a partisan of James* was approaching Londonderry to occu¬ 
py it with his regiment. A majority of the established clergy inculcat¬ 
ed the necessity of non resistance; but a number of resolute youths, 
called "The Prentice Boys of Derry,** encouraged by the bulk of the 
inhabitants, seized the keys and closed the gates against the Earl. The 
small town of Derry thus became the only refuge of the Protestants of 
Ulster, Upon the march northward of the army of James, says Ma- 
cauley, *'all Lisburn fled to Antrim, and, as the foes drew near, all 
Lisburn and Antrim together enme pouring into Londonderry, Thirty I 
thousand Protestants, of both sexes and of every age were crowded be¬ 
hind the bulwarks of the City of Refuge. The ordinary population or 
the town and suburbs furnished only about six hundred fighting men ; 
but when the siege began there were 7,300 men armed for defence.” 
Dissenters haring been excluded from offices in the array, none of that 
class were fitted by previous military experience for command. There¬ 
fore a majority of the higher officers were of the Church of England. 

A majority of the inferior officers, captains and others, were Presbyte¬ 
rians. and of the soldiers and people generally, the Dissenters out¬ 
numbered the others by fifteen to one. The commanding officer, Lundy, 
proposed to surrender ; but the great body of the soldiers and people, 
headed by Capt. Adam Murray, defeated the scheme, and Lundy was 
compelled to fly from the town in disguise. Even the Rev. Mr. 
Walker, the assistant governor, who afterwards claimed most of the 
credit of the defence for himself, wavered and was disposed to capitu¬ 
late. * 

• Reid. 
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•‘Now," nay* Froudc, in his History of Ireland, “was again wit¬ 
nessed what Calvinism—though Its fires were waning—could do in 
making common men into heroes. Deserted by the English regiments, 
betrayed by their own commander, without stores and half armed, the 
shopkeepers and apprentices of a commercial town prepared to defend 
an unfortified city against a disciplined army of 25,000 men, led by 
trained officers, am! amply provided with artillery. They were cut off 
from the sea by a boom across the river. Fever, cholera and famine 
came to the aid of the besiegers. Rats came to be dantics. am! hides 
and shoe leather were ordinary fare. They saw their children pine 
away atul die—they were wasted themselves till they could scarce 
handle their firelocks on their ramparts/' Still they held on through 

I inorc than three miserable months. Finally, a frigate and two provis¬ 
ion ships came in, and Derry was saved. The garrison had been re¬ 
duced to about three thousand men. Enniskillen was successfully de¬ 
fended in like manner. 

Seldom has an unfortified and ill-supplied place been defended 
with such obstinate valor. On the 31st of July, the siege was raised, 
having lasted 105 days. Before retiring the army of James lost an 
hundred officers and between 8,000 and 9,000 men. 

The Duke of Schombcrg and his army arrived in August, and 
secured comparative peace and safety to the inhabitants. Soon there¬ 
after. King W illiam wrote to Schombcrg, recommending the Ulster 
Scotch to his protection. 

The law prohibiting Presbyterian ministers from officiating in 
public was still in force, and Presbyterians were still legally incapable 
of holding any public office. These laws, however, were not enforced 
for a time. But as soon as the recent danger was over, there was a 
renewal of unfriendly feeling on the part of the established clergy to¬ 
ward* the Presbyterians, and occasionally one of the former sought to 
revive the penalties of the law against a dissenting brother. 

The first step which King William caused to be taken for the re¬ 
lief of the Irish Presbyterian*, was the abolition of the oath of supre¬ 
macy, Accordingly, the English Parliament passed an act, in 1691, 
1 abolishing the oath, and substituting another which the dissenters did 
not scruple to take, and thereby all public employments were opened 
up to them. Still the public exercise of their religions worship, 
though connived at, was legally prohibited under heavy penalties. 

It was well known that King William was anxious to obtain from 
I the British Parliament the abolition of tests, and to secure for his Dis¬ 
senting subjects in England ample toleration ; but his plans were de¬ 
feated by the High Church party* The same influence arrested his 
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measures for the protection of the Irish Presbyterians. Tin* Irish 
Bishops, who constituted a majority of their House of Lords, insisted 
upon ‘'Sacramental Tests," by which all public officers should be re¬ 
quired to receive the communion as administered by the clergy of the 
Church of F.ngland. Public opinion and the favor of the executive 
relieved Dissenters from some of their annoyances; and the parochial 
clergy generally and ITrabyterian ministers cooperated in repairing 
the disasters of the war. 

The matter of marriages by Presbyterian clergymen was again 
brought forward. The ministers were ‘'libeled** in the Bishop’s 
courts for ce!cl>rating the marriages of their own people, and heavy’ 
penalties were imposed upon them; and the parties married were con¬ 
demned, either publicly to confess themselves guilty of sinful cohabi¬ 
tation. or to pay heavy fines to the officers of the Courts ; while the 
marriages of those who refused to submit, were declared void, and 
their children pronounced illegitimate. No attempt was made, how¬ 
ever, by the established clergy, to have the validity of such marriages 
tested in the civil courts, for the reason that they had been held to be 
valid contracts, though irregularly entered into. 

During the time of Cromwell, a number of French Protestant 
refugees settled in Ircluud, and afterwards, upon the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes, many more came over. Being of the same religions 
faith as the Ulster Presbyterians, they affiliated with them, and thus 
it is that some French names appear among the Scotch-Irish. 

King Wiliam died in March, 1702, nil his efforts to obtain Par¬ 
liamentary relief and protection for the Dissenters in Ireland, having 
failed. Queen Anne immediately placed herself under the guidance 
of the High CluircTi Tories, niul from 1 he loginning gf her reign the 
s eries o f ant:-]xq »-• r \ laws t* r,.m which have been the cause of so much 
misery* to Ireland, T he Sac ramental Test Act was now enacted, by 
which al^N^pcanforniists, Protestant* ~aiid Citholies, were excluded 
frotupuhJic^gfJpes. ^TTie Roman Catholics employed counsel tooppose 
the measure, and in his appeal he reminded the Parliament of the ser¬ 
vices of Protestant Dissenters in the defence of Londonderry and 
Enniskillen. They were then thought fit to command, he said. 
Whatever Papists might be thought to deserve, the Dissenters stood 
dear before the government, and to pass the bill would be an unkind 
return and poor encouragement for them or others to do likewise in a 
similar emergency. But all in vain. The hill was passed in 1704. 
and received the royal assent. Thenceforth jk) Pn»byterjgiijcould 
hold^any office, civil or military. A majority of the city officers of 
Lomlondcrry were tumeJout, and that too in a dty which most of 
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I these men had contributed to preserve by their services and suffering* 
during the siege. * Throughout Ulster most of the magistrates were 
ejected, and others appointed 4, who had nothing to recommend them 
but their going to church." (Dc Foe.) 

In addition to the oppressions on account of their religion, the 
industry and commerce of the people of Ulster were systematically re¬ 
pressed by the English government. Twenty thousand people left 
f Ulster on the destruction of their woolen trade in 1698. Many more 
were driven away by the passage of the Test Act. The wonder is that 
the whole people did not leave the conn try, and seek rest elsewhere 
from their intolerable harassment!. But, notwithstanding their oppres¬ 
sions, they enjoyed a good degree of business prosperity, so that at 
one time they were able to send pecuniary relief to their suffering co¬ 
religionist* in Holland. Their fodtufry amJ Ihrift enabled them <0 
survive, ami to some extent flourish, in the midst of the oppressive 
, measures of government. Moreover, they were constantly buoyed up 
I by the hope of relief. 

In 1711, the Tory part?’ of England came into power again, and 
this political revolution was the signal of a fresh outburst of High 
Church real against Dissenters. Appeal after appeal was addressed 
^ by the Diatcntcrs of Ireland to the authorities in England, and one 
Commissioner after another was sent to represent them before the 
Queen. Among the grievances complained of was the refusal of Epis¬ 
copal land owners to renew leases to Presbyterian tenants. They also 
complained of the Test Act and the oath of abjuration which some of 
their people scrupled to take. 

A new Lord Lieutenant having come into office, some of the min* 
V isters of Ulster laid before him a statement of their grievances, and 
said they contemplated going to America that they might in a wilder¬ 
ness enjoy the quiet which was denied them ill their native country. 

| In 1714. under the inspiration of the Tory party, the "schism 

I bill" was passed, by which every Presbyterian in Ireland who ventured 
to teach school, except of the humblest description, was liable to lie 
imprisoned for three months. In various parts of Ulster Presbyterian 
catechisms and other religious books were seized when exposed for sale, 

I and in several towns the Presbyterian churches were shut and nailed 

up. 

The accession of George I to the throne, in 1714, arrested the 
career of the High Church party, and gave some relief to the Irish 
Presbyterians. Several leading member* of tile late Kuglish ministry 
were arraigned for high treason. The Ulster people lost no time in 

* Among the Burgcsee* removed from office was ft Robert Gamble. 
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appealing to the King, who uniformly showed a liberal spirit toward 
them. 

In 1715, an invasion by the Pretender was threatened, and the 
Protestant militia of Ireland were called out. This proceeding placed 
members of the Presbyterian Church in an embarrassing position* If 
they enrolled, cither os officers or privates, and received pay, they ex¬ 
posed themselves to the penalties of the Test Act; and if they refused, 
they were liable to the charge of deserting their sovereign and country 
in the time of danger. A meeting of gentlemen was held at Belfast, 
and resolved to assist in the defence of the country and brave the pen¬ 
alties of the law* This action being communicated to the government 
authorities, parliamentary relief was promised, and accordingly a bill 
was introduced to exempt Dissenters in the militia from penalties. 
But it was opposed by the Bishops and abandoned. The House ol 
Commons, however, adopted a resolution, declaring that any person who 
should commence a prosecution against any Dissenter who accepted 
a commission in the army or militia was " on enemy to King George 
and the Protestant interest, and a friend to the Pretender." 

The Presbyterian people, though favored by the crown and pro¬ 
tected by the House of Commons, were still exposed to annoyance* in 
regard to their marriages. The Rev. Gilbert Kennedy, alluding to 
the excommunications by the Bishops, says, in a letter, dated October 
5th, 1716, "Our prelates are violent where I live. Four of my flock 
have been lately delivered to Satan for being married by me." 

The Act of Toleration was passed iti 1724, and by it liberty of 
worship was granted to Presbyterians, but other grievances were left 
unredreaaed* Presbyterians were still subject to frequent prosecutions 
and expensive litigation in the ecclesiastical courts for the marriages 
celebrated by their clergy. 

George I died, and was succeeded by his son George II in June, 
1727. The highest authorities in the Irish church and State were 
then generally favorable to the Presbyterians. Dr. Boulton, the Kpis- 
copol primate, was a friend to toleration and disposed to relieve Dis¬ 
senters of their grievances, except those arising out of tithes and 
church dues. As leases of lands expired, the proprietors began to raise 
their rents, and as the rents increased, the tithes, payable to the estab¬ 
lished clergy, increased in proportion. In addition, the three succes 
Hive harvests after 1724, were unfavorable. These discouragements, 
with the Test Act and other civil disabilities, caused the Presbyterians, 
in 1728, to look to America os a country for investment of capital and 
labor, and where religious liberty might be enjoyed. In 1718^ six 
ministers and many of their people came to America. The passage of 
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the Toleration Act and the hope of further relief, checked the spirit of 
emigration for a season. It revived in 1724. and in 1728 attracted 
the attention of the go ve r n ment. Archbishop Boulton sent to the 
Secretary of State in England, a •‘melancholy account," as he calls it, 
of the state of the North. He says the people who go complain of the 
oppressions they suffer, as well as the dearness of provisions. The 
whole North, he says, is in a ferment, and the humour has spread like 
a contagion. “The worst is,” says the Archbishop, ••that it affects 
only Protestants, and reigns chiefly in the North, which is the seat of 
our linen manufacture.’* Writing in March, 1729, he says: "There 
are now aeven ships at Belfast, that are carrying off aliotit tooo pas¬ 
sengers thither"—to America. From another source we learn that, in 
1729, near 6000 Irish, nearly all Presbyter inns, came to America, 
lumliug at Philadelphia. Before the middle of the century' nearly 
12,000 arrived afluually for several years. Almost nil who came to 
America were "Presbyterians. Protestant Episcopalians did not have 
the same motive for emigration, and the tide of Catholic emigration 
from Ireland did not set in till after the American Revolution. 

Auother attempt was mode to obtain the repeal of the Test Act, 
and again it failed. The only relief exteuded to the Presbyterians dur¬ 
ing the reign of George II, was an act, passed in 1738, exempting them 
from prosecution for marriages celebrated by ministers who had quali¬ 
fied under the Toleration Act. 

The winter of 1739-40 is known in Ulster as "the time of the 
hlackfruAt,” from the unusually dark appearance of the Ice, and be¬ 
muse the son seldom shone during its continuance In the fall of 
1739, many of the more industrious and enterprising inhabitants fled 
from scarcity and oppression in Ireland and come to America, landing 
on the Delaware river in Pennsylvania* Many of these soon found 
their way into the wilderness of Augusta County. Then came the 
Prestons, Breckinridgcs, Poages, ltclls, Trimbles, Logans, Browns, 
Pattersons, Wilsons. Andersens, Scotts, Smiths, and others.* They 
came first to Pennsylvania, because they had heard of it as a province 
where civil and religious liberty was enjoyed. Bat jealousies arose in 
the minds of the original settlers of Pennsylvania, and restrictive 
measures were adopted by the proprietary government against the 
Scotch*Irish and German immigrants. I Hence many of the former 
were disposed, in 1732, and afterwards, to seek homes within the lim- 

• The author's great-gran d-father came at that time, hat settled in Penn¬ 
sylvania. Ilia son James came to Virginia in 1758. 

t The Pennsylvania Quakers arc said to have especially disliked Presby¬ 
terians. 
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its of Virginia and run the risk of the church establishment here. 
They were generally fanners and mechanics, wilh a few merchants. 
There was not a so-called cavalier among them, nor a sprig of nobility. 

The historian of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland remarks that 
the circumstances of ministers in Ulster must have been exceedingly 
unfavorable, if they could calculate upon bettering their temporal con¬ 
dition by coming to America, In 1760, an apjical was mode to the 
Ulster Presbyterians to contribute to the relief of their brethren ill the 
New World, who were suffering the hardships of poverty aggravated 
by the miseries of the Indian war ; and the former, 4 'out of their deep 
poverty," raised upwards of /400 for the purpose. 

The grievances of the Ulster people continued, and from 1772 to 
1774. thousands of them sought homes on this side of the Atlantic, and 
a few yams afterwards appeared in arms against the mother co u n tr y in 
behalf of the independence of the American Republic. A recent his¬ 
torian has stated that Gen. Anthony Wayne's famous brigade of the 
"Pennsylvania line," might better becalled the “Irish line,* 9 os it was 
composed almost exclusively of refugees from Ulster. 

Yielding to her fears in a time of national peril, in 1780, England 
repealed the Test Act; and in 1782, an act was passed declaring the 
validity of all marriages celebrated among Protestant Dissenters by 
their own minister*. It was then too late; the damage had l>ect! ac¬ 
complished ; the American Colonies had been wrested from the control 
of England in a large measure by the prowess of the people she had 
driven away. 

"We shall find," says Bancroft, "the first voice publicly raised in 
America to dissolve all connection with Great Brituiu came, not from 
the Puritans of New England, or the Dutch of New York, or the 
planters of Virginia, but from Scotcb-Irish Pres byterians. " Vol. V, 
p. 77 - 
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CHAPTER 1. 

FROM TUK FIRST SKTTLKMKXT TO FOCXBATIOX OF TIIK COCKTY. 

As far as known, the country now embraced in Augusta county, 
was never entered by white men until the year 1716. Six year* earlier, 
however, some portion of the Valley of Virginia had been seen from 
the top of the Blue Ridge by Europeans. Governor Spotswood, writing 
to the Council of Trade, Loudon. December 15, 1710, says that a corn* 
pony of adventurers found the mountains "not above a hundred miles 
from our upper inhabitants, and went up to the top of the highest 
mountain with their horses, tho* they had hitherto been thought to be 
unpassable. and they assured me that ye descent on the other side 
seemed to be ns easy as that they had passed on this, and that they 
could have passed over the whole ledge (which is uot large), if the 
season of the year had not been too far advanced before they set out on 
that expedition."—[ 5 ^/xmW Lsttrrj, VoL 1 , page 40] It would 
seem that the adventurers referred to looked into the Valley from 
the mountain in the neighborhood of Balcony Falls, but no description 
of the country seen by them is given. 

This portion of the Valley was then entirely uninhabited. The 
Shawnee Indians had a settlement in the lower Valley, at or near Win*; 
Chester, and parties of that tribe frequently traversed this section on 
hunting excursions, or on warlike expeditions against Southern tribes; 
but there was no Indian village or wigwam within the present limits 
of the county. At an early day, Indians, or people of some other race, 
had doubtless resided here, as would appear from several ancient 
mounds, or burial places, still existing in the county. 
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The face of the country between tlic Blue Ridge and the North 
Mountain was, of course, diversified by hill and dale, as it is now; but 
forest trees were less numerous than at the present time, the growth 
of timber being prevented by the frequent fires kindled by hunting 
parties of Indians. Old men living within the writer’s recollection, 
described this region as known by them in their boyhood. Many 
acres, now stately forests, were then covered by mere brushwood, 
which did not conceal the startled deer flying from pursuit. 

At the time of which we speak, w f ild animals abounded in this sec¬ 
tion. The buffalo roamed at will over these hills mid valleys, and in 
(heir migrations made a well-defined trail between Rock fish Cap, in the 
Blue Ridge, and Buffalo Gap, in the North Mountain, passing by the 
present site of Stauntou. Other denizens of the region at tliat day 
were the bear, wolf, panther, wildcat, deer, fox, hare, etc. It would 
appear that wolves were very numerous. There were no crows, black¬ 
birds, nor song birds, and no rats, nor honey bees till the coming of 
the white people.* 

The first passage of the Blue Ridge, and entrance into the Valley 
by white men, was made by Governor Spotswood in 17 i 6.J About 
the last of July, or first of August in that year, the Governor, with 
J .some members of his staff, starting from Williamsburg, proceeded to 
r * \ - spermanna, a small frontier settlement, where he left his coach and took 
r r to horse. He was there joined by the rest of his party, gentlemen and 
V' their retainers, a company of rangers, and four Mcherrin Indians, com¬ 
prising in all about fifty persons. These, with pack-horses laden with 
provisions, journeyed by way of the upper Rappahannock river, aud 
after thirty-six days from the date of their departure from Williams¬ 
burg, on September 5th, scaled the mountain at Swift Run Gap, it is 
believed. Descending the western side of the mountain into the Val¬ 
ley, they reached the Shenandoah River and encamped on its bank. 
Proceeding up the river, they found a place where it was fordable, 
crossed it, and there, on the western bank, the Governor formally "took 
possession for King George the First of Euglaud." The rangers made 
further explorations up the Valley, while the Governor, with his im¬ 
mediate attendants, returned to Williamsburg, arriving there after an 





# 'Hie mocking-bird, common in Albemarle county, is still not found in a 
wild stale west of the Blue Ridge in Augusta. 

I It is claimed that several parties at different times, long before SpoUwood's 
expedition, came from the falls of Appomattox, now Petersburg, crossed the 
mountains near the line of North Carolina, and penetrated as far as New River. 
The country traversed, although west of the mouutain. is, however, no part of the 
Valley, 
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absence of about eight weeks, and having traveled about 440 miles out 
and back, f 

The only authentic account we have of the expedition is the diary 
of John Fontaine, and that is very meagre. The gentlemen of the 
party were: Governor Spotswood, Robert Beverley, the historian. 
Colonel Robertson, Dr. Robinson, Taylor Todd, Fontaine, Mason, 
Clouder, Smith and Brooke. They crossed the Shcuanduah river 011 
the 6th of September, and called it Euphrates. The river is said U> 
have been very deep, and "fourscore yards wide in the narrowest part." 
The Governor had graving irons, but could not grave anything, the 
stone was so hard. "I," says Mr. Fontaine, ‘graved my name on a 
tree by the riverside, andt be Governor buried a bottle with a paper 
enclosed, on which he writ that he took possession of this place iu the 
name of King George First of England*’ ' The most astonishing thing 
related by the diarist, however, is the quantity and variety of liquors 
lagged about and drunk by the party. lie says : “We had a good 
dinner'* [on the 6th], "and after it we got the men together and bead¬ 
ed all their arms, and we drank the King's health in champagne and 
fired a volley, the Princess’s health in Burgundy and fired a volley, 
and all the rest of the royal family in claret and a volley. We drank 
the Governor* s health and fired another volley. We liad several sorts 
of liquors, via : Virginia red wine and white wine, Irish usquebaugh, 
brandy, shrub, two sorts of mm, champagne, canary, cherry punch, 
cider, &c." Bears, deer and turkeys were abundant, and in the Val¬ 
ley the foot-prints or elk and buffalo were seen.— [Dr. Slaughter's 
/fisii'rv St Msrk'' puns/i.] 

It was in commemoration of this famous expedition that Governor 
Spatswo«x! sought to establish the order of "Knights of the Golden 
Horseshoe." But the Governor's account of the expedition, as tar as 
we have it, is very tame and disappointing. He was thinking chiefly 
of protecting the English settlements from the encroachments of the 
French, and apparently cared little for anything else. He also either 
misunderstood the Indians whom be encountered, or was grossly de¬ 
ceived by them in regard to the geography of the country. In his let¬ 
ter to the Hoard of Trade, under date of August 14, 1718, he said : 

"The chief aim of my expedition over the great mountains, in 
1716, was to siitiufye myself whether it was practicable to come at the 

? In 1870a silver knee buckle, of rare beauty and value, set in diamond*, pro¬ 
nounced genuine by competent jewelers, was found near Elkton, Rockingham 
county. It la believed that this buckle was lost by one of the Spolswood caval¬ 
cade. The allver wax discolored by age, and the brilliants somewhat deteriorated 
by long exposure to the elements. It was found, and U now held, by one of the 
Bear family.—| better from Charles W. S. Turner, Esq.] 
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lakes. Having: on that occasion found an easy passage over that 
ridge of mountains \v‘cli before were judged unpassable, I also dis¬ 
covered, by the relation of Indians who frequent those parts, that from 
the pass where I was it is but three days’ march to a great nation of 
Indians living on a river w'ch discharges itself in the Lake Eric ; that 
from ye western side of one of the small mountains w'ch I saw, that 
lake is very visible, .and cannot, therefore, be above five days' march 
from the pass afore-mentioned, and that the way thither is also very 
practicable, the mountains to the westward of the great ridge being 
smaller than those I passed on the eastern side, w’ch shews how easy 
a matter it is to gain possession of those lakes ."—[Spolsutood letters 
Vol. II, pp. 295-6.] 

The country thus discovered by Governor Spotswood, and claimed 
by him for the British crowm, became a part of the county of Essex, 
the western boundary being undefined. Spotsylvania was formed from 
Essex and other counties in 1720, and Orange from Spotsylvania in 

1 734 - 

The expedition of the "Knight of the Golden Horseshoe," trivial 
os it may now appear, was at the time regarded as very hazardous; 
aud it no doubt led to important results. The glowiug accounts given 
by Spotswood's followers, if not by himself, of the beauty and fertility 
of the Valley, attracted immediate attention, and induced hunters and 
other enterprising men to visit the country. Of such transient excur¬ 
sions, however, we have no nuthentic account; and at least sixteen 
years were to pass before any extensivive settlements were made by 
Europeans in this region. 

In Vol. 1 of Palmer’s Calendar of Virginia Slate Pilfers we find 
various documents throwing some light upon the history of Augusta 
county, and from them make the following extracts: 

First, in regard to the early settlement of the country. In 1727. 
Robert Lewis, William Lynn, Robert Brooke, Jr., James Mills. Wil¬ 
liam Lewis and Beverley Robinson petitioned the Governor and Coun¬ 
cil as follows: 41 That your Petitioners have been at great Trouble and 
Charges in making Discoveries of Lands among the Mountains, and 
are desirous of taking up some of those Lands they have discovered ; 
wherefore your petitioners humbly pray your Honours to grant him 
an order to take up Fifty Thousand Acres, in one or more tracts, on 
the head branches of James River to the West and Northwest ward of 
the Cow Pasture, on seating thereon one Family for every Thousand 
Acres, and as the said Lauds are very remote and lying among the 
great North Mountains, being about Two Hundred Miles at least from 
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any landing—Your Petitioner* humbly pray Your Honours will grant 
them six years' time to seat the aat" 

Whether or not the petition was granted doe* not appear; bat it 
•bowl that the country west of Staunton, and now in Hath county, had 
been explored, and that the Cowpasture river was known and named 
a* early as 1727. It is certain that white people located in that region 
about the time, or soon after, settlement were made immediately 
around Staunton in 1732. The explorers no doubt came up the valley 
of James River, but ltt» strange they did not ask leave to take up 
some of the rich land* east of the North Mountain. 

The first permanent settlement by while people iu the section of 
country which became Augusta county s was by natives of Ger¬ 
many. in 1716, on the 1 \ pres¬ 

ent village of PSOepSEUc The proof of this is found in several doc¬ 
uments published in the first volutnn of the work just quoted. 

The first in order of the papers referred to is a letter of William 
Beverley, dated April 50, 1732, to a person whose name t* not given, 
but probably hi* lawyer. He says: W 1 am persuaded that I can get 
a number of people from Pennsylvania to settle on Shcnandore, if I 
can obtain an order of Council for some Land there, and I beg ye fa¬ 
vour of you to get me an order at the first Council held after you re¬ 
ceive this, for fifteen thousand acres of Land, lying on both sides of 
ye main River of Shcuopdorc to include an old field called and knowu 
by ye name of 'Massanutting Town,' (an Indian uame), and running 
back and above and below the same on ye said river to include the 
Quantity ; ye s'd main river being yt which runs at ye foot of the 
great ridge o! mountain* commonly called the blue rittyje and being 
those we know in thi* Colony by ye name of ye frig It mountain* ; and 
because I would not have a dispute with anybody, or endeavor to sup¬ 
plant them, I desire you will please to search in ye Council Office, 
whether any order, now in force has been granted for the said Massali¬ 
mit ting, and if there ha* not, then I hope I shall obtain my desire ; 
for ye northern men are food of baying land there, because they can 
buy it. for six or seven pounds pr. hundred acres, cheaper than they 
can take up land in pensilvania and they don't care to go os far as 
Wmaburg." He goes on to claim the land by right of discovery and 
survey, and say* he ha* already sold some of the land '‘to a pens!I* 
vania man for 3 lb*. of their money pr. hundred.’* 

But a colony of sturdy “Dutchmen” were ahead of Mr. Beverley, 
having settled several years before near “Masaanmsttisg." In a pe¬ 
tition to the General Court, composed of the Governor and Council, in 
*733. say: "That about four years past they purchased five 
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thousand acres of land, of one Jacob Stover, and paid him a great 
Sum of Money for the same, Amounting to Upward* of four hundred 
pounds : that y r petitioners were informed and believed the s’d Stov¬ 
er had a good right and title in the said land ; that immediately after 
the s'd” (purchase, they sold) “all their lands andsev'U other things 
in the county of Lancaster and Province of Pensyivania, where they 
then lived, and came and seated on the land they had bought of the 
s‘d Stover ; and cleared sev'l Plantations and made great improve¬ 
ments thereon,—Since which, they have been Informed that the s’d 
land (know by the name of Massanutting) is claimed by one Wm. Bev¬ 
erley, (tent.—and that the s'd Beverley hath brought suit ag'st the s’d 
Stover for the same, in the Hon’blc the General 1 Court. Y'r Petition¬ 
ers further shew that should the s’d Beverley recover the said land, 
that he will turn y'r Pet'rs out of Doors, or oblige them to give much 
more for their lands and plantations then they are worth, Which will 
intircly ruin y'r Pet’rs. And vo'r Pet’rs cannot recover anything of 
the s'd Stover, to make them amends for the Loss of their s’d lands, 
plantations, etc., he being very poor, and is Daily Expected to Run 
away. Wherefore y r Petitioners humbly hope that as they are not 
Privy to any fraud done by the s’d Stover in obtaining the s’d Land 
and yo'r pct‘m being Dutchmen and not acquainted with the laws here 
concerning lands, and Imagined the s'd Stover’s right to be good and 
have run the hazard of their lives and estates in removing from Pen- 
sylvanm to the s'd land, being above two hnndrcd miles at a time 
when there were very few Inhabitants in them parts of Shcnando, ami 
they frequently visited by Indians. And nt this time y’r pet'rs have 
nine Plantations fifty-one people, old and young, thereon, and expect 
to have two more fnmilys to seat on tlie s'd land this spring, nor did 
y’r pet'r* hear of the s'd Beverley’s claiming the said land till they 
had made plantations thereon." Amojqg the petitioners were Milhart 
Rangdmnnn, Matthew Folk and Adam Muller (Miller?) Other names 
are illegible. 

All this shows that fifty-one white people were settled on nine 
plantations on the Shenandoah, near the Massanutten mountain, in 
*7331 that the settlement was made four years before, in 1729; and 
that previous to the latter date there were some, “although very fcw,“ 
white inhabitants there. 

Among the few white inhabitants previous to 1729, was Adam 
Miller. He resided at and owned the place now known os Bear s 
Lithia Springs, near Elkton. The certificate of his naturalization is¬ 


sued under the hand of Governor Gooch, March 13, 1741, sets forth 
that he was a native of Scherstien, in Germany, and had lived on the 
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Shenandoah for fifteen yearn next before the date of the paper. 
T herefore, Miller most have com e to the Valley in~ 1726. He and his 
a^sT'. 'r.tcv, if any, locating out of tfic track of the tide of immigra¬ 
tion which afterward* poured in, remained unknown, or unnoticed, by 
the English-speaking people. It is probable that Jacob Stover s title | 
to the land was established, as both Thomas Lewis and Gabriel Jones 
who bought lands, in 1751, and made their homes on the Shenandoah, 
derived their title indirectly from him. The deed to Mr. Jones sets 
forth that Stover had obtained by patent a grant of 5,000 acres. 

Iti the year 1730, John and Isaac Vanmeter, of Pennsylvania, 
obtained from Governor Gooch a warrant for 40,000 acres of land to be 
located in the lower valley, and within the present counties of Freder¬ 
ick, Jefferson, etc. This warrant was sold in 1731. by the grantees, to 
Joist Hite, also of Pennsylvania. Hite proceeded to make locations 
of his land, and to induce immigrants to settle on his grant. He re 
moved his family to V irginia, in 1732, and fixed his residence a few 
miles south of the present town of Winchester. 

Population aoon flowed in to take possession of the rich lands of¬ 
fered by Hite; but a controversy speedily arose in regard to the pro¬ 
prietor's title. Lord Fairfax claimed Hite's lands as a part of his 
grant of the "Northern Neck." Fairfax entered a mvemi against Hite, 
in 1736, and thereupon Hite brought suit against Fairfax. This suit 
was not finally decided till 1786. long after the death of all the origi¬ 
nal parties, when judgmeut was rendered in favor of Hite and his ven¬ 
dees. The dispute between Fairfax and Hite retarded the settlement 
of that part of the Valley, and induced immigrants to push their way 
up the Shenandoah river to regions not implicated in such controver¬ 
sies. In 1738 there were only two cabins where Winchester now 
stands. That town was established by law in 1752. 

A strange uncertainty has existed as to the date and some of the 
circumstances of the first settlement of Augusta county. Campbell, 
in hi* "History of Virginia' 9 (pages 427-9X undertake* to relate the 
event* somewhat minutely, but falls into obvious mistakes. He says: 
"Shortly after the first settlement of Winchester (1738), John Marlin, 
a peddler, and John Sailing, a weaver, two adventurous spirits, act out 
from that place" (Winchester) "to explore the 'upper country,' then 
almost unknown/' They came up the valley of the Shenandoah, 
called Sherando, crossed James river, and reached the Roanoke river, 
where a party of Cherokee Indians surprised and captured Sailing, 
while Marlin escaped. Sailing was detained by the Indians for six 
years, and on being liberated returned to Williamsburg. "About the 
same time," says Campbell, "a considerable number of immigrants 
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represented as coming, not from Williamsburg, but from Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, and the date of his arrival here is given as * 4 the summer 
of I7ji*' These statements and the authority upon which they are 
mode appear conclusive of the matter. 

Joba Lewi* and his sturdy sons were just the men to battle with 
the adverse circumstances which surrounded them in this wilderness 
country. He was a native of Donegal county, Province of Ulster, 
Ireland, and of Scottish descent. He came to America after a bloody 
affray with nn oppressive landlord in Ireland. It is stated, however, 
that upon investigation of the affray. Lewis was farm ally pronounced ' 
free from hlntnc. The story as related is briefly as follows : An Irish 
lord who owned the fee of the land leaded by Lewis undertook to 
eject the latter in a lawless manner. With a band of retainers he re¬ 
paired to the place, and on the refusal of the tenant to vacate, fired in¬ 
to the house killing an invalid brother of Lewis and wounding his 
wife. Thereupon, I«cwis rushed from the house and dispersed his as¬ 
sailants. but not until their leader and his steward were killed. 

Mrs. Agatha Towles, a granddaughter of Colonel John Lewis, in 
a brief memoir, written try her in 1837, states that Colonel Lewi* pre¬ 
ceded his family to America, and lived in Pennsylvania and Virginia 
three yearn before their arrival. A brother of hi* went from Wales to 
Portugal, and from thence probably to America, hut Colonel I^ewi* 
came directly from Ireland. After his encounter with “the Irish 
Lord, 1 ' he took refuge in a bouse cm the bank* of the Boyne, and a* 
soon a* a ship was ready to sail, embarked for America. Mrs. Lewis 
and her children came over in a vessel with three hundred passengers, 
all Presbyterians, and landed on the Delaware river, after a voyage of 






;rec months 

It is a question what number of sons John Lewis had. Various 
writenvstate that he Jftought with him to America four sons, via: 

[Samuel^Thomas, Andrew, and William, and thot a fifth, Charles, was 
born after the settlement here, but others mention only four, omitting 
Samuel. Ex-Governor Gilmer, of Georgia, a great-grandson of John 
Lewis gives an account of the family in his book called “Georgians,'* 
printed in 1854, and is silent as to Samuel. Governor Gilmer's moth¬ 
er, a daughter of Thomas Lewis, lived to a great age, and it is hardly 
possible that abe could have been ignorant of an uncle named Samuel, 
and that her son should not have named him if there had been such 
an one. Mrs. Towles also gives the names of Colonel Lewis's children, 
fonr son* and two daughters, but says nothing of a son nomad Samuel. 
All the other* were prominent in the early history of the country, and 
we shall have occasion to speak of them often in the course of our nar¬ 
rative. 


irvA 
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The permanent settlement of Lewis was in the vicinity of the twin 
hills, “Betsy Bell and Mary Gray,’* which were so called by him, or 
some early settler, after two similar hills in County Tyrone, Ireland. 

Concurrently with the settlement of Lewis, or immediately after¬ 
ward, a flood of immigrants poured into the country. [ There was no 
landlord or proprietor to parcel out the domain.. 

The wot hi wait all before them when* to choose 

Their place of rest, and Providence their guide ; 

and for several years the settlers helped themselves to homes 
without let or hindrance. It is believed that all the earliest settlers 
came from Pennsylvania and up the Valley of the Shenandoah, It 
was several years before any settlers entered the Valley from the cast, 
and through the gaps in the Blue Ridge. We may accompany, in im¬ 
agination, these immigrants on their way from the settlements 
north of the Potomac, through the wilderness, to their future home. 
There was, of course, no road, and for the first comers no path to guide 
their steps, except, perhaps, the trail of the Indian or buffalo. They 
came at a venture, climbing the hills, fording the creeks and rivers, 
and groping through the forests. At night they rested on the ground, 
with no roof over them but the broad expanse of heaven. After select¬ 
ing a spot for a night's bivouac, and tethering their horses, fire was 
kindled bv means of flint and steel, and their frugal meal was prepared. 
Only a scanty supply of food was brought along, for, as game abounded, 
they mainly ‘‘subsisted off the country. M Before lying down to rest, 
many of them did not omit to worship the God of their fathers, and 
invoke His guidance and protection. The moon and stars looked down 
peacefully as they slumbered, while bears, wolves and panthers prowled 
around. It was impossible to bring wagons, and all their effects were 
transported on horseback. The list of articles was meagre enough. 
Clothing, some bedding, guns and ammunition, a few cooking utensils, 
seed corn, axes, saws, &c., and the Bible, were indispensable, and 
were transported at whatever cost of time and labor. Houses and 
furniture bad to be prodded after the place of settlement was fixed 
upon. We may imagine the leaders of each band, on arriving at a 
well-wooded and well-watered spot, exclaiming: “This is my rest, and 
here will I dwell." In the meanwhile there was tio shelter from rain 
and storm. The colonial government encouraged the settlement of 
the Valley as a means of protecting the lower country from Indian in¬ 
cursions. The settlers were almost exclusively of the Scotch-Irish 
race, natives of the north of Ireland, but of Scottish ancestry. Most 
of those who came during the first three or four decades were Dissen¬ 
ters from the Church of England, of the Presbyterian faith, and vie- 
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tims of religion* persecution in their native land. They were general¬ 
ly a profoundly religious people, bringing the Bible with them, what¬ 
ever they had to leave behind, and as soon as possible erected log 
meeting houses in which to assemble for the worship of God, w'ith 
school-houses hard by. 

The first settlers located in the hilly and rocky parts of the coun¬ 
try on account of the wood and water found there ; thj^cumparatively 
level and more fertile sections were treeless and without numerous 

... ... . " ~ - L f ~ 

Although the Church of England was established by law through¬ 
out the colony, and a spirit of intolerance inseparable from such a sys¬ 
tem prevailed in lower Virginia, the Dissenters of the Valley, as far as 
wc know, had comparatively little to complain of in this respect. 

As early as 1734, Michael Woods, an Irish immigrant, w ith three 
sons and three sons-in-law, came up the Valley, and pushing his way 
through Wood's Gap. (now called Jarman's,) settled on the eastern 
side of the Blue Ridge. Two of the sons-in-law were Peter and Wil¬ 
liam Wallace. Samuel Wallace, son of Peter, removed to the Cald¬ 
well settlement, uow Charlotte county, married Esther Baker, and was 
the father of Caleb Wallace, a distinguished man in Kentucky, bom in 
174a. 

At an early day, the people living on the cost side of the Blue 
Ridge received the soubriquet of Tuckahoes, from a small stream of 
that name, it is said, while the people 011 the west side were denomina¬ 
ted Cohccs, from Uivii common use. uf-lhe ienn “^u<it)i lie/' or M f)uo 
her/* for << sajd Jtt» M 

For about twenty years the immigrants were unmolested by the 
Indian s. '•Some/' says Foote, '‘who had known war in Ireland, 
lived and died in that peace in this wilderness for which their hearts 
had longed in their native land." During this halcyon time, the 
yoang Lewises, McCla n ahans, Mathewses, Campliclls, and others were 
growing up and maturing for many a desperate encounter and field of 


battle. 

The early settlers in the Valley probably thought little and cared 
less as to what county of Virginia their lands belonged—Spotsylvania 
county, however, had jurisdiction from the dates of the first settle¬ 
ments— 1726-1732—till 1734, when Orange county was constituted. 
After that date, for some years, the Valley was a part of Orange, and 
from the records of the Court of that county we have obtained some 
items of more or less interest. 

The County Court of Orange was opened January at, 1734, and 
among the justices included in the “Commission of the Peace/' issued 
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by Governor Gooch, were James Barbour, Zachary Taylor, Joist Hite, 
Morgan Morgan, Benjamin Borden and the ubiquitous John Smith. 

James Barbour was the grandfather of Governor James Barbour 
and Judge P. P, Barbour. 

Zachary Taylor was the grandfather of the twelfth President of 
the United States of the same name. 

Joist Hite and Morgan Morgan lived in the lower Valley. The 
latter was a native of Wales, and about 1736 (it is said) removed from 
Pennsylvania to Virginia, and erected the first cabin in the Valley 
south of the Potomac, and in the present county of Berkeley. He also 
erected the first Episcopal church in the Valley, about 1740, at the 
place now called Bunker Hill. He died in 1799, leaving a son of the 
same name. 

According to tradition, Colonel John Lewis met Benjamin Borden 
in Williamsburg in 1736, and invited him to accompany him home, 
which led to the acquisition by Borden of a large tract of land in the 
present county of Rockbridge, known as " Borden's Grant." We 
think it likely, however, that Colonel Lewis first encountered Borden 
at Orange Court. In 1734, Borden probably lived in the lower Valley, 
then a part of Orange county, as he certainty did ten years later. 
When justices of the peace were appointed for Frederick county, in 
November, 1743, he was named ns one of them, but did not qualify, 
having died about that time. His will was admitted to record by 
Frederick County Court nt December term, 1743. and his son, Ben¬ 
jamin, succeeded to the management of his Rockbridge lands. 

John Smith cannot be located. Wc only know certainly that he 
was not the Captain John Smith, of Augusta, who figured in the In¬ 
dian wars after 1755. He may have been the "Knight of the Golden 
Horseshoe," named Smith, who accompanied Governor Spotswood in 
his visit to the Valley in 1716. 

The first allusion in the records of Orange to Valle}* people is un¬ 
der date of July 20,1736. On that day Morgan Morgan presented the 
petition "of inhabitants of the western side of Slicnuudo," which was 
ordered to be certified to the General Assembly. What the petition 
was about is not stated. The name now written "Shenandoah" was 
formerly put in various ways—"Shenaudo," "Sherando," "Sherun- 
do," etc. 

The early settlers in the Valley were in the eye of the law mere 
"squatters on the public domain." But the authorities at Williams¬ 
burg hud by no means relinquished the rights of the British crown, as 
held by them, to the paramount title to the lands of the Valley. In 
assertion of those rights, and without ability on the part of the people 


ANNALS OF AUGT7BTA COT7NTY, *9 

of the Valley to resist, on September 6, 1736, William Gooch, “Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor and Commandcr-in-Chicf of the Colony and Domin¬ 
ion of Virginia/ 1 in pursuance of an order in council, dated August 
12, 1736, and in the name of "George II, by the grace of God, of 
Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King. Defender of the Faith," 
etc., issued a patent foi the "Manor of Beverley.” The patentee* were 
William Beverley, of Essex ; Sir John Randolph, of Williamsburg; 
Richard Randolph, of Henrico, and John Robinson, of King and 
Queen; and the grant was of 118,491 acres of land lying "in the 
county of Orange, between the great mountains, on the river Slicran- 
do," etc. On the next day, September 7, the other grantees released 
their interest in the patent to Beverley. This patent embraced a large 
part of the present county of Augusta, south as well as north of Staun¬ 
ton. 

William Be v erley was a son of Robert Beverley, the historian of 
Virginia, and grandson of the Robert Beverley who commanded the 
royal forces at the time of "Bacon's Rebellion." lie was a lawyer, 
clerk of Essex County Court from 1730 to 1740, a member of the 
House of Burgesses and of the Governor's Council, and County-Lieu¬ 
tenant of Essex. He died about the first of March, 1736. At the 
time of his death, hi* only son, Roliert, was a minor.* 

The question is often asked, in what part of the county was Bev¬ 
erley's Manor? Readers generally could not ascertain from a perusal 
of the patent, and wc have applied to several practical surveyors, the 
best authorities on the subject, for information, To Messrs John G, 
Stover and James H. Callison wc are indebted for the following descrip¬ 
tion, which, although not perfectly accurate, will answer the present 
purpose : Beginning nt a point on the east side of South river, about 
four mile* below Wnynesborough, thence up the same side of the river 
to a point opposite to or above Greenville ; thence by several line* west 
or southwest to a point near Snmmcrdean ; tbcnce northeast to Trim- 
blc’s. three miles south of Swoope's Depot; thence northeast by sev¬ 
eral line*, crossing the Staunton and Parkersburg turnpike, five or six 
mile*, and the Churchville road about three miles, from Staunton, to a 
point not known to the writer ; and thence east by one or more lines, 
crossing the macadamized turnpike at or near Augusta church, to the 

•Robert Beverley died near the close of the century, leaving several eons, two 
of whom, Robert and Carter, were his exccntora. Carter came to Staunton, and 
lived for aome time in considerable atyle at the place uow called •'Kaloranm. M 
He. howc%*er, became involved In debt, and about the year 181*0 hia handsome fur¬ 
niture and equipage wi-re sold by the iheritT under executions, Itethen left Staun¬ 
ton. and afterward* was prominency implicated in the fatnou » charge of *'bargain 
anil corruption" prcfcrml against Henry Clay and John Quincy Adam 



30 


anxai & or ArorsTA corxrv. 


beginning. The description given in the patent begins at five white 
oaks on a narrow point between Christie’s creek and Beaver run (Long 
Meadow creek.) near the point where those streams enter Middle riv¬ 
er. and thence north seventy degrees west, etc. 

From the familiar mention in the patent of various natural feat¬ 
ures of the country—'’Christie’s Creek,” '‘Beaver run," "the Great 
Springs,” "Black Spring,” etc., it is evident that the country had by 
that time, in the short space of four years, been explored and to a 
great extent settled. The grant, of course, covered the lands already 
occupied by settlers. Beverley, however, seems to have dealt towards 
the people with a liberal spirit ; at may rate , there is no proof or tradi¬ 
tion of anything to the contrary. On February at. 1738, be conveyed 
to John Lewis 2.071 acres, 0 part of the Beverley Manor grant, the 
deed being on record in Orange county within which the grant then 
lay. 

Benjamin Borden,* a native of New Jersey, and agent of Lord Fair¬ 
fax in the lower Valley, obtained from Governor Gooch n patent dated 
October 3, 1734, for a tract of land in Frederick county, which was 
called “Borden's Manor.” At the same time he was promised 100,000 
acres on the waters of James River, west of the Blue Ridge, a- soon as 
he should locate a hundred settlers on the tract. The story of his 
visit to John Lewis in the spring of 1736, taking with him to Williams¬ 
burg a buffalo calf which he presented to the Governor, and thus re¬ 
ceived his grant, often repeated, is now generally discredited. 

Beverley and Borden were indefatigable in introducing settlers 
from Europe. James Patton was a very efficient agent in this enter¬ 
prise: He was a native of Ireland, was bred to the sea, and had 
served in the royal navy. Afterward he became the owner of a pas¬ 
senger ship,” and traded to Hobbes' Hole, Virginia, on the Rnppa* 
hannock river. He is said to have crossed the Atlantic twenty-five 
times, bringing Irish immigrants, and returning with cargoes of pel¬ 
tries and tobacco.—[R. A. Brock, "Dinwiddie Papers," Vol. I, page 8.] 

Most of the people introduced by Patton were the class known as 
" Rcdemptioners,” or “indentured servants,” who served a stipulated 
time to pay the cost of their transportation. I The records of the 
county court of Augusta show' that this class of people were numerous 

• His name is often erroneously written Burden From one of the family 
Bordentown, N. J., was so called. 

t Some persons of this class were well educated, and were employed as teach¬ 
ers. The maternal grandfather of the Rev. Dr. Baxter purchased a young Irish¬ 
man, who called himself McNamara, and the father of the Rev. Dr. Alexander 
purchased another named Reardon, and to these, respectively, were Dr*» Baxter 

and Alexander indebted for their early ins traction in Latin, &e, 
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in the county previous to the Revolutionary war. They were sold and 
treated os slave* for the time being. Fp to the Revolution there were 
comparatively few African slaves in the Valley. 

Borden’* tract was South of Beverley’s Manor, and in the present 
county of Rockbridge. The first settlers on the tract were Ephraim 
McDowell and hi* family. His daughter, Mary Greenlee, related in a 
deposition taken iti 1806, and still extant, the circumstances under 
which her father went there. Her brother* Janies McDowell, had 
come into Beverley's Manor during the spring of 1737, and planted n 
crop of corn, near Woods’ Gap; and in the fall her father, her brother 
John, and her husband and herself came to occupy the settlement. 
Before they fetched their destination, and after they had arranged 
their camp on a certain evening at Linnville Creek, (now Rocking¬ 
ham.) Borden arrived and asked permission to spend the night with 
them, being doubt 1cm on his way to his tract from his home in the lower 
Valley. He informed them of his grant, and offered them induce 
mem> to go there. The next day they came on to the house of John 
Lewis, and there it was finally arranged that the party should settle 
in Borden's tract. Ephraim McDowell was then a very aged man. and 
lived to be over one hundred years old. When a youth of 16 he was 
one of the defenders of Londonderry, He and his family located on 
Timber Ridge, originally called ’’Timber Grove," being attracted by 
the forest tree* on the ridge, which were scarce elsewhere in the region. 
Borden offered a tract of on t hundred acres to any one who should 
build n CAldn on it, with the privilege of purchasing more at fifty shil¬ 
lings per hundred acres Each cabin secured to him one thousand 
acres, Mrs. Mary Greenlee related in her deposition, referred to. 
that An Irish girl, named Peggy Millhollan, a servant of James Bell, 
dressed herself in men's clothes and secured five or six cabin rights. 
John Patterson, who was employed to count the cabins, was surprised 
to find so many people named Millhollan, but the trick was not discov¬ 
ered till after the return was made. Among the settlers in ’’Borden's 
grant" were William McCansJand, William Sawyers, Robert Camp- 
bell. Samuel Woods. John Mathews (father of Sampson and George), 
Richard Woods, John Hays and his son, Charles and Samuel Walker. 
Borden obtained his patent November 8, 1739.* 

• He died in the Utter part of 1743, in Frederick, tearing three tom, lleuja 
min, John and Joseph, and several daughter*. The neat spring his son Benja¬ 
min appeared in Rockbridge (as it U now) with authority under hit father's 
will to adjust all matters with the settler* on the grant. lie had, however. Itch 
in tin* aettk'iTicut tirfnrr lilt father's death. 

Mm. Greenlee says Benjamin Borden, Jr., was “altogether Illiterate," and 
did not make a good impression ou hi* first arrival, but he proved to be an upright 
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On May 21, 1737, the Grand Jury of Orange presented the Rev. 
John Beckett “for exacting more for the marriage fee than the law di¬ 
rects." On publication of the banns he exacted fifteen shillings. The 
trial came off on the 2ad of September following, and the minister, be¬ 
ing found guilty, was fined five hundred pounds of tobacco. But Mr. 
Beckett s troubles did not end there. On November 25, 1738, he was 
reported to court "for concealing a tithable." 

In his work called "Old Churches and Families," etc., Bishop 
Meade says that the Rev. Mr. Beckett was regularly elected minister 
of St. Mark’s parish, in May, 1733* ar, d continued until the year 1739. 
He says further : "From something on the vestry book a year or two 
before, there would seem to have been a serious cause of complaint 
against Mr. Beckett." The proceedings in court above mentioned 
give a clew to the cause of trouble. 

Under date of September 22, 1737, we have the following : "Wil¬ 
liam Williams, a Presbyterian minister, Gent., haring taken the oaths 
appointed by act of Parliament," etc., "and certified his intention of 
holding his meetings at his own plantation and on the plantation of 
Morgan Bryan," it was admitted to record, etc. From subsequent 
mention of Mr. Williams, it appears that he lived in what is now Fred¬ 
erick or Berkeley. He was engaged in trade, probably as a merchant, 
and was evidently too busy a trader to do much preaching. For sev¬ 
eral years he furnished more business to the court than any other i>cr- 
son. He brought suit after suit against his customers, it is presumed, 
and was uniformly successful, obtaining judgment in every case. On 
the 23d of February, 1738, two men "sent up" by Morgan Morgan, J. 
P,, on the charge of robbing the house of Mr. Williams, were exam¬ 
ined and acquitted. At July court, 1738, a suit brought by Mr. Wil- 

ttmn, and won the confidence of the people. The trying; "Aa good as Ben. 
Burden'* bill,” passed into a proverb. Ur married Mrs. Magdalene McDowell, 
(originally a Miss Woods, of Rockfish ), widow of John McDowell, who was killed 
by Indians in December, 1742, and by her had two daughters, Martha and Han¬ 
nah. The former became the wife of Robert Harvey, the latter never married. 

Benjamin Borden, Jr., died of small-pox in 1753. Hi* will was admitted to re¬ 
cord by the County Court of Augusta, November 21, 1753. The executors ap¬ 
pointed were John Lyle, Archibald Alexander and testator’* wife, but the first 
named declined to serve. HU personal estate was large for the time. During her 
second widowhood Mrs. Magdalene Borden contracted a third marriage with Col- 
ouel John Bowyer. 

Joseph Borden, Irrothcr of Benjamin, Jr., was frequently in the settlement 
after the latter’* death. In course of time he instituted the chancery *uit of Bor¬ 
den vs. Bowyer, &c., out of which grew the cause of Peck vs. Borden, both of 
which have been pending In the courts of Augusta county for a hundred years* 
more or less. 
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liams against the inevitable John Smith and some thirty or forty more, 
•‘for signing a certain scandalous paper reflecting on ye said Williams," 
came on. The preacher was again triumphant. Many of the signers 
of the “scandalous paper'* humbly acknowledged their error, Ugging 
pardon, were excused, paying costs/' At September Court the suit 
was abated as to John Smith on account of his death. Which John 
Smith this was we have no means of ascertaining. He probably was 
a neighbor of Mr. Williams. 

We next find John Smith (probably the Squire) and Benjamin 
Borden in limbo. On October 22, 1737, “Zachary r^rwis, Cent., at¬ 
torney for our Sovereign Lord, the King, informed the Court that, at 
the houses of Louis Stilfy and John Smith, certain persons, vis : the 
said John Smith, John Pitts, Benjamin Borden” and others “do keep 
unlawful and tumultuous meetings tending to rebellion,” and it was 
ordered that the sheriff take said persons into custody. At November 
Court, “Benjamin Borden, Gcnt..“ and his roistering and rebellious 
companions appeared, were examined, and. “acknowledging their er¬ 
ror/* were dismissed with costa. Whether the Benjamin Borden re¬ 
ferred to was the father, or his son of the same name, wc do not 
know. 

On the 28th of April, 1738, it was “ordered that ordinary keepers 
at Shenendo sell their Virginia brandy at the rate of six shillings per 
Ration/* All the country west of the Blue Ridge was then known by 
the various names afterwards written Shenandoah. 

Wiltlani Beverley's deed to “William Cathrcy,” the first of a long 
series of deeds by Beverley to various persons, was admitted to record 
September 28th, 1738. 

On the same day it was “ordered that the Sheriff of Sharrnndo 
give public notice"—exactly what cannot be made out from the writ¬ 
ing. It related, however, to tithables, a list of whom was to be de¬ 
livered to William Russell, Gent. It is presumed that a deputy sher¬ 
iff of Orange county lived west of the Blue Ridge, 

Missionaries, says Foote, speedily followed the immigrants into 
the Valley. A supplication from the people of Beverley Manor, in 
the back parts of Virginia," was laid before the Presbytery of Done¬ 
gal. Pennsylvania, September 2, 1737, requesting ministerial supplies. 
4i The Presbytery judge it not expedient, for several reasons, to supply 
them this winter/' The next year, however, the Rev. James Anderson 
was sent by the Synod of Philadelphia to intercede with Governor 
Gooch in txdinU of the Presbyterians of Virginia. Mr. Anderson vi 4 r 
ited the settlements iu the Valley, and during that year, 1738, at the 
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'hou se of John Lew ig^tgarlied t lie first regular sermon ever delivered 
in this se ction-ill the, country.* 1 “ ” 

The proceedings of Synod, just referred to, were taken ‘‘upon 
the supplication of John Caldwell, J in behalf of himself and many 
families of our persuasion, who are about to settle in the lock parts of 
Virginia, desiring that some members of the Synod may In? appointed 
to wait on that government to solicit their favor in behalf of our inter¬ 
est in that place. M —[Extract from records of Synod, quoted by Foote, 
First Series, page 103.] 

Mr. Anderson was the bearer of the following letter : 

“To the Honourable William Gooch, Esquire, Lieutenant-Gover¬ 
nor of the Province of Virginia, the humble address of the Presbyteri¬ 
an ministers convened in Synod May 30th, 1738. May it please yottr 
Honour, we take leave to address you in behalf of a considerable num¬ 
ber of our brethren who are meditating a settlement in the remote 
parts of your government, and are of the same persuasion ns the Church 
of Scotland. We thought it our duty to acquaint your Honour with 
this design, and to ask your favour in allowing them the liberty of 
their consciences, and of worshipping God in a way agreeable to the 
principles of their education. Your Honour is sensible that those of 
our profession in Europe have been remarkable for their inviolable at¬ 
tachment to the house of Hanover, and have upon ail occasions mani¬ 
fested an unspotted fidelity to our gracious Sovereign, King George, 
and we doubt not but these, our brethren, will carry the same loyal 
principles to the most distant settlements, where their lot may be caj*t, 
which will ever influence them to the most dutiful submission to the 
government which is placed over them. This, we trust, will recom¬ 
mend them to your Honour's countenance and prolection, and merit 
the free enjoyment of their civil and religious liberties. We pray for 
the divine blessing upon your person and government, and beg to sub¬ 
scribe ourselves your Honour's most humble and obedient servants/' 

To this document the Governor replied, in a letter to the Modera¬ 
tor of the Synod, as follows: 

“Sir.—By the hands of Mr. Anderson I received an address signed 
by you in the name of your brethren of the Synod of Philadelphia. 
And as I have always inclined to favour the people who have lately re¬ 
moved from other provinces to settle on the western ride of our great 
mountains, so you may be assured that no interruption shall be given 

• Mr. Anderson wttt a native or’Scotland. He died in 1740 at his home in 
Pennsylvania. 

J John Caldwell lived iti Charlotte county, ami was the grand-hither of John 
C Calhoun of South Carolina. 



ANNALS OF ADOfSTA COUNTY. 


35 


to any minister of your profession, wbo shall come among them, so as 
they confurni themselves to the rules prescribed by the Act of Tolera¬ 
tion in England, by taking the oaths enjoined thereby, and register¬ 
ing the place of their meeting, and behave themselves peaceably to¬ 
wards the government* This you may please to communicate to the 
Synod as an answer to theirs. Your most humble servant, William 
Gooch." 


The loyalty of the Scotch-Irish settlers of the Valley to the house 
of Hanover U not over-stated by the Synod in their address to the 
Governor. Indeed, that spirit was characteristic of their race. Frmulc 
remarks, in substance, that of all the people of Ireland, the Presbyte¬ 
rians of Ulster had most cause to complain of the severities of the 
British government, for while uniformly loyal they received no favors 
in return. 


The Governor, in his reply, alludes to the "toleration* ’ of Dissen¬ 
ters provided by law. This was on certain conditions. Their places 
of w orship, or meeting-houses, were required to be licensed an<TT « ->SFj 
te red in the county cour ts. In eas tern Virginia the number of such 
v- in a count y wasTimiU l. but in the Valley there appear* to have 
been no restriction of the ki nd! X.11 minivers o( the gospel”"were 
obliged to take divers and sundry oaths, and especially to abjure the 
"pretender" to the thppue of Grcyt pfit nin. th e Pops of Rnine - and 
the d octrine of trnn^b ft*«tj|jjIioti The people were not I to fine 
for not attending the parish churches, but they were compelled to con* 
tribute to the support of the established religion, and jheir. minishafii 
w ere not allowed to celebrate the rite of marriage, l nti l the year i7 >i| 
any couple dcsiQug to be l egallymarried !ud to send foTof go 
minister o? the Established Church, however far off fie might live. 


Governor Gooch uT regarded as being averse to persecuting meas¬ 
ures, yet he is supposed to have encouraged the settlement of the Val¬ 
iev chiefly from a desire to remove the frontier of civilixation further 
from Williamsburg, and to place a hardy and enterprising race of peo¬ 
ple between the capital and the sax-age Indians. 



CHAPTER II. 


FROM 1738 TO TUB FIRST COUNTY COURT. 

Up to the time to which we have now arrived, the whole region 
west of the Blue Ridge constituted a part of the county of Orange. In 
the year 1738, however, on November 1, the General Assembly of the 
colony of Virginia passed an act establishing the counties of Frederick 
and Apgusta, The new counties were so named in honor of Frederick, 
Prince of Wales, son of King George II, and father of George III, and 
his wife, the Princess Augusta. 3 * 1 The act separated all the territory 
west of the Blue Ridge, and extending in other directions “to the ut¬ 
most limits of Virginia,’’ from Orange county, and erected it into the 
two counties named. The line between them was '‘from the head 
spring of Hedgman’s river to the head spring of the river Potomack." 
Augusta was much the larger of the two counties. It embraced, north¬ 
ward, the present county of Rockingham and a part of Page ; to the 
south, it extended to the border of Virginia; and to the west and 
northwest, it extended over the whole territory claimed by Great 
Britain in those quarters. It included nearly all of West Virginia, the 
States of Kentucky, Ohio, Iudiatia, Iliiuois, and, as contended by Vir¬ 
ginians, a part of western Pennsylvania. 

• Prince Frederick died March 21, 1751, after u short illnc&s. According 
to Thomas Carlyle, he was “a poor dissolute, flabby fellow-creatnrv. M The follow¬ 
ing epigram, which Carlyle compliments it* 4, an uncommonly anccessful piece of 
its kind," expresses the feeling of the country about him ; 

Hens lies Prince Fred, 

Who was alive a tul is dead : 

Had it been his Father, 

I had much rather ; 

Had it been his brother. 

Sooner than any other ; 

Had it been bis sister, 

There’s no one would have missed her; 

Had it been his whole generation. 

Best of ell for the Nation; 

But since it’s only Fred, 

There** no more to be said. 

Prince** Augusta fell into disrepute after the dcuth of her husband, and 
was accused of undue intimacy with her confidential adviser, bord Bute. She and 
Bute ruled the young King, George III, for some years with a rod of iron,— 
Macaulay’s Essay on Chatham. 
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The act provided that the two new counties should remain part of 
the county of Orange and parish of Saint Mark until it should be made 
to appear to the Governor and council that there was M a sufficient num -1 
her of inhabitants for appointing justices of the peace and other officers, 
and erecting courts therein." In the meanwhile, the inhabitants were 
exempted from "the payment of all public, county and parish levies 
in the county of Orauge and parish of Saint Mark" ; but no allowance 
should be made “to any person for killing wolves within the limits of 
the said new counties." The act further provided for the payment of 
all levies and officers* fees “in money or tobacco at three farthings per 
pound," and also for the election, by freeholders and housekeepers, of 
twelve persons in each county, to constitute the vestries of the respec¬ 
tive parishes as required by the laws relating to the Established 
Church. As we aha 11 see, t he cmi«n y of Augusta was nut f ully o r* 
ganued atul started on it* independent rarest- till tfrr year 

The business of the people of Augusta was transacted at Orange 
Court-house till December, 1745. when the Court of Augusta was or¬ 
ganized. In nie mcalitunc all'persous in the Valley "taring suits to 
prosecute, pleas to enter," etc., had to take the long trip on horse¬ 
back, through the gaps in the mountain and by "bridle paths" to 
Orange, spending two or three days on the way. Moreover, as there 
was no minister of the Established Church in^the. Valley till JLHfr all 

i nm.l. hvipghfiflj; flpd wUhim t,. }■ named, had .1- t. • . . 11 r- 

Blfie Ridge to Oraugc, or elsewhere, in search of a minister authorized 
1 law to perform the service.^ " 

William Beverley's deeds to John Lewis, George Hudson, George 
Robertson and Patrick Campbell were admitted to record February 22 , 

* 739 - v/' 

On the same day, "John Lewis, Gent., having taken the oaths 
and subscribed the Test, was sworn into his military commission ac¬ 
cordingly/* The title, or rank, is not given, but it was no doubt that 
of Colonel. 

On the 28th of February, John McDowell, who settled in Borden's 
Grant, made oath at Orange court "that he imported himself. Magda- 
line, his wife, and Samuel McDowell, his son, and John Rutter, his 
servant, at his own charge from Great Britain, in the ycor 1737, to 
dwell in this colony, and that this is the first time of proving their 
rights in order to obtain land pursuant to the royal instructions." 

Zachary Taylor obtained license to keep an ordinary. March 22 , 
, 739 * 

And now we have the first reference to a public road west of the 
Blue Ridge. June, 1739, “Johu Poage, David Davis and George 
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Hutchison having, according to an order of Court, viewed and laid off 
a road from Beverley Manor,” etc., “It is ordered that the said road 
be cleared from John Young’s at the North Mountain to the top of the 
Blue Ridge to the bounds of Goochland county.'* The order of court 
directing the laying off of the road was not found. 

Early in 1740, or shortly before, there was a great influx 0! popu¬ 
lation into the Valley. On the 22d of May, 1740, fourteen heads of 
families appeared at Orange Court to ‘'prove their importation.'* The 
first order of the series is as follows: 

Alexander Breckinridge came into Court and mode oath that he 

imported himself, and-, John, George. Robert,-, Smith, 

-, and Letitia Breckinridge from Ireland to Philadelphia, and 

from thence to this colony, at his own charges, and this is the first 
time of proving his and their rights in order to obtain land, which is 
ordered to be certified.’’ He, however, acquired by purchase from 
Beverley 245 acres, on March 24, 1741. 

The blanks above indicate names which are illegible in the record 
book. Of ouly one of Alexander Breckinridge’s children, Robert, 
have we any particular account. Possibly most of the others died 
young.* There is no mention in the order of the daughter named 
Sarah, but she was the wife of Robert McClanahan when the family 
came to the Valley. 

On the same day with Breckinridge, tlic following settlers in the 

Cbm? jt/x/pr&rrcf?£e/r/mporfsttsb// / 2 r //te aiamier, 
all havin g come from Ireland through Philadelphia, vi/. j, . 


James Bell and his children, John, Margaret and Elizabeth. These 
were the ' Long Glade^Bclls.” 

John Trimble and his children. Ann, Margaret and Mary. 

John Hays and his children, Rebecca, Cliarles, Andrew. Barbara. 
Joan aud Robert. 

Patrick Hays and his children, Francis, Joan, William, Margaret, 
Catharine and Ruth. 

William Brown aud his children, Mary, Robert, Hugh and Mar¬ 
garet 

Robert Patterson, his wife Grace, and his children, Thomas, Mary 
and Elizabeth. 

David Logan, his wife, Jane, and his children, Mary and William, 

Robert Poagc, his wife, Elizabeth, and his children. Margaret, 
John, Martha, Sarah. George. Mary, Elizabeth. William and Robert. 

* la a deed from Win. Hull to John Coalter , Nor. OH, 1750, for $10 acre* of 
land on Mill Creek, mention is made of Robert McClanahan’s lines and the cor¬ 
ner "to the grave-yard of John Breckinridge who was murdered by Indians." 
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John Anderson, hi & wife, Jane, and his children, Esther, Mary 
and Margaret. 

George Anderson, his wife, Elizabeth, and his children, William, 
Margaret, John and Frances. 

Samuel Scott, his wife, Jane, and son, John. 

Robert Scott, his wife, Ann, and his children, Mary, George and 
Esther. 

David Wilson, his wife, Charity, and son, James. 

James Caldwell and his children, Mary, Jean, Agnes, John, Sarah 


and Samuel. 

John Stevenson and his children, Sarah and Mary. 

John Preston come in with Breckinridge and others, hot postponed 
proving his importation till 1746, when he appeared before the court 
of Augusta, "to partake of his Majesty's bounty for taking up lands,” 

On the 26th of June, 1740, the following Augusta people "proved 
their importation," haling come from Ireland through Philadelphia, 


viz: 


Hugh Campbell and his children, Esther and Sarah. 

Robert Young and his children, Agnes, John, Samuel and James. 
John Smith, hia wife, Margaret, his children, Abraham, Henry, 
Daniel, John and Joseph, and Robert McDowell. This was Captain 1 
John Smith, of Augusta, who became prominent during the Indian 
wars, as did his sons, Abraham, Daniel and John. 


Henry Downs was presented by the Grand Jury, November 27, 
1740, "for Sabbath-breaking by travelling with loaded horses to Shar- 
rendo, M on the information of Johu and William Dewitt. 

The Presbyterians of Augusta continued their "supplications” to 
the Presbytery of Donegal for a pastor to reside amongst them. In 
1739, they first applied for the services of the Rev. Mr. Thompson who 
came and preached for a time. Next they presented a call to the Rev. 
John Craig. At a meeting of Presbytery, in September. 1740, “Rob¬ 
ert Doak and Daniel Dennison, from Virginia, declared in the name of 
the congregation of Shenandoah, their adherence to the call formerly 
presented to Mr. Craig ; M and on the next day Mr. Craig "was set 
apart for the work of the Gospel ministry in the south part of Bever¬ 
ley’s Manor." 

The Rev. John Craig bom in 1709, in County Antrim, Ire¬ 
land. lie was educated at Edinburgh ; landed at New Castle upon 
the Delaware, August 17, 1734 ; and was licensed by the Presbytery 
to preach in 1737. As stated, became to Augusta in 1740, "I was 
sent.' 1 he recorded, M t0 a new settlement in Virginia of our own peo¬ 
ple, near three hundred miles distant." 










40 


ANNALS OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 


At his death, in 1774. Mr. Crnig left a manuscript giving some 
account of himself and the times in which he lived. 


He married June u, 1744, "a young gentlewoman of a good fam¬ 
ily and character, bom and brought up in the same neighborhood 
where I was born, daughter of Mr. George Russel, by whom I had 
nine children.'** 


Referring to his settlement in Augusta, he says; “The place 
was a new settlement, without a place of worship, or any church order, 
a wilderness in the proper sense, and a few Christian settlers in it with 
numbers of the heathens travelling among us, but generally civil, 
though some persons were murdered by them about that time. They 
march about in small companies from fifteen to twenty, sometimes 
more or less. They must be supplied at any house they call at, with 
victuals, or they become their own stewards and cooks, and spare 
nothing they choose to eat and drink." 

It is interesting to learn how the Dissenters of the Valley managed 
their congregational affairs; and^hcrc is a copy of the obligation sub¬ 
scribed by tbc people of Tinkling'Spring: "Kuow all meu by these 

presents, yt us, ye tmderaamed subscribers, do nominate, appoint and 
constitute our trusty and well-beloved friends, James Patton, John 


• The first, third and fifth children died young, and another m»»t have 
died after the narrative was written, as wc can learn of only five of his children 
who came to maturity. 

HU only ton was named George, He married a Miss Kennerly, and re¬ 
moved to Kanawha. The daughters of Mr. Craig were,— 

I. Patience, wife of William Hamilton. This couple had three aona and 
five daughters, viz.: 

1. John C. Hamilton, married Sally Craig—no relation. The late William 
and John Hamilton, of Christian’s creek, were sons of John and Sally, 

2. Hugh Hamilton, married Betsy, daughter of Samuel Clark of Staunton. 
He went to Missouri and died there. His *oti, Dr. William Hamilton, was long 
an assistant physician at the Western Lunatic Asylum. 

8. Andrew Hamilton, married Nancy Craig—no relation. 

II. Mary Craig, daughter of the Rev. John Craig, married Charles Baskin, 

who was baptized by Mr. Craig, March 13, 1741, Captain Baskin, as he was 
called, was badly wounded at the battle of Guilford, in 1781. He had two chil¬ 
dren, Captain John C. Baskin, of the war of 1812, and a daughter, who married 
William Grimes. ~ jS 

III. Joanna Craig, married John Hamilton, a brother of William, husband 
of l'aticnce. No children. 

IV. The name of Mr. Craig's fourth daughter b» not known. She married 
an Atwater, and had two children : John, who died in service during the war of 
1812, and Hannah, who married George Craig, of Putnam comity. 
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Finky. George Hutchison, John Christian, and Alexander Breckin¬ 
ridge. to manage our public affairs; to choose and purchase a piece of 
ground and to build our meeting-boose upon it; to collect our minis¬ 
ter's salary, and to pay off all charges relating to said affair ; to lay 
off the people in proportion to this end; to place seats in our said 
meeting house, which we do hereby promise to reimburse them, they 
always giving us a month's warning by an advertisement on the meet- 
house door, a majority of the above five persons, provided nil Ixs ap¬ 
prised of their meeting, their acting shall stand ; and these persons 
above-named shall he accountable to the minister and session twice 
every year for all their proceeds relating to the whole affair. To which 
wc subscribe our names in the presence of Rev. Mr. John Craig, { 

August nth, 1741." 

One of the subscribers having failed to pay his subscription, or is* 
arnnent , was sued in the County Court, and the commissioners ob¬ 
tained a verdict and judgment against him for six pounds. I A C- V 

When Janies Patton located in the county he took up his abode A - +4 

on South Stiver above Wayuesburough, at or near, the preseut Force- t 

lain Works, and called the place Springhill. Beverley’s patent em¬ 
braced the land occupied by Patton, and the latter had no deed till 
February 21, 1749, when Beverley conveyed to him the tract, 1,398 
acres, more or lean, foi the nominal consideration of five shillings, 

[83# cents]. 

Outside the large land grants to Beverley, Borden and others, 
patents were issued from time to time for small tracts to various per¬ 
sons. One of the earliest of this class, which we have, Seen, is dated 
September t, 1740, and is signed in the name of King George II, by 
James Blair, acting Governor. It granted to James Anderson 270 
acres "lying in that part of Orange county called Augusta, on a branch 
of Cathrv's river, called Anderson’s branch," dtc., in consideration of 
the importation of five person** to dwell within this our Colony and Do¬ 
minion of Virginia, whose names are : John Anderson. Jane Anderson. 

Esther Anderson, Mary Anderson, and Margaret Anderson ; and the 
farther consideration of five shillings,—provided the "fee rent " of one 
shilling for every fifty acres be paid annually, and three acres in fifty 
be cultivated and improved within three years The tract is^probably • 
the same now owned by Thomas S. Hogshead, near Stribling Springs. 

But no stream iu that neighborhood is known at this day as Ander¬ 
son's branch. 

Benjamin Borden, (probably Benjamin, Jr.), appeared at Orange 
Court, February 26, 1741, as a peaceable subject of the King in fear of 
his life. On the day mentioned, he "swore the peace” against George 
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Moffett, ranking oath that 4 'he goes in danger of his life, or some bod¬ 
ily hurt, by the said George Moffett.' 1 The latter appeared in Court, 
and was regularly ''bound over to keep the peace,’* bis securities being 
James Cathray and John Christian. Moffett was probably an uncle of 
Col. George Moffett, long a prominent citizen of Augusts, who was, 
however, only six years old in 1741. As we shall see, a person of that 
name lived in Borden's tract in 1742. 

Wc continue our extracts from the records of Orange County 
Court: Y 

February 26, 1741, "John CraigV a Presbyterian minister, in open 
Court took the oaths appointed by act of Parliament to be taken instead 
of the oaths of allegiance and supremacy and the oath of abjuration, 
and subscribed the Test: which is ordered to lx; certified." 

William Beverley, on February 14, 1742, conveyed to Mr. Craig 
335 acres of land,—no doubt the tract on lewis's creek, where Mr. 
Craig lived, afterwards owned by Benjamin T. Reid, and now (1887,) 
by the heirs of Robert S. Hamsbcrger. 

James Patton brought sundry suits in 1741. and from that time 
till 1746, he and Beverley often appeared in court as litigants. 

William Thompson qualified as administrator of John Campbell 
in 1741, John Lewis security. The decedent was the ancestor of Colo¬ 
nel Arthur Campbell, General William Campbell and many others. 

A new "Commission of the Peace" was issued by the Governor in 
the fall of 1741, and on the 3d of November the Justices were sworn 
in. Among them were John Lewis, James Patton, and John Buchan¬ 
an, all of whom sat in court that day. 

William Beverley qualified as County Lieutenant of Orange and 
also of Augusta, November 3, 1741 • 

Under date of November 27, 1741, wc find some items of general 
interest, via 1 

The Grand Jury presented "Jonathan Gibson of the Parish of St. 
Thomas, Gent., for not frequenting his parish church for the spfice of 
two months lust past, on ye information of the Hew Richard* Harts- 
well." Mr. Gibson immediately appeared in court, confessed judg¬ 
ment, and "it was considered by the court that he pay the church 
wardens of St. Thomas parish ten shillings current money, or one hun¬ 
dred pounds of tobacco/* There were two or more parishes in Orange 
county at that time. In one of these, St. Mark’s, Augusta, was in¬ 
cluded till 1745. St. Thomas’ parish was mainly in what is now 
Madison county. 

On the same day, and also on the information of Mr. Hortswell, the 
-following presentments were made: Richard Cross, James Picket and 
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Thomas Wood, far not frequenting their parish church ; and Tully 
Joices, Hartbolomcw Baker and Jonathan Henning, “for swearing an 
oath, each, on the 23d of this instant, November, 1741." 

“Thereupon, on the information of Tully Joices, the jury present* I 
ed the Rev. Richard Hartswcll, of ye parish of St, Thomas, for being 
drunk on the 23d instant, M —the day the swearing was done. This 
was evidently a spiteful proceeding ou Tally’s part. What came of I 
the presentment wc failed to discover. 

Bishop Meade could not ascertain the name of the first minister of 
St. Thomas’ pariah. On page 75, Vol. II, he says: “At that time" 
[1740], “an old Scotch minister of the Episcopal Church, whose name 
I have not been able to ascertain, but who, h seems was fond of good 
cheer and a game of cards, officiated regularly at that church/’ Mr, 
Hartwell was doubtless the person referred to. 

James Patton qualified as •‘Colonel of Augusta County.” May 27, 
174a. 

On June 24. 1742, John Buchanan. John Smith. Samuel Gay, 
James Cathray and John Christian qualified as captains of militia; and 
John Moffett and William Evans as lieutenants. On the same day the 
following constables were appointed, viz : John Stcavcnson, Thomas 
Turk, James Allen, Patrick Martin, John Gay and James Cole. 

Many deeds, executed by Beverley and Borden, respectively, were 
admitted to record In the latter part of 1742, and the number of suits 
had greatly increased. 

The inhabitants of the new county of Augusta discovered before 
long that living without payment of taxes was not desirable. Poor 
people could not be provided for ; roads could not be cleared, nor 
bridges built; and, especially, the wolves were multiplying beyond all 
endurance. They, therefore, made “humble suit” to the assembly, 
and in accordance with their wishes, in May, 1742, an act was passed 
••for laying a tax on the inhabitants of Augusta county.” The act 
provided that the County Court of Orange should divide the county of) 
Augusta into precincts, and appoint persons to take lists of titkables 
therein, and that each tithable should pay two shillings (33# cents) 
yearly to James Patton, John Christupi and John Buchanan, to be laid 
out by them in hiring persons to kill wolves, etc., etc., in such man¬ 
ner as should lie directed by the court-martial to be held annually in 
the connty. 

What the people had to sell, and where they sold their products, 
are questions we cannot answer. Probably peltries and such livestock 
as they could raise and send to market were their only means of ob¬ 
taining money. 
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The state of the country and of society in the settlement, from its 
origin till the year 174s. was quite singular. The dwellings of the 
people were generally constructed of logs, and the furniture was simple 
and scanty. There were no roods worthy of the name, and no wheeled 
vehicles of any kind ; horseback was the only means of transportation. 
There was no minister of religion till Mr. Craig arrived, except tran¬ 
sient visitors 011 two or three occasions ; no marriage feasts, nor fune¬ 
ral rites, and very few sermons on the Sal (hath to call the people to¬ 
gether, There were no courts and court days, except at Orange Court¬ 
house, beyond the mountain. From allowances by the vestry for pro¬ 
fessional services to the poor, subsequent to 1747, we learn the name* 
of several physicians who lived in the county at on early day. Drs. 
Foyle* and Flood are mentioned in 1753, but we lmvc no other infor¬ 
mation in regard to them. No lawyer resided in this bailiwick till 
i? 33 » when wc find Gabriel Jones, the '‘king's attorney," residing on 
his estate near Port Republic. But the sturdy SootchUriih people 
pressed into the country, and by the year 1745 the Alexanders, Allens, 
Anderson*. Bells, Bowyers, Breckinridge*. Brown*. Buchanans, Camp- 
bells, Christians, Craigs, Cunninghams, Dickinsons. Douka* Finleys, 
Johnstons, Kerrs. Lewises, Lyles. Matthewses, Millers, \foores, Mc¬ 
Nutts, Moffett*, McPheeterses, McClungs. McDowells, Pattons. Pick¬ 
enses, Pattcrauns, Ptlsons, Poages, Preston*. Robinsons, Scott*. Sit- 
liugtotis, Stuarts, Tates, Thompsons, Trimbles, Wilson*, Youngs, and 
others aljonndcd in the settlement. Other immigrants of the same 
race came in afterwards. 

On the 30th of July, 1743, the inhabitants of Borden’* tract peti¬ 
tioned Governor Gooch to commission John MtcDowcll captain of mili¬ 
tia, and the paper is one of the “curioiittarof literature." Wc give 
an exact copy of it from the Calendar 0/ / 'irginia State Paper* ; 

“To the Honorable, William Gooch Bsqr Hi* Majesty*’ Lieut: Gov¬ 
ernor &c &c— 

“Sr 

“We your pittionours humbly sheweth that we your Honours 
Loly and Dutifull Subgancke* hath ventred our Lives A all that we 
have In fettling ye back ports of Virginia which was a veri Great 
Havsirt & Dengrous, for it is the Hathins (heathens) Road to ware, 
which has proved hortfull to fevcril of oua that were ye first fettlcrs of 
these back wood* & wee your Honibill pi it toners fotne time a goo 
pittiemed your Honnour for to have Commissioned men amongst ons 
which wc your Honnours moft Duttifull fubjects thought properist 

men & men that had Hart and Curidg to hed us vti time of-& to 

defend your Cotitray and your poor Sobgacks Intrtst from ye voilinec 
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of ye Haithen—Bvt yet agine we Humbly perfume to poot your Hon- 
nor yn mind of our Great want of them in hopes that your Iionner 
will Gram a Caplins' Commission to John McDowell, with follring 
ofishcrs. and your Honnours' Complyeuce in this will be great fcttis- 
fiction to your moft Duttifull and Hum In 1 pittioners—and we as in 
Duty bond shall Ever pray.’ * ^ 

Among the signers were Andrew and David Moore, George Mof¬ 
fett, (written “Marfit,") James McDowell, three Atsdersoos, Matthew 
Lyle (written "Lyel,") and others. David Moore was the father of 
General Andre w Mo ore and Captain \UillSi«^~Hgiin». firorep Moffett 
was no doubt the person of whom Ben Borden was so much afraid, as 
mentioned. He evidently did not subscribe his own nAtnc. hut it was 
written by some otic else as pronounced by the natives of the old I 
country. • 

On the 27th of November. 1742, the "inhabitants of Borden's 
Tract" petitioned for a road to Wood's Gap. and the Court ordered 
that the road be “cleared from James Young’s through Timber Grove." 

A new "Commission of the Peace’* was issued in November. 1742, 
and still another in May, 1743, in both of which Colonels Lewis and 
Patton were included. 

At November Court, 1742, several Indians, arrested "for terrifying 
one Lawrence Strother and on suspicion of stealing hogs." were ordered 
into custody, their guns to be taken from them "till they are ready to 
depart out of the county, they having declared their intention to depart 
out of this colony within a week." 

The military force of Augusta county in the fall of 1742, consisted 
of twelve companies of about fifty men each. The prominent officers 
were, William Beverley, County yeutenant, James Patton, Colonel, 
and Captains John Smith, Andrew Lewis. John Buchanan, James 
Cathrey, John Christian, Samuel Gay. Peter Scholl. James Gill, John 
Willson, Hugh Thompson, George Robinson and John McDowell. 
The rolls of all the companies, except those of (Lewis's. Gay's and 
Thompson's,) are among the collections qf t)r. Draper, which are pre¬ 
served by the State Historical Society or Wisconsin. From copies we 
have obtained, it would seem that all grown men were enrolled, with, 
out respect to age. Ephraim McDowell, then an old man. was a mem¬ 
ber of his son Johu's company. John Moffett was Lieutenant of Capt. 
Smith’s company, and among the privates were Robert Renick, John 
and James Trimble, and Sundry Erwines. Pattersons, Archers and 



• Many of the signers were unquestionably better educated than the writer; 
aod il la strange that a pmou to illiterate was put forward, or took It upon him¬ 
self, to draft the petition. 
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Millers Matthew Lyle and John Mathew* were members of Capt. 
Buchanan's company, which embraced also Walkers, Audersons, 
Moores and McClures (written McClcwcr.) Capt Christian had under 
his command Robert McClanahan and all the Breckinridge*, includ¬ 
ing Alexander, the hither. David Logan and Robert McDowell be¬ 
longed to Capt. Cathrcy's company. Volante Severe (otherwise Val¬ 
entine Sevier, father of Gen. John Sevier,) belonged to Capt. Peter 
Scholl's company. No less than five McCutchens and four Youngs 
were members of Capt. Willson’s company. 

Estimating the population from the number of men required to 
perform military service, we find that the total population of the coun¬ 
ty, ten yearn after the first settlement, was about 2,500. 

Capt. John McDowell did not brig enjoy the honor and perform 
the duties of his office. He and seven of his men were killed in a fight 
with Indians, on December, 14, 1742/ on North river, near Balcony 
Palls, within the pressent county of Rockbridge. A letter from Judge 
Samuel McDowell, son of Capt. McDowell, written to Col. Arthur 
Campbell, in 1808. give* a somewhat detailed account of this first con¬ 
flict of whites with Indi utt. 

I Judge McDowell states that about the first of December, 1742, a 
party of thirty-three ^Delaware Indians came into the settlement in 
Borden's grant saying that they were on their way to assail the CaUw- 
, ba tribe with which they were at war. They professed friendship for 
the whites, and were entertained for a day by Capt. McDowell, who 
"treated them with whiskey.' 1 From McDowell's they went down the 
South branch of North river, and encamped seveu or eight days. They 
hunted, went to the houses of white people, scaring women and chil¬ 
dren, taking what they wanted, ami shot horses running at large. 

Complaint beiug made to Col. Patton, the County Lieutenant, he 
I ordered Capt. McDowell to call ont his company, and conduct the 
Indian* tieyoad the while settlement. The company consisted of 
thirty-three or four men, and embraced all the settlers in what is now 
Rockbridge county. In the mean while the Indians moved their camp 
further South. The company of white men, thirty-three in number, 
overtook the Indians and accompanied them beyond Peter Sailing’s, 

I then the furthest white settlement. About one-half the company were 
I 011 horseback and the remainder on foot. One of the Indians was lame 
and fell behind, all the whites passing him, except one. The lame 
Indian left the path and %vent into the woods, and the white man who 
was in the rear fired his gun at him. Immediately the Indians raised 
the war whoop and the fight began. As stated, the Captain and seven 
of his men were killed. For a time the result was doubtful, but finally 
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the Indunt gave way. leaving seventeen of their men dead on the 
ground. The survivors took to the Blue Ridge, and pursued it till 
they reached the Potomac river. Several who were wounded died on 
the way, and it was learned that only ten of them readied their home 
in Pennsylvania. The people of the settlement gathered on the field 
of slaughter, and, says Foote, 4< took the nine” [eight] “bloody corpses 
on horseback and laid them side by side near McDowell's dwelling, 
while they prepared their graves in overwhelming sorrow/' John 
McDowell’s grave may still be found in the family burying ground, 
near TimbcrUidge church, marked by a rough stone. 

For more than a year a state of war existed between the Indians I 
and whites; but peace was restored m 1744, by the treaty of Lancas¬ 
ter, Pennsylvania. 

We return again to the records of Orange County Court : 

On February 26, 1743, John Pendergrass, for not attending his 
parish church, was fined ten shillings, or one hundred pounds of tobac¬ 
co, payable to the church wardens. In the Valley nothing of this kind 
was done during the time of the religious establishment. The settlers 
of the Valley, coming in as Dissenters, had ample "toleration" ; but 
in other parts of the colony, people claimed as belonging to the Estab¬ 
lished Church, and forsaking its services, were subjected to the sort of 
discipline referred to. 

In 1743. Beverley prosecuted suits against James Bell, Patrick 
Campbell and George Robertson, of Augusta. 

On the 23d of February, 1744, James Patton qualified as collector 
of duties “in that part of Orange called Augusta." 

On the same day, Peter Scholl and others living on Smith’s creek, 
(now Rockingham), petitioned the Court, setting forth that they were 
required to work on a road thirty miles distant from their plantations, 
and praying fur a new road nearer home. Evidently there was no road 
within thirty miles of Peter Scholl's dwelling. That, however, did 
not trouble him and bis neighbors so much as the fact that they had 
to go so for to work, which was a hardship. The petition was 
granted. 

Peter Scholl was one of the first justices of Augusta county in 
1745. A man of the same name, and probably the same person, was 
living in Kentucky, in 1776, intimately associated with Dauicl Boone, 
lie is spoken of as Boone's nephew in-law*. (See Collin’s History of 
Kentucky.) 

May 24, 1744, Jane Breckinridge, widow of Alexander Breckin¬ 
ridge, in open court relinquished her right to administer on the estate 
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of her deceased husband, in favor of her son, George,* who entered 


into 


KOI 


d. etc. 


James Trimble was appointed constable in place of James Ander¬ 
son, February 28, 1744. This was probably the James Trimble who 
became deputy surveyor of Augusta in December, 1745. 

At last wc find a movement for a road through the Valley. On 
February 24, 1745, James Patton and John Buchanan reported that 
they had viewed the way from the Frederick county line 4 ‘through 
that part of the county called Augusta, according to the order made 
last March,” (which the writer failed to see) and the court ordered 
“that the said way be established a public road.*' 

The last order of Orange Court in reference to Augusta or her 
people, was entered at November term, 1745, when Augusta’s part of 
the cost of running the line between the two counties was fixed at 
£32 5s. 9d. 


The Rev. John Ckaxg and His Times. 

The late Maj, J. M. McCuc, an enthusiastic antiquarian, brought 
to light a record book kept by the pioneer minister of the Valley for 
nine years, and from it we give here some interesting extracts. 

The title of the book, as written by the minister himself, is as fol¬ 
lows: ” A record of the names of the children baptized by the Rev. 
John Craig, both in his own and In neighboring congregations, where 
God in His Providence ordered his labors/' It, however, embraces 
other things besides the record of baptisms. The writer was too busy 
to think of style, and sonic of the entries arc the more interesting be¬ 
cause of their quaintness and crudity. 

The first child baptized in the county by Mr. Craig was Elizabeth, 
daughter of Jeremiah Williams, October 5, 1740. On October 26th, 
Samuel, son of William Logan, was baptized ; and on the 28th, Mary. 
daughter of John Preston . Jean, daughter of Robert AfcClanuhan . 
was baptized December S, 1740, and this child, on growing up. became 
the wife of Alexander St. Clair, who is often mentioned in the Annals, 
and is the author’s great-grand-mother. 

James Bell's twins, William and James, were baptized December 
12, 1740. They were of the Long Glade family. William was killed 
j in battle during the Revolutionary War. 

At the close of the first year. Mr. Craig writes: “The year being 
ended, the whole number baptized by me is one hundred ami thirty- 
three ; sixty-nine males and sixty-four females. Glory to God who is 
daily adding members to His visible church ! “ 

• George Breckinridge probably moved to Albemarle, and therefore bis 
name seldom appears in the Annals of Augusta. An act of Assembly in 1759. 
provided for the pay of persons who had rendered military service, and among 
them was a George Brockcnridge of Albemarle, *ho was entitled to LI shillings.— 
Hening , Vol. 7, p. joj. 
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It appears from Mr. Craig’s record, as well as elsewhere, that 
there was a low state of morals amongst the white servants brought 
into the county before the Revolution. This is not to be wondered at, 
as many of such persons were criminals brought over under sentence 
of transportation. But good people appear to have sought to rear the 
children of the convicts under religious influences. On January 20, 
1742, Mr. James Patton stood sponsor for a child baptised, named 
Ilenry, born in his house of a convict servant, a base person : could 
not be brought to tell who was the father, notwithstanding all means 

Robert, sou of Robert Young, was baptized January 22, 1742, and 
Mr. Craig notes that he was “born with teeth.“ 

William Johnston's son, Zachariah, was baptized September 26, 
1742, and hia son, Joseph, April 21, 1745. 

In the second year the number of haptisms was eighty-two, and 
the record is followed by another ascription of praise to God. 

Under date of December 19, 1742, we find : •'This day the news 
of the Indiatt rebellion and the death of our friends by their hands, 
came to our ears. " The allusion is to the massacre of John McDowell 
and his companions in the Forks bf James river. 

David Logan's child. Benjamin, was baptized by Mr#' Craig, May 
3 . * 743 * This child became the distinguished General Logan of Ken¬ 
tucky. 

On the 26th of June, 1743, several children were baptized at North 
Mountain Moeting-hoti.sc, and on the 30th, eight at South Mountain 
Meeting*house. The latter place may have been the predecessor of 
Tinkling Spring,-or it may have been in the present county of Rock¬ 
bridge, The names of the childrcu baptized there were Hays, Green¬ 
lee, Dunlap, Crawford, Breckinridge, etc. 1 

The child of a woman “lately from Ireland, M bound to John Pick¬ 
ens, was baptized December 10, 1743. Mrs. Eleanor Pickens stood 
sponsor, her husband being abroad. From 1740 to 1749, inclusive, 
various children of Israel, John and Gabriel Pickens were baptized. 

James Robertson's son, Alexander, was baptized January io, 1744. 

On the 13th of January. 1744, David Campbell s child. Arthur, / 
was baptized. This was the widely known and distinguished Colonel 
Arthur Campbell. 

James Trimble s son. John, was baptized March iS, 1744, and 
James Robertson's son, George, April 24, 1744. 

Mr. Craig punned his calling wherever he went. Under date of 
June 1, 1744. he says: “Being at Synod" [of Philadelphia] M I baptized 
three children in Pennsylvania.' 9 

Elizabeth Hcrison. “an adult person,” was baptized July 27, 1744, 
and the following children at the dates mentioned: John Pickens' 
son, Israel, October i, 1744; Thomas Stuart’s son, Archibald, and 
Edward Hairs daughter, Jennet, February 12, 1745; John Crawford's 
son, William, March 21, 1745; and David Logan's son, Hugh, March 
Hi 1 7-15 

William Renix was baptized June 2, 1745, and his brother, Joshua, 
in October, 1746. These were children of Robert Renix, for Rcuick), 
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who was killed by Indians in 1761, and his wife and chiJdrcn carried 
off. William returned from captivity with his mother in 1767, Joshua 
remained with the Indians, and became a chief of the Miami*. 

Next we have the date of the first meeting at Tinkling Spring. 
After recording the baptism of Samuel Davison's child, Jesse, April 
14, 1745* Mr. Craig says, in words expressive of his dissatisfaction 
with the place and the people : "This being the first day we meet at 
the contentious meeting-house about half built—T. S. M 

The "contention" to which Colonel Patton was a party, was then 
vexing Mr. Craig’s soul. He mentions, however, June 9, 1745* "this 
day Colonel Patton appeared at meeting/ Wc shall sec hereafter 
about the "contention" alluded to. 

On September x, 1745, Charles Campbell's son, William, was bap¬ 
tized. This child became the celebrated General William Campbell, 
of King's Mountain fame, the maternal grandfather of William C. 
Preston, of South Carolina. 

February 26, 1746, was u a fast clay appointed by the Governor 
upon ye account of ye civil war." The war referred to was doubtless 
the rebellion in Great Britain stirred up by Charles Edward, son of the 
Pretender to the British throne, which licgan in 1745, and was ended 
by the battle of Culloden, April 16, 1746. 

At North Mountain Meeting-house, June t, 1746, among the chil¬ 
dren baptized were John Trimble’s sou, James, and Alexander' Craw¬ 
ford’s son, William. It is an interesting coincidence that John Trim¬ 
ble and Alexander Crawford were both mnrdered*by Indians in Octo¬ 
ber, 1764, and probably on the same day, as related elsewhere. John 
Trimble's son, James, mentioned above, probably died in childhood, 
and another child called by the same name, Iwm in 1756, became Cap¬ 
tain James Trimble. 

John Madison, the first clerk of the County Court of Augusta 
county, and father of Bishop Madison, was no doubt a member of the 
Church of Eugland; but, no rector having been appointed for Augusta 
parish, his son Thomas was baptized by Mr. Craig in October, 1746. 

David Stuart and Abigail Hcrrisoti, "adult persons," were "bap¬ 
tized. after profession of faith and obedience," January 21, 1747. 

Thomas Stuart's child, Jennet, was baptized February 22, 1747, 
This was probably the "Miss Jenny Stuart," a very old maiden lady, 
who was residing in Staunton within the recollection of persons still 
living. y 

Mr. Craig's record shows that there were repeated lapses from the 
path of virtue, and not alone by the class of "convict servants." It 
would not be to edification to set these matters forth in detail. The 
civil magistrates were rigid in the enforcement of laws against immor¬ 
ality. and the minister of religion faithfully performed his duty in the 
premises as he understood it. "Public satisfaction" was required of 
delinquents before they were allowed to have their children baptized. 

The first rector of Augusta parish was the Rev. John Hindman, 
who was appointed April 6, 1747, He seems to have been a Dissenter 
and an old acquaintance of Mr. Craig, who mentions him curtly, April 
5, 1747, as follows : "This day John Hindman attend, hnving turned 
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bis coat and now appears in the quality of a Church of England par* 

#A _ N .' 

son. 

Robert McClanahan’* son, Robert, was baptized April 19, 1747. 
He became Dr. Robert McClanahan. removed (after 1770), to the part 
of Botetourt now Greenbrier, was captain in the Botetourt regiment 
under Colonel Fleming in 1774, and killed at the battle of Point 
Pleasant. 

John Tntc’a child, Eleanor, was baptized at North Mountain meet¬ 
ing-house, November 5, 1747; and Joseph Bell's child, Mary, Feb¬ 
ruary 21, 1748. 

Andrew Lewis's son, Sara\iei. was baptized September 15, 1748, 
and became a Lieutenant Colonel in the Revolutionary War. 

James Crawford's son, Alexander, and Patrick Crawford's daugh¬ 
ter, Martha, were baptized in November, 1748. 

Robert McClanahan'» child, William, was baptized January to, 
1749. He was the father of Colonel Elisha McClanahan, of Roanoke. 

On January 22, 1749, Mr. Craig makes the Jnflowing entry: 
•'This the 6rst day we meet in and preach in Augusta meet tug-house." 
It is generally supposed that this refers to the stone meeting-house 
which is still standing and used by the congregation. • ^ 

During the yot£ * 749 . besides his regular preaching places, Au¬ 
gusta and Tinkling’Spring. Mr. Craig administered baptism at North 
Mountain, South Mountain, “Timber Grove," North River, near 
Great Lick, Calf Pasture and Cow “Pasture. 

The last entry in the book is dated September 28, 1749* During 
the nine preceding years the number of baptism* was 883,—463 males 
and 420 females. Mr. Craig could not say with the Apostle Paul that 
he was sent "not to baptize, but to preach the gospel," although he 
too, no doubt, preached whenever and wherever lie could. 

• A letter from the Rev. Dr. William Brawn, dated Bay View, (Florid*, Jan, 
34, 1880, says: "I think you mention somewhere that the exact date of the build¬ 
ing of Augusta church wma not known. I am Able to aupply the ^Udldcncy. In 1887, 

I visited the ftuuily of John Hamilton, a grandson of Rev. John Craig. They were 
about to remove to Mi»*o<tri. I found in a blank leaf of one of hia hooka, a mem¬ 
orandum in Mr. Craig'a handwriting, in which be states that on such a day be 
the corner atone of August* church, and makes record of the prayer which 
he offered. It was in August, 1747, # • When I went to Augusta church in 
1836, the tradition was, that the building was advanced far enough to be occupied 
in 1748, but wna not completed foe two or three years after/' **The small log 
building previously need, stood about the center of the old grave-yard/* 

Among the records of the County Surveyor's office is a book known as the 
“Entry Book/' on page 2of wlikh it the following: 

•'May 16.1746—200 acre* for ye Meeting house of ye Lower congregation, 
where it is now Built, including a spring adjoining Thomas Stephcnoou’a land/' 

The reference here is no doubt to the original log house, not the itone 
church. 

Mr. Craig state* in hia diary that the firot oerrice wna held In the atone 
church on January 22, 1712 ; but oa the year at that time began on March 35th, 
the month of January belonged to the same year as the preceding month of De¬ 
cember. Therefore, Mr. Craig's date of January 39, 1749, Is, according to the 
present reckoning, January 23, 1750. 
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FROM TFIK FIRST COURT TO THK FIRST INDIAN WAR. 

1 At length the time for the organization of the county had arrived. 
On October 30, 1745, Governor Gooch issued "a Commission of the 
Peace/' paming the first magistrates for the county, viz : James Pat- 
7 ton, John Lewis, John Buchanan, George Robinson, Peter Scholl. 
James Bell, Robert Campbell, John Brown, Robert Poagc, John 
Pickens, Thomas Xewis, Hugh Thompson, Robert Cunningham. John 
Tinla (Finley?), Richard Woods, John Christian, Robert Craven, 
James Kerr, Adam Dickinson, Andrew Pickens, and John Anderson— 
in all twenty-one. f , 

At the same time, the Governor turned a commission to games 
Patton as sheriff of the county. John v Madison was appointed clerk of 
the county court by “commission under the hand and seal of Thomas 
Nelson, Esq., Secretary of Virginia," and Thomas Lewis was com¬ 
missioned surveyor of the county by “William Dawson, president, and 
the masters of the college of William and Mary.” 

In anticipation of the organization, William Beverley, the paten¬ 
tee, had erected a court-house on his land, and at the southwest cor¬ 
ner of the present court-house lot. On the day the commissions to the 
county officers were issued at Williamsburg, Beverley wrote from the 
same place to the justices of Augusta, informing them that he had 
erected the house referred to at his “mill place," and would before 
spring make a deed for the “house and two acres of land about the 
same to the use of the county to build their prison, stocks, etc., on." 
It will lie observed that nothing was said about Staunton as the coun¬ 
ty-seat. There were doubtless some dwellings and other houses here, 
but the spot was then only known as Beverley's “Mill Place." 

The building erected by Mr. Beverley is described in a ' 'present¬ 
ment" by the Grand Jury, May 21, 1748. It was “thirty-eight feet 
three inches long, and eighteen feet three inches wide in the clear, 
built with logs hewed on both sides, not layed close, some of the cracks 
between the logs quite open, four or five inches wide and four or five 
feet long, and some stopped with chunks and clay, but not quite close, 
two small holes cut for windows, but no glass or shutters to them; the 
inside not furnished nor fitting for his Majesty’s Judicatory * to sit." 
Signed, Wm. Christian, Foreman. 
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The justices appointed by the Governor assembled at the court-house 
on December 9, 1745, and took the prescribed oaths of office. Next, 
the commission of the sheriff was read, and he was duly qualified. 
Thereupon, ••court was proclaimed,'* the following justices being on 
the bench : John Lewis, John Brown, Thomas Lewis, Robert Cun¬ 
ningham, Peter Scholl, John Pickens, Hugh Thompson, James Kerr, 

( and Adam Dickinson. 

Thus was started the County Court of Augusta, which continued 
without material change till the year 1852, when justices of the peace 
became elective by the popular vote. Previously, during a period of 
one hundred and seven years, the justices assembled in court nomina¬ 
ted new members from time to time, as the exigencies of the county 
required ; and the executive of the colony, and afterward* of the State, 
confirmed the nominations by issuing the necessary commissions. 

The justices received no pay, except that after a time the system 
was introduced of conferring the office of high sheriff of the county, 
for a term of two years, upon the justices in rotation, according to 
seniority of commission ; the sheriffs “farming out” the office to dep¬ 
uties who discharged all its duties. Upon the expiration of the term 
of office, the high sheriffs reverted to the position of justice of the 
peace, and awaited their turn for the lucrative office, which, however, 
very few obtained a second time. 

The first business in order after the justices took their scats on 
the bench and the court was proclaimed, was to receive and approve 
the official bond of the sheriff. The clerk was also qualified; and 
William Russell, James Porteus, Gabriel Jones, John Quin, and Thom¬ 
as Chew qualified to practice as attorneys*at-law. 

On the next day, December io, the commissions of Thomas Lew* 
is, surveyor, and his deputy, James Trimble, were produced in court, 
and those officers were sworn in. The sheriff on the same day, ‘’moved 
the court to be informed how he was to secure his prisoners, there be¬ 
ing no prison.*' The provident Col. Beverley had not thought of that. 
The court, however, ordered the sheriff to summon a guard, and “to 
provide shackles, bolts, handcuffs, etc.” A committee was also ap¬ 
pointed to “build a prison and erect stocks.*' Great importance was 
evidently attached in those days to “stocks/* It waa thought quite 
impossible for a well-ordered community to get along without them. 

The “presentment 0 of the Grand Jury in 1748, describes the jail 
built by the Court ns a house : “Twenty-two feet three inches long, 
and seventeen feet three inches wide, from outside to outside, built 
with square logs near one foot thick, holes at ye corners and elsewhere 
two or three inches wide, and so poorly dove-tailed at the corners that 
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it would be a very easy matter to pull it all down. The chynmcy that 
was formerly built in a very poor manner, now part of it is down, so 
that there is an open way to the root which a man might easily break 
with his foot and hands." 

After a short session on the loth, the court adjourned till the 
next court in turn. Iu pursuance of the Act of 1738, the court then 
met on the second Monday iu each month* 

The business of the county court, as indicated by the order books, 
was heavy and diversified. The first session of court was held, as 
stated, in December, 1745, and by the February term following there 
was a large docket of causes lor trial. Single justices had jurisdiction 
of causes involving less than twenty-five shillings. In all other causes 
at law and in equity, civil and criminal, (not involving loss of life or 
member), the court bad jurisdiction, there being, however, a right of 
appeal to the general court, which was then composed of the Gover- 
nor and his council. 1 Attendance at the county court every month be¬ 
came burdensome to the people, and in October, 1748, an act of as¬ 
sembly was passed, establishing quarterly courts for the trial of causes. 
Four or more justices were required to constitute a court. 

According to the order book of the County Court, the second 
term of the Court began on February 11, 1745. This apparent error 
is thus explained : Until 1752, the English year began on the 25th 
of March, and consequently January, February, and March, (up to the 
25th), belonged to the same year as the preceding December. The year 
1745 continued till March 25th, and then the year 1746, began.* 

We may mention that the first clerk of the county court, John 
Madison, was the father of the Rey. Dr. James Madison, for some 
time bishop of the Episcopal church in Virginia. John Madison, the 
clerk; Gabriel Jones, the lawyer; and Thomns Lewis, the surveyor, 
whose wives were sisters, (Misses Strother, from Stafford county), 
lived in the same neighborhood, near Port Republic. 

Among the first justices of the peace we find John and Andrew 
Pickens. One of these w as the father of the distinguished General An¬ 
drew' Pickens, of South Carolina. General Henry Lee states in his 
"Memoirs of the War" (page 594), that General Pickens was born in 
Paxton township, Pennsylvania, September 19, 1739. His parents 
were from Ireland. When he w'as a child his father removed to Au¬ 
gusta county, Virginia, and in 1752 to the Waxhaw* settlement, in 

# France and Scotland adopted the first of January as the beginning of the 
year much earlier than England, and, therefore, in the latter country, before the 
change was sanctioned by act of Parliament, dates falling between January 1st 
and March 25th, were commonly expressed thus : February 10, 1745- % 6, the last 
figure Indicating the year according to the present reckoning. 
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South Carolina. He was actively engaged in the Indian wars 
and the Revolution. He was conspicuous for his valor at the 
Cowpens. Haw River. Augusta (Georgia), and Hutaw ; and Ixe de¬ 
clares that he contributed in an equal degree with Sumter and Marion 
to the liberation of the Southern States. After the war he served in 
the Legislature of South Carolina and the United State* Congress. 
•‘This great and good military 4 chieftain," as General Lee styles 
him, died August it, 1817, at his seat in Pendleton District, South 
Carolina, which had been the scene of one of his earliest Indian bat¬ 
tle*. "He was,” say* Lee, “a sincere believer in the Christian relig¬ 
ion, and a devout observer of the Presbyterian form of worship/' 

The first will presented in the County Court of Augusta, was that 
of Robert WilsOO* It was executed November 3, 1745, and was proved 
and admitted to record February' 11« 1746. 

The first deed recorded, dated December 9, 1745. was from An¬ 
drew Pickens to William McPhcetcrs, and conveyed twelve and one- 
half acres of land in consideration of five shillings. Deed Books t v a 
and 3, are occupied almost exclusively by the conveyance* of William 
Beverley to various persous. 

Beverley made many deeds previous to 1745, which were recorded 
in Orange; and from 1745 to 1755. no less than one hundred and 
sixty-six of his deeds were recorded in Augusta. He never conveyed 
the two acre* promised to the justices in 1745 ; hut in 1749, he dona¬ 
ted much more land to the county, as we shall sec. 

From the papers in nil early suit we, have ascertained the prices in 
the county of several articles in the year 1745. Money was then, and 
fora long time afterward, counted in pounds, shillings, and pence, one 
pound, Virginia currency, being $3-33#.* We state the price* here 

• Mr. Jefferson, in his XaUs am Virginia, Qoery XXI, Mjn: “How it haa 
happened that in this as well aa other American States the nominal value of coin 
was made to differ from what it was in the conn try we had left, ami to differ 
among ourselves, too, I am not able to tar with certaintyHe says, however, 
the fint symptom of the depreciation of Virginia paper money "waa that of 
filter dollars telling at win shillings, which had before been worth but five 
•hilling* and ninepence/* The trouble about the currency arose aa early as IffBL 
In 1045 the House of Hurgeases established “the Spanish piece of eight" ($li, at 
six shillings, as the standard of their currency. In 10*0 they sunt an address to 
the King, iu consequence of which, by proclamation, in 16K&,die timed the valttt 
of “pieces of eight" at aix shillings. Other regulations weny made in 1710, 1714, 

1757 and lTfffi. 

Titus the Spanish dollar, the standard of Virginia currency, being made I 
to consist of six shillings, each shilling, the one-sixth of a dollar, being 1*M | 
cent! ; and twenty shillings, here as in England, making one pound, the Vir- j 
ginia pound got to be |8.33tf. * I 
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in the present currency. The price of sugar was t6# cents per pound, 
two nutmegs 22 cents, half a pound of powder 33# cents, one and a 
half pounds of lead 19# cents, and one ounce of indigo 25 cents. 

The rates of ordinaries fixed by the court, March to. 1746, were 
as follows : For a hot diet, 12# cents; a cold ditto, 8# cents; lodg¬ 
ing, with clean sheets, 4 H cents; stabling and fodder at night, 8 )i 
cents; rum, the gallon, $1.50; whiskey, the gallon, $1; claret, the 
quart. 83# cents. 

The ordinary proceedings of the County Court, as recorded in the 
order books, often illustrate the history of the times, and we shall make 
frequent quotations. 

As soon os the court was established, taverns were needed at the 
county scat. Therefore we find that ou February 12, 1746, license to 
keep ordinaries at the court-house was granted to Robert McClonahan 
and John Hutchinson. And on the same day it was "ordered that 
any attorney interrupting another at the bar. or speaking when he is 
not employed, forfeit five shillings. 91 

On February 19, 1746, a court was held to receive proof of "public 
claims." and the losses of several gicrsoti* by the Indians were proved 
and ordered to be certified to the general assembly for allowance. 

While the white settlers and Indians who often passed through 
the country were supposed to be at peace, and the more prudent set¬ 
tlers sought by every means to conciliate the savages, instances of rob¬ 
bery and massacre by Indians were not infrequent, as is shown by the 
records of the County Court and otherwise. Tradition tells of an 
Indian raid upon a homestead near Buffalo Gap, but at what date is 
not stated. The ancestor of the Bell family of that neighborhood 
lived some two miles from the gap, and the females and children who 
were at home, learned that a party of Indians were in the vicinity. 
Feeling insecure, they abandoned their house and nought safety else¬ 
where. The Indians would have passed the dwelling without discov¬ 
ering it, but were attracted to the place by the cackling of a flock of 
geese. They plundered the house, netting it on fire, by design or ac¬ 
cident, and went off. From that day to the present no member or de¬ 
scendant of that family of Bells has kept geese. 

At the April tenn, 1746, of the County Court, John Nicholas 
having declined to act as prosecuting attorney, the court recommended 
Gabriel Jones "as a fit person to transact his majesty’s affairs in this 
county." Mr. Jones was accordingly appointed, and duly qualified at 
the next court. 

At May term, 1746, John Preston proved his importation from 
Ireland, with his wife, Elizabeth, William, his son, and lattice and 
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Ann, his daughters, at hia own charge, "in order to partake of his 
majesty's bounty for taking up land." % 

John Preston came to America with his brother-in-law, James 
Patton, a brother of Mrs. Preston. It is believed that he lived on the 
farm a mile N. E. of Staunton, recently known as the Mosby-Taylor 
farm, and now, (189a), owned by M. E. Miller. 

Mrs. Lititia Floyd, daughter of Col. William Preston, grand¬ 
daughter ot John Preston, and wife of the first Governor Floyd, in 
1843 wrote an account of the Preston family, from which we take most 
of the following statements: 

Colonel Jnmes Patton had four sisters, two of whom married "men 
of quality’* in the old country. The youngest sister, Elisabeth, while 
crossing the river Shannon in a boat, had as a fellow-passenger a young 
man of striking appearance, who proved to be a ship carpenter named 
John Preston. This casual interview led to acquaintance and a 
runaway marriage. The young lady thus placed herself "out of the 
pale of her family/' Her brother. James Patton, having afterwards 
retired from the sea and settled in America, induced Mr. and Mrs. 
Preston to emigrate also. Mrs. Floyd puts the date of their arrival in 
the Valley at 1735, and says John Preston died seven years afterwards 
at "Gih*oti*sold place, eight miles below Staunton." But it appears 
from the records of Augusta County Court that his death occurred in 
1747, and if he lived only seven years after coming, he must have 
arrived in 17411 with Alexander Breckinridge and many others, ns is 
generally supposed to have been the fact. While living in Augusta, 
remote from the seaboard, John Preston employed himself ns a cabinet¬ 
maker, constructing household furniture for himself and neighbors. 

William, only son of John Preston, was born in the town of New¬ 
ton, Ireland, November 25, 1729. He received most of his education 
in America, from the Rev. John Craig. Mrs. Patton was a haughty j 
woman, aays Mrs. Floyd, and kept aloof from the Prestons. A silly 
prediction of an Irish woman that William Preston would get hia 
uncle's fortune, so impressed her with dread of a marriage lictween the 
nephew and one of her daughters, that she allowed no intercourse 
between the young people. She died soon after the marriage of her 
daughters,—one to a kinsman of hers named Thompson, and the other 
to John Buchanan. Coloucl Patton then induced his widowed sister 
to remove to Spring Farm, iu the vicinity of Staunton, and went to j 
live with her, 

John Preston ami other Presbyterian people of Staunton and 
vicinity of his day, worshiped at Tinkling Spring, and his body was 
interred at that place. His eldest daughter married Robert Breckin* 


*■» 
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ridge, the ancestor of several distinguished men. The second daugh¬ 
ter married the Rev. John Brown, pastor of New Providence church, 
and from them descended John Brown, of Kentucky, and James Brown, 
of Louisiana, both of them United States Senators, and the latter min¬ 
ister to France. William Preston was the father of a numerous family, 
male and female, and many of his descendants have been eminent in 
various walks of life. John Preston, the ancestor, appears to have 
been a quiet man, and without the bustling energy which character¬ 
ized other pioneer settlers ; but the traits which he and "his wife 
Elizabeth,” transmitted to their posterity is a noble testimony that the 
pair possessed more than common merit. He died in 1747, leaving a 
very small estate, as far as appears. His wife qualified as adminis¬ 
tratrix, February 6, 1747, and executed a bond, with John Maxwell 
and Robert McClanahan as her securities, in the penalty of ^100, in¬ 
dicating a personal estate of only ^50. 

On the day that John Preston “proved his importation/' the court 
ordered that "Edward Boyle, for damning the court and swearing four 
oaths in their presence, be put in the stocks for two hours, and be 
fined twelve shillings,” ($2). 

At November term, 1746, the court made an allowance to provide 
small beer, [for the Justices, it is presumed]. and for stabling the horses 
of justices, attorneys and officers. Persons were licensed to sell liquor 
in booths and stalls on the court-house lot ; and at March term, 1750, 
commissioners were appointed to inspect the beer sold at every court, 
“and if it appear that the same is not at least one month old and well 
hop'd then they presume not to ask more than one penny a quart.” 

Till the year 1746, no vestrymen had been elected, as provided in 
the act of 1738. In that year, however, an election was held, and 
twelve persons were chosen to constitute the vestry of the parish, viz : 
James Patton, (Col.) John Buchanan, John Madison, Patrick Hays, 
John Christian. (Mr.) John Buchanan, Robert Alexander, Thomas 
Gordon, James Lockhart, John Archer, John Matthews, ami John 
Smith. 

From the first settlement of Virginia the Church of England had 
been established in the colony. The inhabited parts were laid off into 
parishes, in each of which was a minister, who had a fixed salary in 
tobacco, together with a farm (called glebe) and a parsonage. There 
was a general assessment on all the inhabitants to meet the expenses. 

When a new parish was established, the vestrymen were elected 
by the qualified voters, but vacancies occurring afterwards were filled 
by the board. Two members were annually chosen to act as church¬ 
wardens, and these were more particularly charged with all matters 
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pertaining to religion and public morals. The minister, or rector, was 
ex officio president of the board. 

Vestrymen were not merely ecclesiastical officers, but some of the 
duties now performed by supervisors were imposed upon them by law. | 
They had the care uf the poor, and attended to the important duty, as 
it was then, of "processioning lands.” At a time when the bounds* 
ries of contiguous tracts of land were ill defined, to prevent or settle 
disputes! commissioners were appointed by the vestry to ascertain and 
fix the lines. This custom had fallen into disuse, and every law on the 
subject luid disappeared from the statute books, till the destruction of 
many county records during the late war, led to an act of Assembly, 
in ift65*'6, reviving the practice. In England the vestry lias also 
charge of all highways in the parish ; but in Virginia, during colonial 
times, little or no concern was taken about public roods. 

The vestry held meetings statedly, at least once a year, to count 
up and provide for the expenses of the parish. They laid the parish 
levy; and it is curious at this day to find that here, as well as else* 
where in the cokmy, glebe forms were bought, churches and parson* 
ages built, ministers, readers and sextons paid, and even the sacra¬ 
mental wine provided, out of the public treasury. 

All members of the vestry were required by law to take the 
various oaths imposed upon public officers generally, and, in addition, 
to subscribe a declaration "to be comforranble to the doctrine and dis¬ 
cipline of the Church of England." It is quite certain that most of 
the vestrymen of Augusta parish in 1746, were Dissenters from the 
Established Church. How they could, with a clear conscience, sub¬ 
scribe the declaration referred to is a question. They probably pteaded 
the necessity of the case. Without vestrymen and a rector the local 
government could not be completed, the poor could not be cared for, 
lands could not be "processioned,” and especially none of the young 
people in the county coukl get married without much expense and in¬ 
convenience. The Scotch-Irish vestrymen of Augusta pariah, with 
James Patton at their head, very HkeJy agreed "to be corn for mable," J 
with the understanding that it was only for the time being and in 
respect to the particular public duties they undertook to discharge. 
They did not relax their interest in the dissenting congregations to 
which they Ijclongcd, and, as far as known, they did not incur censure 
nor lose reaped by their conformity as vestrymen. Sonic Dissenters j 
of the Covenanter stock no doubt compared the Presbyterian vestry¬ 
men and church-wardens to Naaman, the Syrian, bowing himself in 
the house of Kimmou, l>ecause the King leaned upon his hand. Ah 
will be seen hereafter, the practice of subscribing the declaration of 
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conformity fell into partial disuse, and some persons elected vestrymen 
refused to subscribe when required to do so, and retired from the 
board. 

The vestry of Augusta parish met for the first time in the court¬ 
house, April 6, 1747. They elected John Madison, clerk, and Robert 
Alexander and James Lockhart, church wardens. The Rev. John 
Hindman appeared with letters from the Governor, etc., recommend¬ 
ing him for employment as "rector of the parish." The vestry, how¬ 
ever, were not in a hurry, and proceeded to drive a bargain with Mr. 
Hindman. They agreed to accept him, provided he would not iusist 
upon the purchase of glebe lauds for two years, and would hold his 
services in the meanwhile in the court-house, “and in people's houses 
of the same persuasion." Moreover, he was not to complain to the 
Governor in regard to the tardiness of his vestrymen. A glebe farm, 
however, was purchased, and a church building was erected in Staun¬ 
ton in the course of time. The farm was at the foot of North Moun¬ 
tain, about five miles south of Swoope's depot, and is now owned by 
the Thompson family. No church was ever built there, but farm 
buildings were erected, and an acre or more of land was laid off for a 
public burying ground. In common with other glebe lands, the farm 
was disposed of as directed by law, after the disestablishment of the 
Church of England in the State. The church in Staunton w’as built 
ou land given by Beverley, April 3, 1750. It was begun in 1760, 
and finished in 1763. 

Webster's History of the Presbyterian church in the United States, 
states that a Presbyterian preacher named Hyiidman w as sent from the 
North to Virginia as an Evangelist, but died soon after being called to 
Kockfish and Mountain Plain. He is no doubt the same person as the 
first rector of Augusta Parish, of whom Mr. Craig speaks in his diary 
as a "turn coat. “ If so, Episcopal ordination would seem to have 
been dispensed with in his case. There was no Episcopal bishop in 
Virginia. 

Mr. Hindman's salary, payable in money, was £50 a year. Com¬ 
missary Dawson, in a letter of July ir, 1749, to the Bishop of London, 
states that the parish w r as then vacant because of the death of Mr. 
Hindman. At a meeting of the vestry, on the day last named, Mr. 
Uo\>eTt Qowscme, recommended W “Peter Yledgman, gent\eman," 
sought the vacant place, but he was rejected, the vestry “not being 
acquainted with him," and resolving to receive no minister “without a 
trial first bad." For more than two years the parish was vacant, and 
then in 1752, the Rev. John Jones was inducted on the recommendation 
of Governor Dinwiddie. 
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But wc have anticipated the course of event*. It is probable that 
on the day, in 1746, that vestrymen were elected, delegates, or “bur¬ 
gesses,’ * to represent Augusta county in the colonial assembly were 
also elected. We find no trace of such election, however, in our local 
archives or elsewhere. The county was duly represented in the ’ ’House 
of Burgesses," nevertheless, and from several act* found in Hening's 
Statutes at Large , it appears that the county was required to pay the 
"wages" of her representative*. The name and fame of one of our 
earliest burgesses have been perpetuated by a atone erected in the 
glebe burying ground. We give a literal copy of the inscription : 

HERE LY.S THE INTER,D BODY OF COLS JOHN WILL- 
SON WHO DEPARTED THIS LIF. IN THK-YARK-OP OUR 
LORI) 1773 IN THE 72- Y -OP HIS EAG HAVING SERVD 
HIS COUNTY -37-YA • REPRESE-NTHTIVK-IN - THE HON¬ 
OURABLE-HOUS-OF BURJBSIS. IN VIRGINIA &c 

Colonel Willson is not to be held responsible for the illiteracy and 
mistakes of the stone-cutter. Wc presume there is no mistake as to 
the date of his death, and the statement that he served twenty-seven 
years as a member of the Houm: of Burgesses. He must, therefore, 
have been elected in 1746, and have served, upon repeated elections, 
continuously till his death. 

Robert Cunnitighnin was Col. Willson** colleague at the first elec¬ 
tion, os wc learn incidentally. He was sued by William Beverley in 
an action of ejectment and at a session of the County Court, on August 
23, 1746, pleaded his privilege as a Burgess, and the suit was dis¬ 
missed. 

R. A. Brock, Esq., Secretary of the Virginia Historical Society, 
has famished to us the following partial list of delegates from Augusta 
m the House of Burgesses: 

1751— J°liu Willson and John Madison. 

1752— John Willson and John Madison. 

1757—John Willson and Gabriel Jones, 

175®—John Willson and Gabriel Jones. 

* 759 —John Willson and Israel Christian. 

1761—John Willson and Israel Christian. 

176s—John Willson and William Preston. 

1769—John Willson ami William Preston. 

1771—John Willson and Gabriel Joucs. 

1773—John Willson and Samuel McDowell. 

1776—George Mathews and Samuel McDowell. 
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In the interval, from 1761 to 1768, and probably at other times, 
Thomas Lewis served as one of the delegates from Augusta. James 
Patton also represented the county, for we find that at November term 
of the County Court, 1755, an allowance was made to his executor for 
“burgess wages.” 

From a copy of Purdie’s Almanac for 1766, wc learn that the 
Burgesses from Augusta in tliat year were John Willson and William 
Preston, 

Wc again revert to an earlier period in the history of the county. 
On May 21, 1747, George Wythe appeared before the county court 
and took the oaths required of attorneys. At the same time the grand 
jury presented five persons as swearers and two for Sabbath breaking. 

On the 22d of May, 1747, the Rev. Samuel Black, a dissenting 
minister, appeared before the court and took the prescribed oaths. We 
have little further information in regard to Mr. Black. He was a Pres¬ 
byterian and lived in Pennsylvania. In 1758, he was a member of 
Donegal Presbytery. 

The number of tithablcs iu the county in 1747. was 1.670, and the 
tax per head, as levied by the vestry, six shillings. 

The following extract from the records of the court, of date May 
2o f 1748, is a part of the history of the times, and possesses some 
special interest: “On the motion of Matthew Lyle, yts ordered to be 
certified that they have built a Presbyterian meeting-house at a place 
known by the name of Timber Ridge, another at New Providence,* 
and auothcr at a place known by the name of Falling Spring.’ r All 
these places are in the present county of Rockbridge, then part of 
Augusta. The record shows, among other things, the rapid settlement 
of the country. 

“West of the Blue Ridge,” says Foote [First Series, page 309] 
“the inhabitants were generally Dissenters; and, coming into the prov¬ 
ince such, there was always less difficulty in obtaining license for 
houses of worship than in those comities east of the Ridge, where no 
Dissenters, or but few, had settled, and those that appeared were con¬ 
verts from the Established Church.’* The early meeting-houses in 
Augusta, erected before the year 1745, were doubtless registered in 
Orange county. 

Early iu the century the American Presbyterian Church became 
divided into what were known as the “Old Side” and the “New Side.” 

• There was a house of worship in Pennsylvania, near Norristown, called 
Providence. “From this many families emigrated to New Virginia, settled to¬ 
gether, and built a meeting-house, which they called New Providence .’'—[Life 
ofRev. Dr . Archibald Alexander, page 6. J 


ANXAL3 OF AUGUSTA COCXTY. 


63 

There was no question in regard to doctrine, but only m u> the proper 
methods of promoting religion. The New Side Presbyterians, some¬ 
times called 4, Xcw Lights," were admirers and followers of George 
Wbitefield. who traversed the country, and by his^zeal and eloquence 
caused an extraordinary religious excit em ent. The Old Side party was 
composed of the more conservative and less aggressive element of the 
church, who feared excitement, and perhaps were not specially zealous. 
The various Presbyterians adhering to the Old Side were associated as 
the Synod of Philadelphia, and those of the New Side as the Synod of 
New York. There was no Presbytery in Virginia till the year 1753, 
when Hanover Presbytery was farmed by authority of the Synod of 
New York, and was composed of New Side ministers, and churches. . 
This Presbytery consisted at first of only six ministers, including the 
celebrated Samuel Davies, of Hanover county ; Rev. John Brown, of 
New Providence; and Rev. Alexander Craighead, of Windy Cove. 
The Rev. John Craig, of Augusta and Tinkling Spring, was not a 
member of it till the breach was healed, in 175$, and the two parties 
came together again. During the alienation roost, if not all, the Pres¬ 
byterian churches in the present county of Augusta adhered to the Old 
Side, and those in the region now composing Rockbridge comity, (New 
Providence, Timber Ridge, Falling Spring, Hall's meeting house, 
afterwards Monmouth, or Lexington), to the New Side. While the 
strife lasted much bitterness of feeling was exhibited, and the cause of 
the Dissenters, and of religion itself, was no doubt greatly injured 
thereby, Missionaries were sent to Virginia by both the Northern 
Synods. A minister named Robinson, sent out by the Synod of New 
York, was preaching in the Valley, when one of the inhabitants of 
Angustn, going into the lower country for salt and iron, met some of 
the attendants upon Morris' meetings in Hanover, and recommended 
Mr. Robinson to them. He was invited to visit them, which he did, 
and his visit led to the settlement of Samuel Davies in Virginia. 

In a sketch of Mr. Robinson’s life by the Rev. Dr. A. Alexander, 
it » stated that he came to Virginia ignorant or regardless of the law 
hrre against itinerant preachers, that he was arrested at Winchester 
and ordered by the magistrate to be conveyed to Williamsburg for 
trial, but released by the officer while on the way, and then pursued 
Us journey up the Valley. 

To show further how the Dissenters managed their affairs during 
colonial times, we mention that, in 1747, James Patton, John Christian, 
John Finley, James Alexander and William Wright, "chosen com¬ 
missioners and trustees, M received a deed from William and John 
Thompson for one hundred and ten acres of land for the use of ,; tbe 
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Presbyterian congregation of Tinkling Spring." Many years after¬ 
wards an act of the Legislature authorized the congregation to sell as 
much of the tract as they wished, and expend the proceeds in repair¬ 
ing their meeting-house, or in building a new one. 

On March 23, 1746, the commissioners obtained judgment before 
Peter Scholl and James Montgomery, Justices of the Peace, against a 
member of the congregation for his subscription to the cost of building 
the meeting-house, amounting to .£i, 45*, ($4)* At the same time, 
judgment was given against another member for 7# pence, "min¬ 
ister’s stcepends," (stipends). The commissioners were, however, not 
always successful in their prosecution of delinquent members, as wit¬ 
ness the following judgment rendered by the same Justices: 

"Andrew Cowin being called before us a member of sd. congrega¬ 
tion to pay twenty shillings steepeud Dew for four years post. He 
having made oath yt Mr. Creage never visit nor examined him in that 
time nor done his duty as a pastral minister to him ye sd. Cowin our 
judgment is that ye sd Co win pay nothing and ye MR. Craig give yc 
Com. Credit for sd Sume and seven pence halfpenny Costs of sute.” 
Then follow several similar judgments. Signed March 25, 1747. 

It is stated that, as early as 1748. Colonels Patton and Buchanan 
and others, with a number of hunters, made an exploring tour to the 
southwest. They discovered and named the Cumberland mountain 
and Cumberland river, so called in honor of the Duke of Cumberland, 
who had recently gained the battle of Culloden. in Scotland. 

And now, in the year 1748, we come to the first mention of the 
town of Staunton. During that year William Beverley laid off the 
beginning of the town, within his manor, and at his "Mill Place." The 
surveying was done by Thomas Lewis, the county surveyor, and the 
plot is highly creditable to the surveyor's skill. The number of town 
lots is forty-four, each, with a few exceptions, containing half an acre. 
The streets laid off and named are Beverley, Frederick and Johnson, 
running east and west, and Augusta, Water and Lewis, running north 
and south. A plot of twenty-five acres, east of Augusta street, 
and extending half a square north of Frederick street, was reserved 
for the use of the county. The inscription under the plot, signed by 
the surveyor, is as follows: "A plan of the town of Staunton, in 
Augusta county, each lot containing half an acre * * * laid out 

in the year 1748, and since confirmed by an act of the last session of 
assembly." 

The plan was produced in court by William Beverley, February 
27. 1749 , and ordered to be recorded. It may be found in Deed Book 
No. 2, page 410. 
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It appears, however, that several streets and town lota were laid 
off by Thomas Lewis for Beverley. July 15, 1747, as we learn from the 
original plot which wna not recorded. The number of lota was only 
thirteen, so moderate was the expectation in regard to the town ; but 
by the next year it was thought advisable to extend the dimensions of 
the embryo city, and thirty-one lots were added in 1748. In the di¬ 
visions of 1747, each lot contained half an acre, ns in the plot of 1748. 
Lot No. 1 wan between Spring Lane and the creek, west of Augusta 
street. The two squares north of Spring Lane and west of Augusta 
street were laid off, and each was divided into four lots. Lots to, 11, 
Y 9 « and 13 were west of Water street, and between Spring Lane and 
Frederick street, the north branch of Lewis' creek running through 
each of them. Beverley retained (in 1747) lots 2, 10 and 11, and sold 
off the other lots; Joseph Bell purchased No. 3 (southwest corner of 
Beverley and Augusta streets, on a port of which the Augusta Nation¬ 
al Bank now stands), for or $16.66*3. Robert McClanahan pur-j 
chased two lots. No. 7 (southeast corner of Beverley and Water streets— 1 
Old Central Bank. See.), for j£g, 15s.,$32 50/ and No. 12 (northeast 
corner of Beverley and Water streets—Y. M. C. A. building, etc.), for 
jC$- Other purchasers of lots were Samuel Wilkins, John Brown, 
William Lyndwell, Andrew Campbell, John Ramsey, David Stuart, 
and Patrick McDonnt. In the plot of 1748, ns recorded, the streets 
designated ore named as nt prescut; in the original plot of 1747, Au¬ 
gusta was called Gooch street, Water was called William, and Bever¬ 
ley was called Cross street. Spring Lane was so called from the first, 
although now generally known as Irish Alley. The name Staunton 
nullv oilcn writ ten St anto n. It is generally »up|>osed that 
ugusta and other parallel streets were intended to lie exactly north 
and south, but in the original plot those streets are represented as 
slightly departing from the meridian line. 


Twenty-five acres heretofore referred to, were conveyed by Bev¬ 
erley to the justices of the peace for the use of the court bouse, etc., 
April 2t, 1749. * 

Why Staunton was so called has been a question for many years. I 
We loug ago saw a statement in print somewhere, that the new town 
was named in honor of Lady Goocb, wdfe of the Governor, who, it was 
•aid, w as 0 member of the English family of Staunton, but we do not 
vouch for the truth of the statement. There is a small town of the 
same name near Kendal, Westmorland county, England, 


* About Otta-half of this lot was sold at auction March 5, 1880, for #13,000, 
the value of buildings bring hardly estitnsted. 
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The inscription by the surveyor alludes to an act of assembly es¬ 
tablishing the town. No such act is found in Hcning, but it appears 
from a proclamation issued by Governor Dinwiddle. April 8. 1752, 
that "An act for establishing a town in Augusta county, and allowing 
fairs to be kept there/* was passed by the assembly in 1748. It was, 
however, for some unexplained reason, "disallowed" by King George 
II, and pronounced by the Governor "utterly void and of none effect/' 
Thus the aspirations of Staunton were repressed, and the rising town 
t‘ had to wait thirteen years for a new king liberal enough to grant her 
a charter. 

Governor Dinwiddle, a native of Scotland, trained to business in a 
West India custom-house, and recommended for promotion by his de¬ 
tection and exposure of some gigantic frauds practised by his official 
, superiors there, arrived iu Virginia early in 1752, and immediately 
; . * gave offence by declaring the king's dissent to various acts which his 
predecessor had approved. The Assembly remoustrated against this 
exercise of the royal prerogative, but in vain. Dlmviddie was licutcn* 
ant-Govcmor, uuder the titular governor, Lord Albemarle, whose 
office was a sinecure. 

y The biographers of the celebrated Daniel Boone state that he 
^ came from Pennsylvania on an excursion to Augusta, about 1748^9, 
with his cousin, Henry Miller. The Inttc rj^umgd I Q the coun ty P and 
#<<built on Mossy Creek the first iroaiurnacain the Valley. 
y' J * FmnVllie proceedings of the vestry, August 22, 1748, it appears 
' that John Lewis had contracted to erect the public buildings of the 
parish for £ 148, and it was ordered that he )>e paid ^74 on "raising 
the said buildings, and the remainder on their completion/’ From a 
| bond executed by Col. Lewis, with Robert McClanahara as security, at 
the date just mentioned, but not recorded till November 28. 1753, it 
appears that one of the buildings was a dwelling house for the perish 
minister. According to tradition, this was the old frame house which 
formerly stood on the southwest comer of Augusta street and Irish 
Alley. But such was not the fact, n> that corner lot belonged in co¬ 
lonial times to John Cunningham, father of Mrs Margaret Reed. The 
parsonage wai probably in the alley, west of the corner. 

Wc continue the extracts from the records of the court: 

May 19, 1749.— "Ordered that James Montgomery and Richard 
Burton, or any one of them, wait on the court of Lunenburg, and ac¬ 
quaint them that the inhabitants of Augusta have cleared a road to the 
said county line, and desire that they will clear a road from the court¬ 
house of Lunenburg to meet the road already cleared by the inhabi¬ 
tants of Augusta." 
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Lunenburg and Augusta were therefore adjoining counties at that 
time.® It will be observed that here, as well as elsewhere, nothing is 
said about grading the road,—it was only '’cleared. “ Till many years 
afterward, nothing else was attempted ; and it was not till the nineteenth 
century that our road surveyors could be persuaded that the distance 
was as short round a hill as over iL * 

November 28, 1749.—"A commission to Robert McClanahan, f 
gent., to be sheriff of this county during his majesty's pleasure, was 
produced in court.Adam Breckinridge qualified ns deputy sheriff. 

Breckinridge committed some offence and left the county surrepti¬ 
tiously. A letter written by him to his brother Kolxrrt, without divulg¬ 
ing his place of refuge, is still extant, in which he acknowledges his 
offense, whatever it was. and says his family will never hear of him 
again. It appears, however, from the papers in the old suit of West- 
fall vs. Richardson, that he went to South Carolina. 

An act of Assembly, passed at _Williamsburg in 1661 , provided 
that no one should Remove from the county in wmch he livpft till he 
had posted his purpose to leave, at the door of his parish church, for 
three suc cessive Sunday s, stating in the notice to what place he was 
going, and obtaining a certificate of the posting from the minister or 
reader of the parish. It further provided that any one assisting a per¬ 
son to go away without such a certificate, should be liable for the debts 
of the fugitive. Breckinridge was indebted to Westfall, and Richard¬ 
son having, as charged, aided the former to leave unlawfully, wus sued 
by Westfall. The suit was, however, dismissed in 1751. 

Robert McClanahan was a native of Ireland, and came to Augusta 
at an early day, A brother of his, Blair McClanahan, was a merchant 
in Philadelphia, a prominent politician and member of Congress after 
the Revolution. The wife of Robert McClanahan was Sarah Breckin- 


• la 1730 tUiifAi county «u formed from the southern port of Lunenburg, 
adjacent to Augusta; and in 1703 Bedford was forttird from the northern part, so 
that t/trr 1730. for ievml years, Augusta vu bout*led 00 the east by the counties 
of Orange, Albemarle, Bedford and Halifax. New London, at first the couuty 
seat of Lunenburg, and afterwards of Bedford, b now in Campbell county, 

t Robert McClanahan. after living at various places in Staunton, removed 
to his farm, a mile south of town, now (1886!i. owned by Mrs. Gay and her chil¬ 
dren. Thia farm waa conveyed to McClanahan. in 1748, by Robert Beverley, and 
was left by the former at his death, in 171*1, to his executors, Alexander Medians- 
ban and Alexander SL Clair, to do with it as they pleased. The terms imply a 
secret trust. At any rate, the executors conveyed the farm to Robert McClana- 
ban, the third of the name, and grandson of the first. In 1808, the last name.! 
Robert sold the farm to John McDowell, who built the present handsome brick 
dwelling on the hill, having lived in the meanwhile, os the first Robert McClana- 
listi liad, in a small house near the GnrenviUe road. 
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ridge, (daughter or sister of Alexander), and his children were four 
sons and three daughters. Three of the sons, Alexander, Robert and 
John, were prominent in the Indiau wars, and Alexander was a colo¬ 
nel during the Revolution. Oue of his daughters married Alexander 
St. Clair, who came from Belfast, Ireland, and was long a prosperous 
merchant at Staunton, and an active member of the County Court. 
Mr. St* Clair also represented Augusta in the State Senate in the years 



I 79 I “ 3 “d 4. at, d was Presidential Elector on the Federal ticket in 
1800. 

The grand juries of the county were apparently determined to en¬ 
force the observance of the Sabbath day. In 1749, Andrew* McNabb 
was presented for a breach of the Sabbath.—in what way is not stated; 

1750. Jacob Coger was presented “for a breach of the peace by driv - 
™ Ta r *h* Bl ue Ridge on the Sabbath;” and^ in 1751, James 
Erooicjyas^gretjci]ted * 1 for a breach of tte Sabba th in unnecessa rily 
traveling ten miles.” 

The grand juries were equally determined to suppress other vices, 


as witness the following; 

lu 1746. Col. Thomas Chew and John Bramham were presented as 
% s common swearers. Chew was a lawyer and Bramham a deputy sheriff. 

At the same term of the court another person was presented "as 


n disturber of the common peace of the neighbors by carrying lies, and 
also as a common lyer. M Valentine Sevier, father of the celebrated 
Gen. John Sevier, was presented “for sweating6 prophonc oaths." 
Another presentment, in 1750, is equally unique, that of Samuel 
Hutts “for breach of the Sabbath in singing prophane songs.” 


in *751. the lawyers attending the court were "not enough to go 


round." James Portcus had brought suit for Andrew Bird against 
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Peter Scholl, and then died; and when the cause came on for trial, 
Peter had employed Gabriel Jones and John Harvie, the only attor¬ 
neys on hand, and Bird was left unropresentcil. lie, however, formal¬ 
ly petitioned the court to require one of the said attorneys to appear 
for him, and Mr. Harvie was ordered accordingly. 

At laying the county levy in 1750, allowance was made for two 
hundred and fifty-six wolf heads,—the entire head imd to be produced. 
In 1751, allowance was made for two hundred and twenty-four heads. 
In 1754, William Preston obtained an allowance for one hundred and 
three heads. They were hardly all trophies of his own skill, but most, if 
not all of them, were probably purchased by him. Indeed, wolf bends 
constituted a kind of currency. 

The court and grand juries were extremely loyal. lu 1749, Jacob 
Castle wns arrested "for threatening to got over to and be aiding and 
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assisting of the French ag'st his Majesty’s forces. In 1751. Owen 
Crawford was presented ,4 for drinking a health to King James, and re* 
fusing to drink a health to King George.'' The accused made his es¬ 
cape. and the presentment was dismissed. 

Constables were appointed at various times on the Roanoke and 
New rivers. 

As heretofore stated, for more than twenty years after the first 
settlement of the Valley, there was no declared war between the In¬ 
dians and whites, hut the latter were constantly annoyed by roving 
bands of savages who helped themselves to whatever movable proper¬ 
ty they took a fancy to, and sometimes burnt the cabins of settlers. On 
the 18th of May, 1750, William Harbison, a Justice of the Peace for 
Augusta county, certified that about the last week of April. 1749* a 
party of sevetf Indians robbed the house of Adam Herman, probably 
on New River, of 9 deer skins and t elk skin ; that the/neat day six 
Indians robbed the same house of 14 deer skins and t elk skin ; and 
that the day following, "a number of Indians" came and took away 73 
deer skins, 6 elk akins, etc., etc. This shows also that game was j 
abundant, and that Herman was a famous hunter. 

The first classical school west of the Blue Ridge was opened in 
1749. by Rol>ert Alexander, two miles southwest of the present village 
of Greenville. The teacher was educate<Tin Edinburgh, it is believed. 
Me emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1736, and to the Valley its 1743. 
How long Mr. Alexander condu£(*<rthe school wc do not know. He 
was succeeded by the Rev. John Brown, and the school was removed 
first to Old Providence* then to New Providence, and shortly before 
the Revolutionary war to Mount Pleasant, near Fairfield. It was lat- j 
tcrly under the care of Hanover Presbytery. 

The next extract from the records of the court is of peculiar in¬ 




terest Under date of August 29, 1751, wc find the following : ^ 

"Ordered that the sheriff employ a workman to make a ducking 
stool for the use of the county according to law, and bring in his 
charge at laying the next county levy.” 1 

An act of Assembly, passed in 1705, in accordance with the old 
English law, prescribed ducking as the punishment for women convic¬ 
ted as "common scolds. " The ducking stool was no doubt made as 
ordered, but we have searched in vain for an instance of its use "ac¬ 
cording to law." The failure to use it was certainly not because there 
were tio scolding women in the county at that time; for soon after the 
machine was constructed, or ordered, one Anne Brown went into court 
and "abused William Wilson, gentleman, one of the justices for this 



county, by calling him a rogue, and that on his coming off the bench 
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uhe would give it to him with the devil/' Mrs. Brown was taken into 
custody, but uot ducked, as far as we can ascertain. Nor was the 
failure to use the stool due to timidity or tender heartedness on the 
part of members of the court. They lashed women as well as men at 
the public whipping-post, and were brave enough to take Lawyer 
Jones in hand on one occasion for “swearing an oath." After thorough 
investigation and mature reflection, we have come to the conclusion 
that the making of the ducking stool was an "Irish blunder" on the 
part of our revered ancestors. Having provided a jail, stocks, whip¬ 
ping post, shackles, etc.—all the means and appliances necessary in a 
well-ordered community—they ordered a ducking stool without re¬ 
flecting that there was no water deep enough for its use within reach 
of the court-house. 

Let us now refer again to the Rev. John Craig and his narrative. 
The territory occupied by his congregation was "about thirty miles in 
length and nearly twenty in breadth." The people agreed to have 
two meeting houses, expecting to have two congregations, as after¬ 
wards came to pass. The people of the Augusta, or stone church 
neighborhood, amongst whom Mr. Craig lived, "were fewer in num¬ 
bers, and much lower as to their worldly circumstances, but a good- 
natured, prudent, governable people, and liberally bestowed a part of 
what God gave them for religions and pious uses; always unanimous 
sunoug themselves/' "I had no trouble with them." says Mr. Craig, 
"about their meeting-house. * * * They readily fixed on the 




place, and agreed on the plan for building it, and contributed cheerful¬ 
ly, money and tabor to accomplish the work, all in the voluntary way, 

. / what even* man pleased." But the people of the other section Were, 
f \ according to Mr. Craig's way of thinking, a stiff-necked and perverse* 
generation. He says: "That part now called Tinkling Spring was most 
\ J • , ^ in nuttttars, and richer than the other, and forward, and had the pub- • 

; lie management of the affairs of the whole settlement; their leaders 
* f£j°se-handed about providing necessary things for pious and religious' 
uses, and could not ugree for several years upon a plan or manner, 

* ’ v t 1 where or how to build their meeting-house, which gave me very great 
' trouble to hold them together, their disputes ran so high, A differ- 
I cnce happened between Colonel John Lewis and Colonel’James Patton, 
<•“ both living in that congregation, which was hurtful to the settlement 

\ \ . but especially to me. 1 could neither bring them to friendship with 
^ . each other, or obtain both their friendships at once, ever after. This 

y \ \ ' continued for thirteen or fourteen years, till Colonel Patton was mur- 

„ V*f I Adcred by the Indians. At fthat time he was friendly with me. After*. 
./ / his death/Colonel Lewis was friendly with me till he died." 


i / % . 
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The feud between Colonel Lewis and Colonel Patton must have i 
begun in 1741 or 1741. What it was all about, we do nqt know* but 
it probably related, in part, to the location of Tinkling Spring church. 
Mr. Craig himself was not a neutral nor lamb-like in jhat strife. He, 
and doubtless Colonel • ' •'ifio, wanted the church built north of the 

site finally selected ; while Colonel Patton and most of the people in- 
sisted upon Tinkling Spring as the place. Mr. Craig at last appealed 
to Samuel Pi loon, an aged tnan, to settle the controversy, and when 
the latter cast his vote for Tinkling Spring, the irate pastor is said to 
have exclaimed : “Are you too against me, Sammy ! Well, I am 
resolved that none of that water shall ever tinkle down my throat." J 
Ami he kept his word. 

It is said that Mr. Craig generally walked the five milts from his 
residence to the stone church. His morning sendee continued from to 
o'clock till after is. The afternoon service lasted from 1 o’clock till 
sunset, and it was sometimes so late that the clerk (bund it difficult to 
read the last psalm. His only printed sermon is from 2 Samuel, 
xxiii. 5, and being in the old-fashioned, “exhaustive method,” con¬ 
tains fifty-five divisions and sub-divisions. He was once sent by Han¬ 
over Presbytery to organise churches among the settlements on New 
River and HoUton, and on his return reported a surprising number of 
ciders whom he had ordained. Being questioned how lie found suita¬ 
ble materials for mj ninny, he replied in his rich idiom : “Where I 


cudna get hewn statics, I tuk domacks." He was regarded as very 
orthodox, but somewhat^lax as to chnrch discipline.—[ Davidsou’s 


History of iki Presbyterian Church in Kentucky . Page 24-] 

Withers, iu “Border Warfare,’' [page 48], gives the following 
account of the discovery* and first occupancy of the Greenbrier 
country : 

About the year 1749. there was in Frederick county a man sub¬ 
ject to lunacy, who was in the habit of rambling into th* wilderness. 
In one of his wanderings he came to some of the waters of Greenbrier 
river. Surprised to see them flowing westwardly. he made report of it 
on his rctnm to Winchester, and also the fact that the country aliound* 
ed in gatne. Thereupon, two men, named Sewcr*and M artin , recently 
arrived from New England, visited the Greenbrier euuntrrr and took 
up their abode there. They erected a cabin and made other improve¬ 
ments, but an altercation arising, Sewel went off a short distance and 
lived for some time in a hollow tree. Thus they were found in 1751— 
M artin in the cabin and Sewel in the tree—by John Lewis and his son, 
Amlrcvk’, who were exploring the country. They were, however,, by 
that time on friendly terms. Sewel soon afterwards moved forty miles 
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clock-work, so that there seems to he scarce a whole tree left in the 
woods. Doubtless whoso lives to hear of the end of this storm thence 
will account of many men and cattle lost and killed ; and this day was 
8 years, was the Day that 8 corps killed by the Indians, was bury’d at 
Mr. Bordin's, where I am now storm-stead or weather bound, being 22 
years since I was cast away, but through God's Great Mercy preserved 
on the windy Saturday in harvest, being the 24th of August, 1728. 
Blessed be Almighty God who has saved me hitherto from many Kmi- 
nent Dangers. O Lord, Grant it mnv be taken as special warnings to 
me and others. " 

The following order of the County Court of Augusta was entered 
February 19, 1751: "Catherine Cole being presented by the grand 
jury for having a bastard child and refusing to pay her fine or give 
security for the same according to law, it is ordered that she receive 
on her bare back at the public whipping post of this county twenty 
lashes well laid on, in lieu of said fine, and it is said to the Sheriff that 
execution thereof be done immediately." Another woman was ordered 
at the same time to he punished in like manner for the same offence. 

1 On May 30, 1751. John David Wilpert, (theonly man with three 
names, locally recorded to said date), petitioned the court, setting forth 
that be had been "at considerable expense in coming from the north¬ 
ward and settling in these parts," and had/rented three lots in the 
new* erected town of Staunton, through w Wch runsit good and conve¬ 
nient stream of water, and praying leav* .(o build u grist and fulling 
mill. The petition w’as resisted by John Lewis, who had a mill within 
a mile of town, ami the case was taken by appeal to the General Court. 

: How it u’as ultimately decided we are not advised, but the petition no 
doubt indicates the origin of "Fackleris mill," which stood on the 
creek south of Beverley street and between Water and Lewds streets. 
Wilpert was afterwards prominent in the Indian wars, and received 
• from the government six hundred acres of bounty land. He went to 
Kentucky and gave his name to a creek in that state, which has been 
(changed, however, into Wolfert's creek. 

In the year 1751, Governor Dimviddie appointed James Patton, 
Joshua Fry, and I.unsford Lomax, commissioners, to meet the Indians 
at Logstown, and conclude a treaty with them. Logstown was an im¬ 
portant Indian towm on the west bank of the Ohio river, 18 miles l>c- 
low Pittsburg, and consisted of sixty or seventy cabins, inhabited by a 
number of confederated tribes, including Shawnees. Under date ot 
December 13. 1751, the Governor instructed Patton to proceed imme¬ 
diately to Fredericksburg, "and there receive from Mr. Strother the 
goods scut as a present by His Majesty to the Indians, and provide 
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ev e ry thing necessary for the gentlemen appointed commbwjoners on 
behalf of this government, to meet and treat with the Indians, and to 
order all to belaid down at Mr George Parish’s near Frederick Town."’ 
The treaty was concluded June 13, 175a, but was observed for a short 
time only. [DinwidJie Papers, Vol. I. page 9 ] 

Several acts were passed by the Assembly of Virginia, in the year 
1752. "for encouraging persous to settle on the waters of the Missis¬ 
sippi river, in the county of Augusta." 

The vestry of the parish held no meeting during the year 1749* 
At their meeting of May ai, 1750, it was ordered that ^64, 17s. id. 
be paid to Colonel John Lewis, the balance due to him on the glebe 
buildings. 

On the 16th of October, 1752,governor Diuwiddie wrote to the 
vestry, introducing the Rev. John "Jones "as a worthy and learned 
divine," and recommending him to them as their pastor, not doubt¬ 
ing but his conduct will be such as will entitle him to year favour by 
promoting peace and cultivating morality in the parish." Mr. Jones 
was accordingly inducted, November 15th, with a salary of ^50 a 
year. The glebe buildings not being finished, Colonel Lewis, the con¬ 
tractor, agreed to allow Mr, Jones ^20 a year in the meanwhile. A 
"Reader to this parish, to be chosen by Mr. Jones,” was allowed pay 
at the rate of /6, 5s. a year. A cellar under the minister’s house 
was ordered to be dug. Many poor children, male and female, were* 
bound out by the church-wardens from time to time. f 

Of the Rev. John Jones we can obtain no information whatever, 
except from the records of the vestry. Bishop Meade, in his volumi¬ 
nous work called "Old Churches and Old Families in Virginia,” gives 
sketches of many ministers, relating with perfect candor the bad as 
well as the good, but he could find little to say about Mr. Jones. 
Althongh the latter lived here and held a prominent position for more 
than twenty years, no anecdote or tradition in regard to him has come 
down to os. He was probably a bachelor, and a man of mature age 
when he settled at Staunton. We should judge that he was a kindly, 
good man, generally respected, though, possibly, from physical infir¬ 
mity. not very energetic. There is no record of the date of his death, 
and at the close of the old vestry book he disappears from view as 
mysteriously as he came, leaving no representative, successor, nor es-1 
tale behind him. 

Up to the year 1760, and indeed for long afterwards, there was no 
meeting-house for religious worship in the county, except those of the 
Presbyterian denomination. The Church of England, established by 
law, had a rector and vestry, as we have seen, but the building of a 
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Church was uol begun till 1760, and the rector officiated in the court- 
\ tiouse and such duellings as he had access to. The first meeting¬ 
houses of Tinkling Spring and Augusta were probably built after the 
year 1740. At what date the present ** Augusta stone church’ was 
• built is not known. It was some time hctwccti 1740 and 1755. and 
according to tradition, men, women and children labored at the erec¬ 
tion, transporting sand from Middle river on horseback, and timber 
and stone in like manner. The current belief is. that the building was 
completed in 1749. The origiual log meeting-house stood in the old 
burying grounds S 

In the year 1746, the Rev. John Blair, * a New Side minister from 
the north, visited the county and organized four Presbyterian congre¬ 
gations,—Forks of James, Timljcr Ridge, New Providence, nnd North 
Mountain. The first named afterwards liecatnc Hall's meeting-house, 
then New Monmouth, and finally Lexington. North Mountain meet¬ 
ing-house was a little to the right of the road leading from Staunton to 
Middlcbrook, about nine miles from the former, and on land now* 
[18&6] owned by Charles T. Palmer. No trace of the former use of 
the spot remains at this day, except the old burying ground, “where 
the forefathers of the hamlet sleep.*' There repose many Moffetts. 
Tates, Trimbles and others. North Mountain congregation never had 
a separate pastor, bat depended daring moat of its existence ou • sup¬ 
plies/ and the labors of neighboring minister*. The Rev Charles 
Cummings was pastor at Brown's meeting-house [Hebron] from 1767 
till 1773 ; and the Rev. Archibald Scott, n native of Scotland, was 
pastor of Brown’s meeting-house and North Mountain congregations 
from 1778 to about 1798. After the organization of Bethel congrega¬ 
tion, through the influence of Colonel Dunk, North Mountain was 
abandoned, the worshippers dividing between Bethel and Hebron. 

Mr. Blair also visited the Big Calf Pasture in 1746. This beauti¬ 
ful Valley was occupied by emigrants, nnd the congregation of Rocky 
Spring was organized, in a short time after the fir»t settlement of the 
eounty. 

The vestry of the parish met August at, 1753. and ordered the 
church-wardens **to pale in a church yard one hundred fert square/* 
ami also ‘to pale and dear out a garden of half an acre at the glebe/’ 


* The kcr. John Blair, a native of Ireland, while living in Cumberland 
county, Pennsylvania, made two visits to Virginia, the last in 1744. He officiated 
tor a time aa Vice-President of Princeton College, and died in Orange county. 
New N ork, in 1771. He was the father of the Rev. John D. Blair, the first Pres* 
byterian minister in Richmond, Virginia. Another aon, William Lawrence 
became a lawyer and Titled in Kentucky. 
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At the meeting on November a&th. Robert Campbell, of whom the 
glebe land was purchased, acknowledged payment of ^60 in full. 
Colonel John Lewis acknowledged payment to him of j£f48 # the "full 
sum agreed on for building the glebe work according to bargain;" and 
rcucw'cd his obligation to pay Mr. Jones £20 a year till the build- 
ings should be finished, Mr, Jones consenting thereto. 

In the fall of 1753, a party of Moravians, consisting of t welve men, 
came through Staunton, on their way from Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, j 
to found a new settlement at a place called by them Bethabora, but 
now known as Old Tavern, in Forsythe county, North Carolina. 
Their archives state that they "traveled by Winchester and Augusta 
Court-house, now Staunton, Va., a small town of twenty houses, in 
the mountains.*' They came in a wagon drawn by nix horses, with 
articles necessary for their comfort, and not infrequently had to unload f 
in part and transport their goods in parcels over the hills. 

The Colonial Assembly passed an act at their section which began 
in November, 1733, reciting that part of the county and parish of 
Augusta was within the bounds of the Northern Neck belonging to 
Lord Fairfax, and setting off this portion of Augusta and a part of 
Frederick to form the county of Hampshire. 


The ‘'returns’' of the early sheriffs give us an idea of the state of 
the country and the times in which those officers lived. In the year 
1751, the sheriff, on an execution issued in the cause of Johmon vs. 



Bnmm s made return : "Not executed by reason, there is no road to 
the place where he lives." Other executions were returned as follows: 
"Not executed by reason of an axx “Not executed by reason of a 
gun." In limlen vs. 1753: Kept from Miller with a club, 

and Miller not found by Humphrey Marshal." In RtU vs. WartticJk, 
1754: •‘Iixecutcd on the within John Warwick, and he is not the 


I ft" 


man.** In August, 1755, forty-nine executions were returned : "Not 


executed by rvavon of the disturbance of the Indians." 

In 1756, Deputy Sheriff Sampson Mathews assumed the functions j 
of a chancellor. Having an execution in his hands in the case of 
Ramsay vs. Burton, he made return substantially that the judgment 
ought not to have been rendered, as the debt had been paid. Another 
execution, however, was put into his hands, and on that he made the 
following return : "Not executed by stress of wutcr, and deft, swore 
if 1 did get across to him he would shoot me if I touched any of his 
estate ; also he is gone out of the country." 

With the view of ascertaining something about the family life and 
domestic economy of the people up to the time to which these annals 
have arrived, we have examined the inventories and appraisements of 
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the personal estates of deceased persons, from 1745 to 1753. These 
inventories include every article of personal property, from horses and 
cattle to old clothes and glass bottles. The values ore stated in 
pounds, shillings and pence, but we give them here in dollars and cents, 
estimating one pouud Virginia currency as $3.33#. 

The first inventory on record, after the County Court was opened, 
in 1745, is that of Joseph Martin. Amongst other property he owned a 
mare, saddle and bridle, appraised at $1 3.50; “bed and bedclothing and 
crosscut saw/’ worth $10.83; and twopocketknives and a glass bottle, 
pnt at 25 cents. 

For many years after the first settlement there were apparently no 
feather beds ; but pillows, bolsters au<l bedticking were appraised, the 
last-mentioned no doubt filled with straw or chaff. 

The next decedent was Abraham Strickler, whose estate was ap¬ 
praised April 19, 1746. He was a rich man for the time and country, 
the total valuation being #722.00. He left 20 cows and calves, ap¬ 
praised at $3.33# each ; 7 cattle three years old, worth $3.80 each ; 11 
hogs, $1.16# each; 2 stills and implements, $110; 60 gallons of 
liquor, 42 cents per gallon ; 4 cart wheels with tire, $13.33#; wash 
tub, 50 cents; 25 deer skins, $11.50; 66 pounds of old brass, $5.50; 
best bed and furniture, $6.66# ; rifle and smoothbore gun and moulds, 
Jfi 1.66# ; “ all Abraham’s wearing clothes,’* $6.66#. 

The inventory embraces plows, hoes, axes, hay-forks, scythes, 
sickles, augurs, turner’s tools, and implements of rope-making. As far 
ns appears, the deceased owned no tables, chairs, table-knives and forks, 
spoons, or glass or chinaware. 

The mention of M cart-wheels with tires” is the first intimation of 
a wheel vehicle in the settlement. This decedent and another are the 
only persons who left stills. No loom is mentioned in any inventory 


of this period, although coarse cloth was no doubt woven at an early 
day. But the looms were probably regurded as fixtures, and not a 
part of the personal property. Many persons had wooheards and 
spinning-wheels. There were no pictures, musical instruments or cups 
and saucers during this period. Nearly everybody owned horses* cattle 
and Bibles. In 1746, four horses were appraised at $33.33#* an av¬ 
erage of $8.33# ; and in the same year “a great Bible ” was appraised 
\ at $2.91. 

John Dobcliiu owned 12 sheep, valued at 83 cents each. Robert 
Crockett owned 2 work oxen, worth $18.33#, and u chest of drawers, 
worth $8.33 #, but no table or chair. 

George Hays, a housekeeper, who died in 1747, had *2 spoons, 
the lot valued at 25 cents. The spoons were pewter, of course. Many 
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person" had spoon*moulds, and kept pewter on hand for making spoons 
and plates. 

Abraham Drake left an unusual quantity of wearing apparel. He 
had a coats, 5 vests, 3 pairs of breeches, 2 pairs of drawers, a hat, and 
12 shirts. 

Joseph Watson, who died in 1747, had dishes and spoous, worth 
50 cents; and knives and forks, worth 58 cents. These are the first 
knives and forks we find inventoried. 

Samuel Cunningham had half a doren knives and forks, 5 pairs ot 
scissors, 7 clasp-knives, 19 spoons, and 4 pewter dishes. 

Next we have the inventory of the wearing apparel of two spins¬ 
ters, Frances and Jannet Hutcheson, who died in 1748. Their ward¬ 
robe consisted of 8 petticoats, 6 gowns, 2 jackets, 2 short cloaks, 4 old 
fine shifts, 14 old coarse shifts, 2 silk handkerchiefs, 3 hoods, shoes and 
stockings, and 11 old clothes and trumpery.*’ valued at i6)i cents. 

They also hail 5 coarse sheets, 5 blankets, a rug, bolster and bcdtick, 
basin, porringers and wooden ware. 

Robert Wilson, the owner of many cattle and some farming imple¬ 
ments, left a pair of boots and a pair of shoes, valued at 66 cents 
each pair. His bedclothes were appraised at $10. / > 

At la*t we fiud a man, Ludovick Freedly, who owned a wagon, ' l < 
which was valued at $5, This was in 1749, seventeen years after the 
first settlement of the county. 


Patrick Cook was n high-liver for the time. He left, in 1749, a 
stool, 7 chairs, a wig, 2 tablecloths, a table (the first), 3 beds and Ixrd- 
steads, a lookingglass (the first), worth i6*i cents, wooden trenchers 
and dishes, and one knife and 2 forks, worth 8)4 cents. 

The first slave owner appears in 1749. James Coburn owned a 
negro man, appraised at $66.66)3; and a negro woman worth Suck 
He also had pewter dishes, plates and spoons, an 'iron-shod wagon/’ 
worth $23.33)1, and bed. bedding and bedstead, worth $4.16)3. He 
was a rich man. however, bis personal estate amounting to $1122* 

Matthew Skeen owned a feather bed and bed clothes, worth $5.50; 
and Mark Evans, besides 3 sheep, owned 31 books, l/ ^3 J 

Martin Kauffman was of a literary* turn, but probably kept books 
for sale. His library consisted of 4 biblcs, 2 testaments, 8 hymn and 
psalm books, 10 small books called ‘‘Golden Apples,' 1 and sundry' 
other small books. Me had also a “house clock/ valued at $t6.66)3t 
to stacks of bees, a wagon, much live stock, tools and implements, but 
very little household furniture. His personal estate was appraised at 

$777-90. 
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The Rev. John Hindman, the first rector of Augusta Parish, died 

Prayer, 15 volumes of sermons, 2 mirn^Wv's gomvs, 5 “wigs, 2 shirts 
and a wallet, valued at 50 cents. 


John Moffett, whose estate was appraised in 1749, had many 
horses, 2 beds and l>ed-clothing, worth $5, 6 knives and forks, and a 
Bible and 2 small books, worth $3. 

Peter Kinder had 2 chains. 

Samuel Scott owned 4 slaves, valued at $283.33!$; spoons, noggins, 
trenchers, &c M $i.66J$ • 2 pairs of breeches, $1.66#—no table or 
chair. 






James Shields, who died in 1750, had, among other property, a 
knife and fork, v.iln .1 at 21 cents. 

Matthew Shanpe owned a wagon, 21 sheep, 9 bee hives, etc. 

Michael Rinehart, among other things, left "a peairof old schlip- 
pers,** w.-.rth $}i cents. 

After 1751, wagons were quite numerous. One man who died 
during that year had a nursery of apple trees, valued, however, at only 

Col. James Patton, the nabob of the settlement, was killed in 1755, 
but his personal estate wjls not appraised till 1758. In the list we find 
the first mention of silver spoons, but ouly 3. The other articles, in 
addition to many bonds, arc 12 chairs, 2 tables, a looking glass, 3 cups 
and saucers, the best bed and furniture, ($16.66*3), and 4 holland 
shirts. 

During, at least the first year of the settlement, the people must 
have subsisted on fresh meat, without bread or salt; and for some 
years thereafter, their dwellings were not much better equipped with 
furniture than the Indian wigwams of the period. 

From the absence of any report to the contrary, it is inferred that 
the early settlers enjoyed good health. There was no malaria in the 
region, and the people were not swept off by pestilence as were the 
settlers on the sea coast. Nor did the people suffer from want of food, 
such os it was. While the colonists in lower Virginia wasted their 
time in idleness, or in futile search for gold, the sturdy people ol the 
Valley set to work at oucc to cultivate the soil, and soon had bread 
enough and to spare." John Lewis had a mill near Staunton in i75 l * 
but when it was built we do not know. Until it began to grind com, 
the people must have retied for food chiefly on the Indian dish, 
hominy. 

The first settlers brought, or rather came on, horses, and probably 
a few cows were driven along. Dogs, of course, followed their mas- 
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tm. When hosi and sheep were brought from Pennsylvania, across 
the Potomac and up the Valley, we have no means of ascertaining. 
There is also no record of the birth of the first white child in the set -1 
tlement around the site of Staunton. There were many infants, how¬ 
ever, before the year 1740. 1 

NoTX. —Alexander Breckinridge lived not quite five years alter be came to 
the Valley, but the inventory of hi* personal property, made June ft, 1744, and 
recorded at Orange C. IT., allow* that his house was better equipped than the 
dwellings of moat of tin* early •ettlers. Beside* some wooden ami pewtrr vessels* 
he had one pot, a candlestick, a pair of tong* and a fire shovel, eight knives, 
fix forks, ( worth ftO cental, one oval table and one square table, a looking-glass 
and one tumbler. No apoons of any kind. 


Gabmiki. Jons, Tmt King's Attorney. 

Gabriel Jones was the son of John and Elizabeth Jones, of the 
county of Montgomery, North Wales. At what date this couple came 
to America is not known. They settled at Williamsburg, Virginia, 
and on the 13th of August. 1721, their first child, a daughter, named 
Elizabeth, was bom in William and Mary College. Nearly three years 
later, on May 17, 1724, Gabriel was bom, about three miles from Wil¬ 
liamsburg, Another son, named John* was born at the same place, 
June 12, 1725. 

John Jones, the father, appears to have died before the year 1727. 
Mrs. Jones and her children were in England at the beginning of that 
year, and on February 20th her daughter was baptized at St, Gilcs-in- 
tbe-Ficfds, London, as shown by the parish record. 

In April, 1732, Gabriel was admitted as a scholar of the " Blue 
Coat School, M Christ’s Hospital, London, on the presentation of Mr. 

( Thomas Sand ford. There he remained seven years. Under date of April 
12, 1730, the following entry appears on the record* of the school : 

M Gabriel Jones is this day taken and discharged from the charges 
of this Hospital forever, by Elizabeth Jones, his mother, and by Mr. 
John Houghton, of Lyon’s Inn, in the county of Middlesex. Solicitor 
in the High Court of Chancery, with whom he is to serve six years.” 

This brings his history up to 1745, in which year his mother died. 
Haviug served out his term of apprenticeship, the young lawyer, theu 
twenty one years of age, was no doubt “admitted to the bar.' The 
family were of " gentle blood,*' but in reduced circumstances. One of 
Mr. Jones' descendants preserves some old coin, on the paper wrapping 
of which is written in hi* own hand : "This is the patrimony I received 
from my mother. From my father I received nothing.” A* early a* 
1750 he used the same crest and coat-of-artns as Sir William Jones, 
indicating a relationship with that celebrated man. 
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Gabriel Jones found means to return to America soon after he 
attained his majority and was " free of his indentures/' He located 
first in Frederick county, and on March i, 1747, bought n tract of land 
near Kerns town, where lie lived for a time. He resided in Frederick 
in April, 1746, when he was appointed prosecuting attorney for Au¬ 
gusta, and was then only twenty-two years old. 

On the i6tli of October, 1749, Mr. Jones married Margaret Morton, 
widow of George Morton, and daughter of William Strother, of King 
George county. Mrs. Jones was bom in 1726, and died in 1822, in her 
ninety-seventh year. She is dcscril>ed as a lady of eminent Christian 
character. 

A deed of Christopher Francisco, of Pennsylvania, to Gabriel 
Jones, of the county of Frederick, dated August 8, 1751, is recorded 
in the clerk’s office of Angnsta county. The land conveyed consisted of 
244 acres, being a part of 5.000 acres granted by patent to Jacob Stover, 
lying on the north side of “Shenandorc River,” in the parish and 
county of Augusta, and 14 opposite to the lower end of the Great 
Island.” This was the farm below the present village of Fort Re¬ 
public, upon which Mr, Jones lived many years, and where he died. 
He was still a resident of Frederick, however, on the 24th of August, 
X753, when Alexander Richie conveyed to him 400 acres of land an the 
north side of James River in the present county of Botetourt. He sold 
his Frederick property, on which he had lived, December 3, 1753, and 
probably before the dose of that year removed to h& farm on the 
Shenandoah, in Augusta, 

If not the first lawyer who resided in the Valley, Mr. Jones was the 
first member of that profession who lived in Augusta. He was actively 
engaged in practice for many years. As we have seen, he also repre¬ 
sented Augusta in the House of Burgesses in 1757, 1758 and 1771. 
He was considered a man of great ability and uubetidiug integrity. 
His only fault, or the only one which tradition tells us of, was an ex¬ 
tremely irritable temper, which, when aroused, expressed itself in the 
strongest terms he could command, mingled with no little profanity. 
Having n scorn of all dishonesty and meanness, he did not spare a 
miscreant by tongue or pen. Two of his letters are before us. In one 
lie describes a certain person, whose trickery he was exposing, as "one 
of the greatest villains,” etc., etc. The other is dated July 28, 1782, 
and was written, when he was sick, to his sou—indeed, from his own 
account he was ‘‘very low”—but he summoned strength enongh to 
denounce a man about whom he wrote as a '‘scoundrel” and "in¬ 
famous rascal.” Yet at the close of this letter he expressed the 
tcnderc&t affection for his son’s wife. 

When Rockingham was constituted, in 1777, Mr. Joaies became a 
citizen of that county, and was immediately appointed prosecuting at¬ 
torney. He was a member of the State Convention of 1788, having 
his brother-in-law, Thomas Lewis, as his colleague, both ot them being 
zealous advocates of the adoption of the Federal Constitution. Mr. 
I«cwis was a popular man while Mr. Jones was not, and it is related 
that in a public speech before the election, the latter declined the sup¬ 
port of "the rascals” who, he understood, proposed to vote for him be- 
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auue of hi* association with the former. Archibald Stuart, of Augus¬ 
ta, went to Rockingham to electioneer for Mr. Jones, who afterwards | 
presented to bitn a chaise in which to bring home his wife. 

He continued to practice law, and the road he traveled, from his 
residence to the county seat of Rockingham, is still called “The Law¬ 
yer’s Road.'* An anecdote related of him, whether true or false, iUus- , 
trates the awe he inspired in bis latter days. It is said that on one oc¬ 
casion, during the trial of a cause before the County Justices of Rock¬ 
ingham, or Shenandoah, he had Hugh Holmes, afterwards the Judge, 
as his adversary nt the bar. Holmes was mischievous and witty, and 
the old gentleman became angry and profane The court abstained 
from interfering as long as possible, but filially put their heads together 
to confer about the matter. After due consideration, the Presiding I 
Justice announced os the judgment of the court that they would send 
Lawyer Holmes to jail if he did not quit making Lawyer Jours swear so. 

Mr. Jones died in October, 1806. Having always pictured him as | 
a giant in sue and strength, we were surprised to learn that he was a 
man of small stature. His portrait represents him in the old style of f | 
dress, with a large wig. and a shade over his right eye. Some of his 
descendants suppose that he lost his eye during his early life, and oth¬ 
ers attribute the loss to an accident during his latter years. In the 
spring of fH87 t a window, in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Jones, was in¬ 
serted by their descendants in a new Protestant Episcopal church, which 
stand** near their former residence. » 

The children of Gabriel Jones were three daughters and one son, 
besides one that died in tufaucy. Margaret Morton, the oldest daughter, 
married Colonel John Harvie, for some time a member uf Congress and 
for ninny years Register of the Land Office of Virginia. The descend¬ 
ants of Colonel ami Mrs. Harvie are very numerous, ami many of them 
have been highly distinguished. Another daughter married John 
Lewis, of Fredericksburg • and the third married Mr. Hawkins, of 
Kentucky. 

The John Lewis just named was a merchant, ami furnished to 
General Wilkinson the capital for his trading expedition down the 
Mississippi. He was a son of Col. Fielding Lewis by hi* find wife. 
Catharine Washington, a cousin of the General, He was married five 
time*, and Miss Jones was his third wife. 

William Strother Jones, the only son of Gabriel Jones, was born 
March ai, 1756. Iu the catalogue of student* of William and Mary 
College we find the name of Strother Jones, son of Gabriel Jones, oI 
Augusta, in 1767. Hi* wife was Fanny Thornton, of Fredericksburg, 
who died about the year 1790. He was a captain in the Continental 
army during the Revolution, and subsequently a colonel of militia. It 
is said that he was an accomplished gentleman, but inherited his 
father’s temper. At one time during the war he was ordered under 
aiTcst fur " beating a sentry while on post and a corporal on guard.’* 

William Strother Jones, Jr. ( was the only son of the former. He 
was lxrni October 7, 1783, lived in Frederick county, married, first, 
Ann Marin Marshall, a niece of Chief Justice Marshall; and, sccoud, 
Ann Cary Randolph, and died July 31, 1845. 
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The children of the last-named William Strother Jones were, Mrs. 
F. L. Barton, of Winchester ; Wm Strother Jones, now of New York ; 
Captain James F. Jones, who was murdered in 1866 ; Francis B. Jones, 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second Virginia regiment, who was killed at 
Malvern llill; ami R. B. Jones. 

Robert T. Barton, of Winchester, to whom \vc are indebted for 
much of the foregoing information, i_s a great-great-grandson of Gabriel 
Jones. 

John Jones, the brother of Gabriel Jones, lmd a son named John 
Gabriel, who was born Julie 6, 1752, and while still it very young man 
went to Kentucky. In June, 1776, George Rogers Clark and John 
Gabriel Jones were chosen, by a popular meeting at Harrodsburg, mem¬ 
bers of the General Assembly of Virginia. Before they arrived here 
the Legislature had adjourned, and Jones directed his steps to the 
settlements on the Holstou, leaving Clark to proceed to Richmond. 
The latter obtained from the council an order for the transportation to 
Pittsburg of 500 pounds of gunpowder for the use of the people of Ken¬ 
tucky. At the Fall session of the Legislature the two agents of Ken¬ 
tucky were in attendance. They were not received as members, but 
through their influence the county of Kentucky was constituted. Clark 
and Jones conveyed the powder from Pittsburg down the Ohio river to 
a point eleven miles above the present town of Maysville, and con¬ 
cealed it there. In December following, Colonel John Todd and a 
party of men, under the guidance of Jones, went for the powder; but 
on Christmas day, when near the Lower Blue Lick, they were attacked 
by Indians. Jones and several others were killed, and the expedition 
was abandoned. In January, 1777, however, Colonel Harrod suc¬ 
ceeded in finding the powder and conveying it to Harrodsburg. 

John Jones, the brother of Gabriel, was not the rector of Augusta 
parish in colonial times. Some of the descendants of Gabriel Jones 
state that as far as they know he had nu brother whatever. Others 
not only give the brother's name, hut the date of his birth. 


Thomas Lkwis's Journal. 

B j fe I*! -j’’ .. W-. 

The journal of Thomas Lewis, the first surveyor of Augusta 
County, of the expedition of himself and others in 1746, undertaken to 
establish a part of the line of Lord Fairfax’s grant, is preserved by 
Mr. Lewis’s descendants. It constitutes a manuscript volume of many 
pages, most of which record only courses and distances. But here and 
there arc items of more or less interest. We make the following ex¬ 
tracts : 

14 Wednesday , September iotk, ryjti .—Set out from home in order 
to wait on his Majesty’s and the Right Honorable Thomas Lord Fair¬ 
fax’s Commissioners at Captain Downs's, from thence to proceed to 
run the dividing line between his Majesty and Lord Fairfax, from the 
head spring of the Rappahannock to the head spring of the north 
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branch of Potowtnack. Lay at Michael Woods's this night, having 
rode 20 miles.” 

At the date mentioned Tbotnsi Lewis was twenty-eight years of 
age. He married in 1749, and in 1751 bought the land on the Shen¬ 
andoah river* near the present village of Port Republic, where he after¬ 
ward lived and died. Ills home in 1746. was probably at his father’s 
on Lewis' Creek, aUmt two miles northeast of Stmiuton. Michael 
Woods resided east of the Blue Ridge, iti Albemarle. The rood, or 
path, between the homes of Lewis and Woods was through Woods’ 
Gap, now called Jarman's. 

Captain Downs was probably the Henry Downs who was present¬ 
ed by the Grand Jury of Orange county in 1740, “( for Sabbath-break - 
ing by traveling with loaded horses to Sharrendo.") 

On Thursday the surveyor set off very early, was very sick, but 
rode thirty-five miles to one Franklin's, where he put up. 

There is a popular belief in Albemarle that Dr. Benjamin Franklin 
at one time owned land and resided in that county, but the Albemarle 
Frankliu was no doubt the person mentioned above. Dr. Franklin 
was then in Philadelphia engaged in the study of electricity. The 
journal proceed*: 

"Friday .—Set out about nine. Got to Captain Downs'* where 
was Colour 1 Fry. one of his Majesty's Commissioners, Colonel Jeffer¬ 
son, one of the surveyors for his Majesty, and Captain Winslo, for 
Lord Fairfax. After having cal breakfast, came the Honorable Wil¬ 
liam Fairfax and Colonel William Beverley, his Lordship's Commis¬ 
sioners. Likewise Colonel Lomax, one of his Majesty's Commission¬ 
ers Likewise George Fairfax, E*q., and Mr. Robert Brooke, one of 
his Majesty’s surveyors." 

Colonel Joshua Fry, » native of England, was at one time Profes¬ 
sor of Mathematics in William and Mary College, Imt hi 1746, resided in 
Albemarle. In 175a. be nml Lunsford Lomax ami James Patton con¬ 
cluded a treaty with the Indians at Logstown. He and Peter Jefferson , 
completed the map of Virginia, known as “Fry and Jefferson**,” In fj 
1754, he was Colonel, commanding the Virginia forces against the Jj 
French, and died on his way with the troops to the Ohio. 

Colonel Peter Jcffenwiu, father of the President, was county sur¬ 
veyor and subsequently county lieutenant of Albemarle. He died in 
1757. Colonel Beverley was the patentee of “Beverley Manor.’* in V 
Augusta. Colonel Lomax, grandfather of the late Judge J. T. Lomax 
of Fredericksburg, was a Burgess from Caroline oouuty in 1756. Mr. 
Robert Brooke was the grandfather of Governor Robert Brooke and 
Judge Francis T. Brooke. He accompanied Governor Spotswood in 
his visit to the Volley in 1716. 

The baggage for the expedition was brought to Captain Downs' 
by wagon on the lath, but the horses did not arrive till the next duy. 

In the meanwhile ti camp was pitched in a field and was visited by "a 
great number of the neighboring geuUetuen.” 

Sunday 14th ,— Most of the gentlemen went to hear Mr. Mar¬ 
shall preach, who returned with them to dinner. Several of us solici¬ 
ted him to preach us a sermon before we set off. He, after making 
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several religious evasions, showed us the impossibility thereof, and so 
bid tis farewell/' 

The Rev. Mungo Marshall was rector of the first Orange church. 
This church stood about ten miles northwest of Orange C. H., near an 
ancient mnund or burial place of Indians, on the right bank of the 
Rapidau river. Mr. Marshall died in 1758. The vandal spirit which 
led to the dismantling and destruction of many old colonial churches, 
did not spare his grave. His tombstone was carried off, and first used 
to griud paint on, and aflerward hides were dressed on it in a tannery. 
—(B >p Meade). 

Colonel Peter Hodgeman, one of his Majesty’s Commissioners, 
joined the party on the 15th, most of which day was spent in inspecting 
the horses. Fourteen horses were pronounced fit for service. The 
nnmbcr of men in the expedition was forty. 

Several days more were passed m preparations. During the night 
of the 17th the camp was aroused by a quarrel amongst ft crowd of 
drunken people, who used fence rails and stakes with " tolerable good 
success. ’' 

The baggage, being all packed on the 18th, a part was sent off 
under Mr. Anthony, one of the stewards* by the way of Swift Run Gap, 
there to be ready when the party should get over the Blue Ridge; the 
other, under Mr. Genu, to the head of the Conoway (now Conway, a 
branch of the Rapidan), where the survey was to begin. 

"Friday, tgih. —We setoff from Captain Downs's with expectation 
of reaching head of Conoway that night. Colonel Fairfax anti Colonel 
Beverley outrode the rest. We called at HickleyS nnd regaled our 
selves with some very good cider. Night coming 011, we were obliged 
to encamp in the mountain before we got to yc spring head/' 

"Saturday, 20th .—The mountain made such a digital appearance 
that John Thomas, one of our men. took sick on the same and so 
returned home/' 

About 12 o’clock 011 Saturday the party reached the camp of Fair¬ 
fax and Beverley, at the head of the river, and immediately proceeded 
to discover, if possible, which branch the surveyors had measured up 
in 1736. After an unsuccessful search, it was determined on the 72 d 
to survey three branches in order to discover the right or mnin branch. 

"Monday, 29th .—It Wing impossible to take our horses over the 
Peaked Mountain, they were sent over Mossamitten Gap" (now New 
Market Gap) “ with the commissioners and baggage. Mr. Brooke and 
1 went up to where we left off on Saturday/' 

"Friday, October $d. —This dnv several of the hordes had like t>een 
killed, tumbling over rocks and precipices, and ourselves often iu the 
utmost danger. This terrible place was called Purgatory/* 

Sunday, 51k— Our situation was such we could not lie by. Our 
horses were starving; our provisions not being sufficient tor us more 
than one day made it u work of necessity for us to press forward." 
The mountain was “exceedingly high and very rocky," and darkness 
overtook them. “ We had like been killed with repeated falls/’ and 
the horses were in a pitiable condition. At length they reached the 
toot of the mountain, but their condition was not much improved, 
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“ there luring a large water coarse," with steep banks, which they had 
often to ctom. After almost giving up in despair, they reached camp 
about ten o'clock, “ hardly any of u> escaping without broken shin* or 
some other misfortune/' Hut on the morning of the 6th they began 
again on the ton of the mountain. 

The commissioner* went by an easier route, leaving the surveyors 
to contend with the difficulties of the mountains. On Octolier 7th “we 
were V e r y much put to for want of water. We could find no other 
than n standing puddle wherein the bears used to wallow," 

Thursdays Went to see Coburn who, with his wife and 

miller, u buxom las*, repaid the visit in the evening, which we spent 

--Tv merrily 

On Friday the totil the party paused at the farthest settlement to 
obtain n supply of provisions, to have the shoes of the horses fastened 
on, and to allow the turn to wash their shirt*. Ou the nth they | 
camped on Looney's Creek, which nuts into the South Branch. 

“Tursday, 14th .—This river was called Styx, from the dismal np 
prarance of the place, being sufficient to strike terror in any human 
creature. The laurel. Ivy and spruce pines so extremely thick \u a 
swamp through which the river runs that one cannot have the least 
prospect except he look upwards. The water of the river of a dark 
brownish color, and its motion so slow that it can hardly 1* said to 
move. Its depth about four fcet. The bottom muddy and the bank* 
high, which made it difficult for us to cross. Moe* of \hc W*©m, when 
they attempted to ascend the furthest bank, tumbled with their loads 
back into the river. Moat of our baggage, tlmf would have been dam¬ 
aged by the water, was brought over on men’* shoulders, such os | 
powder, bread and bed-clothes." 

Being without food for man or beast on Sunday the 19th, the party 
had to push on. On Monday the 20th, a deer and turkey were killed. 
They heard guns which they supposed were fired by Indians, of whom 
nouc were seen. On the 28th one of the men surprised and killed a 
buck with an axe, and on the same day the party arrived ngain at Co¬ 
burn's, on Mill Creek. Several of the inhabitants tame to see them, 

•• Thursday, jaik .—This being his Majesty's birthday," (George 
II). “ wt concluded the evening in merriment. Drank hi* Majesty's 
health, which was followed by a discharge of nine guns.'* 

"Saturday. AbtvjnJvr StM .—Went down to Lockhart's and en¬ 
camped. Here we had left some rum and wine, which contributed to 
our spending the evening very pleasantly, rejoicing we had surmounted 
so many difficulties.'' Here also two of the men fell out, and one 
offered the other a “piece of eight" to fight him. The challenged 
party accepted and won the money, which, however, wa* recovered 
before a justice in Orange. 

On Thursday, November 13th. the commissioners and surveyors 
were together again. The party dined and drank “ his Majesty's and 
Lord Fairfax's health, which was accompanied with a discharge of 
nine guns to each health/' At “Buckner's Quarter" they got some 
rider and apples. 
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Colonel Jefferson and Mr. Brooke set off for home on Saturday, 
November 15th. On Monday the 17th, most of the men being dis¬ 
charged. the horses, tents , etc., were set up at auction at Captain 
Downs', and on the same day Mr. Lewis took leave of the ** gentlemen 
commissioners” and started home. He arrived at Michael Woods' 
about two o'clock, crossed the Blue Ridge that evening, spent the 
night at Samuel Gay’s, and reached home on the 19th, having been 
absent two mouths and nine days. 

The surveyors had agreed to meet at Colonel Jefferson's the first 
of January "to make out what plans of the Northern Neck were 
wanted.” Therefore Mr. Lewi - took to horse again on December 30th, 
amt arrived at Colonel Jefferson’s on the 3d of January The other sur¬ 
veyors, Mr. Brooke and Captain Winslo, not coming, be waited till the 
14th, and then started to Essex county hi search of them He arrived 
at Mr. Brooke’s the night of the 15U1, visited Colonel Beverley on the 
i6th, and in the evening went with Mr. Brooke to sec Colonel Lomax. 

On the 23d the surveyor’s assembled at Colonel Jefferson’s, and 
liegaii their 14 plans of the Northern Neck ” the next day. But find¬ 
ing they wanted paper and other things, they had to send to Williams¬ 
burg fora supply. On Sunday, February 2d, says the journal, * l \vt 
nil rode down to Richmond church, where wc heard the Rev. Mr. Stith 
preach. The gentlemen of the town treated us to a handsome dinner 
at Mr. Coale’s ordinary.” By February 21st Captain Winsto and 
Mr. Lewis M made seven plans of the Northern Neck on Lord Fairfax's 
account, according to our instructions from Colonel Beverley,” and 
starting from Colonel Jefferson's on the 22d, Mr. Lewis reached home 
on the 24th. 

Colonel Jefferson’s permanent residence was at Shad well, in Albe¬ 
marle, which is seventy or eighty miles from Richmond ; but at the 
time referred to, he was living temporarily at a place called Tuekahoc, 
near Richmond [History of Albemarle County.] 

TheRev. William Stith, author of the History of Virginia, was a 
nephew of Sir John Randolph, one of the original patentees of Bever¬ 
ley's Manor. In 1738 he became rector of Henrico parish, and wrote 
his history in 1740 at Variim, a seat of one of the Randolphs on James 
river below Richmond. From 1752 till his death, in 1755, he was 
president of William and Mary College. 

We have not followed Mr. Lewis* spelling, which is decidedly 
” archaic, 1 ’ to use a modern apologetic term. As he grew older he im¬ 
proved in orthography, as his later writings show. 


Treaties with ImuAxs. 

On the 2d of July, 17)4, a treaty was concluded at Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, between Thomas Lee, member of the Council of State 
and one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the Colony of Virginia, 
and William I&vcrh j 1 md and Co mt of the com 1 

of Orange and member of the House of Burgesses, Commissioners ap- 
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pointed by the Governor of Virginia, and twenty-five chief* of the Six 
United Nation* of Indian* In consideration of four hundred pound*, 
current money of Pennsylvania, paid partly in goods aud partly in gold 
money, the Indians renounced their right and claim to all the lands in 
the Colony of Virginia, and acknowledged the titl«r thereto of the King 
of Great Britain. This is known as die TrcatvVaf Lancaster, and the 
instrument was witnessed by James Hatton, Robert Brooke, Jr., James 
Madison and other*. The deed was proved in the General Court and 
ordered to be recorded. October 25, 1744, 

Some dissatisfaction having arisen among the Indian* in regurd to 
the Treaty of Lancaster, a confidence was held at LogMovvn. on the 
Ohio, iu 1752, between cbiefc/of the Six Nations and Joshua Fry, 
Lunsford Lomax and Jarne^ Patton, Commissioners of Virginia ; and 
another deed was executed by six chiefs, consenting to the deed of 
July 2, 1744. and promising to assist and protect British subjects 
settled °on the southern or eastern port of the river called Alleghany. 0 
This deed was dated June 13. 1732. and w*» witnessed by George 
Croghun, Thomas McKee, William Preston and others. 

At Fort Pitt, on July to. 1773, the chiefs and sachems of the Six 
Nations, in consideration of twelve thousand Spanish dollars, "or the 
value thereof in merchandise, and also “ the great justice and integ¬ 
rity” of George Croghan to the Indians, conveyed a tract of land 011 
the south side of the Ohio River, beginning opposite the mouth of 
French creek, or Beef river, etc., etc., containing by estimation six 
millions < 6.000,000) acres. The deed was signed by six chiefs, one 
malciug the mark of •• the hill/* another of •• the mountain, 0 etc.; and 
was witnessed by John Campbell, Thomas Hosier and George Kootcs. 

On the 30th of July, 1777. George Croghan. °of Port Pitt, in the 
State of Virginia,” by deed to Dr. Thomas Walker and others, in con¬ 
sideration of five thousand Spanish dollars, conveyed H one clear eight 
and fortieth part 0 (125,000 acres) of the tract granted by the Indians 
to Croghan. Among the witnesses to this deed were George Routes 
and Strother June*. 

George Route* is said tu have lived in Augusta, near the Stone 
Church, but we have found no trace of him in our county archive*. 
From the Catalogue of William and Mary College, wc leam that, in 
* 771 # Philip Routes, son of Philip Kootes of Augusta, was a student at 
that institution; and in 1779, Thomas Route*, of Augusta, was 
a student there. Strother Jones was the son of Gabriel Jones of 

The deed* herein referred to are printed in full in the book called 
the " Page Family in Virginia.” 
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The Browxs. 

The Rev. John Brown was a native of Ireland, educated at Prince¬ 
ton, 'Sew Jersey, and pustor ot ’New Providence congregation tor tm\y- 
four years, lit* residence was first near the village of Fairfield, and 
afterwards near the church* on the spot where the late John Withrow’ 
long resided 
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i. John Brown, the oldest son of Rev. John Brown, was bom at 
Staunton, (probably at Spring Farm, where his maternal grandmother 
lived), September 12, lie was sent to Princeton Coliege, and 

when the American army retreated through the Jerseys, joined the 
troops, crossed the Delaware with them, ami remained some time as a 
volunteer. He afterwards was a member of a Rockbridge company, 
and with it served under I Payette. His education was completed at 
William and Mary College. The sketch of him in Collins's History of 
Kentucky (Volume II, page 252;, says be 14 assisted the celebrated 
Dr. Waddell for two years as a teacher in his school, read law in the 
office of Mr. Jefferson, aud moved to Kentucky in 1782." After Ken¬ 
tucky 1 >eciune a State he was three times consecutively elected a United 
States Senator. He was also a member of the House of Representa¬ 
tives one or more terms. In 1805 he retired to private life, and ufter 
that declined all overtures to take office. He died August 28, 1837, nt 
Fraukfort. Ilia wife was a daughter of the Rev. John Mason, of New 
York, and sister of the distinguished Rev. John M. Mason. 

The late Judge Mason Brown, of Frankfort, was a son of the Hon. 
John Brown. One of Judge Brown’s sons was the late Benjamin Ciratz 
Brown, of Missouri, the candidate for the Vice-Presidency of the 
United States on the 44 Greeley Ticket," in 1872. Another of his sons 
is tld John Mason I’rowu, ft I, 

2. James Brown, the second son of Rev. John Brown, was distin¬ 
guished as a lawyer in Kentucky. His wife was a sister of Mrs. Henry 
Clay, Upon the acquisition of Louisiana, he removed to New Orleans, 
was associated with Livingston in compiling the civil code of that 
State, was several times elected to the United States Senate, and was 
subsequently Minister to France. He died in Philadelphia iti 1836, 
without issue. 

3. Dr. Samuel Brown, the third son, studied in Edinburgh, and for 
many years was a professor in Transylvania University. 

4. Dr. Preston W. Brown, tile youngest son, studied his profession 
in Philadelphia, practised in Kentucky, and died in 1826. 

The Rev. John Brown became pastor of New Providence in 1753, 
and continued such till 179G, when he followed his sons to Kentucky. 
He died at Frankfort in 1803, in the seventy-fifth year of his age, his 
wife having died in 1802 in her seventy-third year. 

Mr. Brown had two daughters,—Elizabeth, wife of the Rev. 
Thomas B. Craighead, ot Tennessee, son of the Rev. Alexander Craig¬ 
head, and Mary, wife of Dr. Alexander Humphreys. 

John Humphreys, whose wife was Margaret Carlisle, lived in the 
county of Armagh, Indatid. His oldest son. David Carlisle Hum¬ 
phreys, came to America in 1763, when he was about twenty-two years 
old, and lived for eight years in Pennsylvania. There he married 
Margaret Finley, who is the Mrs. Margaret Humphreys mentioned on 
a future page. In 1771 he removed to Augusta county, and purchased 
a farm near Greenville, where he died in 1826, aged eighty-five years. 
Ills chiklrcu were three sous, John, Samuel and Aaron Finley, and five 
daughters who were the wives respectively of Samuel MeCutehen, 
Samuel Blackwood, David Gilkeson. James S. Willson and Archibald 
Rhea. 
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I>r. Alexander Humphreys was a brother of David C. Humphreys. 
He came to America mjhic years later than David C., nnd lived first 
near New Providence church. He afterwords removed to Staunton, 
where he practised his profession till his death, itt 1802. His widow 
and children then removed to Frankfort. Kentucky. 


Major Anprkw Hamilton was born in Augusta county in 1741. 
His parents were Archibald and Frances Calhoun Hamilton, who came 
to this country from Ireland* Archibald is said to have been a de¬ 
scendant of James Hamilton, Earl of Arran, who was regent of Scotland 
during the infancy of Mary Stuart. 

The (late of Archibald Hamilton's settlement in Augusta is not 
known. He was probably one of the first to come, and like other early 
settlers, located on the fitiblic domain, without legal title to his home¬ 
stead. In 1747, however, he received from William Beverley, the 
patentee, a deed for three hundred and two acres of land on Christian's 
creek, in Beverley Manor, for the nominal consideration of five shil¬ 
lings. He also acquired lands by patent from the Government. He 
survived till about the year 1794. His children were five sons, Audly, 
John, Andrew, William, and Archibald, and a daughter, named 
Lctticc. 

Andrew Hamilton married, in August, Jane Mugill, a native of 
Pennsylvania, and in 1765 removed to South Carolina and settled in 
Abbeville, in the neighborhood of Andrew Pickens, afterwards the cel¬ 
ebrated General Pickens, who had gone with his parents from Augusta 
some years previously. Both Hamilton ami Picketts entered the mili¬ 
tary service tit the beginning of the Revolutionary war. The former 
served through the whole war, first as captain and then as major under 
General Pickens, and took part in nearly all the important buttles in 
South Carolina and Georgia. At one time lie wn imgriiotW in a 
block-house on Inn own c*\ate. 

After the war, Major Hamilton was elected to the Legislature of 
South Carolina, and continued to serve in that capacity till he was 
unfitted for it by old age. Then he was requested to nominate his 
successor, who wns immediately elected. 

The life of Major Hamilton was long and eventful. He died Jan¬ 
uary 19. 1835, » n lb* ninety-fifth year of his age. his wife having died 
April 20, i8rfi. in her eighty-sixth year. The remains of this aged 
and distinguished couple lie in the cemetery of Upper Long Cane 
Church, of which General Pickens and Major Hamilton arc said to 
have been the first elders. 

Major Hamilton is described as a strict Presbyterian in his relig¬ 
ious faith, and a man of inflexible will, dauntless courage, and superb 
physical development. He left many descendants, nnd among them 
are the Simonds ami Ravencls, of Charleston, Parkers and Waites, of 
Columbia, Cnlbmnm, of South Carolina and Georgia, and Alstons and 
Cabclls, of Virginia. Some time before the year 1830, Major Hamil¬ 
ton and one of his daughters, Mrs. Alston, made a trip on horseback 
from South Carolina to Augusta county, to visit the spot where he was 
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born and reared. It was his first visit—one of tender remembrance— 
since he had left the county in his youth. A brother of his went to 
Kentucky, and was the founder of a wealthy and distinguished 
family* 


The Rev. Chaklks Cummings was born in Ireland and emi¬ 
grated to Lancaster county. Virginia, where he taught school and 
studied theology with the Rev. James Waddell. He was licensed to 
preach by Hanover Presbytery at Tinkling Spring, April 17, 1766. 
As stated heretofore, he became pastor of Brown's meeting-house con¬ 
gregation in 1767. The elders present at his ordination were George 
Moffett, Alexander Walker and John McFarland. In 1773 he was 
called to minister to two congregations on the Holston, and settled 
near Abingdon. The call was signed by one hundred and twenty 
heads of families—Campbells, Blackburns, Edmondsons, Christians. 
Thompsons, Montgomerys, and others. The country on the Holston 
was then exf>oscd to Indian inroads, and Mr. Cummings was in the 
habit of carrying his rifle with him into the pulpit. On one occasion 
he was engaged in a deadly conflict with the Indians. In 1776 he 
accompanied the troops under Colonel Christian in their expedition 
against the Cherokees, and was the first minister that ever preached in 
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The Rev*. James Madison, I), D., was burn August 27, 1749, 
near Port Republic, then in Augusta county. He was educated at 
William and Mary College, and first studied law, but soon abandoned 
that profession for the ministry. In 1773 he was chosen Professor of 
Mathematics in William and Mary, and going to England was there 
licensed as a Minister by the Bishop of London. Returning to Vir¬ 
ginia he resumed his place in the College, of which be became Presi¬ 
dent in 1777. lie presided us Bishop over the first Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia, in May, 1785- During the 
same year the degree of D<Krtor of Divinity was conferred upon him by 
the University or Pennsylvania. He died in 1815. His children were 
a son, James C. Madison, of Roanoke county, and a daughter, Mrs. 
Robert G. Scott, of Richmond. 




CHAPTER IV. 

INDIAN WARS, KTC., 1'ROM 1 753 TO 1 756. 

From 1753, for more than ten years, war raged all along the 
frontier. We ilo not propose to give a history of the general war ami 
can only briefly sketch some of the principal events which imme¬ 
diately concerned the people of Augusta county. 

Some account of the Indian tribes most frequently in contact with 
the white act tiers of this region is appropriate here. Withers states, in 
his "Border Warfare" [p. 39], that when Virginia became known to 
the whites, the portion of the State tying northwest of the Blue Ridge 
and extending to the lakes was possessed by the Massawomces. 
These were a powerful confederacy, rarely in unity with the tribes 
east of that range of mountains; but generally harassing them by fre¬ 
quent hostile irruptions into their country. Of their subsequent his¬ 
tory, nothing is now known. They are supposed by some to have been 
the ancestors of the Six Nations. 

"As settlements were extended from the sea shore." says Withers, 
"the Massawotnee* gradually retired, and when the white population 
reached the Blue Ridge, the Valley between it and the Alleghany was 
entirely uninhabited. This delightful region of country was thou only 
used as 11 hunting ground, aud as a highway for belligerent parties of 
different nations, in their military expeditions against each other. In 
consequence of the almost continuous hostilities between the northern 
and southern Indians, these expeditious were very frequent, and 
tended somewhat to retard the settlement of the Valley, and render a 
residence in it. for some time, insecure and unpleasant. Between the 
Alleghany mountains and the Ohio river, within the present limits of 
Virginia, there were some villages interspersed, inhabited by small 
numbers of Indians, the most of whom retired northwest of that river 
as the tide of immigration rolled towards it. Some, however, remained 
in the interior after settlements began to be made in their vicinity, 

" North of the present boundary of Virginia, and particularly near 
the junction of the Alleghany and Monongahela rivers, and iti the 
circumjacent country, the Indians were more numerous and their 
villages larger. In 1753, when General Washington visited the 
French posts on the Ohio, the spot which had been selected by the 
Ohio Company as the site for a fort, was occupied by Shingeas, King 
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of the Delawares ; and other parts of the proximate country were in¬ 
habited by Mtngoes and Shawances [Shawnees]. When the French 
were forced to abandon I he position which they had taken at the forks 
of Ohio, the greater part of the adjacent tribes removed further west. 
So that when improvements were begun to be made in the wilderness 
of Northwestern Virginia, it had been almost entirely deserted by the 
natives; and except a few straggling hunters and warriors, who oc¬ 
casionally traversed it in qnest of game, or of human beings on whom 
to wreak their vengeance, almost its only tenants were beasts of the 
forest.** 

We have no statistics of Indian population in 1753. A Captain 
Hutchins visited most of the tribes in 1768, and made the most accu¬ 
rate estimate he could of their numbers at that date. The Indian pop¬ 
ulation was no doubt much greater in 1753 than 1768; ten years of 
war haring thinned their ranks considerably. In the latter year the 
statistics were as follows, as reported by Hutchins; The Cherokces. 
in the western part of North Carolina, now Tennessee, numbered 
about two thousand five hundred. The Chickasaw* resided south of 
the Cherokees, and had a population of seven hundred and fifty. 
The Catawbas, on the Catawba river, in South Carolina, numbered 
only one hundred and fifty. These last, although so few, were 
remarkably enterprising. They are said to have frequently traversed 
the Valley of Virginia, and even penetrated the country on the Susque¬ 
hanna and between the Ohio and Luke Erie, to wuge war with the 
Delawares. The more northern tribes were the Delawares, Shawmees, 
Chippcwas, Wyandots, Miami* and other northwestern tribes, and had 
an aggregate population of about three thousand five hundred. The 
Shawnees, the terror of the inhabitants of Augusta county from the 
frontier to the Blue Ridge, in 1753, numbered only about three hun¬ 
dred fighting men in 1768. They then dwelt on the Scioto and Mus¬ 
kingum rivers, in Ohio, having sixteen small villages. We write the 
name Shawnee as it is generally pronounced. Some historians write it 
Shewanee, and Parkman calls the tribe Shawances. The Slniwnees 
and Delawares were close allies. 

Col. James Smith, a native of Pennsylvania, was captured by 
Indians, in 1755, when he was eighteen years old. and detained 
amongst them five years; but being adopted into the tribe, was treated 
with great kindness. He became a prominent citizen of Bourbon 
county, Kentucky, and in 1799 published an account of his life and 
travels. He says: 4 ‘ I am of the opinion that from Braddock's war 
until the present time, there never w f crc more than three thousand 
Indians at any time in arm* against us, west of Fort Pitt, and fre- 
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qaently not half that number. According to the Indians own ac¬ 
counts. during the whole of Braddock's war, or from 1755 till 1758. 
they killed or took fifty of our people for one that they lust.** After¬ 
wards. the frontiersmen, especially the Virginians, learned something 
of the Indian mode of warfare, ami fewer whites and more Indians 
were killed; yet. even then, the savages claimed, and Smith believed 
with good reason, that they killed or took ten of our people for one 
that they lost. Col. Smith thinks the Indians displayed admirable 
skill in warfare. 

Kercheva! states that the Catawba and Delaware Indians were 
said to liave been engaged in war at the time the Valley was first 
entered by white people, and that the feud was continued for many 
years afteiwird*. Several bloody battles were fought between these 
tribes on or near the Potomac. One of these occurred at the mouth of 
Antsctam crfcck, in 1736, it is believed. "The Delawares,*' my* 
Kercheval, "had penetrated far to the .south, committed «w»mc acts of 
outrage on the Catawt**, and on their retreat were overtaken at the 
mouth of this creek, when a desperate conflict ensued. Every man 
oi the Delaware party was put to death, with the exception of one who 
escaped after the battle was over, and every Catawba held np a .scalp 
but one. This was a disgrace not to be borne ; and he instantly gave 
chase to the fugitive, overtook him at the Su:>que!iannn river, (a dis¬ 
tance little short of 011c hundred miles), killed and scalped him. and 
returning showed his scalp to several white people, and exulted In what 
he had done* Other battles between these tribes occurred at Painted 
Rock, on the South Branch; at Hanging Rock, in Hampshire; and 
near the site of Franklin, Pendleton county. According to Kerchcval, 
a few Shawnee* continued to live in the lower valley till 1754, when 
they removed west of the Alleghany mountain. 

According to tradition, a battle between Indians occurred on the 
Cowpasture river, near Millborough. Bath county, where there is a 
small mound supposed to cover the remains of the slain. In the spring 
of 1886 the floods washed away a portion of the mound* and exposed 
to view five large skeletons in a good state of preservation. Tradition 
also says that an Indian maiden* from a neighboring eminence, 
watched the battle, in which her Inver was engaged. 

European* paid little or no attention to the claim of the Indians 
to the territory which they held, or roamed over. France held Canada 
and Louisiana, which latter was understood to embrace nil the country 
west of the Mississippi river. The territory mentioned was conceded 
by England to Prance; but not content with this vast domain, the 
French claimed atl the territory watered by streams tributary to the 
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Mississippi In pursuance of their claim, they built several forts on 

^v>rv \yw^\ve?»ufc, vtotYtXltotg uow sVanhs, u\ 
that time, as held by Virginians, within the county of Augusta. In 
x 753 » Governor Dinwiddle scut Major Washington to remonstrate with 
the French officer commanding on the Ohio, and to want him that war 
was inevitable unless he withdrew. The French persisting in their 
claim, Dinwiddte began to prepare for the conflict, and invited the co¬ 
operation of the other colonies. The Indians, at first not specially 
friendly to either side, were conciliated by the French, and proved 
their faithful and efficient allies during the war. 

It is generally supposed that the French were specially skilful in 
gaining the friendship of the Indians, and it may have been so to a 
considerable extent; but there is another reason why the Shawnees, 
Delawares and other Algonquin tribes, became their efficient partisans 
Champlain and other early French settlers in Canada, to ingratiate 
themselves with the Indians of that region, assisted them in their wars 
with the Iroquois, or Five nations, of New York, ami thus gained their 
lasting friendship, while the Kngltsh secured the Iroquois as allies. 
The Shawnees, Delawares and others were congeners of the Canada 
Indians. Tlu* Iroquois waged incessant and exterminating war with 
all other tribes. 

The Iroquois were composed originally of five tribes,—Mohawks, 
Oncidas, Onondaga*, Cayugas and Senecas,—and occupied the country 
from Upper Canada to West Virginia, surrounded by Algonquins. 
They were called the •* Five Nations’ 1 of New York, where most of 
them resided. The Tuscaroras joined the confederacy, and they were 
then known ns the ** Six Nations.” 

In 1754. David Tygart and a man named Files, crossed the Alle¬ 
ghany mountain and settled near each other cm a branch of the Monon- 
galiela, since known as Tygart’s Valley River. Files located at the 
month of a crock where Beverley, the county-seat of Randolph, now 
stands, and Tygart a few miles higher up the river. They had not 
been there long, when feeling unsafe they concluded to return to the 
settlements; but before they proceeded to do so, the family of Files 
was attacked by Indians, and every member killed, except a son who 
was absent from the house, but within Night of the massacre. Young 
Files fled to the house of Tygart and gave the warning, which enabled 
that family to escape and leave the country. [Trans-Alleghany Pio¬ 
neers. p 253.] 

Colonel James Patton was “County lieutenant/’ or commander- 
in-chief, of the Augusta militia in 1754. In January of that year Gov¬ 
ernor Dinwiddie wrote to him that he had determined to send two 
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hundred men to reinforce the troops then building a fort on the 
Monongahcla. He therefore ordered Patton to ‘'draw out " the militia 
of the county, and from them obtain by volunteering, or drafting, fifty 
men for the purpose. The troops were to he ’* at Alexandria, the head 
of Potomack river, by the aoih of next mo. and if passible with their 
anus, Ac.*' As the county was large, the number of men called for so 
small, "and the pay so very good,” the Governor did not doubt that 
there would !>e a sufficient number of volunteers. They were to be 
commanded, hr said, by Major George Washington. The company 
was no doubt raised and led by Andrew Lewis, At any rate, Lewis 
was with Washington, July 4, 1754, at the capitulation of Fort Neces¬ 
sity. and. although wounded and hobbling on a staff, by his coolness 
probably prevented a general massacre of the Virginia troops. Wash¬ 
ington had hern compelled to fall back to Fort Necessity, a rude 
stockade at Great Meadows. On the 3d of July, about noon, aix hun¬ 
dred French, with one hundred Indians, come in sight and took posses¬ 
sion of one of the eminences, where, says Bancroft [Vol. IV, p. tit], 
every soldier found a large tree for his shelter, and could fire in 
security on the troojw beneath. For nine hour*, in a heavy rain, the 
fire Wat returned. At last, after thirty of the English, and hut three 
of the French had been killed, Dc Villiers, the French commander, 
proposed a parley. The terms of capitulation which were offered were 
interpreted to Washington, who did not understand French, and, as 
interpreter!, were accepted. On the 4th, the English garrison, retain¬ 
ing all its effects, withdrew from the basin of the Ohio. 

Then began the famous seven years war which kept all Europe 
ablaie while it lasted. It is curious that the first blow was struck in 
the wilds of America and by George Washington. 

In his book called M Georgians," to which we have heretofore 
referred. Governor Gilmer relates an occurrence near Staunton as 
follow*: 

•• In June. 1754. a party of twelve Northwestern Indian warriors 
stopped at John Lewis’* on their return from the South, where they 
had been satisfying their revenge upon the Cherokee* for some injury 
received. Some of hi* neighbors happe ned to be there, whose families 
or friends had suffered from attacks of the Indians. They insisted 
upon the party remaining until night, and exhibiting their dances. 
Upon their consenting, they left and employed the time until dark 
collecting the neigh hors who had suffered from Indian murders. A 
beef was killed, and a large log fire nuidc, around which the Indians 
assembled, cooking and eating to their stomach’s Content. They 
danced and drank whiskey until their lookers-on were satisfied with 
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the display of their antics, and then went on their way homeward as 
far as the Middle river, where they lodged in Anderson's barn. As 
soon as they were sound asleep the whites were upon them with their 
axes, knives and guns. Only one escaped. For that night's doings 
many Virginia wives were made widows, and mothers childless. The 
government of Virginia endeavored to punish the perpetrators. All 
fled to some distant part of the extended frontier of the colonies, 
except one by the name of King, who lived a skulking life for a long 
time, always keeping his gun near him. He sometimes would go to 
the old Augusta church, the great assembling place for worship of the 
Scotch- Irish of that part of the country, where, seated upon the sill of 
the door with his inseparable companion, the rifle, in his hand, he 
listened to the words of the preacher, so necessary to the comfort of 
the Irish spirit, whether Protestant or Catholic. He was suffered to 
work out his own punishment, avoiding all men, and avoided by 
all/* 

We presume this story is substantially true os related. Governor 
Gilmer s mother being a daughter of Thomas Lewis, the surveyor and 
burgess, the facts had to pass through only one or two hands to reach 
him. We. however, think it probable that the occurrence took place 
a year or two earlier than the time mentioned; and we find no evi¬ 
dence in the proceedings of the County Court, or the voluminous 
correspondence of Governor Dinwidctie, of any effort to bring the per¬ 
petrators of the outrage to punishment. 


Governor Dinwiddle, wisely or unwisely, precipitated the war 
between the English and French in America* After it began he 
threw himself into the fray with great ardor. He was indefatigable in 
recruiting troops, calling for help from neighboring colonies and Eng¬ 
land, writing letters, and scolding and blustering. He rivaled Horace 
Walpole, one of his correspondents, in the number, if not in the 
elegance, of his epistles. His voluminous correspoudence, published 
by the Virginia Historical Society, aud edited by R. A. Brock, secre¬ 
tary, etc., is full of interest to those who have a taste for such litera¬ 
ture. He was too much pressed for time and space to write his words 
in full, and often it is difficult to read his productions. He set the 
rules of grammar and spelling at defiance—especially when in a passion 
he rebuked a military officer, or abused the savages. The latter suf¬ 
fered terribly at his hands, being denounced as " wicked murderers,” 


4 * insatiate cowards,’* *’villainous.” “banditti,” "infidels,” "vermin. 


He was economical to the extent of parsimony, demanding an account 


of every pound of powder or lead he issued to the troops. W ithout 


military training or experience lie planned campaigns, and undertook 
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to instruct George Washington and Andrew Lewis how to fight the 
Indian*. He was punctilious in etiquette, and informed Washington ! 
° The method that yon are to declare war is at the head of your com¬ 
panies, with three trollies of small arms for his Majesty * health and a 
successful war." 

Many of the Governor's letters were addressed to Augusta men, 
and others relating to events taking place here. We ahull refer to 
some of them. 

Writing to the Lords of Trade, July 24, 1754, Governor Dinwiddle 
gives a highly exaggerated account of the casualties at Fort Necessity. 
He reports the number of the enemy killed as three hundred, aud "of 
our people," thirty. 

He set to work energetically to repair the disaster and to organize 
another expedition to the Ohio. By his order. Fort Cumberland was 
built at Wills’s creek where the city of Camber land, Maryland, now 
stands, and Colonel James Innes was put in command of it. This 
gentleman was born in Scotland, but came to Virginia with some 
troops from North Carolina. He was a favorite with the Governor, 
who addressed him in one of his letters as M Dear James." Not with* 
standing "the intolerable obstinacy of our ncighlxmtig colonies/' as 
Governor Dinwiddle expressed it, North Carolina had sent some 
troops. One of the eompnnies, commanded by Captuin Bryan, on 
their march towards Cumberland on the 27th of July, " mutinied at 
Augusta Court-house," says the Governor, "and would march no 
further till a friend of mine advanced £40.'' Iitnes was expected to 
proceed across the Alleghanics and assail the f rench, and Washing* 
ton, then a colonel, was to co-operate. Andrew Lewd* was a captain 
in Washington’s regiment, having been commissioned March 18. 

* 754 - 

Richard Pcaris, whose name is also witten Parris, or Paris, was 
located on Holston River, Augusta county, in 1754, in order to trade 
with the Cherokee* and other southern Indians. The Governor util¬ 
ized him as far as possible. Some Indian depredations had occurred in 
that quarter, and the Governor writes to Pearis August 2d, ‘ I am 
surprised the inhabitants on Holstein river should submit to be robbed 
by a few Indians." He sends his thanks to a certain Chickasaw war 
rior for "resenting the murder of one of our people.' " Let the 
Chick saw know that I greatly approve of his conduct, and have a real 
esteem for him." He wishes to know whether "the Kinperor," or 
"Old Hop" is the head man of the Cherokees. He exhorts Pcaris to 
stir up the Indians to prevent the building of forts by the French in 
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that quarter. The trader wanted to obtain " the long island in Hoi- 
•ton river." and is encouraged to hope he may pet it. 

As we have seen, Governor Dinwiddie was all agog for a cam¬ 
paign immediately against the French at Fort Duquesne, [Pittsburg]. 
Washington was opposed to it under the circumstances. The force 
which could be raised wits too small, and lhe season was too late for a 
inarch over the Alleghanies. The Virginia Assembly at first refused 
to vote a supply of money. Some members of that body bad opposed 
the original measures of the Governor, which resulted in the war. 
They were not sure that England had a just title to the region around 
Fort Duqucsne, which was held and claimed by the French.—[Irving’s 
Li/e of Washington % Vol. I, p. 103]. Under the pretext of protecting 
all settlers on the waters of the Mississippi, a supply was finally 
granted, and the Governor proceeded to raise a regiment of three hun¬ 
dred men, divided into six companies, of fifty men each. Joshua Fry 
was Colonel, and Washington, Lieutenant-Colonel; but the latter soon 
succeeded to the command, on the death of the former. Recruiting 
went on slowly, till bounty land on the Ohio river was promised to the 
soldiers. Early in August, 1754, Washington rejoined his regiment 
at Alexandria, and was urged by the Governor to raise the full com¬ 
plement of men, and unite with Colonel Innes, at Wills’s creek. 

Governor Dinwiddie wrote to the Earl of Albemarle, August 15, 
1754, pleading for assistance from "home," as England was still called. 
Two regiments of regular forces, he said, would be absolutely neces¬ 
sary. To Earl Granville he wrote on the same day. that the French 
intended to build forts, not only on the Ohio, but on Greenbrier, Hoi- 
ston and New rivers, and "the buck of North Carolina." On the 6th 
of September, he had heard "complaints from our frontier in Augusta 
county of many parties of Indians, etc., robbing and ill-treating our 
people." In another letter of the same date, he says: "The French 
and Indians are now making incursions among our inhabitants In 
Augusta county, threatening our people to depart from their planta¬ 
tions, and propose building forts on Holstein's, Green Brier's and 
other rivers." 

"Therefore," wrote the Governor to Washington, September n, 
1754, " I now order you to give a detachment of forty or fifty men to 
Capt. Lewis. With them he is to march imedinteiy to Augusta 
county, in order to protect our frontier from the incursions of small 
parties of Indians, and I suppose some French. Order him to march 
imediately, and to apply to Col. Patton, the County Lieutenant, who 
will direct him where to proceed that he maybe most useful." A 
letter was addressed to Captain Andrew Lewis the same day,—the first 
of a long series,—of which we give a literal copy: 
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'•Sir: 1 have order’d Colo. W. to give You o dctachm't of 40 or 
50 Men from his regim’t; with them you are imedtatcly to march for 
Augusta Co'ty. Apply to the Co'ty Lieut, for bin direct'd, where You 
may be most useful) in protecti'g the Frontiers of y't Co'ty, If You 
happen to meet with any Parties of French or Iod’s, You are imedi- 
ately to examine the Ind’ft* of w't Nat'n* and take them Prisoners, if 
they cannot give a proper Acc't of themselves, and if any Party ab'd 
be obstrepolous and commit any hostilities on our Subjects* in y't Case 
You arc to repel 1 Force by Force, but I expect You will be very cir¬ 
cumspect in Y'r Conduct, and behave with good Discipline of Y’r Men, 
and a proper Courage. so y't You may rccomcnd Y'rsclf to the Sendee 
of Y'r Country. You ore to apply to Colo. Patton, Y'r Father, or any 
other Person for Provisions for Y'r Men. I rccomcnd Frugality on 
this Head, and" [that you] ''have Vr Acc't thereon properly kept, 
and so just, y't You can swear to the Truth thereof, and it shall be 
p'd. You are to carry with You a suitable? Qo'ty of Amusiit’n, and 
if two or three Horses are wanted to carry the same, apply to Maj’r 
Carlyle, shew him this Let'r, and he will supply Yon therewith. 
Yon shall hereafter have my Orders w’n to return to join the other 
Forces. I now desire You to be as expeditious as possible in getting 
to Augusta, as I have several Letters of some Parties of I lid's, &c., 
Robbing and Plundering our People. Write me from Augusta, 1 wish 
You Health and Success in the Corn'd You arc ordered on. and I 
remain, Sir, Y'r Friend. &c." 

O11 the 6th of October Captain Lewis was on his march to protect 
the frontier. He went somewhere west or south of Staunton, but to 
what point we cannot ascertain, and built a stockade fort there to check 
Indian raids,—perhaps it was in the Greenbrier country, or it may have 
been Fort Lewis* near the site of the present town of Salem, in 
Roanoke county. He could not be spared, however, to remain there 
long, when an advance of the main array from Wills's Creek, or Fort 
Cumberland, was contemplated. The Governor wrote to him on No¬ 
vember 5th : " You are to be in readiness to march to Willi's Creek 
on the first notice from Governor Sharpe" [of Maryland], " who now 
commands the forces, or by order of Colonel Stephens. I am now re¬ 
cruiting more men ; if yon can get any with you I desire you may 
enlist them, and if you want money for that service* if Colonel Patton 
or any other person advances it. draw on me and I will pay it.'* It is 
a matter of regret that we have no account of what Andrew Lewis did 
or suffered in this expedition. 

In October, the House of Burgesses made a liberal grant for the 
public service, and during the winter of 1754- 5 ten thousand pounds 
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The apathy of other colonies was a great affliction to the Virginia 
Governor. He wrote to Lord Fairfax, February 24, 1735 : ' But my 
heart is grieved, and I want words to express the obdurate and incon¬ 
sistent behaviour of our neighboring colonies, not as yet awakened 
from their lethargy, North Carolina only excepted, who have voted 
jCS'OQO for the expedition. Maryland Assembly now sitting. Penn¬ 
sylvania Assembly adjourned without voting one farthing.'‘ [The 
Quakers who had control in Pennsylvania opposed the war.] 

Where Andrew Lewis was aud what doing from February ta, 
* 755 # till the fall of that year, we cannot ascertain. Although ordered 
by the Governor, in February, to proceed with most of his company to 
Winchester, he could not have accompanied General Braddock on his 
disastrous expedition. Irs a letter to Colonel Stephen, April 12, 1755. 
the Governor refers to Captain Lewis as if he were not then at Cum¬ 
berland, but he was probably in the vicinity of that place. Writing to 
Lewis, himself, however, July 8th, he says: " You was ordered to 
Augusta with your company to protect the frontier of that county. 
We have lately a messenger from thence giving an account of some 
barbarous murders committed on Holstou's river, which has greatly 
intimidated the settlers. Colonel Patton being here he carries up 
blank oomtnishton* of officers to raise otic company of rangers of 50 
men. for the further protection of the inhabitants. L therefore, desire 
you will correspond with the above gentleman, and if occasion is, he 
has orders to send for you to assist in defeating the designs of these 
wicked murderers.” But in a letter to Colonel Patton, on the 8th, be 
says; “Inclosed yon have a letter to Captain Lewis, which please 
forward to him. /think he is at Green Brier* and another letter to 
Lieutenant Wright, who I think is at Holston's river.” 

Lieutenant Wright seems to have gone from his former post,—the 
fort built by Lewis,—to Holston river, and the Governor was dissatis¬ 
fied on account of the poor speed he made. Writing to the Lieutenant, 
also on the 8th, he says:—“I have been informed you was twenty- 
two day* in marching six miles; this is not agreeable to the opinion 1 
conceived of you/'t 

General Braddock arrived in Virginia February 19, 1755, with two 
regiments of British soldiers, and proceeded to Alexandria, as the most 

• Mm. Towles states that her ancle, Andrew Lewis, and her father, William 
Lewis, were at Braddock'* Defeat, and that the latter was wounded, She could 
hardly b« mistaken in regard to her father. Mm. Floyd says Andrew Lewis was 
a colonel under Itraddock, but if with Braddock at all be was only a captain. 

tit ia said that Lieut. Wright and two soldiers wen? killed by Indians, July 
19. 17W, at Reed Creek. 
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convenient place at which to organize an expedition to the Ohio. 
Washington was summoned from Mt. Vernon, to act as one of the Gen¬ 
eral's aides, and promptly undertook the duty. The command con¬ 
sisted of the two regiments of regulars, augmented by some Virginia 
levies, selected for the purpose ; two companies of " hatchet men M ; six 
of rangers, from different provinces; and one troop oflight horse. The 
whole composed an army of nearly twenty-five hundred men. 

The Virginiu recruits and companies were clothed and drilled to 
make them look like soldiers. They were ridiculed by young British 
officers, one of whom wrote : *' They performed their evolutions and 
firings as well as could be expected, but their languid, spiritless and 
unsoldier-like appearance, considered with the lowness and ignorance 
of most of their officers, gave little hopes of their future good be¬ 
havior.” In a few weeks, however, the survivors of Braddock’s army 
entertained a different opinion of the provincial troops. 

The army set out from Alexandria April zotb, and proceeded by 
by way of Winchester, Fredericktown and Cumberland. What Au¬ 
gusta men accompanied the expedition, we do not know. It is said 
x\m\ VcXcr “Hogg was one ot the Virginia captains, and we know noth¬ 
ing to the contrary. He was ordered by Governor Dinwiddie to repair 
to Alexandria, only a little before General Braddock arrived there. 
An humble member of the expedition was a negro slave named Gilbert, 
who died in Staunton, in 1844, at the reputed age of one hundred and 
twelve years. 

Leaving General Braddock and his army to pursue their tedious 
and painful march, let us observe the course of a traveler on a peaceful 
errand, who at the same time traversed the Valley of Virginia. 

The Rev. Mngh McAden, a young Presbyterian minister, went 
from Pennsylvania to North Carolina on horseback in 1755. He kept 
a diary of his trip, which we find in Foote’s Sketches of North Caro¬ 
lina. It appears from the diary that an excessive drought prevailed in 
the country during that summer. 

On Thursday, the 19th of June, Mr. McAden set off up the Valley 
of the Shenandoah, of which he says: “Alone in the wilderness. Some¬ 
times a house in ten miles, and sometimes not that." On Friday night 
( 20th) he lodged at a Mr. Shanktand’s, eighty miles from Opecquon 
(near Winchester), and twenty from Augusta Courthouse. On Satur¬ 
day he stopped at a Mr. Poage’s—“stayed for dinner, the first 1 hud 
eaten since 1 left Pennsylvania.” 

From Staunton he went with Hugh Celsey [Kelso?] to Samuel 
Downey’s,* at the North Mountain, where he preached ou the fourth 

• Grandfather of the Rev. James C. Wilson,. 
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Sabbath of June, according to appointment. Hi* horse being sick, or 
lame, he was detained in the county, and preached at North Mountain 
again on the fifth Sabbath in June, and in ‘‘the new courthouse ” on 
the first Sunday in July. The diary says: " Rode to Widow Preston’s 
Saturday evening, where I was very kindly entertained, and had a 
commodious lodging.'* The lady referred to was the widow of John 
Preston, and lived at Spring Farm, now Staunton Water Works. 

On Monday, July 7th, Mr. McAdcn rode out to John Trimble s, 
more encouraged by the appearances at North Mountain than in 
Staunton. He went on Tuesday to the Rev. John Brown's, the pastor 
of New Providence and Timber Ridge. Mr. Brown had set apart a 
day of fasting and prayer "on account of the wars and mauy murders 
committed by the savage Indians on the back inhabitants,” and 
vehemently desired the traveler to tarry and preach “in one of his 
places, ” He consented, and preached on Friday, July 1 itb, at Timber 
Ridge *' to a pretty large congregation.*’ 

The diary proceeds: "Came to Mr. Boyer's [Bowyer], where I 
tarried till Sabhath morning, a very kind and discreet gentleman, who 
u*ed me exceedingly kindly, and accompanied me to the Forks, twelve 
miles, where I preached the second Sabbath of July [13th] to a consid¬ 
erable large congregation. * * Rode home with Joseph Lapsley, 
two miles, from meeting, where I tarried till Wednesday Morning 
[16th], Here it was I received the most melancholy new* of the en¬ 
tire defeat of our army by the French at Ohio, the General killed, 
numbers of inferior officers, and the whole artillery taken. This, to¬ 
gether w ith the frequent accounts of fresh murders being daily com¬ 
mitted upon the frontiers, struck terror to every heart. A cold 
shuddering possessed every breast, and paleness covered almost every 
face. In short, the whole inhabitants were put into an universal con¬ 
fusion. Scarcely any man durst sleep in his own house, hut all met 
in companies with their wives and children, and set about building little 
fortifications to defend themselves from snch barbarians and inhuman 
enemies, whom they concluded would be let loose upon them at pleas¬ 
ure, I was so shocked upon my first reading Colonel Innes's letter 
that I knew not well what to do.” 

This was Brnddock's defeat^ which occurred on the 9th of July. 
On Wednesday, the 16th, Mr. McAdcn left Mr. Lupsley's in company 
with a young tnau from Charlotte county, who bad bccu at the Warm 
Springs, and was flying from the expected inroad of nuvages. 

The speed with which news of the disaster was circulated is 
wonderful. Colonel Inner* was left by Braddock in command of Fort 
Cumberland. He wrote to Governor Dinwiddie on the nth, giving 
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him the first tidings of the defeat, atid the letter was received by the 
Governor on the 14th, Cumberland being distant from Williamsburg 
2 59 miles. It is hardly possible that this was the letter alluded to by 
Mr. McAdeo, who was more than /50 miles /rom Williamsburg; but 
C '\Vvv.<A Lvwwr* no wSao \v» \Yw County \J\eu\enav\ oi Nw- 

gtutkf atuftite diretufnews was speeded" ffirougfi tire country. 

Thackeray, in his novel called ,J The Virginians, M gives an account of 
Braddock's defeat, and refers to the marvelous rapidity with which 
tidings of the disaster were circulated. Alluding to Eastern Virginia, 
he says: “The house negroes, in their midnight gallops about the 
country, in search of junketings or sweethearts, brought and spread 
news over amazingly wide districts. They had a curious knowledge of 
the incidents of the march for a fortnight at least aAer its commence¬ 
ment. * * But on the 10th of July a vast and sudden gloom spread 
over the province. A look of terror and doubt seemed to fall upon 
every face. Affrighted negroes wistfully eyed their masters and 
retired, and hummed aud whispered with one another. The fiddles 
ceased in the quarters ; the song und dance of those cherry black folk 
were hushed. Right and left, everybody’s servants were on the gallop 
for news. The country taverns were thronged with horsemen, who 
drank and cursed and bawled ut the burs, each bringing his gloomy 
story. The army lmd been surprised. The troops had fallen into an 
ambuscade, and lmd been cut up almost to a man. All the officers 
were taken down by the French marksmen and savages. The Gcnernl 
had been wounded and carried off the field in his sash. Four days 
afterwards the report was that the General was dead, and scalped by a 
!•!.;•: [ndi / 

We have further evidence of the widci<prend anxiety and alarm, in 
the sermons of the celebrated Samuel T)avies, who then resided in 
Hanover county. On the 20th of July, 1755, he preached to his people 
from Isaiah, xxii, 12-14; “And in that day did the Ivord God of hosts 
call to weeping and to mourning," etc. When he began to prepare 
his discourse, the news of the disaster lmd not been received, but full 
of forebodings the preacher, after referring to the peace and abundance 
lately enjoyed by Virginians, exclaimed ; “ But what do I now see?— 
what do I now hear? I see thy brazen skies, thy parched soil, thy 
withered fields, thy hopeless springs, thy scanty harvests. Methinks 
I hear the sound of the trumpet, and see garments rolled in blood, thy 
frontiers ravaged by revengeful savages, thy territories invaded by 
French perfidy and violence. Methinks I see slaughtered families, 
the hairy scalp clotted with gore, the horrid arts of Indian and Popish 
torture/' So he proceeded for several pages, and then: “Thus far 
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had I studied my discourse before I was alarmed with the melancholy 
news that struck my ears last Thursday. Now even' heart may med¬ 
itate terror indeed ; now every face may gather blackness; now I 
may mingle horrors in the picture I intended to draw of the state of 
my country* For what do I now hear? I hear our army is defeated, 
our general killed, our sole defence demolished.'* The people arc 
earnestly exorted to rally and show themselves "men, Britons, and 
Christians on this trying occasion.’* •• What,” asks the preacher, " is 
that religion good for that leaves men cowards on the approach ol 
danger?” "And permit me to say.'* he continues. ” that I am partic¬ 
ularly solicitous that you. my brethren of the Dissenters, should act 
with honor and spirit in this juncture, as it becomes loyal subjects, 
lovers of your country, and courageous Christians. ” At the close of 
the discourse he remarked : •* It is certain many will he great sufferers 
by the drought, aod many lives will be lost in our various expedi¬ 
tions. Onr poor brethren in Augusta and other frontier counties are 
slaughtered and scalped.'* 

Braddoek’s defeat occ u rred, as stated, on July 9, 1755 - l* was a 
slaughter, rather than a Iwittlc. Colonel Dunbar, the British officer 
who succeeded to the command on the death of Braddoek, retreated, or 
rather fled, with the remnant of the army to Winchester; and fearing 
for his safety even there, retired with the regulars to winter quarters 
. in Philadelphia. Washington and other Virginians who escaped the 
massacre, returned to their homes deeply mortified and indignant nt the 
inefficiency of the leaders of the expedition. 

Young James Smith was detained in Fort Du Queane at the time 
of the defeat, and says, in his narrative already quoted: " 1 had ob¬ 
served some of the old country soldiers speak Dutch; as I spoke 
Dutch. I went to one of them, and asked him what was the news 1 He 
told me that a runner had just arrived, who said that Braddoek would 
certainly be defeated; that the Indians and French had surrounded 
him, and were concealed behind trees and in gullies, and kept a con¬ 
stant fire upon the English, and that they saw the English falling in 
heaps, and if they did not take the river, which was the only gap. and 
make their escape, there would not be one man left alive before sun¬ 
down. Some time after this I heard a number of scalp-halloos, and 
saw a company of Indians and French coming in. I observed they had 
a great many bloody scalps, grenadiers’ caps, British canteens, bayo¬ 
nets, etc., with them. They brought the news that Braddoek was 
defeated. After that, another company came in, which appeared to lie 
about one hundred, and chiefly Indians, and itaeemed to me that about 
everyone of this company was carrying scalps ; after this came another 
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company with a number of wagon horse*, and also a great many 
scalps. Those that were coining in, and those that had arrived, kept 
a constant firing of small arms, and also the great guns in the fort, 
which were accompanied with the mo?»t hideous shouts and yells from 
all quarters; so that it appeared to me as if the infernal regions had 
broke lodsc. 

•*About sundown I beheld a small party coming in with about a 
dozen prisoners, stripped nuked, with their hands tied behind their 
backs, and their faces and pan of their bodies blacked,—these prisoners 
they burned to death oti the bank of Alleghany river opposite to the 
fort. I stood on the fort wall until I beheld them begin to burn one 
of these men ; they had him Lied to u *tukc, and kept touching him 
with firebrands, red-hot irons, etc, ami he screaming in a most doleful 
manner,—the Indians in the mean time yelling like iufernal spirits. 
As this scene appeared too shocking for me to behold, I retired to my 
lodgings both sore and sorry. 

" When 1 came into ray lodgings 1 saw Russell's Seven Sermons, 
which they had brought from the field of battle, which a Frenchman 
made a present of to me. From the be*t information I could receive, 
there were only seven Indians and four French killed in this battle, 
and five hundred British lay dead in the field, besides what were killed 
in the river on their retreat. 


" TH® aw sts f afut the Haute* I HtadilocV* artillery brought 
Into the tort; the same day I also saw several Indians in British offi¬ 
cer* * dress, with sash, hall-moon laced hats, flee., which the British 
then wore/* 


I homos Carlyle, in his history of Frederick the Great, alludes to 
almost even- occurrence of any importance in the civilized world during 
the time of his hero. Among other things he tells about Bruddock’s 
Defeat. Braddock s two regiments, he saya, ran away at the battle 
of Prestoupans in 1745; but it is hardly probable that after ten years 
the rank and file of the regiments aw the same. Still, the regiments 
were unfortunate, to be routed first by barelegged Highlanders, and 
then by naked savages. Of Braddock while borne from the field. Car- 
• The poor General,—ebbing homewards, he and his enter¬ 
prise, hour after hour,—roused himself twice only, for a moment, from 
his death-stupor: once, the first night, to ejaculate mournfully, * Who 
would have thought it!' And again once, he was heard to say. days 
after, in a tone ot hope, 'Another time we will do better!' which were 
hi* last words, ‘death following iu few minutes.' Weary, heavydaden 
soul; deep sleep now descended on it—soft, sweet cataracts of Sleep 



ANNALS OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 


109 


and Rest; suggesting hope, and triumph over sorrow : 'Another time 
we will do betteroud in few minutes was dead ! 99 

The consternation was universal, and many of the settlers on the 
western frontier fled across the Blue Ridge, and even to North Caro¬ 
lina* Among the refugees to that province waa^the Rev. Alexander 
Craighead, with a portion of his congregation^/Mr, Craighead came 
from Pennsylvania und settled on the Cowpnsture river, near Windy 
Cove (now Bath "county ) t in 1749. It is said he hud a double motive 
for leaving Virginia,—to escape the savages, and also the disabilities 
imposed here upon Dissenting ministers. He was u man of ardent 
temper, and could not brook the idea of holding live frontier and pro¬ 
tecting the people of Eastern Virginia from savage inroads, while not 
permitted to celebrate the rite of marriage according to the oerenumics 
of his own church. He died in North Carolina in 1766." f 

The alarm about Staunton is described by the Rev. Joht/Craig in 
his narrative. He says: 41 When General Braddock was defeated and 
killed, our country was laid open to the enemy, our people were in 
dreadful confusion, and discouraged to the highest degree. Some of 
the richer sort that could take some money with them to live upon 
were for flying to a safer part of the country. My advice was then 
called for, which I gave, opposing that scheme a* a scandal to our 
nation, falling below our brave ancestors, making ourselves a reproach 
among Virginians, a dishonor to our friends at home, an evidence of 
cowardice, want of faith and a noble Christian dependence on God, as 
able to save and deliver from the heathen ; it wopYd l>c a lasting blot 
to our posterity." Mr. Craig urged the building of forts, one of which 
was to be the church. He says: “They required me to go before 
them in the work, which I did cheerfully, though it cost me one-third 
of my estate. The people readily followed, and my congregation in 
teas than too months was well fortified/* — [Sctr Foofi1 SkeiiktM* 

P«8< J**] 

In the above extract, Mr. Craig seems to refer to tlic building of 
the pre^enl^ stoue chnrcfr - and to fix the date oa not earlier than 1755: 
but possibly his reference is particularly to the fortifications con¬ 
structed around the building, the remains of which arc still visible. 
Many families took refuge there upon occasions of alarm. The cattle 
were, of course, left on the farms, and the cows were likely to suffer 
by going tinmilkcd. It is said that the Moffett family, whose residence 
was miles away, had a negro female servant who displayed courage 
and fidelity at such times worthy of a heroine. livery night, mounted 

# A daughter of Mr. Craighead waa the fimt wife of Patrick Calhoun, father of 
John C Calhoun. The latter'a mother was a Mhh Caldwell. 
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on a black horse, as less likely to be seen by a lurking foe than one of 
a different color, she rode home, relieved the swollen udders of the 
kine, churned the milk of the previous night, nnd returned with the 
butter to the fort before daylight. 

Governor Dinwiddie never wearied in denouncing and ridiculing 
Colonel Dunbar for going into winter-quarters in midsummer. Writing 
to Colonel Patton July 16th, he says: "I am sorry to hear a further 
dismal account of murders in your county, and I fear your people are 
seized with a panic in suffering the Indians in such small companies to 
do the mischief they do without raising to oppose them. Surely if 
they were properly headed and encouraged they would overcome them 
all. I have sent some powder, &c., to Colonel Stewart. I have 
ordered the whole militia of this dominion to be in arms, and your 
neighboring counties are directed to send men to your assistance on 
your application/* 

It is curious to discover that the people of Halifax county also 
were apprehensive of Indian invasion, but Halifax then extended west¬ 
ward to the Blue Ridge. 

) The Governor of Virginia found constant occupation during this 
time in writing scolding letters, but in writing abroad he stood up for 
the credit of the provincial troops. To Sir Thomas Robinson, refer¬ 
ring to Braddock’s disaster, he said: “All the officers and men raised 
here behaved well, but am sorry to hear the private men of the regu¬ 
lars were seized with panic, run away like sheep/’ 

To Colo nel James Patton , the Governor wrote, August ist: “This 
day I have seut a cart load of ammunition, &c., to your Court House. 
How can you think I am able to order sustenance to the poor people 
that have left their plantations? I wish they bad not been seized with 
such panic as prevented their resisting the few enemies that appeared 
in your county/* At the date of this letter Colonel Patton was in his 
grave. 

Foote's Sketches of Virginia, second series, contain a long account 
of the circumstances attending the death of Colonel Patton, and of the 

captivity and escape of Mrs. Mary Ingles. Dr. John P. Hale, of Ka¬ 
nawha, a descr.tidcnt of TffrsT Ingles, in his work called “Trans- 
Alleghany Pioneers/' gives a still fuller and, doubtless, more accurate 
account, and we shall mainly follow the latter. 

Thomas Ingles, says Dr. Hale, came from Ireland when a wid¬ 
ower, with his three sous, William, Matthew aud John, and settled 
first in Pennsylvania. According to tradition, he, in 1744, accompa¬ 
nied by his son, William, then a youth, made an excursion into the 
wilds of Southwest Virginia, going as far as New River. Ou this 
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occasion, it is supposed, he became acquainted with Colonel James 
Patton. The latter then or soon afterward held a grant from the 
British crown of 120,000 acre* of land west of the Blue Kidge, at that 
time Augusta couuty, but in the present counties of Botetourt, Mont* 
gotncry, etc. The old town of Pattonsburg. on James river, in Bote¬ 
tourt, was called for him. and the opposite town of Buchanan was so 
named for his son-in-law, Colonel John Buchanan, 

During the same excursion, probably* the Ingleses for the first 
time encountered the Draper family, who hud settled on Janies River, 
at Pattonsburg. This (amity consisted of George Draper* his wife, and 
his two children, John and Mary. While living at Paltonsburg, 
George Draper went out hunting, and was never heard of again. 
About the year 17^ the Ingleses. Drapers, Adam Harman, Henry 
Leonard and Jamcp/Burkc, removed from James river and settled near 
the present to\yn of 4, Blacksburg, in Montgomery couuty, colling the 
place Draper's Meadow, since known as SmithficWl. 

In April, 1749, the house of Adam Harman was raided by 


the Alleghany. It was reported to a justice of the peace lor Augusta 
county, with a view to the recovery of damages allowed by law, 

William logics and Mary Draper were marrie d in1730, and John 
Draper and Hcttic Robertson in 1754. The mnrnagea no doubt took 
place In Staunton, there taring no minister nearer Draper's Meadow 
authorized to perform the ceremony., 

In July, 1755, Colonel Patton went t o the upper cx>untriL UiLjiUai- 
ne*», and was accompanied, it is said, by his nephew, William Preston* 
He was restiug from the fatigues of his journey, and also seeking re¬ 
covery* from sickness, at the dwelling of William Ingle* and the 
Drapers. It was ou Sunday, the 8th of July. sa \ s D r. Hale—but cir¬ 
cumstances had led us to fix the date at least a week later*—that an 
unexpected assault warn made on the house by Indians. Preston had 
gone to Philip Lybrook'a to engage his help in harvesting. William 
Ingles^and^John Drage£jR0Cjm ay from the house. Foote say* they 
and others were at work in the harvest Afield ; but if it was on Sunday 
the statement is quite certainly incorrect. Mrs. John Draper, living in 
the yard, waa the first to discover the Indians. She hastened into the 
house to give the alarm, and snatching up her sleeping infant ran out 
on the opposite side. Some of the Indians fired upon her, breaking 
her right arm, and causing the child to fall to the ground. Taking 

• The •' Preston Register M gives the date as July 80. 
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up the infant with her left hand she continued her flight, but was over¬ 
taken, and the scull of the child was crushed against the end of a log. 
At the moment of the assault, Colonel Patton was sitting at a table 
writing, with his broadsword before him. Being a man of great 
strength, of large frame, and over six feet high, he cut down two 
Indians, but was shot and killed by others out of his reach. Other 
persons killed were Mrs. George Draper, the child of John Draper, and 
a man named Casper Barrier. The Indians plundered the premises, 
securing all the guns and ammunition, and setting fire to the build* 
ings, immediately started on their retreat, carrying with them as pris¬ 
oners Henry Leonard, Mrs. John Draper, and Mrs. Ingles and her two 
children,— Thomas four, and Geoig^^wayears^of age. The unarmed 
men in the field could only provide for their own safety. The country 
was sparsely settled, and some days elapsed before a rescuing party 
could be collected. 


/ 


f 


The Indians, on their hasty retreat, stopped at the house of Philip 
Barger, an old man, cut off his head and carried it in a bag to Ly- 
brook's. Preston and Lybrook had gone back to Draper's Meadows 
by a different route from that taken by the Indians, and thus they 
escaped. 

In letters written by Governor Dinwiddie on the nth of August 
(nine letters were written by him the same day) he referred to Patton’s 
death. To Colonel David Stewart, of Augusta, he wrote that Patton 
11 was wrong to go so far back without a proper guard." He hoped the 
wagons with ammunition did not fall into the bonds of the Indians; 
but he could not conceive what Patton was to do with ammunition 
" so far from the inhabited part of the country." Writing to Colonel 
Buchanan at the same date, he expressed regret that the men sent by 
Buchanan "after the murderers, did not come up with them.' 1 This 
is the only information we have of any pursuit. 

A letter written by John Madison, Clerk of the County Court of 
Augusta, to his cousin, Co!. James Madison of Orange, father of Presi¬ 
dent Madison, dated August 19, 1755 (erroneously printed 1753). 
I (*shoxvs the spirit of the times. We find it in Ricvcs's Life 0/Madison . 
The writer says : " Four families on their flight from a branch of New 
River this minute passed my house, who say that five men were mur¬ 
dered at the house of Ephraim Voss, on Roanoke, since the death of 
Col. Patton. ’Tis shocking to think of the calamity of the poor 
wretches who live on the Holston and New rivers, who for upwards of 
a hundred miles have left their habitations, lost their crops and vast 
numbers of their stock. Could you see, dear friend, the women who 
escaped, crying after their murdered husbands, with their helpless 
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children hanging on them, it could buMpdund your very tool/ He 
alludes to the appointment of Andrew Lewis as Lieutenant of the 
county, and expects to sec his instructions on next court day. He is 
extremely obliged to M good friends for the guns sent," and will 
return them as soon as otherwise provided. He is also fflUCh 
obWgcd \o Cot. Madison for an mvUaVttm to take ttfuge with turn. Hut 
his "train" is too large; and moreover, if he loses his all with his 
life, his children may as well go too. In u postscript lie *ay»: “I 
verily believe they ore determined on our destruction. However, as 
they come in small parties, if they will be so kind us to stay till 1 have 
finished my fort, may Heaven send me a few of them.** 

Colonel Patton's will was admitted to record by the County Court 
of Augusta, at Staunton, at November term, 1755. It was executed 
September 1, 1750, and witnessed by Thomas Stewart. Edward Hall./ 
and John Williams. The following are extracts ? 

•• I commend my soul to God who gave it. Imping, through his 
mercy and the merits and intercession of my Lord and Saviour Jeans 
Christ, to he eternally happy. My body I commit to Providence, but 
if convenient to where I resign my last breath, to be buried at the 
r Tinkling Spring, where my wj/c now lays. • • I order ten pounds 
to be paid to the Kcv. John i'raig, minister at yc JTlitkliii g Sprin g, as 
his slffians* due froni~Octobcr. 1740, untiFOctuber, 1750, out of the 
money now due me by y't congregation, which money I have advanced 
for them to build their meeting-house, &c. Providing I do not pay 
s'd £ 10 before ray death. 1 leave ten pounds out of the aforesaid debt 
when collected, to be foyrd out by the minister onley fora pulpit and 
pulpit cloth." 

The testator divided his estate between his two daughters, Mary, 
wife of William Thompson, and Margaret, wife of Colonel John Bu¬ 
chanan. and their children. The Thompsons thus acquired Spring* ^ 
hill and about 3,000 acres known as “ Indian Fields," on the waters of 
Holst on river. William Thompson and wife had a life estate in the 
property, with remainder to their sou. James Thompson. The Bu¬ 
chanans had two daughters, Mary and Jane. The latter became the 
second wife of Col. John Floyd, and mother of the first Governor Floyd. 

The executors appointed were John Buchanan. William Thompson, 
William Preston, and Silas Hart. The last named declined to serve. 
Possibly he did not like the direction of the will, that nuy question 1 
arising between the executors about the estate should be finally settled 
by the minister and elders of Tinkling Spring congregation I The : 

•Scotch -Irish for •• stipends," 
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inventory of the estate shows that the testator was wealthy, inde¬ 
pendently of his lands. 

It is unnecessary to say that Colonel Patton's request as to his 
burial place, was not complied with. It was impossible at that day to 
transport a corpse from Smith field to Tinkling Spring. He was buried 
near the spot where he “ resigned his last breath, 11 and his grave was 
covered with loose stones. There is no slab or inscription. An idle 
report arose that a large amount of money was buried with the body, 
and the grave was desecrated a few years ago by vandals iu search of 
the treasure.: 

1^*1 us now briefly relate the adventures of Sirs. Iugles. On the 
third night out she gave birth to a female child, but was able to pro¬ 
ceed the next day on horseback. She and the other prisoners were 
taken by the Indians to Ohio. Being a woman of extraordinary 
courage and tact, she ingratiated herself with the savages, making 
shirts for them and gaining their good-will in a hundred ways. Her 
two older children were, however, separated from her, and she then 
determined to escape, if possible. The uarrativc of her courage and 
sufferings on her trip home is almost incredible. She was absent abo_u _t 
five months^ of which time forty-two days were passed on her return. 

With an elderly “Dutch wptmm," captured on the frontier of 
Pennsylvania and detained in y^rvitudc, Mrs. Ingles was taken by a 
party of Indians to Big Bone^Lick, now Brxmc county, Kentucky, to 
make salt. This place was so called fpom the large number of masto¬ 
don bones found there,—some of the ribs and tu.^ks were so long as to 
be used for tent poles. She prevailed upon the old woman mentioned, 
whose name is not known, to accompany her in her flight. Her infant 
could not be taken along. It was therefore deposited in a crib and 
abandoned by its mother, whose grief may be imagined, but not 
described.* Loading a horse with corn, the fugitives proceeded up 
the Ohio river. Before they reached the Big Kanawha the old woman 
became frantic front exposure and hunger. She afterwards made an 
insane attack upon Mrs. Ingles’ life, nud the latter only escaped by 
outrunning her pursuer and concealing herself. 

Mrs. Ingles finally came to the remains of some abandoned settle¬ 
ments and found a few turnips which had not been consumed by wild 
auimals. She lmd now been out forty days, aud had traveled not less 
than twenty miles a day. Her clothing had beeu worn and torn by 
the bushes until few fragments remained. I 11 this condition she 
reached a clearing made iu the spring on New river by Adam Har- 

•Sonie of Mm. Ingles* descendanta vehemently deny that she had an infant 
to cave behind, but we follow Dr. Hale. 
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man lie recognized her call, and hastened to meet and carry her to 
his cabin. Mr. Harman took her on horseback to a fort at Dunkard's 
Bottom, and there she was found the next day by her husband and her 
brother. John Draper, who hail been making every effort in their power 
for the rescue of the captives. 

The old Dutch woman found her way to the settlements, and in 
course of time returned to Pennsylvania through Staunton and Win¬ 
chester. 


Mrs Draper was 


.alteliW 4 r d George 



I ngles died in captivity while still a child. Thomas was redeemed b y ^ 
his father when hejyruj s^ yentee p years of ag e. He was unable to 




speak English, ami is said to have 

and manners. H is father sent him to schoo l, hut be neVj 
fol ly reconciled to sjullif^ d 

But let us follow the fortunes of Mrs. Ingles somewhat further. 
As stated, she was taken on her return to a fort at Dtmkard’s Bottom, 
on the west sideof^New River, near Ingles’ Ferry. Feeling insecure 
there, her husband took her twenty miles further east to Vans* fort, 
where the settlers of that region^Kad gathered for safety. This fort 
was near the head of Roanoke^river, about ten miles we*t of where 
Christiansburg now stands. Many of the forts so called, were merely 
log pens, and others were log or stone dwelling*, larger and stronger 
than ordinary, which, however, afforded shelter from savages unpro¬ 
vided with artillery. Vasa* fort was a small structure erected by the 
settlers as a place of temporary refuge. The name was variously 
written* Voss, Vnuae, or Vaux. 

Stilly fearing an attack by I ndian s. Mfs. Ingles prevailed u jam her 
!n>’ . i" : \k>- her c.*t oi the Blue Rid^e. On the \**r\ *i:i\ they 
left" Va»\ that fort was captured by Indians, and every one in it 


✓ 



killed or taken prisoner, 
child of his brother. Matthew, were kill 
out 


and the wife and. 


Matt hrw was 

when the attack was made, and hearing the firing, hastened 
back. He shot one Indian, and clubbed others with his gun, till it 
was wrenched from his hands. He then seized a frying-pan that hap¬ 
pened to be near, and belabored his foes with the handle till he was 
wounded and overcome. The India n s carried him off, but some time 
after, being released or escaping, he returned to the settlement. He 
never entirely recovered from his wounds, however, and died a few 
months after his return,♦ 


♦ Mm. Judge Allen Taylor, of Botctoart, wan a descendant of Mrs. Ingles. 
Other dmo c mlnnU, besides Dr. Hale, are the children of the late Mrs. William J. 
Gilkeson, and also Mrs, k. S. Herrmberger, Mrs. William D, Anderson, and 
others, of Augusta. Mrs. Ingles died in 1813, a ged j^. 
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The fort is supposed to have been destroyed by the Indians. In 
1756, however, a stronger Fort was built there at public expense, 
tinder the superintendence of Captain Peter Hogg, and the latter is the 
fort alluded to by Governor Dinwtddie in his correspondence as Vass’ 
or Voss’ fort. 

From early in 1755 till he finaJIV left the province aud went 
“home," Governor Dinwiddie’s/letters flew thick and fast. On the 
t ith of August he wrote to Captain Andrew Lewis, recognizing him as 
next in command to ColoneVpatton, in Augusta, and enclosing blank 
commissions for the officers of a company of rangers. He also sent 
him £200 to defray expenses. To Colonel John Buchanan he wrote, 
recommending the employment of dogs for finding out the Indians. 
By the 25th of August he had four companies of rangers in Augusta. 
In another letter of the same date he speaks of five companies on the 
frontier of the county. He still had an eye to economy, however, and 
took time to advise Captain John Smith that forty shillings was too 
much to pay for a coat to be given to some frieudly Indian warrior. 
He never did get over the loss of the wagon which .Colonel Patton had 
with him in his last expedition. In a letter to*Washington, dated 
December 14th. 1755, the Governor complained of Captain Hogg's ex¬ 
travagance as follows: * 'Captain Hogg sent a messenger here for 
money to pay for provisions for his company. The quantity he men¬ 
tioned I think was sufficient for twenty months, and charged £\o for 
a trough to salt the meat in, besides the barrels,'’ 

In pursuance of measures adopted by the colonial government, 
Washington was commissioned as Colonel and Commundcr-in-Chief of 
Virginia troops. The officers next in rank to him, chosen by himself, 
were Lieu tenant-Colonel Adam Stephen aud Major Andrew Lewis. 
Peter Hogg was a captain, and William Fleming an ensign. 

The records of the County Court always indicate the state of the 
times. At August court, 1755, Joseph Carpenter, having supplied 
several Indians with ammunition, whom he thought to be friendly, the 
court fearing they might be "allied to the French King," ordered the 
accused into custody till lie should give security. 

At October term. 1755, many claims were allowed for patrolling, 
for provisions for Captain David Lewis' company of rangers, for going 
on express, and for guarding the arms and ammunition sent for the use 
of the county. At November court a number of persons qualified as 
officers of foot companies. 

A new court-house was completed in 1755, and first occupied by 
the court August 21. 
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In several letters. Governor Dinwiddie eipf W ed disapprobation 
of the conduct of Captain Dickinson, of the Augusta rangers, in allow¬ 
ing certain Indians to slip out of his hands. They were called M pray¬ 
ing Indians,' because they professed to be Christianized, but were sup 
prised to be partisans of the French. Some friendly Cherokee* were 
expected at Staunton to be employed against the Shawnee*, and the 
Governor wrote to David Stuart and Robert McCIannhau to treat these 
allies well. 

A letter written by Robert McCtonahan. dated September 23, 1755, ; 
relating to supplies for rangers and Indian allies, wn* found among the 
papers In an old suit. The name of the person to whom it was 
addressed, docs not appear; but circumstances indicate that it was 
either William Preston or Robert Breckinridge. The writer speaks of 
one hundred and fifty Chcrokees who were expected, and inquires 
when and to whom the supplies should be delivered. He say* that 
Capt. Dickinson and his company had a small scrimmage ' with nine 
Indians, in which erne white man and one ludian were killed, and 
••two small Indian boys belonging to the Cherokee*, being captives, 
were released/ 1 The boys were at Fort Dinwiddle, and the Governor 
had been written to in regard to them. If the Cherokee* were in¬ 
formed about the boys, M perhaps it might exasperate them against our 

enemies," says the writer. iirsr 

By October nth. Washington was in command at Winchester, 
and at that date wrote to the Governor giving an account of 
affair* there. The utmost alarm a nd confusion still prevai led. The 
militia refused to stir. Mojrrfcra were obeyed which were not en¬ 
f orced by a par ty of soldier*.or the *wl«lutl*l^» r , n dra wn sword . The _ 
gcople^ t hreate ned to frlnw oat his frypigg. On one day an express, 
spcnt~with fat tguc and fear, reported a party of Indian* twelve miles 
off. the inhabitants flying, etc. A second express ten times more ter¬ 
rified than the former, arrived with information that the Indians had 
gotten within four miles of town, and were killing all before them. 
Only forty-one men could be mustered, and on leading them out the 
colonel found, instead of Indians, three drunken soldier* of the light 
horse on a carousal. A mulatto and a negro hunting cattle and mis¬ 
taken for Indians, hud caused the alarm at the farther point. The 
inhabitant*, however, pressed across the Blue Kidge, firmly believing 
that Winchester was taken and in flames. Captain Waggoner, who 
hud arrived from Eastern Virginia, reported that he " could hardly 
puss the Ridge for the crowds of people who were flying as if every* 
moment was death.’* 


v 
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Washington had lately made a visit of inspection from Fort Cum¬ 
berland, on the Potomac, to Fo rt Di n widdi e on Jackson's rivey. On 


/! h . e 1 4th of October Major Lewi* arrived frm !- 1 

ykrttl ffc with eightyn.H-1) •■! 1 !:'■ • - .:t: 

a.. 7 L. ____ -_1_1 n_1_1_1 \ . 



In the 25th the detachment reached Cumberland, having 
passed deserted houses, cornfields laid waste, and the rema ins of a 
wjiite man killed by I ndians and partly devoured by wolves Two 
women caught in the act of r 1 ■ • uses, were 

ducked by order of Maj. I^ewis. [Journal of Capt. Charles Lewis of 
Caroline county.] 

Badly as the Governor thought or wrote of our forefathers of Au¬ 
gusta county, he did not think more favorably of the people elsewhere. 
In October he condoled with Lord Fairfax. County Lieutenant of 
Frederick, for having to live among such a set of people. 

After so much strife and excitement, it is a relief to close this 
chapter and the year 1755 with a peaceful extract. At a meeting of 
the vestry of the parish, November 27th, it was “ ordered that the 
Rev. Mr. John Jones preach at James Neeley's on Roan Okc ; at John 
I Mathews, Sn., in the forks of James river; at Augusta Courthouse; at 
Captain Daniel Harrison's, ami at any place contiguous to Mr. Madi¬ 
son’s, at suchLimes as said Jones shall think proper." The forks of 
James riveiMvaa in the present county of Rockbridge.* and Captain 
1 Harrison and Mr. Madison lived in Rockingham. 

Allusion has been made to a new courthouse in 1755. The work 
was projected in 1752, but not completed till the summer of 1755. We 
have no description of the building. It no doubt furnished better 
quarters for ,k his Majesty’s Judicatory” than courthouse No. 1. At 
any rate it had a chimney and fireplace, for in 1763 the sheriff was 
"ordered to purchase a pair of fire-dogs for the courthouse chimney, 
and employ workmen to repair the hearth.” This building was occu¬ 
pied by the Court till ~ 

The old courthouse, No. 1, was not removed when No. 2 was 
built, but was converted iuto a residence. Squire Robert McClannhan 
was the renter of the house in 1763, and in 1771 his son-in-law Alex¬ 
ander St, Clair lived in it. It was of course divided into several rooms, 
and it is to be hoped that means had been provided for heating, that a 
floor bad been laid, and that the " holes cut for windows " hacl shutters 
to them, if not glass lights.f 

• The region cast and south of the site of Lexington. 

tl have a peculiar interest in this house from the fact that my maternal 
grandmother, a daughter of Alexander St. Clair, was probably born In it.—J. A. W. 
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The Brbcrixridgks were driven by persecution from Avshire, 

Scotland, to the north of Ireland, during the reign of Charles II. In 
17*8 Alexander Breckinridge came to America, and after residing a 
few years in Pennsylvania, removed to Angnsta county, and settled on 
a farm near the site of Staunton. As we have seen, he was one of the 
commissioners of Tinkling Spring congregation, August n, 1741- He 
died in 1746, and Ills name does not appear again in our annals. 

From the records of Orange Court, in 1710, when Alexander 
Breckinridge #l proved his importation,'* it appears that lie had seven 
children exclusive of his daughter* Sarah, wife of Robert McClan- 
ahan. 

The name* of three of the children are illegible, but one of these 
was Adam. Of his sons John and Smith, daughter Lctitiaf and two 
anonymous children, we have no information. George Breckinridge, 
his father's Administrator, probably r e moved to Albemarle, as stated 
elsewhere. The only mention of him we have found in Augusta 
county records is the fact that he conveyed 245 acre* of land in Bev¬ 
erley Manor to Robert Breckinridge. May t6. 1747. 

George Breckinridge'* wife was Ann Daws. He had three sons. 

Alexander, Robert and John; and three daughters. Jane. Elisabeth, and 
Letitia. The descendants of this branch are numerous. They w r rite 
their names Brcck/nridgc, not Breckfnridge. 

Robert Breckinridge remained in the county, living on a farm ad¬ 
jacent to Staunton, and became prominent during the Indian wars. He 
incurred the hostility of Governor Dinwiddle, and wa* roundly twrated 
by that irate letter writer, for which we Ho not think the worse of 
him. The town of Staunton being incorporated in 1761, Major Breck¬ 
inridge was named in the act ns one of the trustees, in association with 
his brother-in-law, William Preston, his nephew or cousin. Alexander 
McClarmhan, and others. Some time thereafter he removed to the 
" upper country," and when Botetourt was constituted, in i769-'7o, he 
was one of the first justices of the peace and lieutenant-colonel of the 
milittA of that county. He died in Botetourt in 1772. 

Colonel Breckinridge’s first wife was a daughter of Robert Poage. 
one of the find Justices of Augusta county, who probably came to 
America and the Valley with the Breckinridge?*, Protons am! others. 

By her he had two *011% Robert and Alexander. These sons, accord¬ 
ing to Mrs. Floyd's narrative, not living harmoniously with their 
father’s second wife, were sent to Hanover county to learn the carpen¬ 
ter's trade with Fraud* Smith. Col. William Preston's brother-in-law. 

They became skilful workmen, and were employed by Colonel Preston I . j 
to build his dwelling-house at Smithficld. Both of them entered the I S 

continental army when the war of the Revolution arose, and became f 
officers, and both removed to Kentucky soon after the war. Robert, Jr. # I 
was a member of the Kentucky Convention and Legislature, and the 
first Speaker of the House of Delegates. He died, an old and wealthy/ 
man, iti Louisville some time after 1830. Major Alexander Brackin- 

•Perhaps * sister in sir art of daughter, 

t Married Elijah McClanahan in 174*. 
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ridge died comparatively young. His wife was the widow of Col. John 
Floyd, daughter of Col, John Buchanan, and granddaughter of Col. 
James Patton, Among his children was James D. Breckinridge, who 
represented the Louisville district in Congress about the year 1836, 
and who was a half-brother of the first Governor Floyd, 

Colonel Robert Breckinridge's second wife was Lettice Preston, 
daughter of John Preston, of Staunton, and her children were four 
sons, William, John, James and Preston, and a daughter, Jane, wife of 
Samuel Meredith. 

William Breckinridge, son of Robert, married in Augusta, but 
spoilt most of his life in Kentucky. Me was the father of the late 
John Boys Breckinridge, of Staunton. 

John Breckinridge, the next son of Colonel Robert, was born on 
his father's farm, at Staunton, December 2. 1760, and removed with 
the family to Botetourt in 1769. 01 thereabouts. He was educated at 
Liberty llall (?), and while a student, before he was twenty-one years 
of age, was elected by the people of Botetourt a member of the State 
Legislature. Marrying Miss Cabell, of Buckingham county,he settled 
in Albemarle, on James River, and rapidly gained distinction as a 
lawyer. He was elected to Congress by voter* of Albemarle district, but 
declined the position. In 1793 he removed to Kentucky, and during 
the administration of President Jefferson was Attorney General of the 
United States. He died in 1806, only forty-six years of ugc. One of 
his sons was Cabell Breckinridge, a distinguished lawyer, who died 
young, leaving a son, General John C. Breckinridge, late Vice- 
President of the United States. The other sou* of John were the cele¬ 
brated divines, Rev. Drs. John, Robert J. and William L. Breckin- 

James Breckinridge, third son of Colonel Robert, spent his life in 
Virginia. He was long known as General Breckinridge, of Botetourt, 
and was distinmiished as a lawyer and member of Congress. Among 
his children were Messrs. Cary and James Breckinridge, of Botetourt* 
Mrs. Edward Watts, of Roanoke, Mrs. Mary M, Bowycr, of Botetourt, 
and Mrs. Robert Gamble, of Florida. 

Preston Breckinridge, the fourth son of Colonel Robert, married a 
Miss Trigg, and died in middle life, leaviug daughters, but no son. 


WiLUAM Prkston was the only son of Jobu Preston, and was 
born in Ireland in 1730. He was therefore about ten years old when 
he came with his father to the Valley. For most of his education he 
was indebted to the Rev. John Craig, near whose residence he lived, 
according to the testimony of his daughter. Mrs. Floyd. His first 
regular appointment was posting the books of the Staunton merchants 
and aiding his uncle. Col. Patton, in his extensive business. He was 
deputy for Wallace Estill, when the latter was High Sheriff of Au¬ 
gusta. He was also clerk of the Vestry of Augusta Parish and clerk 
of the Court-Martial of the county. Step by step he rose to 
higher employments. During the Indian wars he became quite prom 
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ineot as captain of a company of rangers, and many of the letters of 
Governor Dinwiddle in that stirring time were addressed to him. 
When the town of Staunton was incorporated in 1761, he was one of 
the board of trustees. In the same year he married Susanna Smith, 
of Hanover county. He represented Augusta in the House of Bur¬ 
gesses in 1 766* 17689, and was probably a member from Botetourt in 
1774. Upon the formation of Botetourt in 1767, he removed to that 
section, and was one of the first justices of thnt county. At the first 
court he qualified also as county surveyor, coroner, escheator and col¬ 
onel of militia. His residence was at a place called Greenfield, near 
Amsterdam. Fincastlc county was formed in 1772, and Colonel Pres¬ 
ton Ittcamc its first surveyor. In 1773, he acquired the Draper’s 
Meadows estate, removed his family there in 1774. and changed the 
name to Smithficld. He intended to accompany Colonel William 
Christian in hi * march to the Ohio, in the fall of 1774, but was de¬ 
tained at home by his wife's condition. horn to him at that 

ti me was h uuc*, frc»tiHK who became Governor of VjfjduU 1° mW 
Colonel Preston was engaged with Colonel Arthur Cam pin* 11 and Col¬ 
onel Christian in their respective expeditions against the Cherokee*. 
The legislature of North Carolina included him with Colonel Camp¬ 
bell in a vote of thanks for their services tn protecting the frontier. , 
Throughout the war of the Revolution he was actively employed. I 
holding Important command in Southwest Virginia« and his official. 
papers show that he was a man of mure than ordinary culture. He 
died at Smithficld in 1783, leaving eleven children, of whom five were 
sons. One of his sons, General Francis Preston, married the oidy 
daughter of General William Campbell, and was the father of William 
C. Preston of South Carolina. 

Colonel Preston was taken ill at a regimental muster, June 28, 
1783, and died the following night. He was five feet, eleven inches 
in height, inclined to corpulency, of ruddy complexion, with light 
bair and harcl eyes. His wife survived till June 18, 1H23, having 
lived a widow forty years. 

Several full accounts of this numerous and prominent family are 
already in print, and therefore the subject is not pursued further here. 


John McDowell, who was killed oy Indians near the forks of 
Jaroc* River in 1742, had two sons. Samuel and James, and a 
daughter. Martha, wife of Colonel George Moffett. 

Samuel McDowell was bora in 1733.— 1 ° *773 he a Aetnber 
of the House of Burgessc* from Augusta. There is reason to believe 
that he was captain of an independent company of rangers at the 
battle of Point Pleasant, in 1774. In 1775-6, he and Thomas Lewis 
represented Augusta in the State Convention. When Rockbridge was 
formed in 1777, he became a citizen of that county, his residence being 
there. In 1781, he commanded the battalion of Rockbridge militia tit 
the battle of Guilford. In June of the same year, he was sworn in, 
at Staunton, as n member of the Governor’sCouuciI, Governor Nelson 
qualifying on the same day at the same place. 
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At the close of the Revolutionary war, in 1783, Samuel McDowell 
removed to Kentucky with his wife and nine younger children, leaving 
two married daughters in Virginia. One of these daughters was the 
wife of Andrew' Reid, the first clerk of Rockbridge County Court, and 
father of the late Col. Samuel McDowell Reid of Lexington. The 
other married daughter, whose name was Sally, was the first wife of 
Caleb Wallace of Charlotte county (subsequently of Botetourt), who 
was first a Presbyterian minister, then a lawyer, and finally a judge of 
the Supreme Conti of Kentucky. 

Samuel McDowell was one of the three judges of the First Ken* 
tacky Court (aud is now generally known as Judge McDowell), 
president of nine conventions which met at Danville between December 
27, 1784, and July 26, 1790, and president of the convention which 
framed the first constitution of Kentucky, in 1792. He died in 1817, 
aged eighty-four. His sou, Dr. Ephraim McDowell, studied medicine 
with Dr. Humphreys, in Staunton , completed his professional educa¬ 
tion in Edinburgh,^Scotland, and was very eminent as a surgeon. 
Among the numerous descendants of Judge McDowell were General 
Irvine McDowell, of the United States Army, General Humphrey 
Marshall, and the wife of James G. Bimcy, the H Liberty M candidate 
for President of the United States in 1840 and 1844. 

James McDowell, son of John and Magdalene, had one son, also 
named James, the Colonel McDowell of 1812, and father of the late 
Governor James McDowell. 

The wife of Judge Samuel McDowell was Mary McClung. ITrr 
brother, John, was the father of William McClung, who removed to 
Kentucky and became a judge of considerable distinction. He died in 
1815. His wife was a sister of Chief Justice Marshall, and his aons, 
Colonel Alexander K. McClnng and the Rev. John A. McClung, D. D., 
were highly distinguished. A brother of Judge McClung, the late 
Mr. Joseph McClung, lived and died on Timber Ridge. 


Archibald Alexander, the Captain m the Sandy Creek expe¬ 
dition, first sheriff of R»>ckbridge, etc., was bortl in County Down, 
Ireland, in 1708, aud there married his cousin. Margaret Parks. Their 
oldest child, a daughter, was bom in Ireland, in 1735. Coming to 
America, in 1737. he settled first at Nottingham. Pennsylvania, where 
four more children were born, including William, the oldest son. 
About the year 1747 the family came to the Valley and settled in Bor¬ 
den’s grant, ou Timber Ridge. The wife of Captain Alexander died 
in 1753. At the time of his wife's death, Captain Alexander was in 
Pennsylvania, having gone there, with John Houston, to present a 
call to the Rev. John Brown to become pastor of New Providence and 
Timber Ridge congregations. Before Mr. Brown s arrival, the cele¬ 
brated Samuel v Davies visited the Valley and preached at Timber 

I Ridge. No doubt to the surprise and dissatisfaction of the plain 
Scotch-Irish people oi the Valley, Mr. Davies carried a gold-headed 
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cane and wore a finger-ring , which had been presented lo him in Enj(* 
lanTL MTW^oT tbeonginal members of New Providence and Timber 
Ridge churches, including Archibald Alexander, had been converted 
in Pennsylvania, under the preaching of George Whitcficld, and were 
called M New Lights. M In 1757 he married his second wife. Jane Mc¬ 
Clure. Her children were five sons and three daughters. Of Archi¬ 
bald Alexander's children, six sons and six daughters became heads of 
families. The names of the sons were William. Joseph, John, James, 
Samuel and Archibald. The son William married Agnes Ann Reid, 
and was the father of ten children, including the distinguished Rev. 
Dr. Archibald Alexander. The oldest daughter. Kligahcth, married 
John McClung, and was the mother of Margaret (or Elizabeth) wife 
of Robert Tate of Augusta. Judge William McClung and others. 
Mary, a daughter of Captain Alexander's second wife, married John 
Trimble, first, and afterwards Lewis Jordan. 

The blessing of Abraham descended on Capt. Alexander.—His 
descendants are almost as countless as the stars. They embrace Alex¬ 
anders. McClungs, Tates. Stuarts, Paxtons. Moores. Steeles, Grahams, 
Campbells, Carutherscs, Tamers, Rices, McCrary** Trimbles, Wilsons, 
Cummings. Scotts. Lyles, Doakes. &c., &c. 


Robkkt Alkxavdki, the founder of the first classical school in the 
Valley, was a brother of Captain Archibald Alexander, and preceded 
the latter to America and to the Valley. He married, in Pennsylvania, 
Esther Beard. His children were— 

t. William, who died in Rockbridge, in 1829, leaving children ; 2. 
Robert, who lived in Campbell county, and was clerk of the county 
court for many years, being succeeded in office by his son, and he by 
his son, both called Jack Alexander; 3. Peter, who, iyi* believed, 
went to the West; 4 Hugh, who died unmarriedJames, who 
married Peggy Lyle, of Rockbridge, and removed toKlrcenbrier; and 
daughters, Ann, Esther. Ellen and Sally, The last-named was the 
secoud wife of Colonel John Wilson, of Bath county. 


William Wilson and his wife. Barbara McKane, were married 
i m Dublin. Ireland. They came to America about 1720. and settled at 
Forks of Brandywine. Chester county. Pennsylvania. At that place, 
i their sou John, mentioned above, was born, in December, 1732. In 
the fall of 1747, this family came to Augusta, aud settled near New 
Providence church. John went to school to Robert Alexander, and 
became a skilful surveyor.,* The Rev. William Wilson, of Augusta, 
was a cousin of William Wilson and wrote his will. 

Iti 1762, Williaru/Wilaon and his family removed to Jackson's 
River, now Highland^county, near Stony Run church. The next year 
they were assailed by a bond of Indians, supposed to have beet! a part 
of those who perpetrated the first Kerr's Creek massacre. j 
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After this Indian mid the Wilsons returned to the neighborhood 
of New Providence, and remained there till the close of the Revolu¬ 
tionary war, when they went back to Jackson’s River. William Wilson 
died iti March, 1795. 

At the outbreak of the Revolution, John Wilson entered the mili¬ 
tary service, and he is said to have commanded a regiment of militia at 
the siege of York town* Previous to the war he married Isabella Sca- 
wright, but she died childless in a short time. In December. 1785, he 
married Sally Alexander, daughter of his old teacher. He was one of 
the first justices of Hath, when that county was established, in 1791. 
His wife died in 180S, and he on the 2ist of January, 1820. 

The children of Colonel John Wilson were a sou, William, born 
January 9, 1787, at the house of his grandfather, Robert Alexander; 
and two daughters, Peggy, who married Mr. Hanna, of Greenbrier, 
and Esther, who married Major John Bolar, of Bath. 

William Wilson, Jr., married Sally McClung. His children were 
John, who died unmarried; Susan, who married Washington Stephen¬ 
son, and Sarah, who married Adam Stephenson, of H ighland county. 


Gilbert Christian with his wife, three sons—John, Robert and 
William—and a daughter, Mary, landed nt Newcastle, Pennsylvania, 
in 1726, and in 1732 removed to a spot near the site of Staunton, on 
Christian’s Creek, giving his name to that stream. John Christian 
was a prominent citizen, and is repeatedly mentioned in the earlier 
pages of these Annals. He was one of the first Justices of the Peace, 
etc., etc. Robert married Isabella Tiffins, of the lower Valley, and is 
the ancestor of the Christians now living in the county. William 
is presumed to be the Capt. William Christian mentioned elsewhere as 
member of a '* Council ol War,*' in 1756. His wife was Mary Camp¬ 
bell, probably a sister of Arthur Campbell. Mary Christ inti married, 
first, John Moffett and became the mother of Col. George Moffett and 
others. She married, secondly, John Trimble, and became the mother 
of Capt. James Trimble, of whom much remains to be said. 


Israel Christian, r very prominent citizen of Augusta, is be¬ 
lieved to have been a nephew of Gilbert. He is said to have had some 
training in the mercantile business before he left Ireland. He came to 
Augusta in 1740, mid was a prosperous merchant at Staunton for some 
years. He was a representative of Augusta in the House of Burgesses 
in 1759-'61. His wife was Elizabeth Stark. One of his daughters 
married Col. William Fleming ; one was the second wife of Caleb 
Wallace ; another married William Bowyer, ol Botetourt; and a fourth 
Colonel Stephen Trigg, of Kentucky. A county in Kentucky was 
named in honor of his son, William, and another for his son-in-law 
Trigg. He was the founder of the towns of Pincasile and Christian s- 
burg. 
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William Christian, son of Israel, was bom in Augusta in 
( 1745. He was a member of the House of Burgesses in 1774 (from 
Botetourt), and leaving WW.am^hurg be raised a company and has¬ 
tened to join General ^Andrew Lewis, but failed to overtake him till 
the night after the battle of Point Pleasant. In 1775 he was chosen 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the first Virginia regiment of which Patrick 
Henry was colonel. U i 1^76^ however, he, becam e colone l of^tlig. first 
battalion of Virginia rnTTltia, and commander of an cjTpecirfTon against 
the Cherokee Indians. The troops under his command consisted of 
two battalions front Virginia and one from North Carolina, which, 
with other men employed, composed an army of one thousand six 
hundred to one thousand eight hundred men. The campaign lasted 
about three months. Not one man was killed, and no one died. The 
Indians fled at the approach of the army, but many of their towns 
were destroyed and their fields wasted. On the return of the army to 
[the settlement*. Port Henry was built at Loug Island, in the Holston, 
near the present Virginia State line, and supplies were taken to it from 
Rockbridge and Augusta counties. The fort was then supposed to be 
its Virginia. 

In 1780 he commanded another expedition against the Cherokces. 
In 1781 he was appointed by General Green at the head of a commis¬ 
sion to conclude a treaty with the Indians, his Virginia associates be¬ 
ing Arthur Campbell, William Preston and Joseph Martin. In 1785 
he removed to Kentucky, and settled near Louisville. The year fol¬ 
lowing lie and others pursued a party of marauding Indians across the 
Ohio river, and overtook two of them near the spot where Jefferson¬ 
ville. Indiana, now is. There he was shot and killed by one of the 
Indians, both of whom were instantly killed by Christian’s compan¬ 
ions. His body was carried home, and the inscription on bis tomb¬ 
stone states that he was killed Aprit g, 1786, aged 43. His wile was a 
sister of P »jlkK H enr y. Colonel Bullitt, of Kentucky, was his son- 
ln-Iaw. His only son died while a youth. 












CHAPTER V. 


INDIAN WARS, AC., FROM 1 756 TO I758. 

Although the preceding chapter closed so peacefully, the war was 
not over. In fact the worst part of it was still to come, and for eight 
years longer there was no peace on the frontiers, and no feeling of 
security by any of the white settlers west of the Blue Ridge. 

It is impossible to relate a tenth part of all the stories of adventure 
during these stirring times which have come down to us. Many of 
these are of doubtful authority, and others founded on fact are so 
marred by mistakes as to time, place, etc., that they have to be omit¬ 
ted. Nobody appears to have cared or thought at the time of making 
a record of passing events, and in the course of a few generations oral 
traditiou became contradictory and unreliable. 

Governor Gilmer and other writers relate that the house of Col. 
John Lewis was assailed by Indians ou one occasion when the sons and 
retainers of the family were absent* Though old and infirm. Colonel 
Lewis is said to have stationed himself at a port-hole and kept up a 
constant shooting at the Indians, whilst his wife reloaded the guns. 
His sons and servants hearing the report of guns returned home and 
drove the Indians off. 

As related, this story is inconsistent with the authentic history of 
the times. It is not probable that any dwelling within two miles of 
Staunton was ever besieged or assailed by hostile Indiana* We know, 
however, that before war had arisen, parties of Indians often traversed 
the country, calling nt houses, and soliciting, and to some extent de¬ 
manding, supplies, just as while " tramps ” do now-a-days. Very 
Ukety, dmVng thim t\n\e, a party came to the house of Colonel Lewis, 
and becoming troublesome, the doors were closed, and guns fired to 
frighten them away. 

Here we may give some particulars in regard to the sons of 
Colonel Lewis, all of whom were men of mark, and very conspicuous 
in the early times of the county. 

Of Andrew Lewis we have already said much, and shall say much 
more in these Annals. 

Thomas Lewis, the county surveyor, was disqualified for military 
service by defective vision, but was a man of culture and influence. 
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and held various important positions. He was a member of the House 
of Burgesses and of the State Convention xn 1775, and commissioner in 
1777 to treat with the Indian tribes on the Ohio. He died October 31, 
1790. 

William Lewis is said by some of his descendants to have been a 
physician* while others deny or question the statement. According to 
Governor Gilmer's testimony, he was as powerful in person and brave 
in spirit an any of his brothers* but less disposed to seek fame by the 
sacrifice of human life. Says Governor Gilmer: He served in the 
army only when required. He was an officer under Braddock, and 
wounded at his defeat. He was an elder in the Presbyterian church* 
of the old covenanting sort.” His daughter* Mrs. Towles, describes 
him as eminently pious. She states that a man who overheard him at 
his devotions in a retired place, was deeply impressed by his prayer, 
became pious, and finally entered the ministry of the Methodist church. 
She had this incident from the person himself. Mrs. l«cwis* wife of 
William Lewis, was originally* Miss Montgomery', of Philadelphia, it 
»said. 

The fame of Charles Lewis, the youngest of the family, lias come 
down to ns as that of a hero of romance. From all accounts he was an 
admirable man, and if his life had not ended prematurely would have 
achieved great distinction. At an early age be was re p orted to he the 
most akilfal pf glj the frontier Indian fighters ^ Once, It ih said, he 

wns * 1 piued bj Indians, wHIUI 80 BStSstg, tad nflored tbi ttftifti 

treatment at their bauds, but made his escape. He was forced to go 
with the Indians many miles, barefoot, his arms pinioned behind him, 
and goaded on by knives. Upon coming to a high Imnk, he burst the 
cords which bound him and plunged down the steep into the bed of a 
stream. The Indians followed him, but when his strength failed he 
fell among some tall weeds, and his pursuers failed to discover him. 
Before he could rise and continue his flight, a new enemy was dis¬ 
covered. A rattlesnake was coiled near his free and apfurently about 
to strike; but on his remaining still, the reptile glided away. 

During December, 1755, or earlier. Governor Diuwiddie planned 
an expedition against the Shawnee town supposed to l*c on the Ohio 
river, at or near the mouth of the Big Sandy. This expedition has 
been known as the M Sandy Creek Voyage. '* Washington did not 
approve of it, but at the request of the Governor, appoiuted Major 
Andrew Lewia to command. The distance from the settlements was 
too great, supplies for a large body of men could not be transported 
such a distance over so rugged a route, and the army could not find 
subsistence in the wilderness, and, moreover, it was doubtful tvhether 
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there was any Indian settlement at or near the Big Sandy. But the 
Governor was lull of his plans, and could not be dissuaded. Me enter¬ 
tained high expectations, and wrote on the subject to nearly everybody, 
—to Major Lewis and his subordinate officers, aud to public function¬ 
aries in America and England. 



In a letter of January 2, 1756, Governor Dinwiddie speaks of his 
efforts to conciliate the Chcrokees. and says: 11 It had its proper ef¬ 
fect, for they took up the hatchet and declared war against the French 
and Shawnessc, and sent into Augusta county one hundred and thirty 
of their warriors to protect our frontier. These people proposed 
marching to the Shawnesse town to cut them off. I agreed thereto, 
and ordered four"companies of our rangers to join them. tp 

As much doubt remains in regard to many facts connected with 
this famous expedition, as surrounds the wars between the Greeks and 
Trojans. Various writers state that the expedition took place in 1757, 
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and that the men were recalled, when near the Ohio river, by order of 
Governor Fauquier; but the Dinwiddie papers show that it occurred 
early in 1756, and that the survivors returned home more than two 
years before Fauquier became Governor of Virginia# To this day, 
however, the number of men led out into the wilderness by Lewis is 
uncertain, and also how many companies there were, and who com- 
minded them. Governor Dinwiddie, in his instructions to Major 
Lewis, not dated, says he had ordered Captain Hogg, with forty of his 
company, to march on the expedition ; that a draft of sixty men would 
be made from the companies of Captains Preston and Smith, to be 
commanded by the latter: and that Captain Samuel Overton’s com¬ 
pany consisted, he supposed, of forty men, and Captain Ohadiah 
Woodson's of forty more. He says : M One Capt. McMett and some 
others proposed some men on a voluntary subscription.** “ From the 
forementioned four companies,” continues the Governor, ” the Chero¬ 
kee Indians and the volunteers, making in all 350 men, 1 think will 
be sufficient for the expedition ; but If yon should think more men 
necessary. I leave it to you.* 1 He appears never to have known the 
number of the men. In several of his letters he speaks of the Chero- 
kces under Pcnris as numbering one hundred and thirty, and in 
another as eighty ; while his statements of the number of white men 
vary from two hundred to three hundred. Among the captains usual¬ 
ly mentioned are, Peter Hogg, William Preston, John Smith and 
Robert Breckinridge, Insides Captains Overton nnd Woodson. These 
were captains of rangers, then employed in guarding the frontier. 
Archibald Alexander commanded a volunteer company, and, it is said, 
that Captains Montgomery and Dunlap led other companies also 
raised for this special sendee. Certainly there was no scarcity of cap¬ 
tains, but the slxc of the companies was small, and we are not sure that 
all the persons named accompanied Lewis. Captain David Stuart 
acted as com missary. ^ 

* OTTSfcr ~Tl ogjf and William Preston we have already spoken. 
John Smith was the ancestor of the late Judge Daniel Smith of Rock¬ 
ingham. Joseph Smith of Folly Milts and others.* 

Dr. William Fleming was a lieutenant, but in whose company 
does not appear. From a letter addressed to him, February 6th, by 
Governor Dinwiddie, it seems that he acted also as surgeon of the ex¬ 
pedition, nnd was to Iw paid for his ” extra trouble. *’ Medicines 
were furnished by I>r. George Gilmer, physician ami apothecary in 
Williamsburg. 

• The pay of Cnpt, John Smith'* company to June 25, 175ft. waa /*57M8.— 
Hcning, Vol. 7, p. 100. 
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Captain Overton’s eompany/was raised in Hanover county, and 
was the first organised in the aolony after Braddock’s defeat. To this 
company the Rev. Samuel *T)avies preached, by request, August 17, 
1755, from the text: " Be of good courage, and let us play the men 
for our people, and for the cities of our God." etc. 2 Sam. x : 12. 
The preacher asks: 0 Is it a pleasing dream? Or do I really sec a 
number of brave men, without the compulsion of authority, without 
the prospect of gain, voluntarily associated in a company to march 
over trackless mountains, the haunts of wild beasts, or fiercer savages, 
into a hideous wilderness, to succor their helpless fellow-subjects, and 
guard their country?" Bui the sermon is memorable chiefly on ac¬ 
count of a note by the preacher, in which he speaks of 41 that heroic 
youth. Colonel Washington, whom,' 4 he says, 44 I cannot but hope 
Providence has hitherto preserved in so signal a manner, for some im¬ 
portant service to his country.*’ 

Archibald Alexander was the executor of Benjamin Borden, the 
younger, and ancestor of the well-known Rockbridge family of that 
name, and the late Mrs. McClung, of Staunton. 

The person referred to by Governor Dinwiddie as 44 one Captain 
McMett " was 110 doubt Alexander McNutt, a subaltern officer in Cap¬ 
tain Alexander's company. He has been mentioned os the purchaser 
of a town lot in Staunton. It is stated that Lieutenant McNutt kept 
a journal of the campaign, which lie presented to the Governor, and 
which was deposited in the executive archives nt Williamsburg. In 
this journal the writer reflected upon the conduct of Major Lewis, 
which led to a personal affray between Lewis and McNutt iu Staun¬ 
ton. 

Major Lewis’s command rendezvoused at Fart Frederick, which 
is stated by some writers to have been otrNew River, and by others, 
cm the Roanoke, near the site of the present town of Salem. While 
waiting nt the fort for horses aud pack saddles, the Rev. Messrs. 
Craig and Brown preached to the soldiers. 

In his instructions to Major Lewis, the Governor is very minute. 
Among other things, he says: “You are to do everything in your 
power to cultivate morality among themeu, and that they may have 
dependence on God, the God of armies and the giver of victory." 
He does not omit to 44 recommend frugality.” 

To several of the captains, the Governor wrote also. Captain 
John Smith, it seems, wanted biscuit furnished for the expedition, 
but is told he must provide corn-meal or flour. Money to the amount 
of j£ioo was sent to the Captain, which 44 you must account for on 
your return," says the Governor* To one aud all he recommended 
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"care and diligence,'* "love and friendship." He sent £\oo to 
Pearis, or Paris, reminding him, however, that it was to he accounted 
for. and enjoining M unanimity and friendship/' 

The Governor thought the expedition ready to start on February 
6th. and so wrote to Governor Dobbs, of North Carolina, but in this 
he WAfl premature ; and finding out his mistake, he rebuked Major 
Lewis tor his tardiness. At the same time he charged the Major to 
“take care [that] Mr. Pearis behaves well and keepa sober. " The 
distance, he thinks, is 200 miles. He concludes ns follows: M I have I + 
no further orders than desiring yon to keep up good discipline and 1 
your people in good morality, forbidding swearing and all other vices, I * 
and put your tru*t in God, the protector and disposer of all things/* • 

We pause to mention that in February. 1756. John O'Neil tro« 
examined by the County Court on the charge of speaking treasonable 
word* and acquitted, but being convicted of ** abusing the government 
a nd cursin g the pilifc** he was held for trial. "" _ 

The expedition having started at last. Governor Dinwiddie turned 
his attention for a time to other matters. He indited a long report to 
the Lord* of Trade on the state of the province. In this he broaches 
the idea of a chain of fort* from the head waters of the Potomac, 




upoti the ridges of the Alleghany, to the North Carolina line, for the 
protection of the frontier, ami also the establishment of another 
colony west of the Alleghany, with such indulgences in matters of re* 
ligion etc., as would induce Protestant Dissenters to settle in that re¬ 
gion. 



In March, 1756, the Provincial Assembly passed an net providing 
for the construction of the forts referred to,—** to begin at Henry 
Enoch’.*, 011 Grcxit-Cape-Capon, in the county of Hampshire, and to 
extend to the south fork of Mayo river, in the county of Halifax/* 

In regard to the Dissenters in the prov i nce, the laws affecting 
them were always relaxed in times of war or public danger, and 
many of them were disposed to act as if all such laws were abolished. 
We find that the Rev. John Brown, of New Providence, was so im¬ 
prudent as to perform the marriage ceremony twice in 1755 for mem¬ 
bers of his flock, but, discovering his mistake, he did not officiate 
again in that manner till 1781, when the taw authorised him to do so.— 
[Sec list of marriage* by Mr. Brown, published in S/aunfon Sfin tutor 
of Dcceudwr 18, 1866.] 



Wc are uot done, however, with Governor Dinwiddle's report to 
the Lords of Trade. He had been endeavoring for more than four 
months to raise u thousand men for the protection of the frontier, but 
had not been able to recruit above half that number. He says: I 
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“ They are a lazy, indolent set of people, and I am heartily weary of 
presiding over them." He estimated the population of the colony 
a* 293,472,—whites 173,316, and blacks 120.156. The number of 
white tithables in Augusta county in February* 1756, he states as 
2 - 2 73 . of blacks only 40. Multiplying the white tithables by 4, 
as he did. the white population of the county was 8,992. A 11 negroes, 

male and female, over sixteen years of age. were tithables, and there¬ 
fore the black tithables were multiplied by 2, showing a total black 
population in the county of about So . 

After the departure of Major Lewis on his expedition, Governor 
Dinwiddio did not forget the enterprise. He continued to refer to it 
iu hi> correspondence, and to express sanguine hopes. He had also 
sent commissioners, Peter Randolph and William Byrd, to conclude 
formal treaties with the Cherokee and Catawba Indians. 

Major Lewis started from Fort Frederick on February 18, and 
reached the head of Sandy Creek ou the 28th. Before the middle of 
March the supply of provisions began to run low, and soon afterwards 
some of the party were rescued from starvation only by the killing of 
several elks and buffaloes. On March 11 ten men deserted, and finally 
the whole body, except the officers and twenty or thirty of the 
privates, declared their purpose to return. It is related that on the 
westward march the raw hides of several buffaloes were hung upon 
bushes near a certain stream, and that on the return the men in the 
extremity of their hunger cut these hides into thongs, or tugs, and 
devoured thrill. From this circumstance, it is said, the stream re¬ 
ferred to received the name of Tug river, which it still bears Some 
writers state that a day or two after the retreat began a party of Cap¬ 
tain Hogg’s men went out from camp in pursuit of wild turkeys and 
{encountered a dozen Indians in war point, who fired upon them. Ac¬ 
cording to these writers, two of the white men were killed, and the 
fire being returned, one Indian was wounded and captured. What 
was done with him is not mentioned. This story, however, like many 
other things related of the expedition, is of doubtful authenticity. 
Governor Dinwiddie’s letters imply that no hostile Indians were en¬ 
countered. 

It required two weeks for the men to reach the nearest settlement, 
and during that interval they endured great suffering from cold and 
hunger. Some of the men who separated from the main body per¬ 
ished. 

At what date Major Lewis and other survivors of the expedition 
returned to the settlements, we have not found stated. Governor Din- 
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widdie alludes to their return, in a letter to Washington, dated April 
8th. He takes no blame to himself, but indulges in sarcasm towards 
Lewis. *' Major Lewis,” he says, “ and his men are returned, having 4 
done nothing essential. I believe they did not know Iht mmjr to tkr 
Skawntssf towns . I expect him in town to give an account of his 
march/'etc. To Governor Dobbs he writes, April 13: “ The expe¬ 
dition against the Shnwuessc proved unsuccessful, They were gone 
upwards of u mouth ; met with very bad weather ; a great part of their 
provisions lost crossing a river, the canoes being overact. They were 
obliged to eat their horses, and arc returned, having taken the French¬ 
men, who 1 believe are of the neutrals, hound to Fort Duqtiesne. 
The co mmis sioners that went to the Cherokees, See., arc not returned, 
but write me the Cherokees and Ca taw lias arc in good humor and pro- 
fem gTeat friendship. They are ready to assist us with their warrior*, 
if they can have a fort built for their women and children.** 

The French Neutrals’' mentioned by the (Governor were some 
of the people banished from Nova Scotia and brought to Virginia, of 
whom an account will be given on a future page. Parties of them 
went roaming through the country in the endeavor to get to the French 
settlement in the northwest. 


Fifteen of the returned Cherokees visited the Governor at Wil¬ 
liamsburg, and he endeavored to induce the whole party, reduced to 
sixty, to march to Winchester and join Washington. 

Andrew Lewis made his peace with the Governor. At any rate, 
whether in wrath or as a token of favor, he was immediately ordered 
to proceed to the Cherokee country, now Fast Tennessee, and build 
the fort those Indians had stipulated for as a condition of their send¬ 
ing reinforcements. He wa« directed to enlist sixty men who could 


use saw and axe. M taking great care to be as frugal as possible,” to 
be much on his guard '* against any surprise from the enemy lurking 
in the woods,* 4 and to lose no time about the business. This order , 


wtis issued April 24th. Of course it required some time for Major 
Lewis to get ready, and in the meanwhile he was the superior military 
officer in Augusta. 


On the 37th of April, in consequence of a report that the French 
and Indiana had invested Winchester, the Governor called out the 
militia of ten counties, and Major Lewis was ordered to speed the de¬ 
parture of the Cherokees under Pcaris to join Washington. The 
reports Jrom Winchester were greatly exaggerated, and the alarm in 
that quarter soon subsided ; but some new cause of anxiety had arisen 
iu Augusta, Ou the 5th of May the Governor wrote to Lewis, in a 



*34 


ANNALS OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 


very sulky mood. He was surprised at 44 the supineness of the people 
of Augusta. " who were 44 intimidated at the approach of a few 
Indians/' and most shamefully ran away. “ They are always solicit¬ 
ing for arms and ammunition. Of the first/’ said the Governor, " I 
have none, and powder and lead they have been supplied with more 
from me than any six counties in this Dominion, and as they have not 
exerted themselves in any action against the enemy I fear those sup¬ 
plies have been misapplied, but still if they want a little powder I can 
supply them if they will send for it, as the other counties do, but I 
have no Itad.' ’ That unfortunate wagon lost by Colonel Patton the 
year before, was still on the Governor's mind, and he declares that the 
county must pay for it. Colouel Jefferson, of Albemarle, (father of 
President Jefferson), was ordered to take half of his militia to Augusta ; 
but Lewis was on no account to remain here. He was, with nil pos¬ 
sible dispatch, to proceed to the Cherokee country and build the fort 
there. No time was to be lost. Captain Hogg would assist the peo¬ 
ple of Augusta. It was hoped that the Cherokees were on the march 
to Winchester. 

We do not know in what part of the country this alarm arose. 
Probably it was the disaster at Edward's fort, April t8th, mentioned 
in a note on page in. Volume i, Dinwiddit Papers . This note states 
that Edward's fort was on the Warm Springs mountain, now Bath 
county, but Kcrcheval, who was more likely to be accurately in¬ 
formed, says it was on Capon river, between Winchester and Romney. 
In 1756, according to the note referred to, but in 1757. according to 
Kcrcheval, thirty or forty Indians approached the fort and killed two 
men who were outside. Captain Mercer, at the head of forty of the 
garrison, sallied out in pursuit of the enemy, but fell into an ambush, 
and he and all his men, except six, were slain. One poor fellow, who 
was badly wounded, lay for two days and uights before he was found, 
the whites not venturing sooner to collect and bury the dead. 

The apprehension of the people, and the unwillingness of the 
men to enlist in the army, were natural and unavoidable. Augusta 
men were always ready to go on any warlike expedition when their 
homes could be left in safety, but to abandon wives and children to 
the merciless savages was more than ought to have been demanded. 
The enemy did not come in military array, with banners and martial 
music, to war upon men in a ms; but in mall parties, by stealth, hid¬ 
ing by day in the forests and mountains, and in the dead hour of 
night, or at early dawn, falling upon, the isolated cabins of white set¬ 
tlers. Then, woe to the women and children left defenceless by the 
absence of husbauds and fathers ! It was no common danger. Gov- 
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on or Dinwiddle, in bis comfortable quarters at Williamsburg, was 
totally unable to appreciate the difficulties and the spirit of the 
people.* 

The Governor s vituperation of the people of Augusta did not im¬ 
pair the intense loyalty of the County Court, however others of the 
population may have been affected by it. This -spirit was carried to 
excess, ant! rather alwurdly exhibited at times. It was in 1756 that 
one Francis Karguson was bronght before the court "by warrant un¬ 
der the hand of Rolxrt McClanahnn. gent., for damning Robert 
Dinwiddic, Esq,, for a Scotch peddling son of a t v t " »ud found 
guilty. He was discharged, however, on apologizing amt giving 
security to keep the peace. 

Major Lewis did not get off till the month of June. The Chcro- 
kecs. brought out by Pearts, refused to go to Winchester, but went 
home, promising, however, to come back with a larger reinforcement 
of their tribe. The Governor, on the 12th of June, addressed a stately 
message ° to the Emperor. Old Hop, and other sachems of the great 
nation of Cherokee*." 

It was determined by a council of war, held at Fort Cumberland, 
that Captain Hogg should have the care of constructing the forts pro¬ 
vided for by Act of Assembly. Washington addressed instructions to 
Hogg, dated Winchester, July 21, 1756. The militia of Augusta were 
ordered out to assist. The forts were to be twenty or thirty miles 
apart, to the southward of Fort Dinwiddle, oil Jackson's river. 1 
Lieutenant Bullitt was to be left at Fort Dimviddie, with thirty pri- ■ 
vates of Hogg's company, and the other forts were to 1 * garrisoned by 
fifteen to thirty meet each. Hogg was instructed not to divide his 
force, but to keep his men together, and build fort after fort, without 
attempting to construct more thau one at the same time. This precau¬ 
tion indicate* the danger of attack by the enemy. The buildiug of the 

•The historian Park man entertained a much more favorable opinion of the 
Virginia frontier settlers than Governor Dinwiddle, although be ha* depicted 
them as ruder in appearance and manners than they were. In his work called 
The Container qf fSmlttf he says: ,4 Tbe advancing frontiers of American civili¬ 
sation have always nurtured a class of men of striking and peculiar character. 
The best examples of this character have, perhaps, been found among the settlers 
of Western Virginia, and the hardy progeny who have sprung from that generous 
stock. The Virginian frontiersman was, as occasions called, a farmer, a banter, 
and a warrior, by turns. The well-beloved rifle was seldom out of his hand ; and 
he never deigned to lay aside the fringed frock, moccasins, and Indian leggina, 
w hich formed the appropriate coatume of the forest ranger. * • • Many of 

his traits have been reproduced in his offspring.—From him have sprung those 
handy men whose struggles and sufferings on the bloody ground of Kentucky will 
always form a striking page in Amcricau history.'* 
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forts was a scheme of the Governor 's, disapproved by Washington, and 
resulted in no good. 

Iu a letter to Henry Fox, Esq., dated July 24th, Governor Din- 
widdie says: " About oue month ago. one hundred French and Indians 
came into Augusta county, murdered and scalped some of the unweary 
and unguarded people, but I think the militia drove them over the 
mountains." It is tantalizing that we cannot ascertain the scene of 
this raid, and other circumstances ; but it probably occurred on the 
frontier, and more or less remote from the western limit of the present 
county. In a letter to General Abercrombie, dated August lath, the 
Governor alluded to the raid just mentioned, or another—we cannot 
tell which. He says: " About a month ago, a hundred of them" 
[Shawnee Indians] " with some French, came into the comity of Au¬ 
gusta, in this Dominion, killed and carried away prisoners twenty-four 
of our people. We killed sixteen of them/* 

The record l»ook of Courts Martial held by officers of Augusta 
militia, from 1756 to 1796, has in part escaped destruction. Both 
backs have disappeared, and some leaves also here and there, but a 
t large part of the volume remains. 

We find from this volume that “a Council of War" was held 
at Augusta Courthouse, July 27, 1756, by order of the Governor, to 
consider and determine at what points forts should be erected along 
the frontier for the protection of the inhabitants. The Council was 
composed of Colonels John Buchanan and David Stewart, Major John 
Brown, and Captuilis Joseph Culton, Robert Scott, Patrick Martin, 
William Christian, Robert Breckinridge, James Lockhart, Samuel 
Stainicker, Israel Christian, and Thomas Armstrong. William Pax¬ 
ton acted as clerk. The W r illiam Christian mentioned was the son of 
Gilbert, and not Israel Christian’s son of the same name, who was 
then a boy. 

The Council unanimously agreed that fort* should be constructed 
at the following places: " At Peterson's, on the South Branch of Po* 
towmaek, nigh Mill Creek," two miles from the northern count}* line; 
at Hugh Man’s Mill, on Shelton'attract, 18 miles from Peterson's ; "at 
the most important pass between the last aatned place aud the house 
of Matthew Harper, on Bull ^Pasture " [the place afterwords desig¬ 
nated was Trout Rock, 17 miles fnmi Man's]; at Matthew Harper's, 
20 miles from Trout Rock ; and at Captain JohtHdillcr's, on Jackson's 
river, 18 miles from Harper’s. The Council then say: '* As the fron¬ 
tiers are properly protected by the forts of Captains Hog [Dinwiddle's], 
Breckinridge and Dickinson, thcTc is no want of a fort unto the mouth 
of John's Creek, a branch of Craig's Creek, at which place a fort is to 
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he erected." John's Creek was 25 miles from Dickinson's fort. Fort 
William, 20 miles from John's Creek, and supposed to be the same as 
Breckinridge's fort, was deemed " sufficient to guard that important 
pass,*' and the next place to the southwest, 13 miles distant, desig¬ 
nated for a fort, was Neal McNeaTs. The remaining places named 
for forts arc. Captain James Campbell's, 13 miles from McNcal's ; 
Captain Vaux'a [Vans'], 12 miles from Campbell's; and Captain John 
Mason's on the south side of Roanoke, 25 miles from Vaux'a* From 
Mason’s "to the first inhabitants in Halifax county, south side of 
Ridge," was 20 miles. 

The Council ordered, subject to the approval ot Captain Veter 
Hogg, that Fort Vaux be at least one hundred feet square in the 
clear, with stockades at least sixteen feet long, and be garrisoned by 
seventy men. The other forts were to be sixty feet square, with two 
bastions in each. The garrisons, besides Vaux’a, were to be as follows: 
Mason's and McNcal's thirty mm each, Dickinson's forty, Dinwiddic’s 
sixty, and each of the others fifty men. 

In Fort Dtnwiddie there was an underground passageway covered 
with logs, from the blockhouse to a spring within ihe stockade, which 
was only recently filled up. 

The ser vic es rendered by soldiers in the forts when garrisoned, arc 
thus described by J. T. McAllister : " Two men, provisioned for three 
or four days, were sent out in each direction along the mountains. 
They were under strict orders not to build a fire in any event, and to 
return within the three or four days, unless they had reports to make 
earlier. They hud to watch the gaps or low places in the mountain 
chains, and in some coses had to cover a distance of thirty miles. 
As soon as these parties returned, other parties were sent out in their 
places." 

The length of frontier to be protected was estimated by the Coun¬ 
cil as two hundred and fifty miles, and the number of men to garrison 
the forts as six hundred and eighty. The scheme was abandon ed, 
however, on ly one or two_pcw forts having b een fr uilt. 

The Courts Martial rec o rd book gives the names of the captains of 
militia in 1756. The captains of horse were Israel Christian, Patrick 
Martin and John Dickinson ; of foot, besides those already named, 
Samuel Norwood, James Allen,* George Willson, John Mathews, 
Joseph Lapaley, James Mitchell, Daniel Harrison, Abram Smith, 
Ephraim l«ovc, L,udovick Francisco, and Robert Bratton. 

•Captain AUon’i company, in 1756, consisted of sixty-eight men, and was 
composed of Walken, Turks, Kern, Robertsons, Bella, Crawford*, Givenses, 
Craigs, Pattersons, Posges, and others. 
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The Governor had received no report from Major Lewis up to 
August 19th. Writing to Washington on that day, he says: 14 CoL 
Stewart, of Augusta, proposed and sent the sketch for fourteen forts, 
to be garrisoned by 700 men, but I took no notice of it, waiting for 
Captain Hogg's report of what he thinks may be necessary, and to be 
managed with frugality, for the people in Augusta appear to me so 
selfish that private views and interest prevail wuth them without due 
consideration of the public service, which makes me much on my 
guard with them." He appears to have cherished a bitter animosity 
towards Stewart, the name being then generally so written, but now 
Stuart* 

On the 20th, the Governor had tidings from Lewis, and was happy 
in the expectation of soon receiving a reinforcement of one hundred 
and fifty Cherokees and fifty Catawhas. He desired to have provis¬ 
ions for these allies at several points on their march to Winchester, 
and, not being acquainted with any person in Augusta he could con¬ 
fide in, ordered Colonel Clement Read, County-Lieutenant of Lunen¬ 
burg county, to make arrangements for supplies at Roanoke and Au¬ 
gusta Courthouse. Colonel Buchanan had advised him that wheat 
could be bought at Roanoke for as* 6d., and if Read had 41 an opin¬ 
ion " of Buchanan, the latter might be employed to make purchases. 
Five chests of small arms and six barrels of gunpowder were sent to 
Roanoke for the Indians. To Lewis the Governor wrote on the 30th 
of August: “ I have wrote Col. Washington that he may expect the 
Cherokees tinder your conduct, and I order you to march them with 
all possible expedition. They shall be supplied at Winchester with all 
sorts of ammunition, but no cutlasses to be had here. " 

( Captain Hogg enjoyed the Governor’s entire confidence, and was 
no doubt worthy of it,—they were brother Scots. To him the Gov¬ 
ernor ponred out his heart on September 8th:—“The behavior and 
liackwardncss of the militia in assisting you is unaccountable, or can 
I account for the dastardly spirit of our lower class of people in gen¬ 
eral, but that of Augusta county, I think, exceeds them all." Col- 
i onel Buchanan, commanding the Augusta militia, and probably then 
J residing on the Roanoke river, is nccused of inefficiency ; and it turn¬ 
ed out that Colonel Read had “no influence but in his own county." 
By the date of this letter, the writer had changed his mind abont the 
forts. He thought as many as three unnecessary, and the one Hogg 
was then building, enough. “ Dickinson,“ adds the Governor, “is 

( now here, and says he was sent for to the general muster when his 
fort was attacked. I told him he had uo call to be there when he 
otherways was on duty, and he confesses his errors, but says he con- 


AXNALS OP ACGCSTA COCHTY. 


*39 


slant ly kept centries and scouring parties from the fort for some 
months " [or miles] '* round, and those that went after the Indians, he 
says, were militia under different officers, that he could not command 
them; that he had iso pounds of powder and 200 pounds of lead 
when attacked In short, I am of opinion, if there had been proper 
couduct they might have destroyed some of the enemy/* 

Here again we arc ignorant of details. Dickinson s fort was on 
the Cowpssturc river, .sonic four miles below Millborotigh. Withers] 
says [Hordrr Warfare* page 75] the garrison was so careless that sev¬ 
eral children playing under the walls outside the fort were run down 
and caught by the Iudiaus, who were not discovered till they arrived 
at the gate. He states that the circumstance occurred in 1755, but 
was no doubt mistaken in regard to the date. He, moreover, is silent 
as to an assault upon the fort; but in addition to the Governor's refer¬ 
ence to one. there is a reliable tradition of an assault, during which a 
young girl aided it! moulding bullets for the men. This young girl 
was the grandmother of Judge William McLaughlin. The incident 
mentioned of her may, however, have occurred in 1757. when Dickin¬ 
son's fort was assailed again. Tradition also informs us that at one 
time, when a party of hostile Indians was believed to be at hand, a 
married woman, hastening with her family and neighlion* to take shel¬ 
ter in Dickinson's fort, was seized with the pains of child-birth on the 
way. and was detained in the forest till her agony was over. 

In September. 1756, the number of Indian allies expected by the 
Governor had grown to four hundred, and he was correspondingly 
elated. The Cherokees were highly pleased with their fort, but de¬ 
sired a small garrison of white men to hold it during the absence of 
their warriors. Captain Overton, with most of the men sent to build 
the fort, had returned by September iSth. Major Lewis remained to 
bring in the Indian reinforcement. 

At s Court Martial held September tt, 1756, Colonel David Stew¬ 
art presiding, several persons were exempted from military duty, 
among them one man^ for^tbe_ reason that two of his children were- 
“ natural fools/' 

From the M Preston Register ** we lefrn.*hat, in September, 1756, 
the Indians fell upon the settlement on*^ackson'a river, at or near 
Fort Dinwiddic. They killed 13 people, including Ensign Madison. 
Nicholas Carpenter, James Montgomery, John Bird, and George Kin- 
kcad : and carried off 28, among them Mrs. Bird and 6 children, Mrs. 
Kinkcad nml 3 children, Mrs. Parsinger and 2 children, and 5 children 
name Carpenter. It is presumed that the family whose name is here 
written Bird, were the progenitors of the Bath cou nty family who write 



ANNALS OF AUGUSTA COUNTV 


tlieir name Byrd. A communication to the " Virginia Magazine of 
History," by J. T. McAllister, (July* 1894), states that John Byre! was 
eight years old when he was carried off. Eight years later he was re* 
stored to his surviving friends, pursuant, no doubt, to Bouquet’s 
treaty of 1764. A sister was marri ed to an Ind ian, and never re¬ 
tur ned^ We have no nevoiint 61 ~Mrs. Byrd and her other children. 
When John Byrd was given up he wore a gold chain suspended to his 
nose and cars. He made two attempts to r eturn to fop Tq dianp . but 
wasjprevcnted, and died in 1836. He was the grand father of John T. 


I Byrd, of feaith T~ * — 

Tile alarm in Augusta still continued. *' One-third of the militia 
from Augusta." wrote the Governor on September 30th, "and some 
from other counties contiguous have been ordered out for protection of 
their frontiers, but they arc such a dastardly set of people that I am 
convinced they do not do their duty, which is the reason of the late 
invasion there. They have neither courage, spirit, or conduct.” 
Again, on the 26th of October, to Washington : " I received your let¬ 
ter from Augusta, and ohserve its contents. The behavior of the 
militia is very unaccountable, and J am convinced they are under no 
command. I ordered part of the militia to the frontier aud there to 
remain till relieved by others, * * instead thereof, they go and 

come at their own pleasure, and many of them come here with large 
demands ns if they had done the duty ordered in a proper manuer: 
they are a dastardly set of people, and under no management or dis¬ 
cipline, much owing to their officers, who I fear arc little better than 
the private men." 

At last Major Lewis returned from the Cherokee country, and 
brought in only seven warriors and three women, to the Governor's 
" great surprise and concern." 

The French, it was feared, had been tampering with the Southern 
Indians, and had seduced them from the English. One of the seven 
was sent back to remind the Cherokces of their repeated promises, and 
the others in Augusta were exhorted by the Governor to accompany 
Major Lewis to W inchester. 

The fort built by Andrew Lewis was called Fort ^Loudoun. It 
was on the south bank of the Tennessee river, at the head of naviga¬ 
tion, and about thirty miles south of the present town of Knoxville.* 

• A* Port Loudoun was built by a party of men sent frotu Augunta county, 
fU history is of some interest to the people of the county. 

In 1760 it was occupied by two hundred soldiers under Captains Dcmerc 
(Called Dennla) and Stuart, and many people had settled In the vicinity, trusting 
to the protection of the fort. Amongst the mean* of defence were twelve cannon. 
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The middle of November, 1756. having arrived, Governor Din¬ 
widdle, thinking there was no danger of invasion during the cold 
season, ordered Major Lewi* to recall the men on the frontiers, and to 
reduce the Augusta companies in service to three. In the meanwhile, 
however, he was much concerned about the a ccoun ts sent in by officers 
of militia in Augusts. Colonel Buchanan was instructed to scrutinise 
the accounts closely, with the assistance of Captain Hogg. These 
officers were to meet nt Voss’ fort, where Hogg was stationed. 
When December 33d came round, the Governor’s wrath was particu¬ 
larly directed to Captain Robert Breckinridge, of Augusta* and 
Major Lewis was peremptorily ordered to 14 put him out of com¬ 
mission." 

Early in January, 1757, Governor Dinwiddic was full of another 
scheme. This one was instigated apparently by Captain Voss, Vasa, 
or Vnnee—the Governor writes the name all sorts of ways, but Vaxtx 
was probably the correct mode—and encouraged by Colonel Read and 

bat in what manner they were transported for hundreds of miles through the 
wiMerness. and from whence, is not known, A small party of Chrrokeea had 
accompanied Gen. Forbes in his snccrafal expedition against Fort Da Qaesoe, 
in 175**. sod returning home through the back pert of Virginia helped themselves 
to some horses found roaming nt Urge. They were pursued by wbltr jwople snd 
s doses or more of them were killed. This treatment from allies greatly enraged 
the tribe, which, added lo other canaes of discontent, test to an outbreak.— 
Moreover, the Indians claimed that the fort belonged to them, having been built 
for their protection, and they regarded iti occupation by soldiers as so Insult snd 
menace to them. 

P<>rt Loudonn wss closely t»e*Seged. The garrison snd the settlers who had 
taken refuge there, were reduced to the lost extremity by the want ot food, and 
there was no hope of relief from any quarter. Capt. Stuart, therfurv, made an 
agreement with the Indians to surrender the fort, upon condition of bring per¬ 
mitted to retire in safety. The soldiers and others marched out. and were allowed 
to proceed the first day without molestation. But early the next morning, they 
were surrounded am) assailed by the Indian* —At the first fire Capt. Dennis, 
three other officers, snd shoot twenty-six privates were killed, and all the others 
were captured. There is a strange uncertainty os to the fate of the unfortunate 
people. According to one account, the prisoners were afterwards redeemed. 
Another tradition is that Iwtween two and three hundred men.besides women and 
children, prrishrd in the msMocre, and that the Indians made s fence of their 
bones. Capt. Stuart arid two others were saved by the friendly intervention of 
the Indian Chief, Attaknllaknalla. called by the whites Little Carpenter. Tills 
Indian, who had formed a special fondness for St turn, purchased him from the 
leading chid by giving up all his possessions; and fearing fOT his safety among 
the Li lians, took him out professedly to hunt, and by traveling nine days and 
nights brought him to the frontier of Virginia. 

I Stuart adhered to Orest Britain during the Revolutionary war. His son, 
born in Georgia, became s distinguished officer In the British army during the 
wars of Napoleon. 
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others It seems that a number of persons catling themselves “ As- 
sociators. proposed to raise two hundred and fifty to three hundred 
men for an expedition against the Shaw tiers. They were to choose 
/ Jt own officers, to be provided by the government with provisions, 

y\ amis and ammunition, to have all the plunder, and to be paid £\o for 
I every scalp or prisoner brought in. The provisions were to be carried 
/ to \ a5* fort, and from thence on horses to the pass in the mountains, 
where the horses should be kept under a guard. The whole affair was 
to be kept as secret as possible, to prevent intelligence of it getting to 
the enemy. The Governor had the iiffiiir “much nt heart/ 9 and on 
the i.st of February he wrote: **The expedition is very plensablc*” 
It Is observable that he wrote to nobody in Augusta on the subject. 
On tlie 5th of April he wrote to Colonel Read : Last Thursday I ar¬ 
rived from Philadelphia, when I was much surprised after the san¬ 
guine expressions and assurances of three hundred men from Augusta, 
etc., entering an association to march agninst the Shawness towns is 
debated by a presumption, they would not proceed with fewer than 
six hundred. This I conceived, van* intrude*I to load the country 
with extraordinary expense, and to furnish arms, etc., for that num¬ 
ber, which can’t be done. * * I believe it’s only a few person* 

that wanted command occasioned this hindrance, and I find it has 
been usual with the people of Augusta to form schemes of lucrative 
views, which, tor the future. I will endeavor to prevent/' 

Thus another well-laid plan came to naught. Of course, the peo¬ 
ple of Augusta wctc responsible for the failure 1 By this time the 
Governor was clamoring to be relieved of his labors,—he was weary 
and sick, and doubtless nearly nil the people in the colony desired his 
departure, the people of Augusta most of alb 

We find from the correspondence, that two parties of Indian 
tramps, professing friendship, were roaming at Knit in Lunenburg and 
Halifax counties, and committing depredations. They scalped one of 
their nuiutier in Colonel Read's yard, and otherwise behaved in a 
“ nide and villainous ” manner. The Governor feared that Paris was 
the ring-leader of all these enormities’*; but advised cantion in 
bringing the Indians to reason, as he greatly dreaded a war with the 
Cherokee*. 

The Governor’s instructions to Washington, of May 16, 1757, 
state how sundry forts were to be garrisoned, etc. Port Loudoun 
[ Winchester), 100 men under Washington himself ; Edwards. 25 men 
under a subaltern ; Dickinson’s, 70 man under Major Lewis; Vast’, 
70 men under Captain Woodward. At the same time, as he wrote to 
the Lords of Trade, he had in service 400 Indiana from the Catawbas, 
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Cherokee* and Tuscaroraa. “ I ordered them oat with some of oar 
force*.** he ttys, **to observe the motions of the enemy, protect oar 
frontiers, and go a scalping agreeable to the French custom/ In 
another letter of the same date, he says: ** I’ve ordered them out in 
parties with some of our men to discover the motions of the enemy and 
to scalp those they can overcome—a barbarous method of conducting 
war, introduced by the French, which we are obliged to follow in our 
own defence.'* 

On the i8?h of May, one hundred and ten of the Catawba allies 
were in Williamsburg, on their way home. “ pretending they dis¬ 
covered the trucks of Shnwncsse anti Delawares marching towards 
their towns; that they must go to protect their women and children.” 
They, however, brought the Governor two Shawnee scalps. On the 
26th of May, only some Cherokces and eleven other friendly Indians 
remained on oar frontiers. At that dale the Governor complained of 
many disorder* by the Chemkees, while marching through the coun¬ 
try. They had killed a Chickasaw warrior, whose squaw, however, 
made lier escape, 

A party of thirty Cherokees was at Williamsburg on June 16th, 
on their way to Winchester, and the Governor was obliged to give 
them shirts, leggius, paint, etc. Old Hop promised to send out three 
other parties by way of Augusta. 

Front a letter written by Governor Dtnwiddie to Washington, 
June 20th, we learn that there was a new alarm at Winchester. 
French and Indians were said to be marching from Fort Duqucsnc, 
probahty to attack Fort Cumberland, and one-third of the militia of 
Frederick, Fairfax and other counties, were called out. This appre¬ 
hension subsided ; hut the Governor wrote to the Earl ot Halifax : '* I 
think wc are in a very melancholy situation.*' On the 24th he wrote 
to Washington : •• Major Lewis has been very unlucky in all his 
expeditions.'* • 

During the month of July there were '‘weekly alarms from our 
frontiers of the enemy's intention to invade us, " and corresponding 
vigilance and activity on the part of the Governor. On August 3d he 
wrote to Colonel Read : “It surprises me that I have no account from 
Augusta of the terrible murders committed on the frontiers. * * I w 

hope I shall have the news you write contradicted, or at least not so 
dismal as represented, though I am in gTeat uneasiness till I hear from 
some of the commanding officers iu Augusta " 

Wc do not know the scene, and have no account of the circum¬ 
stance- of the disaster referred to in the letter just quoted. Perhaps, 
however, a letter of August 8th to Colonel Buchanan, colonel of Au- 
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gusta militia, indicates the place. M Your letter of the 23d of last 
month/‘ writes the Governor, 41 I did not receive til 1 the 6th of this, 
so it was fifteen days coming to my bands. I am sincerely sorry for 
the many murders and captives the enemy have made, aud I fear the 
people in pay do nut execute their duty. Where was Captain Preston 
and the people at Hogg’s?"* " Surely they ought to have been sent 
for, and repelled the force of the enemy, as the bearer assures me 
there were not above six attacked their house, aud you must be misin¬ 
formed of the number of two hundred at Dickinson's fort —that number, 
I conceive, would have carried their point, and I am informed Dickin¬ 
son was not at his fort. This I leave you to inquire into, for I fear 
the country is greatly imposed oti by neglect of the officers," etc. It 
seems that some people were captured and carried off by the Iudians. 
M One thousand men/' continues the letter, 41 could not cover the 
whole frontiers, and I am surprised the reinforcement from the regi¬ 
ment arc not arrived in Augusta, as Colonel Washington had my or¬ 
ders the 18th of last mouth to send them directly, and I hope they are 
with you before this time. * * I am pretty well convinced the 

enemy must have returned to their towns before this. Let me know 
where Captain Preston is, and whether the men at Hogg's fort were 
apprised of the enemy’s cruelties, aud the reason they did not march 
against them. * * I am sensibly concerned foi the poor people, and 

heartily wish it was in my power to give them a thorough protection/' 
In a letter to Washington, on the 9th of August, the Governor refers 
to letters from Augusta, Halifax and Bedford, informing him that the 
enemy hud murdered sewn pnrople aud captured eleven. 

At Dickinson’s fort, in 1757, was a boy who in after years became 
quite famous. He was born in Augusta county, in 1742, and liis 
name was Arthur Campbell. He had volunteered as a militiaman to 
aid in protecting the frontier. Going one day with others to a thicket 
in search of plums, the party was fired upon by Indians lying iu am¬ 
bush. aud young Campbell was slightly wounded and captured. 

James Smith was detained at a Wvandot Indian town near Lake 
hrie, and tells about the arrival there of n baud of warriors. 41 These 
warriors/' he says, 4# bail divided into different parties, and all struck 
at different places in Augusta county. They brought with them a 
considerable number of scalps, prisoners, horses and other plunder. 
One of the parties brought iu with them one Arthur Campbell, that is 
now Colonel Campbell, who lives on Holstou river, near the Royal 
Oak. As the Wyandots at Snnyctidcand and those at Detroit were 
connected, Mr. Campbell was taken to Detroit; but he remained some 
• Fort Dinwiddle ? 
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time with me in this town: his company was very agreeable, and I was 
sorry when he left me. During his stay at Snnyendcand he borrowed 
my Bible, and made some pertinent remarks on what he had read. 
One pa**age was where it is said. * It is good for a man that he bear 
the yoke in his youth/ He said wc ought to be resigned to the will 
of Providence, ns wc were now bearing the yoke in our youth. Mr. 
Catnplwll appeared to be then about sixteen or seventeen years of age." 
The Bible had been brought from Pennsylvania by a bund of predatory 
Indians. 

Young Campbell was takeiylo the vicinity of the great lakes, and 
detained a prisoner for tliree v years, when he made his escape and re¬ 
turned home. Alton! six years before the Revolution, he removed to 
the Hobiton river, now Washington county, his father and family soon 
following. He was afterwards prominent in the assembly and the 
state convention of 17H8, as well as during the Revolutionary war. 
One of his sons. Colonel John B. Campbell, fell at Chippewa, where he 
commanded the right wing of the army under General Scott. General 
William Campbell, the hero of King’s mountain, also a native of Au¬ 
gusta county, was Arthur Campbell's cousin and brother-in-law. 

By thus time. Governor Dinwiddie was in an til-humor with 
Washington, and wrote him a scolding letter on the 13th of August. 
Washington had sent in certain accounts, and the Governor complains 
that he could not tell whether the amount was £too or /1000. " You 
have sent n detachment from the regiment to Augusta," says the let¬ 
ter, *' but you do not mention the number, or do you mention the re- I 
evipt of the small arms seat from this, or any account of the misunder¬ 
standing with the Indians at Winchester. You moat allow this is is 
loose way of writing, and it is your duty to be more particular to me. 

* * I appro ve of your hanging the tw o deserters.*" Washington 
was directed, by the same letter, to give Paymaster floyd. of the Vir¬ 
ginia regiment, a small escort to Augusta Courthouse, where he was 
to deliver money to Major Lewis, for the men on duty in this county, 
Lewis appears to have been sent by Washington, with several com¬ 
panies of the Virginia regiment, from Winchester to Augusta, in pur¬ 
suance of the Governor's order. 


On the 15th of August, the Governor being much indisposed, 
Secretary Withers wrote to Major Lewis* leaving it discretionary with 
him as to abandoning Voss' fort. About one thing, however, the 
Major was left no discretion: he must forthwith suspend Colonel 
Stewart from command, " for raising false alarms, terrifying the 
jKoplc, ' etc. Stewart, or Stuart as now written, was a colonel of 
militia.. Me uo doubt communicated to the Governor the recoin- 
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mcndation of the Council of War in regard to the chain of forts, 
which, as we have seen, was contemptuously rejected. 

The Governor had not forgotten Captain Dickinson. On Sep¬ 
tember 19th, be wrote to Major Lewis: 4 Pray ask Captain Dickinson 
where he was when his fort was Inst invested. I hear he wasn’t in 
it." The House of Burgesses had voted to raise three hundred 
rangers, and two hundred of them were intended for the Augusta 
frontier. The Governor desired Captain Hogg to command them, as 
he said in writing to Washington on the 24th. In this letter he ac- 
} cuses Washington of ingratitude. 

The following extract from a letter of Dinwiddie to Washington, 
dated October 19th, though not a part of the Annals of Augusta, is 
too interesting to be omitted : M I cannot agree to allow you leave to 
come down here at this time : you have been frequently indulged with 
leave of absence. Yon know the fort is to be finished, and I fear in 
your ahscticc little will be done, and surely the commanding officer 
should not be absent when daily alarmed with the enemy's intentions 
to invade our frontiers. I think you are wrong to ask it Yon have 
no accounts, as I know of, to settle with me. and what accounts you 
have to settle with the committee may lx? done in a more proper time. 
I wish you well/’ 

Captain Hogg was duly commissioned to command one of the 

( new companies of rangers in Augusta, under direction of Major Lewis. 
The private men were to be paid twelve pence, about fifteen cents, a 
day, and find their owti clothing. To Major Lewis, the Governor 
wrote, in October: M Recommend morality and sobriety to all the peo¬ 
ple, with a due submission and regard to Providence. Let swearing, 
private quarrels, drunkenness and gaming be strictly forbidden." 

The next victim of Governor Dinwiddle's displeasure was Colonel 
John Spotswood, County Lieutenant of Spottsylv&ula county. Some 
blank commissions hud been sent to Colonel Spots wood to be delivered 
to company officers when appointed. Colonel Spotswood, however, 
had committed the offence of giving n colonel's commission to Benja¬ 
min Pendleton, and a major's to Charles Lewis.* The offence was 
enhanced by the fact that Pendleton had no estate in the county, and 
kept an ordinary. As to Lewis, whatever his fault may have been, he 
"deserves no commission from me," snys the angry Governor. 

•An act of the General Assembly, passed in 1701), in regard to certain 
entailed lands, shows that a John Lewis, who li%'ed in Glouce*ter county, had a 
•on named Charles. This Charles wns probably the person referred to by the 
Governor. It is not Hkety that the County Lieutenant of Spottsylvania would 
have delivered a commission to Charles Lewis, of Augusta. 
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Moreover. Thomas Bstis and Aaron Bledstone had been appointed 
captains, although they were insolvent and not able to pay their 
levies. "This conduct/* says the Governor, "is prostituting my 
commission* entrusted with you. and pray what gentleman of charac¬ 
ter will role with such persons that have neither land nor negroes ’* ! 

The Governor’s lost letter to Major Lewis is dated December, 
r757- In this parting shot, he denounced again the " many villainous 
and unjust accounts'* sent in from Augusta. He says: "Preston 
and Dickinson ore rangers, and so must Captain Hogg’s; but I don’t 
agree to liave any militia in pay. for they have hitherto been pick¬ 
pockets to the country." 

Here we take leave of rare Governor Dinwiddle. He took his de¬ 
parture from the country, in January. 175#. On account of the 
historical value of his letters we could have better spared a better 
man He died in Clifton. England, August i, 1770. 

The vestry of Augusta parish had established a " chapel of case 
at Uic forks of James river.* and paid Sampson Mathews a small 
salary for his urn-ices as reader at that point; but mjlic fall of 1757 . 
the greater part of the inhabitants thereabouts " having deserted their 
plantations by reason of the enemy Indians," it was resolved that the 
chapel referred to was unnecessary, and the services of the reader were 
discontinued. 

At the same meeting, it appearing that the glebe buildings had 
not l**n completed, it tvns ordered that suit be brought against the 
contractor, Colonel John Lewis. Our ancestors liclievcd in law-suits, 
and were no respecter* of persons, For a year or more the vestry 
were engaged in litigation with another prominent citUea, Robert 
McClanahan, who had been High Sheriff and collector of the parish 
levy, without accounting therefor, it was charged. 

An act of Assembly in 1758, provided for the payment of military 
claims, and a schedule to the act gives the names of the persons 
entitled to pay. The names of Augusta people fill nearly twenty-two 
printed pages, among them Elizabeth Preston, £1. 2. 8, for provisions, 
—Hcning. vol. 7. p. 179. 


THE CAMPBELLS. 

John Campbell came from Ireland to America in 1726, with five 
or six grown sons and several daughters, and settled first in Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania. Six or eight years afterwards he removed to 

• About the nite of the present town of Lexington, 
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that part of Orange county. Virginia, which, in 1738, became Augus¬ 
ta county, where many of his numerous descendants lived for many 
years. 

Three of John Campbell's sons came with him to Augusta, viz : 
Patrick, Robert and David. 

I. Patrick Campbell, who died in Augusta, had at least two sons 
—Charles and Patrick. 

1. Charles Campbell, son of Patrick, died in Augusta in 1767. 
He was the father of General William Campbell, of King's Mountain 
fame. In his will, dated August 4, 1761, proved in court and admit¬ 
ted to record March 17, 1767, he speaks of himself as a resident of 
Beverley’s Manor. He appointed his wife, Margaret, sole executrix, 
provided for her support, left t,ooo acres of land on the Holstcm to 
his sou Wiltiam. and lands in the same section to his daughters. The 
inventory of the estate shows a larger amount of personal property 
than was common at that time. 

William Campbell, only son of Charles, was born in 1745. In a 
short time after his father’s death, the whole family moved to the Hot- 
ston, now Washington county, then in Augusta. The oldest daugh¬ 
ter, Elizabeth, married John Taylor, and from her the Taylors of 
Botetourt and Montgomery are descended ; the second, Jane, married 
Thomas Tate : the third, Margaret, married Colonel Arthur Campbell, 
her second cousin ; and the fourth, Ann, married Richard Poston. 

The wife of Gen. William Campbell was a sister of Patrick 
Henry, and his only child became the wife of Gen. Francis Preston. 
He died in 1781, at the age of thirty-six. His widow married Gener¬ 
al Russell. She was eminently pious, in connection with the Metho¬ 
dist church, and was styled “The Elect Eadv," or I^ady Russell. 
General Campbell rendered distinguished service during the Revolu¬ 
tion, besides his exploit at King's Mountain 

2. Patrick Campbell, second son of Patrick and brother of Charles, 
went to the southern part of Kentucky, and left many descendants. 

II . Robert Campbell,* sou of John and brother of Patrick (T), 
was one of the first Justices of the Peace appointed for Augusta county, 
in 1745. He died in 1768, without leaving a will. His descendants, 
it any, are not mentioned by Governor David Campbell in his account 
of the family. (See Foote’s Sketches, 2d scries, page H7). 

III. David Campbell, son of John nnd brother of Patrick (I) and 
Robert (II), married, in Augusta, Mary Hamilton, and had seven sons 
and six daughters, all of whom, except a son who died young, emi¬ 
grated to the Holston. The sons were John, Arthur, James, William, 
David, Robert and Patrick ; and the daughters, Margaret, Mary, 
Martha. Sarah, Ann, and sixth not named. 

1. John Campbell, the oldest son of David, was born in 1741, and 
received a good English education. He accompanied Dr. Thomas 
Walker in his exploration in 1765, and purchased for his father a tract 
of land called the “Royal Oak,” near the head waters of the Holston. 
A year or two afterwards, he and his brother Arthur, and their sister 

• Or at least a person of the same name. 
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Margaret. moved to that place and made improvements About 1771, 
the parents and the other children removed to the same place. 

John Campbell was a Lieutenant in William Campbell's company. 

Colonel Christian's regiment, m 1774. which irriv'J at Point Pleasant 
too late for the battle of October loth. In July. 1776, he was second in 
command at the battle of the Long Island Flats of Holstoo, which 
resulted in a signal victory over the Indians. In October of the same 
year he commanded a company under Colonel Christian in his expedi¬ 
tion against the Cherokee towns, and up to 1781 was almost constantly ~ 

in military service. He was appointed clerk of Washington County / ^ « 

Court in 1778, and held the office till 1834. llis death occurred in 
1875. He was the father of Governor David Campbell. 

Edward Campbell, another son of John Campbell, the younger, 
and brother of Governor Campbell, was a lawyer, and father of the 
late Judge John A. Campbell and others, of Abingdon. A sister of David 
and Edward married James Cummings, son of the Rev. Charles Cum¬ 
mings, and was the mother of Colonel Arthur Campbell Cummings, of 
Abiugdon. 

3. Arthur Campbell, second son of David, died about 1811, in his 
sixty-ninth year. 

3. Jame* Campbell, third son. lost his eye sight from small-pox. 
and died at fifty years of age. 

4. William Campbell died in his youth before the family moved 
to the Holston. 

5. Dadd Campbell, fifth son of David, was a lawyer and removed 
to Tennessee. He was first the Federal Judge in the Territory, and 
then one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the State. His death 
occurred in 1813. in the sixty-second year of his age. He had been 
appointed Federal Judge of the Territory which afterwards formed the 
State of Alabama, but died before he removed hi* family to the new 
country. 

6. Robert Campbell, sixth son of David, was nineteen years old 
when he went with his brother to the Holstcm. He was a volunteer 
in the expedition of 1774, and a member of his brother John’s com¬ 
pany at the Long Island Fiats, in 1776. In October, 177b. he was in 
Christian's campaign, and in 1780 was an ensign under Colonel Wil¬ 
liam Ginipbdl at King's Mountain In Decernbrr. 1780. be served 
under Colonel Arthur Campbell, his brother, against the Cherokees. 

After acting as a magistrate in Washington county for more than 
thirty years, he removed to the vicinity of Knoxville, Tennessee, 
where he died in 1831. 

7. Patrick Campbell, the youngest sou of David, was a volunteer 
at King'* Mountain. He remained with his father and inherited the 
homestead. In his old age he removed to Williamson county, Ten¬ 
nessee, and died when about eighty years old. 

The daughters of David and Mary Campbell— 

I. Margaret married the David Campbell who erected n block¬ 
house in Tennessee, widely known as ‘'Campbell's Station." She 
w as conspicuous for many excellent traits of character. Her death oc¬ 
curred in 1799. at the ngc of fifty-one. 
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2. Mary married William Lockhart before the family removed 

/ from An 

3. Ann married Archibald Roane, who was first a teacher at 
Liberty Hall Academy. Rockbridge, and successively Judge of the 
Supreme Court of Tennessee, Governor of the State, and Judge again, 
lie died at Nashville in 1831, about seventy-one years of age. 

Several other families of Campbells, not related as far as known to 
those just mentioned, were amongst the early settlers of Augusta. 
One of these was represented for many years by Dr. Samuel Camp¬ 
bell, of Lexington, uncle of Charles Campbell, the historian ; and 

1 another by the late Rev. William G. Campbell and his nephew. Pro¬ 
fessor John L. Campbell, of Washington and Lee University. 


THE SMITHS. 

Captain John Smith, the ancestor of the Augusta and Rocking¬ 
ham Smiths, appeared at Orange Court, June 26, 1740, and '* proved 
his importationwith the view of taking up public land. The record 
shows that his wife's name was Margaret, and that his children were 
Abraham, Henry, Daniel, John and Joseph. They came from Ireland 
by way of Philadelphia, and were accompanied by Ro 1 >crt McDowell. 
Captain Smith and others qualified as captain of militia at Orange 
Court, June 24, 1742. We next hear of him as a captain of rangers 
HI 1755- 

I Tbe late Benjamin H. Smith, of Kanawha, a great-grandson of 
Captain John Smith, relates in an unpublished manuscript a scries of 
events in the life of his ancestor, of which there is elsewhere no ac¬ 
count. According to this narrative, at some time not stated, Captain 
Smith, with seventeen men, held a fort where Pattonsburg, on James 
river, now stands, which was invested by three hundred French nnd 
Indians. After a brave resistance for three days, the garrison agreed 
to surrender the fort upon a stipulation allowing them to return to 
their homes. Astonished and mortified at finding so few men in the 
fort, the enemy disregarded the terms of surrender and held the sur¬ 
vivors, only nine or ten in number, as prisoners. Three of Captain 
Smith's sons were with the party, one of whom was wounded during 
the siege and killed by an Indian after the surrender. The prisoners 
were taken by the French down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers to 
New Orleans, and on the wny the two young Smiths, who had sur¬ 
vived the disaster at the fort, died. Only five of the prisoners lived to 
v I j reach New Orleans. The Captain atad two others were sent to France, 
j I and he alone returned to America, after an absence of two years. 

* Whatever foundation there may be for this story, some of the de¬ 
tails arc certainly incorrect. There was a fort, so-called, at the 
mouth of Looney’s Creek, a mile above Pattonsburg, but it is safe to 
say that there never was an inroad into the Valley of three hundred 
French and Indians. The only Indian raid upon the Pattonsburg 
neighborhood, of which we have an authentic account, occurred iu 
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1761. It is certain, however, that Capt Smith was a prisoner at some 
time or otheT. By act of Assembly passed in 1765, he was allowed 
2*3. it*, 96. his pay while a prisoner, in 1759. apparently. 

A list of 307 people killed, wounded, or captured by Indians, in 
Augusta county, from 1754 to May, 1758. obtained from some un¬ 
known source by Dr, Draper, and preserved among the archives of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, gives the date of Copt. Smith's capture 
as June 25. 1756, and the place as Fort V*ts*t, otherwise called Vasa, 
Voss, and Van*. This fort was at the head of Roanoke river, in the 
present county of Montgomery, am! about ten miles from Christiana* 
burg. The list referred to is called " The Preston Register," but 
could hardly have been made by Col. William Preston* It is not 
complete, and is probably not entirely accurate. According to the 
Register, however, three men were killed at the time and place 
mentioned, including Lieut. John Smith, son of the captain ; four 
were wounded, but probably escaped; and eighteen persons were 
captured, including Capt. Smith, his son Joseph, and several women 
and children 

At a session of the County Court on November 18, 1757. the 
following order was entered: " Abraham Smith, eldest son and heir- 
at-law of John Smith, now a prisoner in the French Dominions, having 
refused to take on himself the administration of the mid Smith’s 



estate, on motion of Israel Christian, a creditor, administration of the 
said estate i** granted during the absence of the said Smith." 

Capt a 111 Smith died at the residence of his son, Daniel, two miles 
north of Harrisonburg, after the beginning of the Revolutionary war. 
He applied for a commission in the ar my, but was refused jclccou&I 

on greatly T¥l« rlnlilren w ' ' 1 

1 ill* 1 in e daughter. The latter tnnrrii 1 Hu 
Bowen, of Southwest Virginia, who was killed at the battle of King’s / 
Mountain. 

I. Ahrahnm Smith, son of John, was captain of militia in 1756. 

In 1758 he was court martialed, bnt acquitted, and his accuser ^objec¬ 
ted to puti Uh merit. In 1776 he was colonel of militia. In 1778, he 
was one of the first justices of Rockingham and county lieutenant. 
He owned a large landed estate at the foot of North Mountain, about 
two miles from North River, which descended to his son Henry. 

John Smith, son of Abraham, was an ensign at Point Pleasant. He 
was the father of the late Abraham Smith, of Rockingham, of Joseph 
and Silas II. Smith, of Augusta, and of a daughter named Nancy, 
wife of William Crawford, His wife was Mary Jane Smith, of Cul¬ 
peper, a descendant of the Captain Smith who visited the Valley, in 
1716, with Governor Spots wood. Her first husband was Silas Hart, 
who died without children. 



II, Daniel Smith, son of John, was for some time presiding justice 
of the County Court of Augusta. In 1776. he was captain of militia. 
When Rockingham county was organized in 1778, he was one of the 
first justices of the peace. He was appointed also colonel of militia 
and one of the coroners. The first County Court of Rockingham was 
held at hia house. His wife wins Jane Harrison, sister of Benjamin 
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Harrison, of Rockingham. On the return of the troops from York- 
town, the victory was celebrated by the military of Rockingham at a 
grand review in November. 1781. Colonel Smith’s horse, taking 
fright at the firing, sprang aside, and spraining his rider’s back, caused 
his death in a few days. Three of his sons participated in the siege of 
York town. viz. : 

1. John, father of the late fudge Daniel Smith. 

2. Daniel, who was also at Point Pleasant. 

3. Benjamin, father of Benjamin Harrison Smith, of Kanawha. 
III. William Smith, son of John and brother of Abraham and 

Daniel. His family went to Kentucky and have been lost sight of by 
their Virginia relatives. 



I s 





Thk Harrisons, of Rockingham, were intimately connected with 
the Smiths, but the early history of th^/former family is involved in 
much obscurity. They arc said to hare come from Connecticut, and 
to have been descendants of ThomasTlamson, one of the judges who 
condemned King Charles I, to death. We find, that on July 27, 1744. 
the Rev. John Craig baptized Elizabeth Harrison, "an adult person 
and on January 21, 1747, he baptized David Stuart and Abigal Ilrrri- 
son, "adult persons, after profession of faith and obedience." It is 
presumed that the females mentioned were members of the Harrison 
family. John and Reuben Harrison are mentioned under date of 1750, 
on a former page. Our information is that they were brothers. John 
% fpever married, and was killed by his slave*. Reuben married, and 
\{C Quid several children. Captain Daniel Harrison is mentioned in 1755* 
y and again in 1756. Nathaniel Harrison was fined by the court martial 
of Augusta county, Oct. 30, 1761, for failing to muster. IIow Daniel 
and Nathaniel wejpe related to Reuben, is not known. Thomas Harri¬ 
son, the founder TO Harrisonburg, the son of Reuben, left four sons; 
Ezekiel, Reuben, John and Josiah, and one daughter, who married a 
Warren. The present Reuben Harrison, of Rockingham, is a son of 
Reuben and grandson of Thomas. 

Benjamin Harrison, son of Daniel of Rockingham, was a member 
of the Augusta court-martial, April 19, 1769, and in 1774 commanded 

) a company at Point Pleasant. In July. 1775, he was appointed captain 
of a company of minute-men. When Rockingham was organized, in 
1778, he was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the militia of that 
county. According to the information we have, he was not related to 
the family of Reuben Harrison, but came from Eastern Virginia, prob¬ 
ably Loudoun county. 

Dr. Peachy R. Harrison, long an eminent citizen of Rockingham, 
was a son of Colonel Benjamin Harrison, and the youngest of eight 
children. He was bom in 1777, and died in 1848. His wife was Jane 
Stuart, a daughter of John Stuart, who lived near the Stone church, 
Augusta. 

The distinguished Dr. Gessner Harrison, Professor of Ancient 
Languages at the University of Virginia, was the second son of Dr. 
Peachy R. Harrison. He was appointod professor at the nge of 
twenty-one, aud held the position thirty years. 
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James Allen was the oldest son of William Allen, who came from 
Ireland and settled in Augusta, but at what date is unknown.^ A 
brother of William was the grandfather of Dr. Allen who long resided 



and practiced medidne in the Stone Church neighborhood. 

It is believed that James Allen was seven years old at the date of 
the emigration to America. Ills brothers, Hugh and John, were bom 
here. 

James and Hugh married sisters, daughters of John Anderson, a 
native of Ireland. John Alien, it is said, was a lieutenant at Brad- 
dock v k defeat, and was “lost" in that disaster. Hugh \vu>a lieutenant 
in Colonel Charles Lewis’ regiment at Point Pteosoutrin 1774. He 
was killed in the battle and his body was buried by the side of Colonch 
Lewis’ remains. He had three sons, John. William and Hugh, all of 
whom removed to Kentucky. 

[The widow of Lieutenant Hugh Allen, whose maiden name was 
Jane Anderson, contracted a second marriage, in 1778, with William 
Craig, bom in 1750 and died in 1829. The children of William and 
Jane Craig, who lived to maturity, were : t. Jane, wife of James Pat* 
terson. of Augusta; 2. James Craig, of Ml. Meridian, died in 1863; 


3. Sarah, wife of James Laird, of Rockingham ; and 4. Margaret, last 
wife of James Bell, of Augusta]. 


James Allen lived near the place now called Willow Spout, on the 
macadamized road, about eight miles north of Staunton. An wc have 
seen, he was a captain of militia in 1756. He particijuited in the 
battle of Point Pleasant, saw his brother Hugh killed, mid placed a 
stone at his grave. He died in 1810 ninety four years of age, having 
been nn elder of Augusta Stone Church for sixty four years. 

James and Margaret Alleu had ten children, two sons and eight 



daughters, viz: 


I. Jane Allen, wife of Captain James Trimble, who removed to 
Kentucky In 1783, nec» mpanied by the sons of Hugh Allen and many 
others. (Sec ” The Trimbles.") 

II. Aun Allen, wife of Colonel George Poage. who removed from 
the county. Their children were.—t. Allen ; 2. John ; 3. William ; 
4 Jane ; 5, Mary ; 6. Janies ; 7. Thomas; and 8. Hugh. 

III. Elizabeth, wife of the Rev. John McCuc. 

IV*. Rebecca, wile of Major John Crawford. (See “The Craw¬ 
ford*.") 

V. Margaret, wife of Major William Bell. (See " The Bells.") 

VI. Mary, wife of Colonel Nicholas Lewis, who removed to Ken¬ 
tucky. 

VII. Nancy, wife of Captain Samuel Frame, whose children were: 
1. John; 2. Thomas; and 3. Nancy, 

VIII. Sarah, first wife of James Bell, and mother of Colonel Wil¬ 
liam A I 

IX. William Allen, married Susan Bell, of Kentucky, and 
removed to Kentucky in 1783, with Captain James Trimble and other*. 
He settled at Lexington and had six children. Hi* oldest daughter 
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married Matthew Jouett, the artist, and her oldest daughter was the 
wife of Richard Menifee, the celebrated Kentucky orator. Another 
daughter married Dr. Alexander Mitchell, of Frankfort, and one of 
her daughters married Oliver Fraser, the artist. One of Captain Wil¬ 
liam Allen's sons was Colonel William H. Allen, formerly of Augusta 
county, and another was Colonel James Allen, of Missouri. 

X. Janies Allen, who married Elizabeth Tate. Their children 
were: i. William, who married a Miss Poagc ; 2. John, who mar¬ 
ried, tst, Polly Crawford, aud ad. Atm Barry, widow of Dr. William 
McCue, and removing to Michigan, was the founder of Ann Arbor, so 
named for his wife; 3. Mary, wife of Captain John Welsh ; 4. Marga¬ 
ret, second wife of Major William Poage, of Augusta ; 5. Nancy, wife 
of Charles Lewis; 6. Sarah, wife of George Mays©, of Bath county; 
and 7. fames T. Allen, who married Miss Maynard, of Michigan. 


The Preston Register. 

The following is a copy of one of the collections of Dr. Lyman C. 
Draper, which are preserved by the State Historical Society of Wis¬ 
consin. The pa|**r is called "The Preston Register/■ possibly because 
the authorship was attributed to Col. William Preston. There are, 
however, some error* in the list, particularly in regard to names, which 
Colonel Preston would not have committed ; 

41 A regilttt of the persons who hove been either killed, wounded , or 
taken prisoners by the enemy , in Augusta county , as also such as have 
made their escape /* 

1754. Robt. Foyles, his wife & 5 children, Monongalia, killed. 
Octob’r—Stcren Lyon, Holston River, killed. 

John Godman, Holston River, killed. 

Benjamin Harrison, Holston River, killed. 

1755. -Burk, Hols ton River, prisoner, escaped. 

May 3—Mary Baker. Holstoti River, wounded. 

June 18—Sam'l Stalnnckcr, Holston River, prisoner, escaped. 

Samuel Hvdon, Holston River prisoner. 

Adam Stalnacker. Holston River, killed. 

Mrs Siulnacker. Holston River, killed. 

A servant man. Holston River, killed. 

Mathias Connie, Holston River, killed. 

June 19—Michael Houck, Holston River, killed. 

July 3—James McFarland, New River, killed. 

John Brngeman. New River, killed. 

Mrs. Bingeman, New River, kilted. 

Adam Bingeman, New River, killed. 

John Cook, New River, killed. 

Henry Lin, New River, killed. 

A young child. New River, killed. 

Nathaniel Wclshire, New River, wounded. 
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Dutch Jacob. New River, wounded. 

His wife, New River, prisoner, escaped. 

Frederick Stern. New River, wounded. 

Mrs. Bmgttian, jr., New River, wounded. 

, Mrs. Davies. New River, wounded. 

Isaac Freeland, his wife and five children, New River, 
prisoners. 

Bridgetnau’s son and daughter and a stranger, New River, 
prisoners. 

July 12—Lieut* Wright and 2 Soldiers, Reed Creek, killed. 

30- ( i James Patton. New River, killed. 

Cu 1 \ • ver, killed* 

Mis. Draper and one child, Nctv River, killed. 

James Cult. New River, wounded. 

Mrs. English (IngJis) and her two children, New River, 
prisoners, escaped. 

Mrs. Draper, jr., New River, prisoner. 

Henry Leonard, New River, prisoner. 

Aug. 12—Morris Griffith, Vause’s Fort, prisoner, escaped. 

Henry Botighman. Greenbrier, killed. 

John Couri and his father-in-law, Greenbrier, killed. 

Walter Fishpough. Greenbrier, killed. k 

George White, Greenbrier, killed. 

Old Christopher. Greenbrier, killed. 

Mrs. Couslcr, Greenbrier, killed. 

An old umn, his wife and a school-mister, Greenbrier, killed. 
Sept —John Thomas, Greenbrier, killed. 

Mrs. Fishpough and five children, Greenbrier, prisoners. 
Cousler's daughter and Mrs. Ineny, Greenbrier, prisoners* 
Corporal lieu net. Greenbrierkilled. 

* 75 6 ' Two girls nnmed Landsixo^£ouih Branch, prisoners, 
l 7 ^b. —Rob't I*ooney and a Dutchman, Reed Creek, killctl. 

March —John Lee. Reed Creek, killed. 

Michael Motes, Reed Creek, killed. 

Patrick Smith. Reed Creek, killed. 




Moses Man. Reed Creek, prisoner. 

Vallentine Hannan, New River, killed. 

Jacob Hannan and one son. New River, killed. 

Andrew Moses, New River, killed. 

Thomas Danes. Roanoke, prisoner, escaped. 

June 25—Capt. John Smith, Fort Vause, prisoner, returned. 

Peter Looney, Fort Vause, prisoner, escaped. 

Win. Bratton, Fort Vause, prisoner, returned. 

Joseph Smith, Fort Vause, prisoner. 

Wm. Pepper, Fort Vsuse, prisoner. 

Mrs. Vause and two daughters, a negro and two young 
Indians, and a servant-man, Furl Vause, prisoners, 

Ivan Medley and two daughters, Fort Vause, prisoners. 
James Bell, Fort Vause, prisoner. 

Christopher Hicks, Fort Vause, prisoner. 
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-Cole, Fort Vauae, prisoner. 

-Graham. Fort Vtitle, prisoner. 

Benj. Danes, Fort Vausc, prisoner. 

Lieut. John Smith, Fort Van*?, killed. 

John Tracey, Fort Vanse, killed. y 

John English. Fort Vatsae, killed. 

Mrs. Mary English. Fort Vauae. prisoner, Ir 
- ^ Wro. Robinson, Fort Vausc, funded. A 

Tho. Robinson, Fort Vausc, wounded. )V 

Sam'l Robinson, Fort Vausc, wounded. 

Rob’t Pepper, Fort Vtttat, wounded. t 

Sept.n—Ensign Madison. Jackson's River, killed. uj* 

12.13, 14—Nicholas Carpenter, Jackson** River, killed, f » 

Steren Sowcl, Ja< Vs River, killed. \Jtr 
Janies Mais. Jackson's River, killed, 

James Montgomery, Jackson's River, killed. , 

Nicholas Nut, Jackson's River, killed. 

> John Bird, Jackson's River, killed. 

George Kinkead. Jackson's River, killed. 

-Fry, Jackson's River, killed. 

Mrs. Boyl, Jackson's River, killed. 

Three children named Parainger, Jackson’s River, killed. 
Joseph Swobs. Jackson's River, wounded. 

-Wilson, Jackson's River, wounded. 

Five children of C has. Boyl, Jack ion's River, prisoners 
David Callaway, Jackson s River, pri>oncr. escaped. 

Mrs. McConell, Jackson's River, prisoner, escaped. 

Joseph Carpenter. Jackson's River, priwirr, escaped. 

Mrs. Bird and six children. Jackson's River, prisoners. 

Mm, Kinkcad and three children, Jackson*! River, prisoners 
Mrs. Parsinger and two children, Jackson's River, prisoners 
Five children called Carpenter, Jackson's River, prisoners. 
Sam’l Brown, a hoy, Jackson's River, prisoner. 

-Swobs, a boy. Jackson's River, prisoner. 

*J John Robinson, Fort Vnuse. killed. 

John Walker, Fort Vau.se. prisoner. 

Fob —Jacob Peters lost six children, South Branch, prisoners, one 


:L 


March —Win. Bradshaw and son, Craig's Creek, prisoner*. 
May 14—And. Arnold. Jackson's River, killed. f 
Henry Lawless, Jackson's River, killed. / 
t6—John Moon, Cow Pasture, killed. 

Mrs. Moor and five childrcu. Cow Pasture, prisoners. 
George Xeesc and two sons. South Branch, prisoners. 

-Sudie, South Branch, killed. 

Henry Lawrence, South Branch, killed. 

Michael Freeze and wife. South Branch, killed. 

July —Mark Tallet, Jackson's River, killed. 

A servant man, Jacksou's River, prisoner. 

James Allen, Jackson’s River, wounded. 
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-Swob*, Jackson's RiveT, wounded. 

35—Robert Renick. Forks of Junes River, killed. 

Thos. Moon. Forks of James River, killed. 

Mrs. Renick and seven children. Fork* of James River, 
prisoners. 

Mrs Denis, Forks of James River, prisoner. 

John Crawford, jr., Craig’s Creek, killed. 

Jno. Alex. Crawford. Craig’s Creek, wounded. 

Sept —Serf, Henry, Fort Dinwiddle, killed, 

James Stuart. Cow Pasture, killed. 

James Stuart, jr. f Cow Pasture, prisoner. 

Janie* McClung and two children named Cantucll, Cow 
Pasture, prisoners. 

Oct. —James McFerrin, Catawba, killed. 

Win. McFemrCCatawba, prisoner. 

Nov. —Three Dutcn people. Brock’s Gap, one killed, two prisoners. 
John States, Brock's Gap, killed. 

1B58. Abm. Merchant, Brock’s Gap, killed. 

Jan. —Win* Ward, a boy, Fort Dinwiddie, prisoner. 

A Soldier of Capt. Woodward. Roanoke, killed. 

A Servant of Bryan's, Roanoke, killed. 

Mch. 19—Win. ClcpoJe. Brock's Gap, killed. 

Peter Moser, South Branch, killed. 

Nicholas Prank. South Branch, killed. 

John Coonrad, South Branch, killed. 

John Cunningham and two others (names forgotten), South 
Branch, prisoners. 

George Moses, South Branch, wounded. 

*--Adam Harper, South Branch, wounded. 

A servant-man killed, and maid and one child prisoners, 
Cow Pasture, 

20—James Gatlire. Roanoke, killed. 

Joseph Love. Roanoke, killed. 

Wm Love. Roanoke, killed. 

A servant maid and child. Roanoke, prisoners. 

- ■■ Snodgrass, a girl, Catawba, prisoner. 

Ap’l 24-John McCreary, Cow Pasture, prisoner. 

Wm. McCreary. Cow Pasture, prisoner. 

Capt. James Dunlap. South Branch, killed. 

Josiah Wilson, South Branch, killed. 

John Hutchinson, South Branch, killed. 

Thomas Caddon. South Branch, killed. 

Henry McCullam, South Branch, killed. 

John Wright, South Branch, killed. 

Thomas Smith. South Branch, killed. 

Robert McNulty, South Branch, killed. 

Wm. Elliott, South Branch, killed. 

Ap’l 27—Mrs. Elliott, South Branch, killed. 

Lndwick Falck and wife. South Branch, killed. 

Adam Little, South Branch, killed. 
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Brock. South Branch, killed. 

John Ramsey, South Branch, killed, 
w m. Burk, South Branch, ki)M. 

-- Rooney, South Branch, killed. 

Wm. Woods, South Branch, killed. 

John McCuUey, South Branch, k/Jlcd. 

Thomas Sear), South Branch, killed. 

James Gill, South Branch, killed. 

John Guy and a stranger, South Branch, killed. 

78 —Copt. SyJesl and sixteen persons not known, South Fork, 
prisoners. 

Twenty-four persons at jariue place missing, South Fork, 

prisoners. 

Afar — Moses Moore , Jackson's RJvrr, prisoner . 



Majok John Hays lived on a farm under the Jump mountain, 
Rockbridge. His sons were—1. Michael Hays, of Ohio, who was an 
officer in the United States Army in 1812 ; 2. Andrew Hays, a dis¬ 
tinguished lawyer of Nashville, Tennessee; 3. John Brown Hays, of 
Columbia, Tennessee, whose wife was a sister of President Polk ; and. 
4 James C&mpttell Hays, of Tennessee and Texas, who was the lather 
of Jack Hays, the Texan Ranger. 



CHAPTER VI. 


INDIAN WARS. KTC., FROM 1 758 TO 1 764. 


I 


Before the departure of Dinwiddie, the Earl of Loudoun, com¬ 
mander • in -chief of British forces in America, was commissioned 
Governor of Virginia, but it is believed he never visited the colony. 
Francis Fauquier was afterwards appointed, and arrived in June, 175®. 
the duties of the office being discharged in the meanwhile by John 
Blair, President of the Council. 

It is stated that in the early part of 1758 sixty persona were 
murdered by Indians in Augusta county, but exactly where and when 
we are not told .—[GampMTs History of Virginia, page 500.] Possi¬ 
bly the alluMon is to the massacre at Scybert's fort.® 

This fort wn>tn the northern part of the present county of High* 
land, then Augusta. There the inhabitants of the surrounding 
country bad taken shelter from the Indians. Bet ween thirty and forty 
person s of bo th sexes and all ages were in the enclosur e. No Indians 
having yet appeared,~a~yoiiTh TfaraecT James Dyer and his sister went 
outside one day for some purpose, and had not proceeded far before 
they came in view of forty or fifty Shawnee* going towards the fort. 
Hurrying back to provide for their own safety nnd give the alarm, 
they were overtaken and captured. The place was incapable of with¬ 
standing a vigorous assault, and the garrison was poorly supplied with 
[ammunition. Captain Scybcrt, therefore, determined to surrender, 
and did so in spite of the opposition of some of the people. The gate 
wns thrown open, and the money and other stipulated articles were 
handed over to the Indians. Thereupon, one of the most ruthless 
tragedies of Indian warfare was perpetrated* T he inmates of the for t 
w ere arran j^d rows and nearly all of them were to nmluvvkcd. 

A few, spared from caprice or some oilier cau«*. were aimed off into 
captivity. Young Dyer was the only captive who cvct returned. 

He was taken to Logstown, thence to the Muskingum, and thence 






to Chillicolhc, where he remained a prisoner nearly two years Ac¬ 
companying the Indians to Fort Pitt, he there concealed himself in a 
hovel, nnd after two years more returned home. 

• According to the M Preston Register,•* Seybrrt’s fort was captured on April 
88, 17.18, and 41 pemoaa were taken prisoners. 
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and confusion, Major Lewis, at the first noise of the attack, left 
Captain Bullitt with fifty Virginians to guard the baggage, and 
hastened with the main part of his men to the scene of action. The 
contest was kept up for some time, but the confusion was irretrievable. 
The Indians sallied from their concealment, and attacked with the 
tomahawk and scalping-knife. Lewis fought hand to lmnd with mi| 
Indian brave, whom he l aid dead At his fggt, but was surrounded bj 
others, and only saved his life by surrendering himself to a Frenci 
officer. Major Grant surrendered himself in like manner. The whole 
detachment was put to the rout with dreadful carnage/'— [/rvinp's 
Life of Washington, Volume L page 285.] 

Captain Bullitt rallied some of the fugitives, and made a gallant 
stand. He finally drove off the pursuing Indians, and then collecting 
as many of the wounded as he could, hastily retreated. The routed 
detachment returned in fragments to Bouquet's catnp, with the loss of 
twenty-one officers, and two hundred and seventy-three privates, 
killed and takgn . Washington's regiment lost six officers and sixty- 
two privates. 

The Highlanders of Grant’s command were not acquainted with 
the Indian custom of scalping, and it is said that when Lewis was ad¬ 
vancing with bis provincials he met a Highlander flying from the field, 
and inquiring about the battle, was answered that they were M a* 
beaten, and Donald McDonald was up to his hunkers In mud, with a* 
the akeeti af his In 

No dottb^ihnny Augusta men were in the affair just mentioned ; 
but AudrewXewta is the only one of them whose name we know. He 
will not appear again in these Annals till 1763, when he was at home, 
but preparing to go to war. His niece, Mrs. Towles, says he was de¬ 
tain ed a prisone r at Qu ebec for three ye ars. 

The army of GenefaT^orbes resumed its march in November, 


Washington rnmmundipg n division and leading the way . Nearing 
Fort Du Quesne, the ground was strewed with human bones, the relics 
of Braddock's and Grant’s defeats. Arriving in siftht of the fq rL Jhc 
lace wa s found tQ ba-^ abandon ed The FrencST not exceeding five 
hundred in number, deserted by the Indians, and without a sufficient 
supply of provisions, had set fire to the fort aud retreated down the 
Ohio in boats. On the 25th of November, Washington marched in, 
and planted the British flag on the smoking rains. The fort was 
repaired, and the name changed to that of Fort Pitt. 

The officers and men of Forbes’ army united in collecting the 
bones of their fellow-soldiers who had fallen in the recent battles and 
routs, burying them in a common grave. 
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Col. James Smith says that the Indians, who had been hopeful of 
driving all the Virginians "over the lake/* which was their name for 
the sea. became discourngcd upon the advance of General Forbes to 
Fort Du Quesne. "They said that Forbes' men were beginning to 
learn the nrt of war. and that there were a great number of American 
riflemen along with the red coats, who scattered out, took tre-es, and 
were good marksmen . 99 * * "If it was ouly the red coats they had 

to do with, they could soon subdue them, but they could not withstand 
AihaUcoa , or the Great Kuife, which was the name they gave the 
Virginisoa," 

Washington soon retired from the army, and was not again 
engaged in war till called out at the Revolution. In 1758 he was elec¬ 
ted a member of the House of Burgesses from Frederick county. 

The County Court of Augusta and the vestry of the parish held 
regular meetings in 1758. but we find little that is interesting in their 
proceedings. The vestry appear to have been faithful in taking care 
of the poor, at least in burying them ; and at every pauper burial there 
was a liberal allowance of liquor at public expense. At one time the 
parish collector was credited by six shillings expended by him. "for a 
poor child's burial, two gallons of liquor." At the same time credit 
was given for 5s, 8d, "for nine quarts of liquor at burial of William 
Johnson." James Wiley cost the parish, one year, ^13, is He 
seems to have been **a beggar on horseback." as John Young was 
allowed tos. for keeping his horse, and 2s. for shoeing the same. He 
was also allowed 2s. 6d. for leather breeches, and 2s. 3d. for making a 
shirt. Possibly Wiley was an old ranger who had been disabled in the 
public service. 

At the meeting of the vestry in November, 1758, James Lockhart 
moved to '‘lay a levy for building a church in the parish," but the 
proposition was defeated, the vote standing : for a church. James 
Lockhart. John Archer. Sampson Archer and John Mathews; against. 
Colonel Bnchanaa, John Buchanan, John Christian, Robert Breckin¬ 
ridge tod John Smith. 

From the close of 1758 t:. ? ] 1761, the people of Augusta appear to 

/live keen relieved from {he alarms of .savage warfare. We have no 
account of any massacre or raid duriug that time. The year 1759 is 
a blank in our Annals, affording not one item, 

Canada was surrendered to the English in September, 1760. 
For many months previously the military operations in that region oc¬ 
cupied the attention of the whole country, and after the surrender the 
English considered the war as over. It was certainly suspended by 
the Indians on the frontiers of Virginia from early in 1759 till early in 
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1763. Indeed, through the influence of the Moravian missionary, 
Christian Frederick Post, the Delawares and Shawnee* of Ohio con¬ 
cluded a formal treaty of peace, at Easton, Pennsylvania, In the fall of 
1758. The treaty was kept as such treaties usually were, individual 
whites, as well at Indians, continuing to commit lawless acts. 

In 1760 a tragedy occurred iu the present county of Rockingham, 
then part of Augusta, which must be briefly related. Two Indians j 
came to Mill Creek, now Page county, and were pursued by three 
white men, One of the Indians was killed, but the other escaped with / 
the loss of his gun. The fugitive encountered a young woman named 
Section, on horseback, near the site of New Market. Dragging her 
from the horse, lie compelled her to accompany him. After traveling 
about twenty miles, chiefly iu the night, and getting nearly opposite 
Keezeltown, in Rockingham, the poor girl broke down, it was sup¬ 
posed. and was beaten to death with a pine knot. Her cries were 
heard by persons in the neighborhood. and the neat day they found 
her body stripped naked. 

We are indebted to Kcrcheval (page 138) for this narrative. He 
has preserved accounts of many Indian massacres, but all of them, ex¬ 
cept the above, occurred outside of Augusta county, even as it was 
originally, aud therefore do not come within the scope of these 
Annals. 

In or about the same year, 1760, a party of eight or ten Indians 
crosMid the Blue Ridge, and murdered some people living east of the 
mountain, in what was then Bedford or Halifax county. They took 
sevcrul women aud children prisoners, and loading horses with plunder* 
returned by way of the New River settlement. A man from the 
Ingles Ferry fort, who was out in search of strayed horses, discovered 
the Indians in their camp at night, six miles from the fort. William 
Ingles assembled sixteen or eighteen men, and, guided by the man 
who had made the discovery, proceeded to attack the Indians. The 
assault was made while the Indians were preparing their breakfast, and 
a sharp fight ensued. One white man was killed. Seven Indians 
were shot down, and the remainder escaped. All the captives and 
stolen property were recovered. This is said to have been the last ! 
battle with Indians in that region.—[Dr. Hale's narrative.] 

The vestry of Augusta county, at their meeting iu May, 1760, 
unanimously agreed to build a church in Staunton, on the ground laid 
off for that purpose. A committee was appointed to let out the work, 
which was to be dune iu "a fashionable and workmanlike manner . 91 
The dimensions of the building were 40 feet by 25 feet, and the total 
cost ^499, or $1,663.33#. Francis Smith, of Hanover county, cou- 
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tracted to build the church, of brick, and to finish it by December I, 
1762, He entered into bond, with William Preston and Charles Lewis 
as his securities. 

In 1761 the Indians renewed the war with all its horrors, if in¬ 
deed it had ever been suspended. Rut from this time, for several 
years, there is much uncertainty in respect to dates and the scenes of 
occurrences which are related more or less circumstantially. Our 
chief authority for some two years is Withers 1 "Border Warfare,” 
and we shall repeat the narratives of that writer without being able to 
reconcile contradictory statements, or otherwise elucidate the history. 

Withers states that in the summer of 1761 about sixty Shawnee 
warriors penetrated the settlements on the head waters of James river. 
They avoided the fort at the mouth of Looney's creek, and passed 
through Bowen's gap in Purgatory mountain (near Buchanan, in 
Botetourt county). Coming to the settlements, they killed Thomas 
Perry, Joseph Dennis and his child, and made prisoner his wife, Han¬ 
nah Dennis. Proceeding to the house of Robert Reiaix,* who was not 
at home, they captured Mrs. Renixand her five children,—William, 
Robert. Thomas. Jodiua and Betsy. At the house of Thomas Smith, 
they shot and scalped Smith and Rcuix, and captured Mrs. Smith and 
a servant girl named Sally Jew + 

(leorge Mathews, of Staunton, and William and Audley Maxwell 
were on their wny r to Smith's house at the time of the assault. Hear¬ 
ing the report of the guns as they approached, they supposed there 
was a shooting match at the place; but ou riding up to the house, 
they discovered the dead bodies of Smith aud Renix lying in the yard. 
The Indians had concealed themselves iu and behind the house when 
they saw Mulhews and his companions approaching, and fired upon 
them as they wheeled to ride back. The club of Mathews' cue was 
cut off, and Audley Maxwell was slightly wounded in the arm. 

The Indians then divided their party, twenty of them with their 
prisoners and plunder returning to Ohio, while the remainder started 
towards Cedar creek to commit further depredations. But Mathews 
and the Maxwells had aroused the settlement, and all the people soon 
collected at Paul’s Fort, at the Big Spring, near Springfield. Here 

* Properly Re nick. 

t The ** Preston Register w gives the date of the killing of Robert Rciiick and 
capture of his wife and children, ns July 83, 1737. It mention* Use capture of 
Mrs. Dennis at the same time, but say* nothing about the killing of Joseph Den¬ 
nis and child and of Thomas Smith. The probability ia that Withers confuted a 
raid which occurred in 1757, with the one in 1751, in which George Mathews 
appeared as an actor. Mathew* was only 18 yean old in 1757. 
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The town of Staunton was at last chartered by act of assembly, in 
November, 1761. The first trustees of the town were, William Pres¬ 
ton, Israel Christian, David Stuart, John Brown, John Page, William 
Lewis, William Christian, Elcdgt McClanahan, Ratart Breckinridge 
and Randal Lockheart. The act provided that two fairs might beheld 
annually, in June and November, but positively prohibited the build- 


ing of wooden chimneys in the town. 

~~ ~Xn aged man named James Hill, testifying in 1807. in the cause 
of Peter Heiskell vs. The Corporation of Staunton, gave some account of 
the town in 1762, when he settled here. Sampson and George Mat¬ 
thews kept store at the northeast comer of Beverley and Augusta 
streets. Sampson Mathews also kept an ordinary in the long frame 
building, a story and a half high, with dormer windows, which for¬ 
merly stood on the east side of Augusta street below Frederick. The 
lot at the southwest corner of Augusta and Frederick was, in 1762, 

‘ Matthews’ stable lot ’ Mrs. Woods lived on the west side of Augusta 
street, about midway between Beverley and Frederick, Mrs. Cowden 
lived on the west side of Augusta street, a little north of Beverley, 
and Daniel Kidd lived where the Y. M. C. A. building now stands. 
The deposition of Hill and the diagram which accompanied it show 
that most of the twenty-five acre* donated by Beverley in 1749 to the 
county, was occupied by town lots and streets in 1762. 

Sampson Mathews was the father-in-law of the late venerable 
Samuel Clark, of Staunton, and of Mr. Alexander Nelson, whose de¬ 
scendants are quite numerous. George Mathews has already been 
mentioned, and will often appear again. 

Colonel Johtr Lewis, the pioneer, was a member of the Greenbrier 
Company, and acquired landed possessions in the region named. We 
have seen that he and his son Andrew, were prospecting in that 
region, in 1751. The Indian wars checked the proceedings of the 
Company, and retarded the settlement of the country, but a few 
families moved there and made two .settlements, holding on ui spite of 
the dangers to which they were exposed. 

Colonel Lewis died February i, 1762. having attained the age of 
eighty-four years. His will, executed November 28, 1761, and ad¬ 
mitted to record November 18, 1762, expressed the writer’s pious 
hopes. He was buried on the farm where he lived, two miles east of 
Staunton. The executors were the testator’s three sons, Thomas, 
Andrew and William. Charles is named in the will, but no mention 
is made of Samuel. In person Colonel John Lewis is described as having 
been toll and muscular, and he is said to have been the best^ back¬ 
woodsman of hi* day- He was born in the reign of Charles II, and 
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lived through the reigns of James II, William and Mary, Queen Anne, 
George I, George II, and during two >*ears of thr reign of George III. 

The proceedings of the vestry, in 1762, furnish to as several 
curious items. Samuel Craige was allowed £ 6 . as. 6d. " for keeping 
a Dutchman and another item was allowed on account of " goods 
for the Dutchman. M An order was entered in November, 176a, au¬ 
thorizing the purchase of oue hundred acres of land, within ten miles 
from Staunton, on wh ich to erect a poor house. The buildings were to 
have wooden chimneys, and to cost not more than ,630— $100. In 
1763, the building was postponed for a year, and the woik was not re¬ 
sumed till November, 1764. 

In 176a, Hugh Green preferred a bill ngainst the parish for keep¬ 
ing Mary Lceper, a pauper, and for her funeral expenses. Among the 
items of the latter were three gallons of liquor, 9s.; a bushel of flour 
for cakes. 3s.; and three and a half pounds of sugar, as. t id. 

In the same year on account of the widow Young against the 
parish was recorded in the Vestry Book as follows: "To laying- 
in, and charge* with the attendance of two children ; also half pound 
of pepper, and half pound of allspice* and three quart* and one pint 
liquor I likewise acted as granny for BUanor Dunn —£2 " Among 
the items of another account was one “fur three pints of wise for 
sacrament—3*. qd." 

Dr. William Fleming was practising his profession at Staunton, 
in 176a. For professional services to paupers the parish was indebted 
to him /15, l ts. , 

The parish church at Staunton was finished early in '1763, and 
was accepted by the vestry June 25th* Two mein hers of the vestry,— 
Sampson Mathew* and John Pooge,—voted against receiving the build¬ 
ing, they "suppo-iing the brick in the church to be insufficient.” 

As heretofore stated, Canada was conquered by the English in 
1760, and for several years afterwards the Indian allies of the French 
to be al \*ace. Consequently, since 17 VV we have had Utile 
to record of Indian outrage. Withers' Border Warfare is our only 
authority for the raid on the Upper James River, in 1761, be says, in 
which the Rctiick family suffered so greatly. As we have seen, 
however, "The Preston Register " gives the date of that occurrence as 
1757 ; and Withers is so inaccurate in respect to dates and names, that 
it is unsafe to follow him implicitly. 

Tlie historian Francis Parkman, in his work called The Conspiracy 
of Pontiac, gives a full and graphic account of the renewal of the war 
and its main events. All the military forts held by the French, on 
and near the great lakes, having been giveu up, were occupied by the 
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English, the garrisons of most of them, though far in the wilderness, 
being very few in number.—The conquerors took no pains to conciliate 
the Indians, but on the contrary treated them with neglect and a de¬ 
gree of contempt. Thereupon, Pontiac, chief of the Ottawa*, a tribe 
occupying the territory in Canada opposite Detroit, who had fought 
on the side of the French at Braddock's defeat, instigated by resent* 

I ntent of wrongs, reat or imaginary, and tempted by the feeble con¬ 
dition of the forts generally, formed an alliance with many tribes to 
wage a general war against the English. Moreover, the French 
fur traders persuaded the Indians to take up arms, telling them that 
their King had been asleep, but was now coming to their assistance. 

The war began by an attack on the fort at Detroit, the first of 
May, 1763, and this fort and Fort Pitt were the only two that escaped 
capture. The Indians invested Detroit for six months, and the garri¬ 
son at Fort Pitt was relieved by Col. Bouquet in August, 1763, after 
the battle at Bushy Run, The whole frontier from New York to 
Georgia suffered the horrors of Indian warfare for eighteen months; 
but we can relate only a few occurrences affecting the inhabitant* of 
Augusta county. 

Cornstalk, the celebrated Shawnee warrior, appears in history for 
the first time in 1763. Nothing is kuowu of his youth. It is said 
that he was born in the Kanawha Valley, about the year 1727, 

Mrs. Dennis, who was captured by the Indians in 1761, or 1757, 
on the upper James river (now Botetourt county), made her escape, as 
Stated, in 1763. She left the Chillicothc towns in June of that year, 
under pretext of gathering herbs for medicinal purposes. When her 
flight was suspected, she was pursued and fired nt by the Indians, but 
managed to conceal herself in the hollow limb of a fallen tree. Cross¬ 
ing the Ohio river on a log, and subsisting on routs, herbs, and wild 
fruit, she arrived, nearly exhausted with fatigue and hunger, on the 
Greenbrier river. There, after giving up all hope of surviving, she 

I was round by Thomas Athol and others, and taken to the settlement 
al Archibald deadenin' s, called thel,eveis. Remaining at this place 
for a time to recuperate, she was then taken on horseback to Fort 
YonngVfCovingtoti], from whence she was conducted home to her 
wkttofti ui • Jr* 

We have two independent accounts of the immediately succeeding 
occurrences—one by Withers, and the other by Colonel 'John Stuart, 
of Greeubrier, in his “Memoir of the Indian Wars/ We shall main¬ 
ly follow the latter. 

A few days after Mrs. Dennis had gone from Clendenin's, a party 
of about sixty Indian*, headed by Cornstalk, came to the settlement on 
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Modify crwk, one of the only two white settlements in Greenbrier. 

It h supposed that were in pnrsiiit of Mnh P*** 1 "**^ 

They professed to be friendly, and were treated hospitably by the 
white people, who imagined that the war was over. Small parties of 
them were entertained at the various cabins, until* to the astonish¬ 
ment of the unprepared settlers, the savages rose on them and toma- 
hawked all except a few women and children, whom they rese rved as ^ 
prisoners. k 

From Muddy creek the Indians passed over into the I.evels, 
where some families were collected at Clendenin's—numbering between 1 
fifty and one hundred persons, men. women and children. There, j 
says Colonel Stuart, they were entertained, as at Muddy creek, in the 
mast hospitable manner. M Clendenin having just arrived from a 
hunt, with three fid elks, they were plentifully feasted. In the mean- / 1 
time, an old woman with a sore leg, was showing her distress to an r 
Indian and inquiring if be could administer to her relief; he said he 
thought he could, and drawing his tomahawk instantly killed her and 
all the men almost that were in the house. 

••Conrad Yolkom only escaped, by being some distance from the 
house, where the outcries of the women and children alarmed him. j 
He fled to Jackson’s river and alarmed the people, who were unwilling 
to believe him, until the approach of the Indians convinced them. 

All fled before them ; and they pursued on to Carr's creek [now a 
Rockbridge county], where many families w ere killed and taken b y f 
them. . 

•‘ At Clendenin's a scene of much cruelty was performed : and a 
negro woman, who was endeavoring to escape, killed her own child 
lest she might be discovered by its cries. 

•• Mrs Clendenin did not fail to abuse the Indians, calling them 
cowards, etc., although the tomahawk was drawn over her head with 
threats of inataut death, and the scalp of her husband lashed about her 
jaws. 

•• The prisoners were all taken over to Muddy creek, and a party 
of Indiana detained them there till the return of the others from Carr's 
creek, when the whole were taken off together. On the day they 
started from the foot of Keeney » Knob, going over the mountain, Mrs. 
Clendenin gave her infant to a prisoner woman to carry, as the 
prinoners were in the centre of the line with the Indians in front and ' 
rear, and she escaped into a thicket and concealed herself. The cries 
of the child soon made the Indians inquire lor the mother, and one of i 
them said he would bring the cow to the calf.” Taking the child by 
the heels he beat its brains out against a tree and throwing it iu the 
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path the savages and horses trampled over it. “She told me/’ says 
Colonel Stuart, 4 ‘ she returned that night in the dark to her own house, 
a distance of more than ten miles, and covered her husband’s corpse 
with rails which lay in the yard where he was killed in endeavoring to 
escape over the fence with one of his children iti his arms.” Mrs. 
Clendenin seems to have been partially crazed from the beginning of 
the massacre. That night, after giving what burial she could to her 
husband’* body, she was seized with mortal terror, thinking she saw a 
murderer standing over her. Upon recovering her reason, she re¬ 
sumed her flight, and reached the settlements in safety. Colonel 
Stuart states that the Indians continued the war till 1764, making 
incursions within a few miles of Staunton. 

Thus tlje last vestiges of white settlements in the Greenbrier 
country w crecxlcrmlnatcd. The number of whites living there is be¬ 
lieved to have n 6ectTat least a hundred F rom J7 63_to _the 
country was uninhabited. In the latter year John Stuart, who*c nar¬ 
rative we have just quoted, and a few* other young men, made the first 
permanent settlement there. 

Withers makes no mention of either of the massacres of Kerr's 
creek. Stuart merely alludes to the first, in 1763,* writing the name, 
however, “Carr’s” instead of “Kerr’s." For the only detailed ac¬ 
count of these tragedies wc are indebted to the Rev. Samuel Brown, of 
Bath county, who collected the incidents from descendants of the suf¬ 
ferers many years ago. 


The settlement on Kerr's creek, says Mr. Brown, was made by 
white people soon after the grant of land to Borden in 1736. The 
families located there consisting of Cunninghams, McKees, Humil- 
tons, Gilmores, Logans, Irvins, and others, thought themselves safe 
from the dangers of more exposed parts of the country/' 

I The Indians who exterminated the Greenbrier settlements are de- 
scritxni by Colonel Stuart as following Conrad Yolkom to Jackson's 


* There i* much uncertainty a* to the date of one of the Kerr’s creek massa¬ 
cre#. One of them, which Mr, Brown thought was the finit, occurred July 17, 
1758, a* proved by the record in the old Family Bible of the McKee family.— 
Mrs. Jenny McKee is recorded as having died on that day. and it la known that 
she was killed by Indians. But the probability is that this was the second raid, 
and that the first occurred several year* earlier, probably in 1739. Mr. Brown 
merely gathered and published the traditions of the neighborhood, and his nar¬ 
rative is somewhat confusing. There were two Thomas Gilmores, father and non. 
The father and hi* wife, named Elisabeth, were killed in otie of the raids ; the 
son wra* killed in 1753, and his administrator* qualified September 20, 1708. The 
wife of the latter, whose name was Jenny, was carried off by the Indians, but 
afterwards returned home. 
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river, and there Mr. Brown s narrative takes them up. He says, some 
knowledge of their approach had been obtained, and they were met by 
a co m p an y of mm nnder cojninand of Captain Moffett, *t or near the 
mouth of Falling Spring Kelley, in the present connty of Alleghany. 
The whites fell into an ambush, were taken by surprise, and some of 
them slain. Among the slain was James Sitlington, a recent immi¬ 
grant from Ireland. After this, the Indians went some miles down 
Jackson's river, and enme np the valley of the Cowpasturc, to the resi¬ 
dence of n blacksmith named Daugherty. He and his wife and two 
rhildren barely made their escape to the mountain, while their house 
and shop were burned. 

From Daugherty's, the Indians passed up the Cowpastare to a 
point near the site of OUfMillborough. There they divided their com¬ 
pany. the larger party returning westward, and the smaller moving 
towards the settlement on Kerr's creek. 

Let us, like Mr. Brown, first follow the larger band of Indians 
on their retreat. After leaving Millborough, they killed a man whom 
they met in the narrows, at the Blowing Cave, and whose body fell 
into the river. They Crossed the Warm Spring mountain and camped 
at the head of Back* creek. In the meanwhile, a company of men 
hastily raised under command of Captain Christian, was in pursuit of 
this bond of savages, and came upon them at the place last mentioned. 
The assault was made by the whites prematurely ; but, nevertheless, 
the Indians were routed, a number of them killed, and nearly all of 
their equipage was taken. Among the spoils, was the scalp of James 
Sitlington, which was recognized by the flowing locks of red hair. 
Captain John Dickinson, of Windy Cove, and John Young, who lived 
near the church since known as Hebron, were with Captain Christian, 
and also, it is said, some of the young Lewises of Augusta. Thomas 
Young, brother of John, was slain in the fight. His body was buried 
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The people went into the church for the second sermon, when a mes¬ 
senger arrived with the sad tidings from Kerr s creek. 


uni 


dismay . The congregation was dismissed, 
and fled in every direction it was thought would afford them safety.*' 

An account of the second and more disastrous raid upon Kerr's 
creek, said to have occurred about a year after the first, remains to be 
given. The lamentable occurrence just related spread alarm through- I 
out the county. Some perso ns residing in St aunton flpd across the 
Blue Ridge. M caMircs of c t etgticc were K no wry e r, immciUntely adopted. 
AT trie-August court, Andrew Lewis qualifi ed as lieute nant of the 

county, or qiinmmidcr-in ul __H a | _1_ 

qu alified as colonel, and the following persons aa captains : Walter ( 
Cunningham, Alexander McClauahan, William Crow and John 
Boivycr. John McClanahan. Michael Bowyer and David Loug quali¬ 
fied as lieutenants, and James Ward as ensign. 

The Wilson family also suffered severely from an assault by Indi¬ 
ans during the same month. July, 1763. Of this affair wc have an 
account written by Mrs. M argaret Hanna, of Greenbrier county, a t the 
dictation of he r father^ Col . John W Mm. Harms died in 1878, 

at the age of eighty-seven years. Her manuscript having come into 
the hands of Dr. John P Hale, was published by him in The Kanawha 
Gazette , of December 37, 1887, and we extract from it a> follows. The 
scene of the occurrence was in the present county of ‘‘flighland, near 
Stony Run church : 


“Just at this time the Wilsons were erecting a new and larger 
log-house than the original cabin that hitherto served them. 

‘•John had gone to Dickinson’s Fort, not far away, to get some 
help for the house-raising next day ; while William, Jr., (called Thomas 
by others), had gone to a little mill, about a mile distant, to get 
some meal ground foe the house-raising party. 

" Two of the sisters, Margaret and Elizabeth, were out on the 
river bank washing flax-tow ; Mrs. Wilson, who was in feeble health, 
had walked out to where they were at work ; an Irishman had a loom 
in the yard and was weaving ; two of the sisters, Susan and Barbara, 
were in the cabin ironing the family clothes, and the father, with some 
other men, ivere at work on the new house logs, when the attack was 
made. 


41 In returning from the Fort, John encountered the Indians sud¬ 
denly, in n turn of the road. They fired on him, and q bell passed 
through his clothes )u*t tinder his arm, cutting the gusset of his shirt. 
He wheeled his horse quickly and fled back to the Fort to get inline- 
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diatc help to go to the rescue of the family, nncl about twenty returned 
with him. 

" The Indians had passed on to the cabin. The girls at the river 
washing, saw them coming and started to run. and at the same time 
tried to help their mother away, but she told them to go and save 
themselves and leave her. In passing, an Indian threw a tomahawk 
at the old lady, and severely wounded her in the wrist as she threw 
up her hand to save her face. The Indians did not pursue them, but 
hurried on to the cabin. They fired at the Irish weaver, but he escaped 
with a flesh wound in his shoulder. 

•• As they entered the cabin, one of the girls, Barbara, ran out 
and was knocked down and her skull probably fractured, but she was 

\ not scalped. The girl remaining in the cabin, Susan, closed the door, 

Mwi wWw *w \w&v3u\ ^>\xV Yi\?s \yw \jo Wj \.o \\. t 

burned his fingers with a hot smoothing iron. 

“ By this time, the father and his men from the new house foun¬ 
dation came up, and attacked the Indians with hand-spikes and foot- 
adze ; the latter, in the hands of Mr. Wilson, and drove them off. 

“ When John and his party arrived it was dark, and they were 
unable to see what mischief had been done. They ascended an ele¬ 
vated point near by, to see if they could discover any fire-light or 
other evidences of life about the cabin. 

“Seeing none, they concluded or feared that the family had all 
been destroyed. In nearing the cabin other dangers suggested them¬ 
selves; the family had several fierce dogs, which had been trained to 
great watchfulness, some were taught to sleep at the back door of the 
cabin, and some at the front, so os to give warning of approaches from 
either direction ; it also occurred to them that if any of the family sur¬ 
vived, they would have sentries stationed to watch for a possible 
return of the Indians during the uight, and that these sentries might 
fire on them. In the uncertainties, John Wilson himself took, the 
u "' v cuuUmiaiy opproachcd the cabin, and succeeded in reaching it 
without accident or alarm. 

" t'pon entering the cabin he was rejoiced to find his father and 
sister Susan present and unharmed, but was at the same time pained 
to find his sister Barbara badly wounded, and his mother, two sisters, 

his brother William and the Irish weaver all missing, and their fetes 
uuknowu. 

I At early dawn next morning, John and his party started out to 

I search for the missing ones. He tracked his mother by her blood 
about a mile up the river, to where she had alternately walked and 

I crawled, probably not knowing whither she went. W’hcn found she 
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win entirely out of her mind and did not recoguiie her son and friends, 
supposing them to be Indians still pursuing her ; the rallied however, 
and lived for many years afterward. 

•• William, Jr., though he usually wore moccasins, had on the day 
before put on a pair of shoes. Going toward the mill the searchers 
found by his shoe-tracks where he had attempted to run when the I 
Indians disc o vered him—where he had slipped nnd fallen and been < 
captured by them — where, further along, they had tied him to a tree, 
and afterwards loosened him again, nnd taken him off with them. 
His father always thought that if he had had on moccasins instead of 
shoes he would have escaped and avoided capture. His p ursu ers were 
I Jhat he wgfr kh g^oe-track * sign * as cxmipicnott* 

' ’ . -o ns t-- enable them to fo ! !ow the '* ’ they never over¬ 

took him, and he was carried off to the Indian towns beyond the 

i# A returned prisoner reported to the family, some time after, that 
she had seen him at the Chillieothe towns, but was not allowed to talk 
with him. She said he had been adopted by a widow w ho bad lost a 
son, and was kindly treated. He never got home, but died in 
captivity. ” y / 0 

Another account, by John W. Stephenson.^Esq., of Bath, a de 
sccndunt of Colonel John Wilson, is as follow* t 

••John Wilson, on the day of the raid, was returning from 
Staunton, where he had been to get nail* to be used in putting up the 
new house, and had purchased a new hat. When the Indians shot at 
him his hat fell off, and he stopped his horse nnd picked ft up. The 
Indian* were so close he could hear their peculiar frrunt of satisfaction, 
thinking they had killed him. He went to a stockade fort, near 
where Wtlliantuville now is. and got the men to return with him that 
night. One of the men was David Gwin. then about eighteen years of 
age He was afterwards a captain in the Revolution, one of the 
largest land-owners of Bath county, and grandfather of the Rev. 
Daniel W, Gwin, D. D., of Kentucky, a distinguished Baptist 
minister." 

Mr. Stephenson states that the son of William Wilson, who was 
carried off by the Indians, was named Thomas. 

A fragment of a letter, which was probably written by Colonel 
William Preston to his brother-in-law, the Rev John Brown, and pre¬ 
served by Colonel John Mason Brown, of Kentucky, throw* some 
light upon the state of the times. It is dated " Greenfield, 27th July, 
1763." The writer says: 
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M Out situation at present is very different from what it was when 
we had the pleasure of your company in this country* All Roanoke 
river and the waters of Mississippi are depopulated, except Captain 
English with a few families on the New river, who have built a fort, 
among whom are Mr Thompson and his family. They intend to 
make a stand till some assistance be sent them* Seventy five of the 
Bedford militia went out in order to pursue the enemy, but 1 hear the 
officers and part of the men are gone home, and the rest gone to Reed 
creek to help in James Davies and two or three families there that dare 
not venture to travel. \/ 

44 I have built a little fort in which are eighty-seven persons, 
twenty of whom bear arms. We are in a pretty good posture of 
defence, and with the aid of God are determined to make a stand. 
In five or six other places in this part of the county they have fallen 
into the same method and with the same resolution. How long we 
may keep them is uncertain No enemy have appeared here as yet. 
Their guns are frequently heard and their footing observed, which 
makes us believe they will pay us a visit. My two sisters and their 
families are here and all in good health. We bear our misfortunes so 
far with * * * * and ore in great hopes of being relieved. I 
have a thousand things * * * * Captain Christian can’t wait 

* * * I give you joy*" 

The asterisks indicate parts of the letter torn out. 


THR MOFFETTS. 

At an early day in the history of the county there were two 
families of this name in Augusta, which, as far as their respective de¬ 
scendants know, were not at all related. The ancestor of both fami¬ 
lies was named John. One of these John Moffetts was buried in the 
North Mountain grave-yard. Bis son, William, whose wile was 
Elizabeth Gamble, was for many years a leading citizen of the county. 
Some of the descendants of James Moffett, brother of William, reside 
in the Tinkling Spring neighborhood and in Rockbridge. William 
Moffett is said to have been the first August a farmer who raised as 
much as a thousand bushels of wheat in one season.* 

The prominent representative in the county of the other family 
was Colonel George Moffett, who is often mentioned in the Annals, 
and to some members of this family we here particularly refer. 

John Moffett, the ancestor, was amongst the first settlers of the 
county. His wife’s maiden name was Mary Christian, and his chil¬ 
dren were George, Robert. William, John, Mary, Kitty and Hannah. 

* He wu the grandfather of the late William Moffett Tate. 
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At some time prior to 1749.—probably ns early a* 1743,—he left his 
home in Angus** to go to North Carolina, and was never heard of 
afterwards. In the course of time he was presumed to hr dead, proba¬ 
bly killed by the Indians, and his widow, Mary Moffett, qualified US 
his adn tratrix. February 2S. 1740. excct * ‘ in toe penalty 

of /*,(*>, with her brothers, Robert and William Christian, as her sc* 
curitie*. Mrs. Moffett contracted a second marriage, with John 
Trimble* by whom she had one son, James Trimble. 

Col. George Moffett, son of John and Mary Christian Moffett, was 
born in 1715,—His wife was a sister of Colonel S ound McDowell. He 
lived on the Middle River farm, owned for many year* past by the 
Dunlap family, colled Mount Pleasant. and built the stone dwelling 
house still on the place H** was not only prominent during the 
Indian wars and the Revolution, but was so also in civil affairs, hav¬ 
ing been a justice of the peace, an elder in the Presbyterian church, 
and one of the first trustees of Washington College. Lexington. He 
is -aid to have been a man of commanding presence, and eminently re¬ 
ligions He died in 1811, aged seve nt y-six years, and was buried in 
Augusta church graveyard. His children were John, James Me!)., 
Samuel. William, Mrs. General McDowell, of Kentucky. Mr*. Col. 
Jnjicph McDowell, of North Carolina, Mrs. Kirk, of Kentucky, and 
Mrs. James Cochran, of Augusta connty. James McDowell Moffett 
was the lather of the late Mrs. John McCue. and Mrs. Cochran was 
the mother of Messrs. John, George M., and James A. Cochran. 

Two of Col, Moffett's brothers removed to Kentucky in 1783, 
with their half brother, James Trimble and many other Augusta 
penple. Robert Moffett, one of the two, settled in Jessamine county. 
He had two sons, John and George, who were captured by Indians 
sovn after their arrival in Kentucky. The ages of the hoys were 
about six and eight years, respectively. They were taken to the 
Indian town of Piqna, on the Miami river, in Ohio, and John was 
adopted into the family of Tecunweh'a mother. At Wayne’s treaty, 
in 1794, these prisoners were given up. and their father was present 
with the Kentucky troops to receive Imck his long-lost sons. George, 
the younger of the two, was eager to return home ; but John was re¬ 
luctant to leave his Indian mother and friends. He went bock, how¬ 
ever, with hi* father, but was restless and unhappy and finally 
returned to Piqua. There be remained with the Indiana till they sold 
their reservation and removed west of the Mississippi river. 

The late John A. Trimble, of Ohio, in a letter dated Match 31. 
1881, and addressed to Dr. George R. Moffett, of West Virginia, ttys 
that when he was a child, in 1807. he saw John Moffett, who was then 
on his return from a visit to Kentucky. He was in the vigor of man¬ 
hood dressed in Indian costume and traveling on foot. Mr. Trimble 
saw him again In 1828, tit his home near Piqua. lie had lived dur¬ 
ing his lioyhood and youth with Tecurnseh. the celebrated Indian 
chief and seemed much attached to him. At the time of Mr. Trim¬ 
ble’s visit, Moffett hod recently married an elderly lady and settled 
down to civilised life. But in h:s early life he lmd ati Indian wife. 
Mr. Trimble lay*: 
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44 1 was descending the Mississippi in 1819. and landed at a point 
below Memphis called Mill's Landing. Mr. Mills, the pioneer settler 
there, had a trading post with the Mississippi Indians, who were cn- 

eu.myt-.Oi uVnnw \\ie ywt. \no\\urr, r TTYn£»>\^, >W'A5» Wk^. 

Mr. Mills, hearing we were from Kentucky, claimed relationship, his 
wife being a grand-daughter of Robert Moffett, of Woodford Wc 
were invited to his house and my brother at once recognized Mrs. Mills 
as a relative whom he had known fifteen years before in Kentucky. 
She related a strange surprise she had a few evenings before from a 
very old Indian woman. She had noticed for several days the man¬ 
ners of this woman and her dose scrutiny and eager gaze as die 
would meet her. At last she came up to her, exclaiming : " Moffett! 
you are Moffett I ’ Somewhat startled, she called to Mr, Mills, who 
understood the Indian language, and he learned that the woman was 
the repudiated wife of John Moffett, n prisoner among the Indians nt 
Piqua, ‘ long time ago. The woman said she knew Mrs. Mills from 
her likeness to her uncle when he was a boy. She said also that she 
had a son, Wicomicbee. a young Indian chief, so called 4 because his 
father left li 

Mr. Trimble says further, thnt during the Black Hawk war of 
*833, in Northern Illinois, Wicomicbee was employed by General At* 
kinson to recover the captive daughters of Dr. Hull, of Dlinois or 
Missouri, and that he did find and bring them into camp to their 
father. 


THE THIMBLES. 

Five brothers, James, Moses. David, John and Alexander Trimble, 
came to America from Armagh, Ireland, some time between 1740 and 
1744. James and John settled in Augusta county. 

I. James Trimble brought with him to America a certificate of a 
Sir Archibald Atkinson testifying to his good character and qualifica¬ 
tions as a land surveyor. Upon the organization of Augusta county, 
in December, 1745, he was appointed and qualified as deputy county 
surveyor. He married Sarah Kersey, of the CowpoMure, and lived 
uear the site of Lexington. His remains were interred in the Old 
Monmouth graveyard- llis children were six sons and four daugh¬ 
ters. Jane, the oldest daughter, married William McClure; Agnes 
married David Steele, ancestor of the Rockbridge family of that name j 
Sarah married Samuel Steele and removed with him to Tennessee, 
and Rachel married Joseph Caruthers, who also went west. 

John Trimble, son of James, was born August *4, 1749 . an d mar¬ 
ried Mary Alexander, a daughter of Captain Archibald Alexander by 
his second wife. Like his father, he was a surveyor. He died while 
still a young man. leaving one son. named James, bom July 5. 1781, 
who went with his mother to Tennessee, after her second marriage to 
Lewis Jordan. This son, James, came back to Virginia, studied law 
with Judge Coalter at Staunton, and returning to Tennessee, practiced 
his profession at Knoxville and Nashville. He died iu 1824. A son 
of his, named John, was recently living near Nashville. 
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Alexander Trimble, another son of James, was bom February 15, 
1762. married Martha Grigsby, and died in 1816, leaving 110 child. 
He lived at a place called Holly Hill, three miles east of Lexington. 
Hi* widow, n woman of rare intelligence, survived him for more than 
fifty years. To a letter addressed by her in 184,5 to John Trimble, of 
Nashville, we are indebted for must of this family history. 

William Trimble, youngest sou of Jamo, was sheriff of Rock- 
bridge, and died in Staunton iu 1794, when on his way to Richmond 
with taxes collected by hint. 

II, John Trimble, brother of Janies, the surveyor, settled in Au¬ 
gusta on Middle river, about two miles from Churchvillc, five from 
Buffalo Gap, and tight from Staunton. He married Mr*. Mary Mof¬ 
fett, widow of John Moffett, and mother of Colonel George Moffett 
and others. Hi* death occurred in 1764, he having been killed by 
Indian* at the time of the second Kerr’s Creek massacre. His widow 
and his brother. James, qualified as his administrator*, November 20, 
1764. He bad one son. James. 

James Trimble, son of John, was born in Augusta in 1756. When 
a hoy of eight year* of age, at the time his father wa* killed, he and 
others were captured and carried off by Indians. 

On the 18th of March, 1768, George Moffett qualified in the 
County Court as guardian of “James Trimble, orphan of John 
Trimble/* 

When eighteen years of age, iu 1774, James Trimble was a mem* 
ber of Captain George Mathews’ company at the battle of Point 
Pleasant. During the Revolutionary war he wit* Captain of Rifle 
Ranger*, Hi* second wife was Jane Allen, daughter of Captain James 
Allen, of Augusta. In 1785 he, with his family amt many uii«om, rr 
moved to Kentucky and settled in Woodford county. He Itinerated 
his slaves, and was about to remove to Hillsboro, Ohio, when be died, 
m 1804. 

Captain James Trimble and his wife, Jane Allen, had eight chil¬ 
dren. mx son* and two daughters. One of the daughter*, Margaret, 
married her eoudn, James A. McCue, of Augusta, and spent a long 
and honored life iu the county. The other daughter, Mary, married 
John M. Nelson, a native of Augusta, but long a resident of Hills¬ 
boro, Ohio Allen Trimble, oldest son of Captain James Tumble, 
wa* Governor of Ohio from 1826 to 1830. and one of his son* is the 
Rev Dr. Joseph M. Trimble, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
William A. Trimble, another son of Captain Jarae* Trimble, was a 
Major in the war of 1812, Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel in the United 
State* Army till 1819, and a member of the United States Senate from 
Ohio when be died, in 1821, aged thirty-five years. John A, Trimble, 
of Hillsboro, the youngest sou, a gentleman of literary taste and 
accomplifehmcuU, married a daughter of Dr. William Boys, of 
Staunton. 

The large and respectable Trimble family of North Mountain. 
Augusta county, of which the late James R. Trimble aim a prominent 
member, are not related, as far as known, to the family of James and 
John. The John Trimble mentioned as living in the North Mountain 
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neighborhood in 1755, and also in 1775, was probably the ancestor of 
the James B. Trimble family. 

Judge Robert Trimble and his brother, Judge John Trimble, were 
distinguished citizens of Kentucky The former was a member of the 
Supreme Court of the United States when he died, in 1828. A sketch 
of him in Peters' Reports, Volume II, says that he was born in Au¬ 
gusta county in 1777 ; but all the Kentucky authorities stnte that he 
was a native of Berkeley county, Virginia He was probably a grand¬ 
son of one of the three emigrant brothers who did not come to 
Augusta. 


THK BOWYER S. 

Several brothers of this name were among the early settlers of Au¬ 
gusta. Their father, Michael Bowyer, believed to have been of French 
Huguenot descent, died before the year 1761. His sons were— 

1. Thomas Bowyer. He remo% T cd to Botetourt, and in 1780-1 
was a captain in the 8tli Virginia regiment, continental line. After¬ 
wards he was designated as Major Bowyer. He died childless in 

1785- 

2. John Bowyer went to the settlement in Borden*s grant, in 
1753- when quite a yonug man, and at first was a school-teacher, as 
appears from a deposition in an old suit. He. however, soon married 
Magdalene Woods-McDowel 1 -Borden, and became independent. At 
August Court, 1763, he qualified os captain of Augusta militia. He 
was one of the first Justices of Botetourt, in 1770. In 1781, he was 
colonel of Rockbridge militia, [his residence being in that part of 
Botctonrt w r hieh was thrown into Rockbridge on the organization of 
the latter county,] and went with his command to lower Virginia on 
the occasion of Arnold’s invasion. His second wife was Mary Baker, 
of Maryland, aunt or cousin of Mrs. Judge Stuart and Mrs. James 
Lyle of Staunton. He died near Lexington, in 1806, leaving no 
child. He is known us General Bowyer. 

3. William Bowyer was a merchant in Staunton from 1766 to 
1775, and probably longer. In 1772 he was a member of the vestry 
of Augusta parish, and a church warden in 1777. As Lieut. Colonel 
of militia, he commanded a body of men sent to reinforce General Me* 
Intosh on the Ohio river, in August, 1776. The Court Martial of the 
county, on April 15, 1779, fined him £\o for not attending a previous 
meeting. He was Lieut, Colonel of Col. Sampson Mathews' regi¬ 
ment, in the expedition to lower Virginia, in 1781. He was Sheriff of 
Augusta in 1784. His first wife was a daughter of Israel Christian, 
by whom he had a daughter who married a Miller, ancestor of the late 
Fleming Bowyer Miller of Botetourt. His second wife was Margaret 
Ann, daughter of Thomas Lewis, and widow of John McClanahnu, 
(son of the first Robert McCJanahan.) A son of the second wife, 
William C. Bowyer, was a lawyer, and mnrricc! n Miss BtlfWell. Col. 
William Bowyer lived at the place in Staunton now f known as 
Kaloraraa. He died intestate some time before 1808, and his step son, 
John McCJanahan, administered on his estate. 
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4. Michael Bowyer qualified as Lieutenant of militia at August 
court, 1763. At a meeting of the court martial, April, is, 1766, he 
was fined lor attending without a sword. He married Frances Car¬ 
penter, in 1766, the certificate of marriage being signed by the Rev, 
John Jones, and witnessed by Alexander St. Clair and Chris. Graham. 
He was a member of the Vestry in 1773, and of the County Committee 
in 1775. He is said to have lem a lawyer, but early in the Revolu¬ 
tionary war he hail a store in Fincastle. which he left in charge of his 
nephew, Henry Bowycr, to join the army. He was the father of Capt. 
John Bowycr, who lived and died near Lexington, leaving a large 
family, 

3. Luke Bowycr is believed to have been a brother of the former. 
Gen. John Bowycr qualified as his guardian in 1761, and in the official 
bond the ward is described as “orphan of Michael Bovvver.'* He was 
a lawyer, and otic of the two attorneys who qualified to pratlcc at the 
opening of Botetourt County Court, in 1770. 

Col Henry Bowycr was a Revolutionary soldier, and long a prom¬ 
inent citizen of Botetourt, but it is not known whose son he was. Maj. 
Thomas Bowycr speaks in his will of Henry Bowycr as his nephew. 
It is said that when his unde Michael joined the army early iu the 
Revolution, he left his store at Fmcastlc in charge of Henry, who was 
a mere toy. The latter wound up the business in quick time, and 
joined the army himself, serving most of the time with the cavalry 
under Col. William Washington. He was Clerk of the Courts of 
Botetourt from 1791 till 1831, when his son, Henry M. Bowycr, suc¬ 
ceeded him iu office. He died in 1833. 


Colonel William Fleming. 

In August, 1753, the month after Braddock's defeat, William 
Fleming landed in Norfolk. He was educated at the University of 
Edinburg, und nerved for some years as a surgeon in the British Navy. 
Not liking that profession he resigned and came to Virginia* As we 
have seen he was a lieutenant in the Study Crcrk expedition of 1756, 
and acted os surgeon. He wras afterwards appointed ensign in the 
First Virginia Regiment, commanded by Washington. In 1758, he 
was commissioned lieutenant, and served in the campaign* of Forbes 
and Abercrombie. Be was made captain in 1760 and stationed at 
Staunton, it is said. After his mamage. in 1763, to a daughter of 
Israel Christian, lie resumed at Staunton the practice of tucdiciuc and 
sorcery. 

Captain Fleming (t>o called in the record-book) was chosen a 
Vestryman of Augusta parish. November 24. 1764, in place of John 
Mathew*! deceased, and continued to serve in that office till June 37, 
1769. The records of the Vestry show that he was repeatedly allowed 
payment of bills for professional services to the t>oor, ami from his 
private account took* it apt wars that he was often cn lied to visit 
patients iu Bedford county. In the fall of 1769 he removed to the new 
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county of Botetourt, of which he was one of the first justices of the 
peace. 

He commanded the Botetourt regiment at Point Pleasant in 1774. 
In I779-‘8 o he was a member of the Continental CougTess at Phila¬ 
delphia, and was the only person from west of the Blue Ridge who sat 
in that body* Being a member of the Governor's Council in 1781, he 
acted as chief executive of the State for a time during that year, in 
the temporary absence from Richmond of Mr. Jefferson. 

It is said that he was repeatedly sent by the Government to Ken¬ 
tucky as commissioner to settle land claims, etc., but never removed 
from Virginia. His death occurred in 1795. at his residence, called 
Bellmont, near the present town of Roanoke, and his remains were in¬ 
terred in the ty burial ground. 

The children of Col. Fleming were, 1. John, who never married; 

2. William, who married Sally -; 3. Leonnrd J , who married 

Mary, a daughter of Col. William Bovvyer; 4. Priscilla, wife of Samuel 
Wilson; 3. Dorothy, wife of James Bratton; 6. Eliza, wife of Samuel 
G. Ramsey; and 7. Anne, wife of the Rev. Dr. George A. Baxter. 


Fort Defiance is the name of a station on the Valley Railroad, 
about nine miles north of Staunton. The name has given rise to the 
belief that n fort stood on the spot during the Indian wars of the 
eighteenth century. Some imaginative or credulous persons under¬ 
take to tell about the people congregating there in times of danger, of 
the investment of the place by Indians, and of its defence on one or 
more occasions. But no fort was ever built there, and the name is of 
comparatively recent origin. For this statement wc hnve the authority 
of the venerable Adam Link, who lived at the place and conducted 
the mercantile business there for many years, and who remembers 
when the name originated. The Old Stone church, four or five hun¬ 
dred yards south of "Fort Defiance, M was fortified during the early 
times referred to, but, as far as known, was never assailed by an 
enemy, The report that there was a subterranean passage from the 
church to the spring is entirely untrue. 


CHAPTER VII. 

INDIAN WARS, ETC., IN 1764. 

Wc now rapidly approach the end of Indian trouble* in Augusta 
county. A* white population advanced, the lavage* receded, and the 
people of Augusta, as it now is, were delivered from danger and 
alarm. Indeed, none of the massacres, of which wc have given an 
account, occurred within the present limits of the county ; hut the 
frccuc* of disaster being, at the various times mentioned, parts of the 
county, the incidents coakJ not be omitted in our history. He pre¬ 
sume no reader will think we have devoted too much space to the his¬ 
tory of these time*. The events related were of thrilling interest. 
The narrative shows what toil and suffering our ancestors endured to 
obtain homes for themselves, and to transmit a goodly heritage to us. 
As we now sit under oar vine and fig tree, with none to molest or 
make us afraid, let us devoutly thank God for present peace and 
safety. 

We find in Mrs. Floyd's nnrrative n brief account of on assault by 
Indians on the home of David Ctoyd, which was In the present county 
o( Montgomery. Colonel William Preston, who then lived nt Green¬ 
field, had gone to Staunton, in March, 1764, when one day, early in 
the morning, Mrs. Preston was startled by the report of two guns in 
quick succession in the direction of a neighbor's house half a mile dis¬ 
tant. Presently Joseph Cioyd rode up on a plow horse with the gear¬ 
ing on and related that Indians had killed his brother John, had shot 
at him (the powder burning his shirt), and having gone to the house 
had protubly killed his mother. Mrs. Preston immediately sent a 
young man who lived at her house to notify the garrison of a small 
fort on Craig's Creek, and then despatched a white man and two 
negroes to Mr. Cloyd's. The latter found Mrs. Cioyd tomahawked in 
three places, but still alive and conscious. She told about the assault 
by the Indians, their getting drunk, ripping up the feather bed*, and 
carrying off the money. One of the Indians wiped the blood from her 
temple* with a corn-cob. saying, M Poor old woman ! 11 She died the 
next morning. 

The paper* in a law suit tried in the County Court of Augusta, 
in 1766, give the sequel to the above story. The Indian* carried off 
upwards of £2 00 in gold and silver. They were pursued by a party 
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of the militia, and one of them was killed on John's creek, at a dis¬ 
tance of thirty miles or more from Cloyd’s house. The dead Indian 
was found in possession of ,£137, 18s. A dispute arose among the 
militia as to whether the money belonged to them or to Cloyd, and un¬ 
til the question should be settled, the coin was deposited iu the hands 
of James Montgomery. It was distributed liy Montgomery to the 
militia, many of whom, however, returned their portion* to Cloyd , to 
the amount of £ 1 06, 17s. 2d Cloyd thereupon paid to each of the 
men who returned the money, the sum of thirty shillings ($5), the re¬ 
ward he had previously offered, and sued Montgomery for the re¬ 
mainder—,£31, lod. The suit was decided November 27, 1766, iu 
favor of Cloyd, but an appeal was taken to the General Court, and we 
do not know the result. Gabriel Jones was attorney for Cloyd, and 
Peter Hogg for Montgomery. 

It is interesting to see the names of the coins then in circulation. 
The sum of ^137, 19s. 8 V 5 d. was made up os follows; l4 i3 Double 
Loons, 36 Pistoles, 1 Half Double Loon, 4 Guineas, 4 Loodores, 16 
Round Pistoles, 3 Half Pistoles. 2 Half Johannas, 9 Dollars, and some 
small silver/ 1 " - 

The pistole was a Spanish coin, worth $3.60 ; the doubloon was 
also Spanish, and worth $7.20; the guinea was English, and worth 
$4. 66; the louis-d’or, called loodore, was French, worth $4.44 ; and 
the Johannas, called joe, was Portngcsc, worth $8. 

In the year 1764, William Kinkcad lived near the source of the 
Big Calfpasture river, Augusta county, his family consisting of his 
wife and two children, a boy and a girl.—The story is, that because 
of the insecurity of the times, the neighbors had brought their valuable 
possessions to Ktnkead’s house, it being larger and a safer hiding 
place than their own dwellings. This fact became known, and led to 

Indians. 

On the 14th of April, 1764, Kinkead being out on his farm, his 
home was beset by a party oi savages. His wife, finding that escape 
was impossible, with extraordinary heroism, assisted the Indians in 
their hurried preparations to leave, so that they might get off before 
her hustamd'* return, and danger to his life be avoided.—When he 
came back, his wife and children had been carried off. 

Nothing was heard of the captives till after Bouquet's treaty of 
November, 1764. when Mrs. Kinkead, with other prisoners, was de¬ 
livered up in pursuance of the stipulation. She carried in her arms an 
infant daughter borti during her captivity, July 25, 1764. Her ac¬ 
count of the two older children was, that the boy kept up with the 
party on their return to Ohio for several days ; but he was put in 
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the immediate charge of a young Indian, who seemed to take pleasure 
its tormenting the child, often pushing him back and fordng him to 
reclimb banka and steep places. By this system of treatment the little 
captive became exhausted and unable to proceed as at first. He was 
then tomahawked and killed in his mother’s presence, one of the 
Indiana, however, having the humanity to cover her eyes that she 
might not witness the spectacle. The daughter was separated from 
her mother about the time the infant was born. Her name was 
Isabella. She was not recovered by her parents till some time after 
her mother's release, When brought to the rendezvous, she was 
dressed in skins and clung to the skirt of a squaw. So changed was 
she in appearance lhAt even her mother failed to recognize her at first, 
but finally identified her by a scar on her foot, where she had been 
bled.—She grew up, married Andrew Hamilton, and has many 
descendants. 

Mrs. Kinkcad stated that the Indians treated her personally with 
kindness, and that at the time of her confinement everything possible 
was done for her comfort. The maiden name of Mrs. Kinkcad was 
Eleanor Guy. Her maternal grand-father was in the siege of 
Londonderry.• 

William Kinkead was captain of a company sent to protect the 
frontier in 1777. He also commanded a company in Col. Sampson 
Mathews* regiment which served in lower Virginia, in 1781, having 
Jacob Warwick as hi* Lieutenant. He sold his farm in 1789, aud re¬ 
moved to Kentucky, where he died in 1820. 

Thomas Gardiner, Jr., lived on a farm lying on Dry Brunch, 
Augusta county, two and a half miles northeast of Buffalo Gap, where 
John A. Lightncr now lives. According to tradition, he and his 
mother were killed by Indians, bnt exactly when is not known. His 
wife, Rebecca, qualified as administratrix of his estate, June 19, 1764: 
and it is p res um ed that his death occurred a short time before that 
date. Tradition states that, on a Sunday evening, he went out to see 
after a cow and calf, and was killed at the spring, within a hundred 
yards of his dwelling. No one knows by whnt means his wife and 
children escaped, nor where his mother was when killed. He had two 
sons, one of whom. Samuel, was the ancestor of the Mint Spring 
Gardiners. The other, Francis, was a soldier of the Revolution, who 
died July 26, 1842, father of the late lames and Samuel Gardiner and 
others. 

•For most of the facts of this narrative, we sre indebted to Miss Kliubeth 
Shelby Kmlr.nl. of Lexington. Kentucky, s daughter of Judge William B. Kin¬ 
kcad, and great-grand-daughter of William Kinkcad; and to the Hon. John S. 
Wise, whoac wife is a descendant of Andrew and Isabella Hamilton. 
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Thomas Gardiner was a near neighbor of Alexander Crawford, 
who also wa9 killed by Indians, as will be related. Their dwellings 
were about two miles apart. Gardiner was killed before June 19, 
1764, as stated, and possibly Crawford's death occurred at the same 
time. If the Indians came through Buffalo Gap, they must have 
passed Crawford's dwelling to reach Gardiner's, and it would seem 
unaccountable that the one should be taken and the other left. But 
the proceedings of Indians were often us eccentric as the devastations 
of a spring frost, which cuts down otic stnlk of corn and passes over 
another. 

We have no information of any Indian raid into the county in the 
early summer of 1764, except the fact of the Gardiner massacre, just 
mentioned. This massacre may have been perpetrated by a single 
Indian, who penetrated by himself into the settlement. It is not said, 
however, that even one Indian was seen by a white man at that time, 
and a white ruffian may have committed the murders for the sake 
of plunder. An old story says that Gardiner had money buried in an 
iron pot, which his descendants could never find. Quite recently an 
empty ancient pot was found on the premises, having been washed out 
by a freshet, and it is thought to give color to the story. 

No doubt, the violent acts of lawless whites were sometimes attri¬ 
buted to Indians. The ancestor of the "Stone Church Bells" and his 
wife were ruthlessly murdered by a white man, but at what date Is not 
known. It may have been before 1764.—The circumstance is thus 
related by Thomas Bell of Greenbrier, the oldest survivor (in 1892) of 
the family : 

The old couple, Joseph Bell and wife, were sitting in their dwell¬ 
ing on a certain day—their only son, also named Joseph, having gone 
to a blacksmith’s shop • but two female white servants being present. 
A white male “ indentured " servant also belonged to tbc family, and 
wished to marry one of the females referred to, but Mrs. Bell opposed 
the match on account of the bad character of the man, and thus in¬ 
curred his ill-will. This man came in from a field on the day rclerred 
to, saying that he had finished his work. Mrs. Bell was spinning line 
A&x, tiu&Vhc man enquhred what she proposed to make. She replied 
that she intended to weave linen grave-clothes for her husbaml atul 

herself, if she lived long enough. “ Do you think you will live long 
enough ? M said the man, and, remarking that he would go out and kill 
a squirrel, took down the gun. Going to the door, he turned and 
fired at Mrs. Bell, mortally wounding her and instantly killing her 
husband. Mrs. Bell died the next day. The snau fled and was never 
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captured. If there had been no withers to the tragedy, it wooM 
probably have been attributed to Indians. 

In October. 1764. says Withers, [-Bordet Warfare , pages 72, 73,J 
about fifty Delaware and Mingo warriors ascended the Great Sandy 
and came over on New river, where they separated—one party going 
towards the Roanoke and Catawba (a small stream in Botetourt coun¬ 
ty), and the other in the direction of Jackson's river, in Alleghany. 
They were discovered by three white men, who were trapping on New 
river,— Swope, Pack and Pitmnn,—who hastened to give warning, but 
the Indians were ahead of them, and their effort was iti vain. The 
savages who came to Jackson's river passed down Dunlap's creek, and 
crossed the former stream above Fort Young. They proceeded down 
that river to William Carpenter’s, where there was a stockade fort in 
charge of a Mr. Brown. Meeting Carpenter near his bouse they killed 
him, and coming to the house captured a young Carpenter and two 
Browns, small children, and one woman. The other people belonging 
to the place were at work some distance off, and therefore escaped. 
Despoiling the house, the savages retreated precipitately by way of 
the Greenbrier and Kanawha rivers. 

The report of the gun when Carpenter was killed, was heard by 
those who were away at work, and Brown carried the alarm to Fort 
Young. The weakness of the garrison at this fort caused the men 
there to send the intelligence to Fort Dinwiddle/ where Captain 
Andley Paul f commanded. Captain Paul immediately began a pur* 
suit with twenty of his men. On Indian creek they met Pitman, who 
hnd been running all the day and night before to warn the garrison at 
Fort Young. He joined in the pursuit, but it proved unavailing. 
This party of Indians effected their escape. 

As Captain Paul and his men were retnrning they encountered the 
othrr party of Indians, who had been to Catawba, and committed some 
murders and depredations there. The savages wpf discovered about 
midnight, encamped on the north bank of New River, opposite an 
island at the mouth of Indian creek. Excepting some few who were 
watching three^paoners, recently taken on Catawba, they were lying 

• Fort Wnwiddie wu on Jackson's river, fire miles west of the Warm U 
Springs. It was called also Warwick’s fort and Byrd's fort. Washington visited 
it is the fsll of 17M. coming from Fort Cumberland, on s tour of Inspection* 
There wu no road between the two points, bat the trail be is said to have pur¬ 
sued is still pointed out, 

t Cspt. Paul's daughter Ann, who married James Taylor, was the mother of 
the widely-known Missionary Bishop William Taylor, of the Methodist church, 
who was born in Rockbridge county, in IS2J. 
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around n fire, wrapped in skins and blankets. Pnul'p men, not know* 
ing there were captives among the Indians, fired into the midst of 
them, killing three, and wounding several others, one of whom 
dTcvwxked Ydm*eY£ to preserve Yus The iemava\n£ 

down the river and escaped. 

The three white captives were rescued on this occasion, and taken 
to Fort Dinwiddle. Among them was Mrs. Catherine Gunn, an Eng¬ 
lish lady, whose husband and two children had been killed two days 
before, on the Catawba. The Indians lost all their guns, blankets 
and plunder. 

Young Carpenter, one of the prisoners captured on Jackson's 
River, came home some fifteen years afterwards, and became Doctor 
Carpenter, of Nicholas county. The younger Brown was brought 
home in 1769, ami was afterwards Colonel Samuel Brown of Green¬ 
brier. The elder Brown remained with the Indians, took an Iudian 
wife, and died in Michigan in 1815. It is said that he took a con¬ 
spicuous part in the war of 1812-14. 

We pause here to give the sequel of the above story, as related by 
the late Colonel John G. Gamble, premising that Colonel Gamble's 
mother was a sister of Colonel Samuel Brown's wife. 

Colonel Gamble says: "The last time I visited Colonel Brown I 
met there Colonel Browu’s aged mother, u Mrs. Dickinson, a second 
time a widow. She was a very sensible and interesting old lady, arid 
at that time could think and speak only of her long-lost first-born, 
who had been to sec her some time before ray visit. 

"Colonel Brown's father had formerly lived in what is now Bath 
county, then a frontier settlement. In one of the inroads made by the 
Indians, they pounced upon a school*house near Mr. Brown’s residence, 
killed the teacher, captured the children, and among them Colonel 
Brown’s elder brother, then a little white-headed chap, and carried 
him off; and for more than fifty years afterwards he was not heard of. 
The child fell to the lot of an Indian who lived on Lake Huron, and 
thither he was taken. Some time afterwards a French trader, who 
had married and lived among the Indians, bought the boy, adopted 
him, and taught him to read. The lad, grown up, married a squaw 
and became a chief. He had remembered and retained his name of 
• Brown,' and the circumstances of his capture were such as not to be 
obliterated from his memory. Fifty years afterwards, upon a meeting 
of the Indians and whites for the purpose of ranking a treaty, he met 
with a man who knew his family, and assured him that his mother 
was still living. The old chief at once determined to visit her, and, 
attended by a son and daughter and some of his warriors, came to his 
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fcrrthff‘1, In Greenbrier, and remained <nrne months with hi* family. 
What a meeting between the aged mother and her lotig-lost wo ! 

“ Every effort was made to induce him to remain, but of course 
unavailing; for no Indian chief was ever prevailed upon to exchange 
his mode of life for a residence among the white*. 

" Hi* son and daughter were described to me a* l>eing fine speci¬ 
mens of their race, and the daughter as possessing uncommon beauty. 
Much persuasion was used to retain her; but the girl was in love, and 
wai to be made the wife of a young chief on her return home. How 
could they expect her to remain ? 

M At the death of their father, Brown, the law of primogeniture 
was in force in Virginia, and the old chief was the legal owner of all 
the paternal property, which was in fact nearly all that Colonel J 
Bmwn processed. The old chief was made acquainted with hia rights, 
and before hia departure conveyed to his brother all hi* title in the 
property/* 

It will be observed that Colonr! Gamble make* no allusion to the 
taking off and rrtum of the younger Brown. Moreover, the interval 
of fifty year* between the capture and return of the older brother is 
inconsistent with the dates given by other*. Without attempting to 
reconcile discrepancies, we resume our narrative. 

Wither* is silent in regard to an Indian raid upon Kerr'* creek, 
in 1764. or at any time. He refers, as wc have seen, to an assault 
upon the settlement on Catawba, in Botetourt, in October, 1764, but 
this, if he l* correct, was by Delawares and Mingocs. The Rev. 
Samuel Brown states that the second Kerr s creek massacre was per¬ 
petrated by Shawnee*, and in regard to this there can be no doubt, as 
the prisoners carried off. some of whom returned, would know to what 
tribe the Indians belonged. In his published narrative, Mr. Brown 
mentions October 10, 1765, as the date of the inroad ; but he is now 
satisfied that it occurred at least a year earlier, probably in the fall of 
1764- 

The people on Kerr's creek had repaired the losses they sustained 
in 1763, a* lar as possible. For some time, says Mr. Brown, there 
hod been vague reports of Indians on the warpath, but little or no un¬ 
easiness was excited. At length, however, the savages came, but 
more cautiously than before. They crossed the North mountain and 
camped at a spring in a secluded place, where they remained a day or 
two. Some one diicovered their moccasin tracks in a corn-field, and 
then, from the top of a hill, aaw them in their cauip. Their uumber 
U auppoaed to have been from forty to fifty. 
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tree the brains of a sick and fretful infant and threw the body* over the 
shoulders of a young girl, who was put to death the next day. On 
another day an infant was sacrificed, by having a sharpened pole 
thrust through its body, which was elevated in the air, and all 
the prisoners made to pass under it. 
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After crafting the Ohio, the Indians, elated with their success, 
demanded that the captives should sing for their entertainment, and it 
is said that Mrs. Gilmore struck up. with plaintive voice, the 137th 
Psalm of Rouse'* version, then in use in all the churches— 

" On fcitwt't itrvam wt sat «nd wrpt, 

When Zion we thought on. 

In mUUL thereof we hanged our harps, 

The willow tree thereon. 

M For there a song requested they, 

Who did us captive take ; 

Our spoilers called for mirth and said 
A song of Zion sing w 

The Indians then separated into several parties, dividing the 
prisoners amongst themselves. Mrs. Gilmore and her »on, John, fell to 
one party and her two daughters to another. The lust ahe ever heard 
of the latter was their cries as they were torn from her. No intelli¬ 
gence was ever received in regard to their fate. After some time, the 
mother and son were also parted, she being sold to French traders and 
the boy retained by the Shawnees. Finally he was redeemed and 
brought hock by Jacob Warwick to Jacksou’s river, where he remained 
till his mother's return, when they were united at the old homestead. 

A number of other captives were eventually found and brought 
back by their friends, among them Mary Hamilton, who had a child 
in her arms when the attack was made at the spring. She hid the 
child in the weeds and fouud its bones there when she returned. 

Alexander Crawford and his wife were murdered by Indians, in 
October. 1764, it i* believed. AH we know certainly in regard to 
Crawford'* latter days is. that he was alive February' *#. *762, when 
he became one of the securities of Thomas Gardiner, jr., in a 
guardian'* bond; and that he was dead by November court, 1764, 
when hi* Administrator qualified. 

Hi* wife'* maiden name was Mary McPhectcrs. He acquired an 
extensive tract of land iu Augusta, covering a part of the Little North 
mouutoin. and extending Car out into the plain. It embraced sixteen 
hundred and forty acre*. His dwelling stood on a knoll, at the eastern 
base of the mountain, and looked out towards the rising sun on a wide 
tract of level land. It was beautiful for situation." The spot is 
about two mile* northeast of Bufiato Gap, and a hundred yards south 
of the present residence of Baxter Crawford, a great-grand sou of 
Alexander and Mary. The site of the house is now marked by a 
thicket, surrouudiug a pile of uuhewn stone* which composed the 
chimney. 
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Here Alexander and Mary Crawford had eleven children, seven 
sons and four daughters. They had an abundance of all the good 
things the times and country afforded, and until the Indian wars arose, 
lived in peace and plenty. They belonged to a God-fearing race, and 
doubtless walked in the old ways of their pious ancestors. The father 
and mother, were, however, both slaughtered by savages, on their 
premises, with no human eye near enough to witness the tragedy. 

Much uncertainty has existed as to the date of the occurrence. 
But at November County Court, 1764, William McPheetem qualified 
as administrator of Alexander Crawford, and, although some of the 
latter’s descendants insist upon an earlier date, it seems highly prob¬ 
able, if not absolutely certain, that the slaughter was perpetrated in 
October of the year meutioued. 

The rumor had gone abroad that an invasion by Indians was 
threatened, and all the Crawford family had taken refuge in a house 
at the Big Spring. This house was called a fort, being better able to 
resist an attack than most dwellings of the period, and was often re¬ 
sorted to by the people around in time of danger. It is probably the 
ancient stone house, still standing and used as a dwelling, on the 
south side of Middle river, two miles south of the present village 
of Churchville, and about three miles from Alexander Crawford's. 
It has long been known as the "old Keller house." The windows 
are few in number and very narrow, hardly more than a foot wide. 

Ou the day of the slaughter, early in the morning, it is said, 
Alexander Crawford and his wife returned home to procure a supply 
of vegetables, while two of their sons, William and John, went upon 
the mountain to salt the horses which had been turned out to graze. 
From their elevation on the side of the mountain, the two youths saw 
the smoke and flames of the burning homestead. 

We may imagine that the men of the neighborhood were some* 
what slow to assemble. No one knew but his house would be at¬ 
tacked next, and every man felt it necessary to protect his own family 
if possible. When the people rallied and repaired to the Crawford 
place, the dwelling had been consumed by fire. The charred re¬ 
mains of Alexander Crawford were found in the ashes, showing that 
he had been killed in the house. His wife’s body was found outside, 
and it was inferred that she had attempted to escape, but was over¬ 
taken aud tomahawked. The remains of both were gathered up and 
buried in the Glebe graveyard. 

The sale bill of Alexander Crawford’s personal estate amounted to 
^333. about $1,114, a larger sum than was common at that 

day. We meutiou as some indication of the state of the times, 
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that amort* the articles sold by the administrator were a atil! and a 
wolf trap. AH the family records and other household effects 
perished with the dwelling. 

In 1764, John Trimble lived on Middle river, two miles from 
Churchville, five from Buffalo Gap, and seven from Staunton, or 
thereabout. His white family consisted of himself and wife and his 
son James, a boy. His step-daughter, Mrs. Kitty Moffett Estill, 
was also with the family at the time of the occurrence to be 
related. 

One writer puts the date as 1752; another 1758; a third 1770; and 
fourth, 1778.—The incident occurred, however, in 1764, during the 
last Indian raid into the county. All accounts agree in the statement 
that John Trimble was killed at the time of Mrs. Esritl's capture, and 
the records of the connty show that his death occurred in the fall of 
1764.—The probability is that the Indians who murdered Alexander 
Crawford and his wife, proceeded down to Middle river a few miles 
and fell upon the Trimble family. 

Besides the date of this occurrence, there is much diversity of 
statement in regard to many of the circumstances. The memoir of 
Mm. Jane Trimble, wife of Captain James Trimble, written by her 
grandson, the Rev. Joseph M. Trimble, D. D., gives the most detailed 
account of the affair which we have seen. The author states that a 
white man named Dickinson, who had fled from Virginia to escape 
punishment for crime, entered the Valley nt the head of thirty 
Indians, and encouraged them in their cruel work. They raided the 
dwelling of John Trimble, and killed him as he was going out in the 
morning to plow. James, then about eight years old, his half-sister, 
Mrs. Estill, and a negro boy were taken prisoners. Mr. Estill, 
according to this account, was wounded, but escaped. Where Mrs. 
Trimble and other members of the family were at the time, or how 
they escaped, is not stated. The Indians must have passed the old 
Keller honse in coming from Alexander Crawford's to John Trimble's. 
The Trimble dwelling was stripped by the Indians of its most valuable 
contents, and then burned. Four horses were taken and loaded with 
the plunder. The Indians, with their prisoners and horses, retreated 
to a cave in the North Mountain, where they had arranged to meet 
two other divisions of their party. They traveled all night and met 
their comrades in the morning, who had secured prisoners and pluuder 
in other settlements. The united bands prosecuted their retreat with 
great rapidity for five days and nights. 

The statement that Trimble was going out to plow when the 
Indians assailed him is a local tradition. 
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The morning after the murder of John Trimble. Captain George 
Moffett, his step-son, and the brother of Mrs, Estill, was in pursuit of 
the enemy, with twenty-five men collected during the previous night. 
The Indians had fifteen hours' start, but Moffett and his party rapidly 
gained on them. The fact that the pursuers moved more rapidly than 
the pursued was a welt known one in Indian warfare, the latter being 
generally encumbered and losing time in the effort to conceal their 
trail. In the morning of the 6fth day, the whites in front of their 
party discovered the Indians ou a spur of the Alleghany Mountain, 
and upon a consultation it was concluded to pause in the pursuit and 
make an attack after dark. 

The Indians had stopped at a spring near the foot of the moun¬ 
tain. Their food was exhausted, and Dickinson had gone in search of 
game. Moffett’s party were within a mile of the savages, and 
stealthily drawing nearer, when they were startled by the report of a 
gun. Supposing they had been discovered, the whites dropped their 
knapsacks and started in a run towards the Indians. They had gone 
only a few hundred yards when a wounded deer bounded across their 
path. One of the men struck the animal in its face with his hat, 
which caused it to turn and run back. Another report of a gun and a 
whoop, satisfied the whites that one of the Indian party had killed the 
deer, and that the whoop was a call for help to carry it into camp. An 
Indian on horseback was immediately seen approaching at a rapid 
pace. The whites, concealed in tall grass, were not discovered by him 
till he was in the midst of them ; and they dispatched him in an in¬ 
stant, before his companions in camp were aware of their approach. 

Some of the prisoners were tied with tugs, while the women and 
boys were uitconfiued. Mrs. Estill was sitting on a log sewing 
raffles on a shirt of her husband, at the bidding of the Indian who 
claimed her as his prize. James Trimble was at the spring getting 
water. The Indians had barely time to get their guns before the 
whites were upon them. At first, most of the startled prisoners ran 
some distance, and, becoming mingled with the Indians, it was 
impossible for the rescuers to fire ; but discovering their mistake, they 
turned and ran to their friends. Then the firing began on both sides. 
The negro boy was shot, and from the blood discovered on the trail of 
the flying Indians, it was evident that several of them were wounded. 

Moffett and his party desisted from the pursuit, and collecting the 
stolen property and removing to a distance, spent the night. Early 
the next morning they began their homeward journey. The Indians, 
however, rallied, and getting ahead of the whites sought to ambush 
them in a narrow pass. In this they failed, as also in another at- 
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tempt of the same kind, in a laurel thicket. They then fell to the 
rear and followed the white* for several day* ; but being foiled in all 
their scheme*, they turned off to an unprotected settlement, which was 
assailed in their usual manner. The Augusta men reached home un¬ 
hurt, except one, who was wounded in the mountain pass, and was 
carried on a litter. The loss of the Indians was six killed and several 
badly wounded. 

Such is the account given in the memoir of Mrs. Trimble. 

In Collins' History of Kentucky (volume II, page 767), we find 
a sketch of Captain James Trimble, which gives a different version of 
the affair. The writer of this account states that the prisoners were 
captured by a party of nine Indians, led by a half-breed named Dick¬ 
son ; that immediately after the capture, James Trimble was adopted 
as a son by Dickson ; that Captain Moffett raised a party of eighteen 
men. and overtook the Indians near the present White Sulphur 
Springs; and that at the first fire all the Indians were killed, except 
Dickson, who escaped. 

Tlic late John A. Trimble, of Ohio, a son of Captain James 
Trimble, in one of his numerous and interesting communication* to the 
Htilsboro (aiette, gave a third account of the affair. Describing 
a trip he made on horseback from Mossy Creek, in Augusta county, to 
his home in Ohio, probably in 1827, Mr. Trimble said : 

I wits soon in the wild pass of the North Mountain, and ap¬ 
proaching Buffalo Gap, in the vicinity of the early home of my father, 
when 1 Overtook a venerable old gentleman on horseback, who gave 
me his name, William Kincaid.* and inquired iny name and residence. 
He said the nnme was familiar; he had known a Captain James 
Trimble who was a native of Augusta. When informed that he was 
my father, the old gentlemen was startled; he stopped hi* horse and 
shook hands moat cordially. * Is it possible f ’ he exclaimed. * Why. 
I was a young man of eighteen when your father was a prisoner, with 
his sister, young Mr*. Edmondson, afterwards Estill. and I was one of 
the twelve men who went with Colonel George Moffett in pursuit, and 
rescued the prisoners away across the Alleghanic*. Why, it seems a* 
fresh to my memory as of yesterday, and wc are now within a few 
miles of where your grandfather was killed and his house pillaged by 
Dickson and his ferocious band of Shawnee*. But we had our revenge, 
and Dickson, their leader, with a boy, were the only ones who es¬ 
caped from our rifles, for we took them completely by surprise, feast - 

• ThU wii a different person from the William Kincaid mentioned elsewhere. 
The person encountered by Mr, Trimble, continued to live in Augusta and died 
hem in 1*27, The other removed to Kentucky, and died there in 1820. 
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ing and sleeping around their campfire.’ ” Mr. Kincaid said that “ at 
one time Colonel Moffett seemed discouraged, having lost the trail, 
when, fortunately, one of the men found the blue-worsted garter of 
Mrs. Edmondson hanging on a bush, where she had placed it while 
traveling at night.” 

Kincaid and James Trimble were both members of Captain George 
Mathews’ company at Point Pleasant, in 1774. 

We may add that a family of ” Edmistons" lived in the county 
as early as 1746, but we have no information other than the above 
that Kitty Moffett was the widow of one of them when she married 
Benjamin Estill. 

We have still another account of the killing of John Trimble and 
capture of his son and step-daughter, embraced in a letter written by 
Mt. Jo\*u A. TrlralAc, March 2&, 1643* 

In this letter Mr. Trimble gives the date as 1770, an error of six 
years, his grandfather having been killed in 1764.* He says his father, 
James Trimble, and a negro boy named Adam, while plowing corn, 
were surprised by a party of Indians and made prisoners. [It is 
probable that the negro was plowing for wheat , as James Trimble was 
too young at the time to hold the plow, being only eight year 3 old, 
and the season (October) was too late for com.] The alarm was 
given at the house by the horses running off, and, suspecting the 
cause, the father, John Trimble, proceeded with his gun to reconnoitre. 
The Indians, having secured the prisoners and left them in charge of 
several lads, started to the house. On the way they encountered John 
Trimble in a strip of woods, and shot and scalped him. His wife es¬ 
caped from the dwelling and concealed herself near enough to witness 
the plundering and burning of the premises. Mrs. Estill (so called 
here by Mr. Trimble) was enceinte, and being unable to fly was made 
prisoner. Nothing is said in reference to Mr. Estill. 

While this was going on, the young Indians were amusing them¬ 
selves by throwing their tomahawks at the tree to which James 
Trimble was tied, often just missing his head. 

•Statements on preceding page* show that the author whs Rorely perplexed 
in regard to dates. From as full investigation as he can make, he think* it 
probable dial the second Kerr’s Creek massacre occurred in October, 170*1. He is 
satisfied that Alexander Crawford and John Trimble were killed in that month. 
Crawford owned a large amount of personal property, and hta representative 
would naturally qualify as soon as possible to take care of the estate.—His 
administrator qualified at November court, 1704, as did Trimble's administrator. 
At first view it seems unaccountable that war parties of Indians should invade the 
settlements at the very time that Bouquet was on the march to assail their towns; 
but probably small parties of raiders came with the hope of inducing Bouquet to 
turn back for the defence of the frontiers. 
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The account given by Mr. Trimble in this letter, of the retreat of 
the Indians, the pursuit by Captain Moffett, and the rescue of the 
prisoners, is substantially the same as that given by the Rev. Dr. 
Trimble. He. however, says nothing about “a cave in the North 
Mountain," or any other parties of Indians, and says the number of 
men with Moffett was fifteen or twenty. The number of Indians he 
puts at eight or nine. 

Dickson is said to have been a renegade half-blood Indian, who 
was well-known to the white settlers, among whom he had lived for 
several years. When hostilities broke out he joined a band of Shaw- 
nees, and became a formidable leader. He had often been at John 
Trimble's house, and after scalping Trimble, exhibited the trophy to 
the boy James, saying: "Jim, here's the old man's scalp. Do you 
know it t If yon stay with me, I will make a £00d Indian of JOB ; 

bit \( Vrj \atas \ w\\\ Wc ytmt \\« \ut\cA Mib. 

H'till with respect, walking constantly by her side as she rode on a 
horse thmgh the passes of the mountains. Mrs. Rstill’s first child 
was bom a few weeks after her return. 

The negro boy Adam was a native African of recent importation, 
and «*p<'ke but little English, Mr. Trimble often heard him, in his old 
age, relate the incidents of his captivity. During the retreat of the 
Indians, Adam one day stirred up a 11 yellow jacket's nest," just os 
the sparsely-clad savages were filing along, and some of them were as¬ 
sailed and stung by the insects. This so pleased the simple-minded 
negro that he was nbout to repeat the act, when the Indian boys ad¬ 
ministered to him a sound beating. 

Just before the arrival of the whites at the Indian camp, Dick¬ 
son sent James Trimble to the spring for water, which, being some¬ 
what muddy when presented, was thrown in the face of the boy, who 
wps threatened with the tomahawk, and ordered to bring another sup¬ 
ply. He returned to the spring, and while waiting for the water to 
dear was startled by the report of rifles. Surmising that rescuers 
were at hand, he ran in the direction of the souud and placed himself 
among his friends 

At the moment of the firing, Dickson was standing by Mrs. 
Estill, leaning on his gun, and giving directions about ruffling a shirt 
she was making for him. She sprang to her feet and ran towards the 
whites, taking the precaution to snatch up a tin vessel and cover her 
head with it. Dickson pursued her, and hurling his tomahawk* 
knocked the vessel off without injury to her person, Vie almost im¬ 
mediately confronted Captain Moffett, at whom he fired, hut mtaacA, 

and then turned and fled, making good bis escape. Moffett’s gun was 
empty. 
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Adam had concealed himself during the firing behind a tree, and 
being mistaken for an Indian was shot at by one of the white men and 
wounded slightly in the arm, 

Mr. Trimble states that, except Dickson, all the Indians fell at the 
first fire, either killed or mortally wounded, Dickson foltowed the 
whites on their return, and fired upon and wounded one of them, 
named Russell, who was carried home on a litter. Russell en¬ 
countered Dickson at the battle of Point Pleasant, and killed him in a 
hand-to-hand conflict. 

It is said that the whole number of prisoners carried off by the 
Indians and rescued as described was six or eight; but who they were, 
besides those mentioned, is not stated. 

In the meanwhile a general war between the whites and Indians 
was raging. Colonel Bouquet defeated the latter, August 6 , 1763. at 
Bushy Run, in western Pennsylvania. Tills battle was the most pro¬ 
tracted and decisive conflict of that era between Indians and white 
men. It lasted two days. Bouquet displayed great military skill, 
and, unlike Braddock, adapted his tactics to the mode of Indian war¬ 
fare. Afterwards, while commanding at Fort Pitt, he issued a procla¬ 
mation forbidding any British subject from settling or hunting west 
of the Alleghany mountains without written permission. But the war 
continued, and in the summer of 1764, Bouquet organized, in Penn¬ 
sylvania, an expedition against the Indian settlements west of the 
Ohio river. 

Learning of this movement, the Shawnee and Delaware Indians 
removed their women and children far westward, so as to interpose a 
wilderness between them and the anticipated army of invasion. Even 
while the army was on the march, war parties of Indians, as late as 
October, continued their depredations on the frontier. 

Besides a small number of regular soldiers. Bouquet had, at first, 
a considerable body of Pennsylvania militia; but many of the latter 
deserted, and he then, on his own responsibility, wrote to Col. Andrew 
Lewis, requesting reinforcements. It is said that he set a high value 
on Augusta riflemen. Two companies, of a hundred men each, were 
speedily raised, one commanded by Charles Lewis and the other by 
Alexander McClanahan. John McCIanahan, brother of Alexander, 
was one of the lieutenants.* These companies joined Bouquet at Fort 
Pitt, and early in October, the command, increased to 1,500 men, pro- 

•A* lute a* 1779, John McClanahan being then dead, hit infant son was 
allowed two thousand acres of bounty land for his father's services in the expedi¬ 
tion. The Virginia Assembly refused to make the usual appropriation of money 
for paying the men, and they were finally paid by Pcnuaylvania. 
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ceeded to the Ohio coo n try . To the Augusta companies the places of 
honor were aligned, one of them going in advance and the other 
bringing up the rear. *' The woodsmen of Virginia/' says Parkman, 
“ veteran hunters and Indian-fightcrs. were thrown far out in front and 
on either flank, scouring the forest to detect any sign of a lurking 
ambuscade/' With the army went many persons who had lost wives, 
children and friends, to search the wilderness for the captives, 

The Indians were effectually intimidated, and on November 9th, 
Bouquet concluded a treaty of peace with the Shawnee* and Delawares, 
one of the stipulations being that all white people detained by the 
Indians should be given up. The Shawnecs submitted sullenly to the 
terms. Captives in the near villages ware surrendered at once, and 
promise was given of the restoration of others in the spring. A party 
of the Virginians obtained permission to go to remote Shawuee towns, 
in the hope of recovering captive relatives, and they returned to Fort 
Pitt dnriug the winter, bringing nine persons, all children and old 
women. A hundred more captives were delivered at Fort Pitt in the 
spring of 1765. The whole numberjaL white people recovered is said 
to have been two hum fo&junLauu Of these, ninety weic Virginians, 
t hirty-two m e p^id fift ywomiaLaadxhildicn> 

"The arrival of the lost ones," says Bancroft, “formed the 
lovliest scene ever witnessed in the wilderness. Mothers recognized 
their once lost babes ; sisters and brothers, scarcely able to recover 
the accent of their native tougue, learned to know that they were 
children of the same parents. 

" How does humunity abound in affections ! Whom the Indians 
spared they loved. They had not taken the little ones and the cap¬ 
tives into their uig warns without receiving them into their hearts, 
and adopting them into their tribes and families To part with them 
now wo* anguish to the red men. As the English returned to Pitts¬ 
burg, they followed to hunt for them and bring them provisions. A 
young Mingo would not be torn from a young woman of Virginia, 
whom he had taken as his wife. Some of the children who had been 
carried away 4 young had learned to love their savage friends, and 
wept at leaving them. Some of the captives would not come of them¬ 
selves. and were not brought away bat in bonds. Some who were not 
permitted to remain, clung to their dusky lovers at parting ; others 
more faithful still, invented means to escape, and fly back to their 
places in the wigwams of their chosen warriors." t 

# T!ic Indian* teat of the MUaiaaippi were not in the habit of violating their 
female captive*. It wua otherwUe with the western Indiana. 

f When the army, on it* homeward march, reached the town of Carliale, 
(Pa.) tboac who frM been unable to follow the expedition came hither in 
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The story of one returned captive is too interesting to be 
omitted: 

A little girl named Betsy Henry, while living with her family in 
Pennsylvania, was captured by Indians and taken west of the Ohio 
river, at what date is not known. Afterward her mother and brothers 
removed to Augusta county and settled on a farm near the present 
station of Spotswood, Valley Railroad. When the Hcnrys came to 
Augusta no one can tell. A William Henry was living in the county 
in 1750. when he became guardian of one James McCord. Thus is the 
earliest mention of the name Henry in the records of the county. 
James Henry resided here in 1759, and in that year conveyed 200 
acres ofland in Borden‘3 tract to Robert Telford. There is no deed 
on record to show when he acquired the land. 

Betsy Henry grew up amongst the Indians and, being treated 
kindly, became strongly attached to them. This was not uncommon. 
The Indians, although cruel in war, were not without some good 
traits, and certainly had the art of winning the love of their juvenile 
captives. This young girl, on arriving at womanhood, became the 
wife of a young chief of the Delawares who is said to have been a half- 
breed French and Indian. We have no particular account of him, but 
judging from such hints as have eotnc down to us, he was probably an 
Indian of the same characteristics as Logan and Tecumseh. 

At length the time arrived for Betsy Henry's return to civilized 
life. According to one version of the story, it was after the defeat of 
the Indians by Wayne, in 1794, that she came with her husband and 
others to Fort Pitt,—where, by treaty, ail white prisoners were to be 
delivered up,—having lived with the Indians fourteen years. The 
time, however, must have been twenty-five or thirty years earlier than 
* 794 . and probably was after Bouquet’s treaty of 1764—possibly sever¬ 
al years after, as some of the captives did not return till 1767. When¬ 
ever it was, James Henry, Betsy 3 brother, was at the rendezvous to 

numbers, to inquire for the friends they had lost Among the rest was sn old 
woman, whose daughter had been carried off nine years before. In the crowd of 
female captives, she discovered one in whose wild and swarthy features she dis- 
co%*ered the altered lineaments of her child ; but the girl, who had almost forgot¬ 
ten her native tongue, returned no sign of recognition to her eager words, and 
the old woman bitterly complained that the daughter whom she hod so often 
sung to sleep on her knees, had forgotten her in her old age. Bouquet suggested 
an expedient which proves him a man of feeling and perception. 44 Sing the 
song that yon used to sing to her when a child.** The old woman obeyed; 
and a sudden start, a look of bewilderment, and a passionate flood of tears, re¬ 
moved every doubt, and restored the long-lost daughter to her mother’s arms.— 
Parkmau's Conspiracy qf Pontiac. 
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meet her. She refused to leave her Indian associates. Her brcAber, 
however, represented that her mother could not die in peace without 
freeing her, and she finally consented to come on a visit, he promising 
to take her back. One tradition is that she brought with her a female 
child six weeks old ; another, that the child van bom soon after her 
return. 

James Henry did not comply with his promise, ii he made one, 
and the unfortunate woman grieved till she died. Her husband had 
not forgotten her. The attachment between them is mi id to have been 
mutual and ardent. As she did not return to him, he came in search 
of her to escort her back to her wilderness home. But her brothers 
detained her, and the chief left with the declared intention of resigning 
the office he held in his tribe and retnming to reside among the whites. 
An Indian could give no stronger proof of attachment to his wife. He 
was not heard of afterwards, and it was suspected that his wife’s 
brothers pursued and killed him. If they did we should not judge 
their act by our present standard. The dreadful Indian wars had just 
ended, during which every white man had learned to regard the 
Indians as foes to lx? ruthlessly exterminated like wild beasts. When, 
therefore, the question seemed to be whether a sister or an Indian 
should be sacrificed, it is not surprising that the latter alternative was 
chosen. 

The child of Betsy Henry, called Sally Henry, was reared by her 
unde James. She became the wife of William Alexander, son of the 
William Alexander who died in 1829, and grandson of Robert Alex¬ 
ander, the first classical teacher in the Valley. William Alexander 
and Sally Henry were married by the Rev. John Brown* November 
23, 1793, as shown by the public register of marriages, and of course, 
therefore, the return of Betsy Henry with her infant was much earlier 
than 1794- Many of the descendants of William and Sally Henry 
Alexander are among the most respectable people of the Valley and 
elsewhere. 

Mrs. Rcnix,* who was captured on Jackson's river, in 1761, 
(or 1757.) was not restored to her home till the year 1767. In pur¬ 
suance of the terms of Bouquet's treaty, she was brought to Staunton 
in the year last mentioned. Her daughter died on the Miami; two of 
her sons, William and Robert, returned with her; her son, Joshua, re¬ 
mained with the Indians and became a chief of the Miami*. He took 
an Indian wife* amassed a considerable fortune, and died near Detroit 
in 1810, according to one account. * 

•So written by Wither* and others, but properly Retuck. 
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According to Dr. Draper, however, he died in 1784.—It is said 
that towards the dose of the Revolutionary war he visited bis relatives 
in Greenbrier, but refused all their solicitations to remaiu among 
them. He left two sons, James and John. James, when a boy, was 
captured by Gen. Benjamin Logan, taken to Kentucky, and being 
treated kindly assumed the name of Logan. He was taught to write, 
and carved his initials, J. L., on many trees in Ohio, after his return 
there. He was killed in a fight with a party of British Indians, on 
the banks of the Maumee, in November, 1812. 

The County Court of Augusta did not meet in October. 1764. 
At April court, 1765, a vast number of military claims were ordered 
to be certified—for provisions furnished to the militia, for horses 
pressed into sendee, etc. William Christian, William McKamy and 
others presented claims M for ranging.” and Andrew Cowan 11 for en¬ 
listing men to garrison Fort Nelson.” The orders are curt and un¬ 
satisfactory, giving no clue as to when and where the services were 
performed. 

Almost every neighborhood in the county* has traditions in regard 
to Indian inroads, but all are vague and uncertain as to dates and cir¬ 
cumstances. It is related that at one time the Indians came into the 
Churchville neighborhood, and carried off a boy named McNecr, who 
lived on Middle river, at the mouth of Jennings* branch. This boy 
was taken to Georgia, it is said, and lived and died with the Indians, 
visiting, however, his relations in Augusta repeatedly. A man named 
Clendenin, who lived near Shutterlcc’a mill, was shot in the shoulder 
by an Indian lurking in the tall weeds on the bank of the river, at 
some time now unknown. The Anderson farm, near Shuttcrlcc’s, is 
known as the ** Burnt Cabin place,” from the fact that a cabin which 
stood there was burnt by Indians. 

The story of Selim, °the converted Algerine,” falls in here; 
at least it may be related here as well as elsewhere. It belongs in 
great part to Augusta county.—For the earlier part of the narrative 
we are indebted to the Rev. David Rice, a Presbyterian minister who 
removed from Virginia to Kentucky before the year 1800. Bishop 
Meade collected the latter part, and preserved the whole iu his work 
called u Old Churches/’ etc. 

About the close of the war between France and England, called 
in Virginia M Braddock’s War” (probably 1759 or 1760), a man 
named Samuel Givens, an inhabitant of Augusta county, went into the 
backwoods of the settlement to hunt. He took with him several 
horses to bring home his meat and skins. As he was one day ranging 
the woods in search of game, he saw in the top of a falleu tree an 
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animal, which he supposed to be some kind of wild bcaM. He was 
about to shoot it, but discovered in time that it was a human being. 
Going up. he found a man in a pitiable condition—emaciated, evident¬ 
ly famishing, entirely naked except a few rags tied round his feet, and 
his body almost covered with scabs. The man could not speak 
English, nnd Givens knew no other language. He, however, sup¬ 
plied the forlorn creature with food, nnd when he hud acquired suffi¬ 
cient strength, after several days, mounted him on one of his horses 
and took him to Captain Dickinson's, near the Windy Cove. There 
he was entertained for some months, during which the stranger 
acquired sufficient knowledge of English to communicate with the hos¬ 
pitable people into whose hands he had fallen. 

He stated that his name was Selim, a native of Algiers, in Africa, 
and the son of a wealthy man ; that he had been educated in Constan¬ 
tinople. and while returning to Algiers the ship he was aboard of was 
captured by a Spanish man-of-war. Spain was then in alliance with 
France, and the Spanish ship falling in with a French vessel, Selim 
was transferred to the bitter and taken to New Orleans. After some 
time he was sent up the Mississippi and Ohio rivers to the Shawnee 
towns, and left a prisoner with the Indians. A white woman captured 
on the frontiers of Virginia, was held as a prisoner by the Indians at 
the same time, and from her Seliui learned by signs that she came 
from the east. He was sufficiently acquainted with geography to 
know that the English had settlements on the eastern shore of the 
continent, and inferred that the woman came from one of them. He 
thereupon resolved to escape, and constantly keeping t»i the rising sun 
finally reached the border settlement of Augusta county, in the plight 
mentioned. 

Ou a court day. Captain Dickinson brought Selim with him 
to Staunton, where lie attracted much attention. Among the throng 
of people was the Rev. John Craig, who immediately riveted the at¬ 
tention of the Algerine. The latter afterwards explained that in a 
dream a person like Mr. Craig had appearrd to him as a teacher or 
guide, able to impart valuable instruction. He expressed a desire to 
accompany Mr. Craig to his home, and was kindly taken there. The 
minister of course sought to impart to the Mohammedan stranger the 
truths of the Christian religion, and his efforts were aided by Selim’s 
knowledge of the Greek language, being thus able to read the New 
Testament in the original tongue. He soon professed conversion, and 
Mr. Craig, being satisfied of his intelligence and sincerity, publicly 
baptized him in the Old Stone church. He was afterwards seized with 
a desire to return to his native land, and his new friends could not dis- 
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stiade hira from it. Mr. Craig therefore rawed a sum of money for 
him. and giving him a letter to the Hon. Robert Carter, of West¬ 
moreland county, then living in Williamsburg, sent him on his way. 
Mr. Carter did all that was asked of him, furnishing more money to 

Some time after this Selim returned to Virginia in n state of 
insanity. In lucid intervals lie stated that he lmd found his way 
home, but had been rejected and driven off by his father when he 
learned that the son had abjured Mohammedanism and become a 
Christian. He came again to Captain Dickinson's, and from thence 
wandered to the Warm Springs, where lie met a young clergyman 
named Templeton, who put a Greek Testament in his hands, which 
he read with great delight. From the Warm Springs he went to Mr. 
Carter s residence in Westmoreland. He awakened the sympathy of 
all who knew him. Governor Page, while u member of Congress at 
Philadelphia, took him to that city, and had his likeness taken by the 
artist Peale. From Philadelphia he went home with a South Caro¬ 
lina gentleman. He was also once, or oftener, in Prince Edward 
county, where be learned to sing Watts’ hymns. For a time he was 
confined in the Lunatic Asylum at Williamsburg, but he finally died 
in a private house, where and at what time are not mentioued. 

The November term, 1764, of the County Court of Augusta was a 
very busy one. It begun on the 20th and continued five days. The 
proceedings cover seventy-six folio pages. At this term, Silas Hart 
qualified as high sheriff, and Dabney Carr, of Albemarle, as attorney- 
at-law. The estates of John Trimble and Alexander Crawford, both 
of whom had been killed by Indians in October preceding, were com¬ 
mitted to their respective administrators. William Fleming, Sampson 
Mathews, George Skillcrn, Alexander MeClanahun and Benjamin 
Estill were recommended for appointment as justices of the peace. 

Among the orders we find the following: ''Jacob Peterson hav¬ 
ing produced a certificate of his having received the Sacrament, and 
having taken the usual oaths to his Majesty’s persou and government, 
subscribed the abjuration oath and test, which is, on his motion, 
ordered to lie certified, in order to his obtaining Letters of Natural¬ 
ization.^ . " T — - 

The clerk who wrote the orders sometimes set the rules of gram¬ 
mar and spelling at defiance, as witness the following, which we copy 
literally : 

"On complaint of Patrick Lacey, setting forth that his master, 
William Snodcn, doth not provide deaths for him, nor will Imploy 
him as his servant: It is ordered that the said Snoden be summoned to 
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appear here the next Court, to answer the said complaint; and h is 
farther ordered that the Church - wardens provide him Necessary 
Cloaths and that they in the meantime hire him out to such persons 
that may think proper to Imploy hhu/ 9 

Patrick was no doubt a white a indented servant. 0 Ilis com¬ 
plaint came up at Murch court, 1765, and was dismissed, very likely 
to the relief of the master, who thus escaped being clothed and hired 
out by the church • wardens, as the order required he should be. 

Another order of November term, 1764, is equally curious : 
"Ordered that the church - wardens of Augusta parish bind Michael 
Eagin of the age of nine years in September last, son of Putrick Eagin, 
to John Patrick, the father of the said Michael having runaway ac¬ 
cording to law. 99 



THE CRAWFORDS. 


Alexander and Patrick Crawford, brothers, were among the ear¬ 
liest settlers in Augusta county. They are presumed to have been 
natives of the north of Ireland, like most of their cotcmjxiraric* in the 
county, but nothing can be learned about their early history. The 
descendant* of both say there was a third brother who also came to 
the Valley, but whose name they do not know. It may be that this 
third brother was the grand father of William H. Crawford of Georgia, 
whose father, Joel Crawford, removed from Nelson county, Virginia, 
to South Carolina, in 1779. 

Alexander Crawford, the older of the two, married Mary Me- 
Phecters, but whether in Ireland or America is not known. It is re¬ 
lated that he was amlntious to be the founder of "a clnn." such as we 
read of in Scottish history, and impressed it upon his children that 
they must respect the right of primogeniture then existing by law. 
His oldest son, William, did not Approve of the scheme, and thus his 
father's wishes were defeated. The latter was a skilled worker in 
iron. 

The childrrn of Alexander and Mary Crawford were— 

I. William Crawford, who is named first in every list. In an old 
grave-yard, on a high hill overlooking Middle river, on the farm of 
the late Ephraim Geedxng, is an ancient saml-stonc, flat on the 
ground and broken in two. The inscription upon it, which is nearly 
illegible, is as follows : 

° Wm. Crawford, departed this life October 15. 1792, aged 48 
years." 

lie was therefore twenty years old when his parents were massa¬ 
cred. Hi?* will was proved in court at December term, 1792. In it he 
mention* hi* wife, Rachel, and his children, Alexander, James, John, 
William, George, Polly, Nancy, Jenny and Rachel. He also alludes 
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to James Elliott as a neighboring land-owner, and from this person, 
probably, the highest point of the Great North Mountain was named. 

II. Edward Crawford, second son of Alexander and Mary, gradu¬ 
ated at Princeton College in 1775. and was licensed as a preacher in 1777. 
He was a member of Lexington Presbytery at its organization, Septem¬ 
ber 26, 1786, and was appointed to preach for a month in Tygart’s Val¬ 
ley and Harrison county. At the meetings of Presbytery, in April and 
September, 1792, ut Lexington and Harrisonburg, respectively, he was 
the Moderator. Subsequently, he became a member of Abingdon 
Presbytery, living in Southwest Virginia or East Tennessee. 

III. John Crawford, third son of Alexander and Mary, was mar¬ 
ried three times successively. His first wife was Peggy, eldest daugh¬ 
ter of his uncle, Patrick Crawford, by whom he had one daughter, who 
married Daniel Falls and went to Ohio. His second wife was Mary 
Craig, by whom he hud a son, Samuel, and five daughters. Samuel 
went to Illinois, and is said to have had sixteen children. Nothing is 
known of the five daughters, except that one of them, Polly, was the 
wife of the Rev. Samuel Gillespie of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The third wife of John Crawford was Sally Newman of Fred¬ 
ericksburg, and she had five children who lived to maturity : Janies, 
William and John, all of whom emigrated to Missouri, about 1838 ; a 
daughter, Nancy, wife of LcRoy Newman, her first* cousiu ; and 
another, Fanny, wife of Henry Rippetoe, who still survives, (1888.) 

John Crawford was u man of great energy and activity. It is 
said that he was engaged in all the expeditions of his day against 
the Indians, including Point Pleasant. He was a soldier during the whole 
Revolutionary war, and when not in the field was employed in making 
guns and other weapons, having acquired his father's skill as an iron¬ 
worker. The day after the battle of the Cowpctis, in which he par¬ 
ticipated, he was promoted from the ranks to n first lieutenancy on ac¬ 
count of his gallantry in that celebrated battle. He was also at Guil¬ 
ford, and with General Greeue in all bis southern campaign. Yet he 
never would accept pension or bounty lands. 

Like his father, however, John Crawford was desirous of acquir¬ 
ing a large landed estate, and there was a brisk competition between 
him and his neighbor, Francis Gardiner (pronounced by the old peo¬ 
ple “ Francie Gamer") os to the ownership of the Little North 
Mountain range. As related, each discovered about the same time 
that a certain tract of a hundred acres had not been patented, and 
both sought to acquire it. Gardiner got ahead of Crawford by start¬ 
ing to Richmond first, but the latter mounted a blooded mare and 
never rested till he reached the capital, passing his rival on the way. 
Crawford emerged from the land office with his title complete, and 
met Gardiner at the door going in. The mare, which was no doubt 
worth much more than the land, died from the effects of the trip. 

It is a pity to spoil a good story by suggesting a doubt in refer¬ 
ence to it, but it must be mentioned that such a trip to Richmond 
could hardly have been necessary in order to obtain title to vacant 
land, as the county surveyor was authorized to make the entry. 
Nevertheless, the main portions of tlic story ore well authenticated. 
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The rivalry between the two neighbors waxed hot, and meeting 
one day while prospecting on the mountain, they became engaged in a 
fight, of which one or both, no doubt, duly repented. 

John Crawford died at his home on Buffalo branch, in January, 

183a. and was buried in Hebron church-yard. His tombstone gives 
his age as ninety-one years, and, if correctly, he was the oldest son of 
Alexander nnd Mary, instead of the third. 

IV* James Crawford, fourth son of Alexander and Mary, became 
a Presbyterian minister, nnd was licensed to preach in 1779. He re¬ 
moved to Kentucky, and was for many years pastor of walnut Hill 
church, near Lexington. In 1792 he was a member of the convention 
which framed the first constitution of Kentucky. 

V. Alexander Crawford, fifth child of Alexander nnd Mary, was I 
at the battle of Point Pleasant. His first wife was a Miss Hopkins, 
and his second a Mrs. McClure. The children of the first wife were • 

Polly, Betsy, Kitty and Sally ; and of the second. James E.. William, 

George. Samuel and Robert- He lived on Walker's creek, Rock¬ 
bridge, and was for many years an elder in New Providence church. 

His death occurred June 19. 1830. Three of his so ns,—William, 

George and Samuel,—died yoting. Robert lived and died on his 
father’s homestead in Rockbridge. A grand«ou of Ilia, Rev. Alexan¬ 
der Crawford.* is now *1888) pastor of a church at CampbelUville, 

Kentucky James E. Crawford spent the latter yearn of )ii* life In the 
Great Calf Pasture, Augusta. His children arc Baxter Crawford and 
others. 

Other children of Alexander and Mary Crawford were, 6. Re¬ 
becca, wife of John Sawyers; 7. Bet tie ; 8. Samuel; 9. Rober t ; 10. 

Martha, who married Alexander Craig of the Little Calf Pasture; and 
1 i. Mary. ^ bl ? 

Patrick Crawford lived on the farm lying on Middle river, cost of 
the macadamized turnpike, now owned by his descendant. John H. J 

Crawford. His wife was Sally Wilson. They had nine children,— 
four sons and five daughters. In 1756. Patrick Crawford was a mem¬ 
ber of Captain James Allen's company of militia, and at a court-martial 
held Septe mber 2, 1757. he was fined for not appearing at a general 
muster. His will wa* proved in the County Court. December 18, 1787, 
and his personal estate, including slaves, amounted to £2. 462, 3s, 7d, 
about $8,216. 

In regard to several of his daughters, much confusion ami uncer¬ 
tainty exists. Elizabeth, the oldest child, and wife of Alexander Rob¬ 
inson. is said to have been born October 18. 175 *. although the Rev. 

John Craig baptized Martha, daughter of Patrick Crawford, in Novem¬ 
ber, 1748. The jirubability is that this child. Martha, died in infancy 
and that another born later was called by the same name. The uext 
daughter, Margaret, or Peggy, was the first wife of her couain. John 
Crawford, of North Mountain. One daughter is said to have married 
a McChesucy.—her father refers in his will to his grandson, George 
McChesney. Another daughter, Sarah, married Robert Crawford. 

Martha, born May io, 1761, was the second wife of Coloucl Andrew 
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Anderson; Mary, ot Polly, the youngest daughter, ■was the wife of 
James Crawford, who will he mentioned hereafter. 

The sons of Patrick and Sally Crawford were: 

. !• George Crawford* to whom his father left the plantation on 
which lie resided. He was born October i. 1754, and married Nancy 
Winter. Mrs. Crawi'ord’svparcnts were William and Ann Boone Win- 
ter, the latter an aunt of -Daniel Boone, Elizabeth Winter, a sister of 
Mrs. Crawford, married ^Abraham Lincoln, the grandiathcr of Presi¬ 
dent Lincoln ; and Hannah Winter, another sister, married Henry 
Miller, the tounder of Miller's Iron Works, on Mossy Creek, Augusta 
county. It may be mentioned that the grandfather of President "Lin¬ 
coln, then Jiving in the part ot Augusta county which is now Rock- 
ingham, attended a court-martial at Staunton, March ij, 1776, as 
captain ot a militia company. His name was written “Abraham 
Link horn 

All the children of George and Nancy Crawford were daughters, 
viz: 1. Nancy, wife of John Miller; 2. Hannah, wife of Harry Mil¬ 
ler ; 3, Sally, second wife of Tames Bell, died childless ; 4. Jane, first 
wife of Franklin McCuc ; 5. Martha, wife of Peter Hanger ; 6. Polly, 
tyife ot James Butirland ; 7. Rebecca, died unmarried ; and $. Marga- 
< J ames Walker, died childless. 

II. John Crawford, second son of Patrick and Sally and known as 
Major John Crawford, was |>orn March 29, 1764. His wife was Re¬ 
becca Allen, daughter of Captain James Alien, and his children were : 

1. Elizabeth, wife of Captain William Ingles; 2. Sally, wife of John 
Hyde; 3. Margaret, first wife of Cyrus Hyde; 4. James, known as 
Major James Crawford, married Cynthia McClung, of Greenbrier, 
whose son, John H. f owns the Patrick Crawford farm ; 5. John, mnr- 
ried Harriet McClung, of Greenbrier ; 6 George W., died unmarried ; 

7. Ann, or Nancy, second wife of Franklin McCuc; 8. Maty, wife of 
Dr. Ud ward 0 . Mocirmn; and 9. Rebecca, wife of Stuart McClung , of 
Greenbrier. 


III. William Crawford, son of Patrick and Sally, was horn Au¬ 
gust 6, 1767. His wife was Nancy Smith. He lived in Rockingham, 
and was the father of the late Benjamin Crawford, of Staunton, Wil¬ 
liam Crawford, of Fort Defiance, and others, 

IV. James Crawford, twin brother of William, died unmarried. 

The James Crawford who married Mary, daughter of Patrick 

Crawford, died in 1798, leaving to survive him his widow and six 
children. A seventh child was horn after her father's death. His 
sons were George, William, James and John ; and his daughters, 
Sarah, Elizabeth and Polly. George died unmarried and under age ; 
William afco died unmarried, as did James, who was known as "Jocky 
Jim Crawford John married Margaret Bell, daughter of Major Wil¬ 
liam Bell, and died in 1819, without issue; Sarah Crawiord married 
Charles McClung. Elizabeth married Colonel Samuel McClung, and 
Polly, (the posthumous child), was the first wife of John Allen. 

Wc have found it impossible to obtain any sutislactop* account of 
the parentage of the late Colonel James Crawiord or of his iclationsblp 
with the Patrick Crawford family. His father, said U) have becu 
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named John, diet! while a young man. leaving two children.—James 
and Samuel. These boys were reared by a paternal uncle called 
" Robin,*' who removed to Kentucky. James Crawford, recently men¬ 
tioned, who died in 1798, is said to have been a brother of John and 
Robin. Colonel Crawford was a lawyer in Staunton for many years. 
After retiring from the bur to his farm, he was an efficient justice of 
the peace, pre-ident of the county court, etc., etc. Ilis first wife was 
a sister of Erasmus Stribling, and his second, the widow of his cousin, 
John Crawford. Captain Samuel Crawford, brother of James, was the 
Lieutenant Crawford of the war of 1812. Ilis wife w ( as a daughter of 
the Rev. William Wilsou. 


THE FLOYDS. 

The first Floyds in America were two brother* who came from 
Wales to Accomac county. Virginia. William Floyd, a son of one of 
these brothers, married Ahilcah Davis, of Amherst county, who was 
of Indian descent. John Floyd, a son of this couple, was born about 
1750. At about eighteen years of age be married a Miss Harwell, or 
Buford, who was fourteen years old, and died in twelve months. Soon 
after his wife's death young Floyd went to the new county of Botetourt 
and engaged in teaching school. When not thus engaged he wrote in 
the office of Col. William Preston, the County Surveyor, and acted as 
deputy for CoL William Christian, the High Sheriff. He lived with 
Col Preston at^ Smith field till 1773, then in Fincastlc county. Col. 
Preston was surveyor of Fincastle, which embraced all of Kentucky, 
and, in 1775, appointed Floyd one of his deputies and sent him to survey 
lands 011 the Ohio river. Returning to Smithficld, Floyd formed a 
matrimonial engagement with J me Buchanim, daughter of Col. John 
Buchanan, grand-daughter of Col. James Patton, and second cousin of 
Col. Preston. After the Declaration of Independence, several gentle¬ 
men, including Dr. Thomas Walker, Edmund Pendleton, and Colonel 
Preston, purchased a schooner, had it fitted out as a privateer called 
the Phoenix, and gave the command to Floyd. The schooner started 
on a cruise to the West Indies* and soon captured a merchantman 
with a rich cargo. Thinking his fortune made, Floyd retraced his 
course, and when about in sight of the capes of Virginia, was over¬ 
hauled and captured by a British man-of-war. He was taken to 
England in irons and confined iu prison nearly a year. The jailor's 
daughter obtained the keys and let him out. Begging his way to 
Dover he found a clergyman, who as his habit was in such cases, con¬ 
cealed him and procured a passage for him to France, The French 
people gave him bread and grapes, and Dr. Franklin, at Paris, fur¬ 
nished him tueatiH to return to America. 

Floyd arrived at Smithficld to the surprise ami joy of his friends, 
just after Miss Buchanan had agreed to marry Col. Robert Sayers; 
but she broke off that engagement and married Floyd in November, 
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1778. About 1779, Floyd and his wife went to Kentucky and settled 
there. 

O11 the 12th of April. 1783, while John Floyd, his brother Charles, 
ami Alexander Breckinridge were returning from Salt River to Floyd’s 
Station, they were attacked by n party of Indians, and Fiord was 
shot and mortally wounded. His brother leaped on his horse behind 
him, and supported him in his arms till they reached a house. Tie 
died the next day, leaving two sons and a daughter. Just twelve 
days after his death, a third son was bora, whom his mother called 
John, after his father. 

The second John Floyd was bora near Louisville, Kentucky. 
April 2 4, 1783, as stated. He came to Virginia when he was twenty- 
ouc years of age, studied medicine, married Letitia Preston, daughter 
of Col. William Preston, (to whose narrative wc are indebted for these 
facts,) served in the Legislature and Congress, was Governor from 
1829 to 1834, an ^ died iu 1837. Joha Buchanan Floyd, also Gover¬ 
nor, etc., was a son of the first Governor Floyd. Their home was in 
Washington county. 

The widow of the first John Floyd married Alexander Breckin¬ 
ridge, and became the mother of James D. Breckinridge mid other 
sons. 


Thk McKkes. 

Ten or eleven brothers named McKee came from Ireland to 
America in 1738, and settled near Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Three of 
these,—Robert, William nnd John,—came to Augusta county, but at 
what date is uncertain. Their descendants state that it was about 
1760, but the records of the county show that John McKee purchased 
a tract of land in the forks of James river, on August 16, 1752. 

I. Robert McKee died June n, 1774, aged eighty-two years, nnd 

his wife, Agnes, January 29, 1780, aged eighty-four. They had two 
sons, William and John. 

1. William McKee, sou of Robert and Agnes, was born in 1732, 
and. probably while living in Pennsylvania, was, with his father, at 
Braddock’s defeat. He married his first cousin, Miriam, daughter of 
John McKee, Sr. Mis residence was a few miles west of Lexington, 
and the farm is now (1892) owned by descendants of the Rev. Hr. 
Baxter. It is said that he was at the battle of Point Pleasant, and if 
so, probably belonged to Colonel Fleming's Botetourt regiment. He 
represented Rockbridge repeatedly in the Legislature, and in 1788 
was the colleague of General Andrew Moore in the State Convention 
which ratified the Federal Constitution. He was atso one of the first 
trustees of Liberty Hall Academy. In 1796 he removed to Kentucky, 
and died there in 1816. He was known in Virginia as Colonel Mc¬ 
Kee. 
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Samuel McKee the fifth son of Colonel William McKee, was 
bom in 1774. He was a member of Congress from Kentucky from 
1809 to 1817, a State judge, and also Judge of the United States dis¬ 
trict court. His flow were Colonel William R. McKee, who was 
killed at the battle of Buena Vista in February, 1847 5 Judge George 
R. McKee, and Dr. Alexander R. McKee, Lieutenant Hugh W. 
McKee, of the United States Navy, a son of Colonel William R., was 
killed May ii, 1871, in a fight between the men of several war 
steamers and the Coreans, of Southeastern Asia. 

Janies McKee, the thirteenth son of Colonel William McKee, was 
the father of the Rev, Dr. J. L. McKee, Vice-President of Centre 
College, Kentucky. 

2. John McKee, the other son of Robert and Agnes, married 
Esther Houston, aunt of General Sam Houstou. A son of his, also 
named John, was a number of Congress from Tennessee, and one of 
the first United States Senators from Alabama. 

II. William McKee, the pioneer, died in Virginia. His family 
moved to Kentucky about 1788-*90, and most of his descendants live 
in that State. 

III, John McKee, the youngest of the thire brothers who came 
to the Valley, lived on Kerr’s creek, now Kockbrtdge. fits wife was 
J ane Logan, and was killed by Indians, as heretofore related. He 
married a second time, as appears from a deed executed March 14, 
1774, by ‘•John McKee and Rosanna, his wife, of Kerr's crcek^ 
Augusta county,*' conveying two hundred and eighty-one acres of 
land, part in Augusta and part in Botetourt, Rockbridge not having 
been formed nt that time. He died March 2, 1792. aged eighty-four. 
Several of his eight children went to Kentucky, others remaining in 
Virginia* His descendants are numerous. 

The Rev. Samuel Brown, in his account of the murder of Jane 
Logan McK'*, siys: M She besought her husband to leave her to hex 
fate, and make his own escape, if possible. This he refused to do ; 
when she appealed to him for the sake of their children to leave her. 
If he stayed, being unarmed, they would both be killed ; but if he 
escaped, their young children would still have a protector. Can we 
conceive of a more trying condition fur a husband ? " 

Major George W. McKee. U. S. A., in his account of the McKee 
family, printed in 1890, vindicates John McKee from the charge of 
abandoning his wife as related, while he acquits Mr. Brown of any in¬ 
tention to misrepresent. He publishes other traditions in regard to 1 
the matter, which give a different version of the story. The family f 
account of the death of Mrs. McKee is that she was “ milking cows 
some little distance from the house and, when she discovered the In- # 
dians, gave the alarm in time to have her house closer!, then fled in an * 
opposite direction and jumped into a sinkhole. The Indians, who 
were in pursuit, overtook and tomahawked and scalped her. She 
lived, however, about two hours and was found and curried iuta her 
house before she expired.*’ 
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Another version of the story, given by an aged citizen of Kerr's 
Creek, is as follows : 

M When John McKee first discovered the Indians approaching, he 
and his wife, followed by their dog, left their house and endeavored to 
reach a thickly wooded hill near by. They had not gone far before 
Jane McKee, who was in a delicate condition and soon to become a 
mother, became exhausted and begged her husband to leave her to her 
fate and make his own escape. This he refused to do. Seeing, how¬ 
ever, near them a sink-hole surrounded by an almost impenetrable 
thicket of privet and briar bushes, in a hollow in the field, out of view 
of the Indians, he placed his wife in this and started to give the 
alarm to the other settlers down the creek. The Indians were about 
to abandon the pursuit, when one of them, attracted by the barking of 
the dog, which had remained with her, discovered Jane McKee’s hid¬ 
ing place. She was scalped and left for dead.” 

Henry Bouquet was a native of Switzerland. He entered the 
military service of Great Britain, as colonel, in 1756, was made a 
Brigadier General in 1765, and died at Pensacola, Florida, in 1766. 




CHAPTER VIII. 


TKX mis OP PEACH. 

From 1764. for about teu years* no war or rumor of war disturbed 
the inhabitants of Augusta. They appear to have pursued the even 
tenor of their way in com(>anitivc security. On court days Staunton 
was doubtless crowded with people. Litigation was brisk ; the num¬ 
ber of causes tried iu the county court exceeded anything known in 
modem times. Hunting or trapping wolves was one of the most im¬ 
portant industries. Every year the court granted certificates for 
hundreds of wolf heads, and for more or less winter-rotted hemp, for 
which also the law offered a bounty. 

The last hostile inroad by Indians into the Valley occurred, it is 
said, in 1766.+ We mention it because it was the last, although it did 
not occur in Augusta. A party of eight Indians and a white man 
crossed Powell** Fort mountain to the south fork of the Shenandoah 
river, now Page county. They killed the Rev. John Roads, a 
Mcanonist minister, his wife and three sous, A daughter, named 
Klixatath, caught up an infant sister and escaped by hiding first in a 
barn and then in a field of hemp. Two boys and two girls were taken 
off os prisoners, but one of the boys and both girls were killed while 
crossing Powell's Fort mountain. The other boy returned home after 
three years. The place where one of the lads was killed while 
endeavoring to escape is still called Bloody Ford. 

At a court martial held by the militia officers of the county April 
tt, 1766. Lieutenant Michael Bowyer was fined for appearing at the 
general muster on the 10th without a sword. 

From the proceedings of the vestry of Augusta parish, and also 
frotn HtmiHg't Siatutrt at /-an?*, it appears that in 1752 an act was 
passed by the Assembly at Williamsburg on the petition of Mr. Jones, 
the rector, increasing his salary from £y> to £ too. This act was re¬ 
pealed by proclamation of the king in 176a, and the rector’s salary 
stood as before, at /50 a year. But until 1765 payment had been 

• We give the date at stated by Kerrheval, but feel quite aura that It it not 
correct. Bouquet concluded a treaty with the Indiana In 1?»H, and It la not 
probable that the maaaacre mentioned was perpetrated nearly two year* aitcr- 
wurdt during a litne of peace. Moat Ukely it occurred in August, 1704. 
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made at the rate of ;£ioo, and the vestry then refusing to pay more 
than the ^50, Mr. Jones threatened to bring suit. At the meeting of 
October 21, 1765, it was ordered that Sampson Mathews "get of Mr. 
Gabriel Jones a (air state of the case/' to be laid M before Mr. Attorney 
and Mr. [Benjamin] Waller and get their opinion thereon." The 
“Mr. Attorney" referred to was Peyton Randolph, Attorney-General 
of the colony. Mr. Waller was a distinguished lawyer of Williams¬ 
burg, The opinion of Messrs. Randolph and Waller was laid before 
the vestry by Mr. Mathews, November 22, 1766, and it was ordered 
that each be paid 2 therefor. They advised that Mr. Jones’ salary 
was only ^50, and there the matter rested. 

The trustees to purchase land for a poor-house, reported in No¬ 
vember, 1766, that they had purchased a hundred acres on the waters 
of Christian s creek, from Sampson and George Mathews, for ^40. A 
year later Daniel Perse and his wife were appointed keepers of the 
poor-house, on a salary of ,£35. 

In November, 1767, a minute was entered in the vestry book, 
that all the members then present had subscribed a declaration "to be 
conformable to the doctrine and discipline of the Church of England.” 
At a subsequent meeting, several members entered their protest 
against the signing of the proceedings by Israel Christian and (Mr.) 
John Buchanan, they having refused to sign the declaration. 

On laying the parish levy, November 21, 1769, the Rev. Mr. 
Jones was allowed, by agreement, a salary of ^150. At the same 
meeting William Bowytr was elected a vestryman in place of Colonel 
John Buchanan, deceased, Thomas Madison was chosen in place of 
Captain Israel Christian, and Captain Peter Hogg in place of Major 
Robert Breckinridge, “ the said Breckinridge and Christian having re¬ 
fused subscribing to the doctrines and discipline of the Church of 

< . — 

On the 22d of November, ! 769, it was entered of record by the 
vestry, that the Rev. John Jones, being incapacitated by age and 
infirmity, consented " to accept of fifty pounds and perquisites in full 
of his salary for ensuing year, and to allow' the residue levied for him 
by agreement to hire a curate to officiate in his stead." 

No other meeting of vestry was held till November 22, 1771. 
This fact is not explained in the vestry book, but we fiud from nn act 
of Assembly, published in Hcning (Vol. VIII, page 438), why it was. 
This act, passed at the session which began in November, 1769, 
declares that a majority of the vestry of Augusta parish, being 
dissenters from the Church of England, the vestry is dissolved, and 
that an election of vestrymen be held on the 20th of September, 1770, 
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ibc freeholders elected being required, before serving, to take and 
subscribe in court the oaths persettbed by law, to take and subscribe 
the oath of abjuration, to repeat and subscribe the test, and also to 
subscribe the declaration to be conformable, etc. Oaths and declara¬ 
tions were new so piled np, till immediately after the late war the 
Federal Government waked up to the immense efficiency of such 
things. But surely one would think there was ample time, after the 
passage of the net referred to, and before the troth of September, for 
the sheriff of Augusta to give the required notice and hold the election 
ordered The •‘hcriff, however, did not think so, and probably the 
people were not unwilling to try the experiment of getting along with¬ 
out anv vestry and parish levies. So it was for two years there was 
no mcering. because there were no vestrymen authorized to meet, and 
all parish officers and creditors, including Mr, Jones, the rector, had 
to do without their pay. This state of affairs was reported to the 
Assembly, and in July, 1771, another act was passed to correct 
the matter. Some apology for the failure of the election in 1769 was 
necessary, and therefore the act recites that, M owing to the remote 
situation of Augusta county, the sheriff did not have notice of the 
act of 1769 in time to hold the election. He was, however, ordered to 
proceed, on the 1 at of October, 1771, to have twelve freeholders duly 
elected as vestrymen, who were peremptorily required to swear and 
subscribe as directed by the former act. This election was duly held, 
and Augusta parish being again equipped with a full complement of 
public officers, taxes were levied, and the rector, sexton, etc., received 
their salaries as before. 

The first division of the territory of Augusta county was mode in 
*769. when an act was passed creating the county of Botetourt. The 
new county embraced a part of the present county of Rockbridge— 
the North river, near Lexington, being the boundary line between 
Augusta and Botetourt—and also port of Alleghany and Bath, and all 
of Greenbrier, Monroe, etc. 

The first County Conrt of Botetourt was held February 14, 1770, 
the justices commissioned being Andrew Lewis, Robert Breckinridge, 
William Preston, Israel Christian, James Trimble, John Bowyer. 
Benjamin Hawkins, William Fleming, John Maxwell and George 
Skillcm, The five justices first named were on the bench and con¬ 
stituted the court. John May having been appointed clerk by the 
proper authority at Williamsburg, was duly qualified. In like man¬ 
ner, Richard Woods was appointed and qualified ns sheriff. James 
McDowell and James McGavock qualified os under sheriffs. The fol¬ 
lowing ttumuyt vm sAmtWeA \o prucrtce ill Hie W»uit ; H*1 mu ml 
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Preston qualified as county surveyor, coroner, escheator and colonel of 
militia, Robert Breckinridge as lieu tenant-colonel, and Andrew Lewis 
as a coroner. On the third day of the term, additional justices were 
recommended to the Governor for appointment, viz: William Ingles, 
John Howard, Philip Love, James Robertson, William Christian, 
William Herbert, John Montgomery, Stephen Trigg, Robert Dodge, 
Walter Crockett, James McGavock, Francis Smith, Andrew Woods, 
William Mathews, John Bowman. William McKee aud Anthony 
Bledsoe. 

William Preston, Israel Christian and Robert Breckinridge re¬ 
moved to the “upper country " some time after 1761. In that year 
they resided at Staunton, and were members of the first board of 
trustees appointed for that town. 

The county of Botetourt wus named in honor of Norborue Berke¬ 
ley, Lord Botetourt, who was Governor of Virginia in 1768. Israel 
Christian made a present of forty acres of land to the justices for the 
use of the county, and the town of Fincastlc was built thereon. This 
town was established by law in 1772, and called after Lord Botetourt's 
country seat in England.* 

The new vestry of Augusta parish met November 22, 1771, and 
ordered that the collector for 1769 pay to Mr. Jones one hundred 
pounds “which was then levied for a curate, as none such has been 
employed . 99 

I11 March, 1772, it was “ordered that Mr. William Bowyer em¬ 
ploy a curate for this parish to supply the curacy of the same as direct¬ 
ed by the present rector.“ From subsequent proceedings, it appears 
that the Rev. Adam Smith was the curate employed for a few mouths. 
In 1783 he was the rector of Botetourt parish. 

In November, 1772, Thomas Mathews was allowed £2 as sex loti 
for one year. A reader “ at the Dutch meeting near Picket mountain " 
was allowed £$ % and the “ clerk of the church, if one he got " £ 6 . 

• In 1772, Botetourt was reduced by the formation of Ft ncmtle county, 
which embraced all southwest Virginia and also Kentucky. Fincastlc, however, 
existed for only a few yeans. In 1776, its territory was divided into the three 
counties of Montgomery, Washington and Kentucky, During its short existence, 
its county seat was at Fort Chiswell, now in Wythe county. This fort wua built 
in 1758 by the colonial government, and named for Colonel John ChUwrll, who 
owned and worked the New River lead mines. Chiswell died in the jail of 
Cumberland county, while awaiting trial for murder, having killed his antagonist 
in a persona] encounter. The property aubacqucntly fell into the handa of Motet 
Austin, father of Stephen F. Austin, famous in Texan history.—[Hate'a Trans* 
Alleghany Pioneers, 
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In August. 1773, the Rev. Adam Smith, late curate, was allowed 
jC+t, 13a. 4d, for officiating five months. William Bowyer, who had 
previously objected to paying Mr. Jones anything, on the ground that 
he was incapacitated, now objected to the deduction from Mr. Smith’s 
pay an ungenerous. Michael Bowyer suggested that Mr. Smith might 
make up the lost time. ♦ 

At the meeting, November 9, 1773, the Rev, John Jones agreed 
to receive the Rev. Alexander Balmaine ns curate nnd to pay him at 
the rate of <£100 a year, directing his attorney, Robert McCla n a h a n , 
to pay the same out of his salary. The vestry ratified this arrange¬ 
ment November tflth, but ordered that the collector make payment of 
the £ 100 directly to Mr. Balmaine. 

Mr. Jones appeared no more at meetings of the vestry. He had 
evidently become imbecile, and his business affairs were transacted by 
his attorney-in-fact, Robert McCianaban. But we imagine that his 
young and talented curate created quite a sensation in the parish on 
his appearance here. 

Mr. BalmMitic, says Bishop Meade, was bom near Edinburgh, 
Scotland, in 1740, and educated at St. Andrew's with a view to the 
Presltyterian ministry. He and his brother, a lawyer, at an early day 
espoused the cause of the American colonics and, in consequence, 
found it necessary to leave Scotland. They went to London, and 
there became acquainted with Arthur Lee, agent of Virginia, who 
recommended Mr. Balmaine as a private tutor to Richard Henry Lee. 
While waiting iu London he took orders in the Church of England, 
and after arriving in Virginia, became curate to Mr. Jones. During 
his service iu this capacity, he paid several visit* to the Episcopalian* 
at Pittsburg, which was regarded as within his parish. At the begin¬ 
ning of the Revolutionary war, he entered the army as chaplain, utid at 
the close became rector of Frederick parish, resi ling at Winchester tor 
thirty year*, till his death. 

• Mr. Smith became rectnr of Botetourt parish In 17T3. He came from Ireland 
to America on account of some family misfortunes, tearing hit wife and children 
behind, but bi« youngest child, a boy, afterword* joined him. On December 26. 
1781. be applied In Governor Harrison far leovr to go to Ireland for his two 
daughter*, hit wife bring dead Col. Fleming wrote to the Governor in Mr, 
Smith's behalf, testifying to hU loyalty, etc. He wrote hit name Smyth. It is 
presumed that Gen. Alexander Smyth is the son alluded to. He was born in 
Rulldin, Ireland, in I76’i, and came to America in 1775, started at a lawyer at 
Abingdon In 179U. but settled permanently tn Wythe county in 17W. In 1806. 
President Jefferson appointed him colonel of a regiment in the IT. S. army, and in 
1812 lie was appointed Inspector General. Failing in on invasion of Canada, Itts 
commission was revoked. He was a member of Congress many years, from 1817 
to 1930. Smyth county was called for him. 
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At the meeting of vestry, November 18, 1773. it was determined 
to build a chapel In the neighborhood of Cook’s creek, now Rocking¬ 
ham. In November, 1774, xvc find those sturdy Scotch'Irishmen, 
Alexander St. Clair and John Hays, elected members of the vestry, 
and, more surprising still, John Lyle and John Grattan were elected 
ch urch- wa rdens. 

From an account filed in the suit of Patrick Coutts’ administrator 
against William Bowyer, we learn what products of Augusta county 
were articles of export from 1766 to 1775. Coutts was u merchant in 
Richmond, and Sawyer a merchant iu Staunton. The principal arti¬ 
cles sent by Bowyer to Richmond were hemp, butter, beeswax, gin¬ 
seng, cheese and deer skins. In 1770, 755 deer skins and 4 elk skins 
were forwarded ; and in 1.774. 332 of the latter, worth in Richmond 
j£io 4, 183, or $348.66?^. Only thirteen barrels of flour were sent dur¬ 
ing the period covered by the account,—8 in 1769, 3 iu 1772, and 2 in 
1774. The price of flour in 1769, was $5 a barrel. Coutts' clerk, 
writing in 1775, apologizes for allowing an Augusta wagon to return 
empty, for the reason that there was not a sack of salt in Richmond, 
lie betrays a Tory proclivity by blaming the various '‘Committees" 
for the scarcity. 

On the 18th of December, 1773, a number of the inhabitants of 
Boston, disguised as Indians, boarded the English tea ships in the 
'harbor, broke open the chests, and emptied the contents into the sea. 
A boy from Virginia participated in that famous adventure. Christian 
Bumgardner, who lived in what is now Shenandoah comity, was then 
in Boston with his wagon and team, accompanied by his son Jacob. 
The youth was drawn into the scheme, and helped to throw the lea 
overboard. During the war of the Revolution, Mr. Bumgardner 
removed to Augusta, and settled on the farm near Bethel church, 
where somc'ol* his descendants now reside. Jacob Bumgardner was a 
Revolutionary soldier, and lived to a venerable nge. He was the 
father of Messrs. Lewis and James Bumgardner. 

The Rev. John Craig died on the 21st of April, 1774. Me had 
retired from Tinkling Spring ten years before, and that congregation 
hud no pastor for about twelve years. They extended an invitation 
to the Rev. James Waddell, then living in Lancaster county, but he 
declined it. Mr. Craig was succeeded at Augusta church, but not till 
1780, by the Rev. William Wilson, a native of Pennsylvania, but 
reared iu that part of Augusta county now Rockbridge. He officiated 
at the stuuc church till 1814, when, owiug to his infirmities, he retired, 
but his life was protracted till 1835. Mr. Wilson was considered an 
admirable classical scholar and an attractive preacher. Upon recover* 
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ing from an illness at one time, he had wholly forgotten hi* native 
language, but his knowledge of Latin and Greek remained. Gradual¬ 
ly he recovered his English. 

But the happy days of peace did not last. In the early part of 
1774 the Indians assumed an attitude of hostility towards the whites. 
The whole race was alarmed at the attempts of white men to occupy 
Kentucky. They were, moreover, not without provocation, ou ac¬ 
count of the ruthlcNS conduct of encroaching settlers and hunters. 
Single murders, on both sides, were committed ou the Ohio frontier; 
and finally, in the month of April, the family of Logan, a 
noted Indian chief, was slaughtered in cold blood, not far below 
Wheeling, by a party of whites. A general war immediately began, 
and Logan led one of the first of the marauding parties against the 
settlers on the Monongahela. Logan warn so called after James 
Logan, the secretary of Pennsylvania. His Indian name ia unpro¬ 
nounceable. He was the son of a celebrated Cayuga chief, who dwelt 
on the Susquehanna. Until the unprovoked slaughter of his family 
he was friendly with the whites. Then he became a fiend incarnate, 
carrying fire and death through the frontier settlements. He is de¬ 
scribed as an Indian of cxltaordmary capacity. 

Colonel Angus McDonald, at the head of a •mall force, advance.! 
from Wheeling into the Indian country, but returned without ac 
complikhing any important result. The Indiana continued hostile, and 
proceeded to form extensive alliances amongst themselves. 

The government nt Williamsburg then took steps to protect the 
western frontier. Lord Dttnmore, the Governor, ordered Andrew 
Lewis, then a brigadier-general, and residing in Botetourt, to raise a 
force of eleven or twelve hundred men and march to the Ohio ; while 
he at the bead of a similar force raised in the lower valley, should 
move to Fort Pitt, and thence to meet Lewis at Point Pleasant. 

liight companies raised in Augusta cwnnty formed a regiment of 
four hundred men, commanded by Colonel C hnrles Lewis. His cap¬ 
tains were George Mathews, Alexander McClannhan. John Dickinson, 
John Lewis (son of Thomas Lewis), Benjamin Harrison (of the Rock- 
inglum family), William Paul. Joseph Haynes, and Samuel Wilson 
William McCntchen was Lieutenant and Joseph Long ensign of 
Alexander McClanaban'a company. 

Col. William Fleming of Botetourt commanded a regiment of 
about the same number of men. His enptnins were, Matthew Ar- 
buckle, John Murray, John Lewis (son of Andrew), James Robertson. 
Robert McClanahan. James Ward and John Stonrt- 
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The force under Col. William Christian consisted of three inde¬ 
pendent companies commanded by Captains Evnti Shelby, William 
Russell, and-Hubert, from the I Colston and New River settle¬ 

ments, then Fincastle county ; a company of scouts under Capt. John 
Draper, of Draper's Valley ; and an independent company under Capt. 
Thomas Buford, of Bedford county. 

Col. John Field led an independent company raised by him in 
Culpeper county. 

In the hies of an old Irish newspaper, preserved at Belfast, Dr. 
Hale found a letter giving an account of the bottle of Point Pleasant. 
The letter, which was written by Isaac Shelby, is published in 
Roosevelt's M Winning of the West** The writer mentions a Captain 
McDowell as commanding a company, who is not elsewhere spoken of 
in connection with the battle. He is supposed to have been Samuel 
McDowell of Augusta, afterwards of Kentucky, and his company 
was probably composed of scouts.* 

/ Sampson Mathews was commissary of Col. Lewis* regiment, but 
as the subsistence of the troops consisted mainly of cattle driven afoot, 
he was styled 4 'master driver of cattle." 

Notwithstanding the large number of companies, the aggregate 
strength of General Lewis’ command was only about eleven hundred. 

Alexander and Robert McClanahan were brothers. The latter 
was a physician. He, with John Stuart, Thomas Rcnick and William 
Hamilton, made the first permanent settlement in the Greenbrier 
country, about where Frankfort now is. in the year 1769. This coun 
try became, in that year, a part of Botetourt county. It must have 
been settled very rapidly to furnish at least three companies of men in 
the fall of 1774,—McClanahan’s, Stuart’s and Arbuckle’s. 

The Augusta companies rendezvoused in Staunton the latter part 
of August. Sampson Mathews’ ordinary seems to have been head¬ 
quarters. Here, no doubt, grog was freely dispensed for several days, 
but tradition states only one fact in connection with the gathering. It 
is said that the heights of the men of Captain George Mathews' com- 

• In the Journal of the Virginia Convention of 177ft, page 05, under date of 
January 13, 177ft, we find that the treasurer of the Colony was ordered to pay to 
Capt. Samuel McDowell the sum of /800 " to be by him applied to the payment 
of the wages of the company that served under him in the late expedition against 
the Indians, and alio a ranging company, on UU giving bond with sufficient 
security, for the due and faithful application of it to the purposr aforesaid. M 

Attain, in the Hottae of tVtev.at**, May 81, 1777, James Smith, a sergeant i\\ 
Capt, McDowell's company la the expedition against the Shawnee*, wo* allowed 
the pay of a sergeant, over and above the soldier's pay be had received, vi*; 
out: shilling a day for 134 days, amounting to /’ft. 14s. 
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pany were marked on the bar-room walls, nearly all the men being 
over six feet two inches in their stockings, and not one under six feet. 1 

From a letter written by Col. William Christian we learn that the 
Augusta men took with them 400 pack horses, carrying 54 *ooo pounds 
of flour, and 108 beeves. 

Of the departure from Staunton and march to Camp I nion, called 
also Fort Savannah, (Lewisburg), we have no account. At the latter 
place General Lewis assembled his command about the 4th of Septem- 
bar. 

On September nth, the command began the march to the Ohio, 
Captain Matthew Arbuckle, of Greenbrier, acted a» guide. There was 
no track of any kind, aud few white men had ever gone down the Ka¬ 
nawha valley. Of course wagons could not he employed, aud provis¬ 
ions were transported on pack-horses. Many cattle also were driven 
along to supply food for the army. In nineteen days the command 
advanced from Camp Union to Point Pleasant, a distance of one hun¬ 
dred and sixty miles, averaging eight and a half miles a day. ■ 

Here we must repeat a story of the supernatural, as related by 
Governor Gilmer, without, however, vouching for its truth. 

•'About mid-day on the 10th of October. 1774,” say* Governor 
Gilmer, " in the town of Staunton, a little girl, the daughter of John 
and Agatha Progge, and grand-daughter of Thomas and Jane Lewis, 
was sleeping near her mother, when suddenly she waked, screaming 
that the Indians were killing her father. She was quieted by her 
mother, and again went to sleep. She again waked, screaming that 
the Indians were killing her father. She was again quieted and went 
to sleep, and was waked up liy the same horrid vision, and continued 
screaming beyond being hushed. The child's mother was very much 
alarmed at the first dream. But when the same horrid right was seen 
the third time, her Irish imagination, quickened by inherited super¬ 
stition. presented to her the spectacle of her husband scalped by the 
Indians. Her cries drew together her neighbors, wlio, upon being in¬ 
formed of what had happened, joined their lamentations to hex’s, until 
all Stauntou was in a stale of commotion. 

“ It no happened that the great tattle of the Point between the 
western Indians and the Virginians wa- fought on the very dav when 
all Staunton was thus agitated. And what was still more wuuderful, 
John Frogge, the father of the child who saw in her dreutn the 
Indians killing her father, was actually killed by the Indiana on that 
day." It ia said that Captain Frogge was a sutler, but took a gun 
and fought with the rest. He was gaudily dressed in bright colors, 
and his hat was adorned with ribbOQf and feathers* 
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Of this extraordinary occurrence there is no tradition in s^tauntou. 
We may add that Mrs. Frogge's second husband was Captain John 
^fuart, afterwards Colonel Stuart. 

Early Monday rooming, October 10. the Virginians were sudden¬ 
ly attacked by a large body of Indians led by Cornstalk and Logan. 
The ijattle raged all clay, and was one of the most noted conflicts that 
ever occurred between Indians and white men. Seventy-five at the 


whites, including Colonels Lewis and Field, and Captain Robert Mo 
Clanaban,* were killed, and one hundred and forty were wounded. 
The loss of the Indians is unknown, but they were signally defeated. 

Sundry articles captured from the Indians were sold at auction 
after the battle, and brought £ 74, 4s. 6d. 

1 Colonel James Smith says in his narrative :— M The loss of the 
Virginians in this action was seventy killed, and the same number 
wounded. The Indians lost twenty killed on the field, and eight w'ho 
died afterwards of their wounds.—This was the greatest loss of men 
that I ever knew the Indians to sustain in any one battle. They will 
commonly retreat if their men arc falling fast; they will not stand cut¬ 
ting like Highlanders or other British troops ; but this proceeds from 
a compliance with their rules of war rather than cowardice. If they 
are surrounded they will fight while there is a man of them alive, 
rather than surrender." 


After burying the dead and providing for the wounded. General 
Lewis proceeded to join Governor Dunmorc, in order to penetrate the 
Indian country in pursuance of the original scheme, but an express 
met him with orders from the Governor to return to the mouth of the 
Big Kanawha. The integrity of the Governor was suspected. The 
Revolutionary troubles having begun, it was believed that Dunmorc 
was seeking to win the Indians to the side of Great Britain against the 
Colonies. The men of Lewis* command refused to obey the Gover¬ 
nor’s order, and continued to advance till he met them and made such 
representations as to the prospect of peace as induced them to retire. 

Dtinmore went into Ohio, and halted his command eight miles 
from the Indian town of Chillicorhc, calling the place Camp Charlotte. 
Eight chiefe, with Cornstalk at their head, came to Dunmore’s camp, 
and in the course of a few* days 4 treaty of peace was concluded, In¬ 
terpreters were sent to Logan to request his attendance, but he refused 
to come, saying "be w f as a warrior, not a counsellor." His speech, 
which, it is said, the interpreters delivered on their return, is regarded 
as a fine specimen of untutored eloquence : 

•Captain McCUnnhan left two sous, Robert and John, who went to Ken¬ 
tucky. Robert, however, was back in Augusta in 1808. 
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41 1 appeal to any while man to say if ever lie entered Logan's 
cabin hungry, and lie gave him no meat; if ever he came cold 
and naked, and he clothed him not ? During the course of the last 
long and bloody war Logan remained idle in his cabin, an advocate of 
peace. Such was my love for the whites, that my countrymen 
pointed as they passed and said, * Logan is the friend of white men.' 

I have even thought to have lived with you, but for the injuries of one 
tnnti. Colonel Crcsap, the last spring, in cold blood and unprovoked, 
murdered all the relations of Logan, not sparing even my women and 
children. There runs not a drop of my blood in the veins of any liv¬ 
ing creature. This called cm me for revenge. I have sought it; 
I have killed many ; I have fully glutted my vengeance. For ray 
country I rejoice at the beams of peace. But do not harbor a thought 
that mine is the joy of fear. Logan never felt fear. He will not*turu 
on his heel to save his life. Who is there to mourn for I«ogan? 
Not our 

Mr. Jefferson, it is said, found this speech at Governor Dunmore's 
in Williamsburg, ami afterwards published it in his Notts on Virgin**. 
The genuineness of the speech has been questioned, but it is generally 
believed to be authentic. The charge against Crcsap, however, who 
was captain in the division of the army under Dunmorc, appears to 
have been unfounded. Logan did not name him in the speech, or 
message, which he sent to Dunmore. 

Of Cornstalk it is said : " If in the battle of Point Pleasant he 

displayed bravery and generalship, in the negotiation at Camp Char¬ 
lotte he exhibited the skill of a statesman, joined to powers of oratory 
rarely, if ever, surpassed." 

Logan, refusing to be included in the treaty, wandered among the 
Northwestern tribes for several years, and became addicted to gaming 
and the use of ardent spirits. He was finally murdered on a journey 
from Detroit to the northwestern part of Ohio, by his own nephew, it 
was generally supposed. 

The news of the battle of Point Pleasant could not well have 
reached Staunton until about the 24th of October. The anxiety of the 
people at home, while waiting tne remit v/i ’Cue mvj V*. 

imagined. 

There is no record or tradition in regard to it, but the County 
Court records indicate the state of feeling. The October term of the 
court began on the 18th, but no business was transacted, except the 
qualification of several new justices of the pence. The court wet again 
on the 19th, but only to adjourn to the next term. The whole com* 
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munity was too anxiously awaiting intelligence from the west to attend 
to ordinary affairs. 

When November court came round the surviving heroes of Point 
Pleasant had returned to their homes. Alexander McClanahrm sat as 
a magistrate on the County Court bench, August 22, and then hurried 
with his company to Camp Union ; he was on the bench again on 
November 16, soon after his return. 

By January court, 1775, the men who were in the expedition had 
gotten up their accounts against the government for pecuniary com¬ 
pensation. Many were for ,4 diets of militia ; some for 1 ‘ sundries for 
the militia ; M others for 44 driving pack horses.*' William Sharp and 
others presented claims for sendees as spies. John Hays demanded 
pay for himself and others as ** pack-horse masters ” William Ham¬ 
ilton had a bill for riding express, and William McCune another as 
**cow herd." 

In the Virginia Convention of 1776, the petition of Michael Coal¬ 
ter. a soldier in Capt. McDowell's company, for additional pay for 
sendees as a carpenter, was presented and allowed ; and on another 
day, the petition of John Lyle, a lieutenant in 44 the expedition against 
the Shawneese." was presented. John Lyle was probably the person 
afterwards known as the Rev. John Lyle of Hampshire county, who, 
according to Foote, was at the battle of Point Pleasant. His extra 
sendee consisted in aiding Sampson Mathews, 4, a master drover of 
cattle." / 

Colonel Charles Lewis executed his will August 10, 1774, on the 
eve of his departure for Point Pleasant, and the instrument was ad¬ 
mitted to record January 17, 1775. The testator seems to have been a 
man of considerable wealth. Four children survived him,—John, An¬ 
drew, Elizabeth and Margaret, and one was born after his death. His 
wife was Sarah Murray, a half sister of Colonel Cameron, of Bath 
county. 

We anticipate the course of events to relate briefly the fate of 
Cornstalk. A fort had been established at Point Pleasant, and in 1777 
was garrisoned by a small force. The Indians having recently shown 
an unfriendly disposition, a larger force was ordered there, with a view 
to an advance into the Indian country, to overawe the savages. 
Colonel Skillem, of Botetourt, commanded several companies raised in 
Augusta and Botetourt, and with him arrived a company of Green¬ 
brier men. Captains Stuart nnd Arbuckle, of Greenbrier, were also 
present. Cornstalk, and another chief called Redhawk, came to the 
fort professedly to give warning that the Shnwnecs intended to take 
part with the British against Virgiuia, and were detained as hostages. 
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Eltnipeco. the ton of Cornstalk, afterwards arrived to inqnire about 
his father. This being the state of things at the fort, two young men. 
named Gilmore and Hamilton, from Kerr’s creek, belonging to a com¬ 
pany commanded by Captain James Hall, went across the Kanawha to 
hunt. On their return, as they approached the river, some Indiana 
hid in the weeds fired upon them. Gilmore was killed and scalped, 
but Hamilton was rescued by some of his comrades. They brought 
the bloody body of Gilmore across the river, and no doubt instantly 
thought of the terrible Inroads upon Kerr's creek, led by Cornstalk, it 
was believed, years More. The cry arose, 14 Let us kill the Indians 
in the fort l 99 Hall’s men, with the captain at their head, rushed in, 
and, notwithstanding the intervention of Stuart and Arbockle, ac¬ 
complished their purpose. 

While the strife between the colonies and mother country was 
brewing in 1774 the port of Boston was closed by the British, and the 
people of that city, mainly dependent upon commerce for subsistence, 
were reduced to a state of destitution and suffering. The sympathy of 
the country was aroused, and contributions for their relief were made 
in various places. The remote county of Augusta sent her quota the 
very autumn her sons fought the Indians at Point Pleasant. Says the 
historian, Bancroft: 44 When the sheaves had been harvested and the 
corn threshed and ground in a country as yet poorly provided with 
barns or mills, the backwoodsmen of Augusta county, without any 
pass through the mountains that could be called a road, noiselessly 
and modestly delivered at Frederick one hundred and thirty-seven 
barrels of flour as their remittance to the poor of Boston." (VII, 
page 74.) What a task the transportation was, may be inferred from 
the fact that nearly fifty years afterwards Bockctt’s stages took three 
days to make the trip from Staunton to Winchester. 

Wc come now to a curious episode in the history of the county. 
Lord Dunmore, the lust royal Governor of Virginia, and his Lieuten¬ 
ant. Connoly, figure therein somewhat as comic actors, it seems to us, 
although at the time the business was considered serious enough. 

Virginia claimed, by virtue of her charter, all the territory be¬ 
tween certain parallels of latitude, which included a part of western 
Pennsylvania about Pittsburg. Fort Pitt was abandoned as a military 
post in 1773, hut the cuuulry was rapidly occupied by Euglish 
settlers. 

In January, 1774, Dr. John Connoly, a citizen of Virginia, but 
previously of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, appeared ut Pittsburg 
atid posted a notice of his appointment by Governor Duutnore as 
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" Captain-Commandant of militia of Pittsburg and its dependencies/* 
etc., etc. 

Governor Pcnn t of Pennsylvania, wrote to Dunmore, demanding 
an explanation. At the same time he wrote to the Pennsylvania 
authorities at Pittsburg urging them to maintain the rights of that 
province, and ordering the arrest of Connoly. The '‘Captain-Com¬ 
mandant " w r as accordingly arrested and committed to jail, but lie pre¬ 
vailed with the sheriff to give him leave of absence for a few days, and 
instead of returning to prison came to Virginia. 

On March 15, 1774, Connoly presented himself before the court at 
Staunton, and qualified as a justice of the peace for Augusta county, 
and commandant at Pittsburg. 

Dunmore replied to Penn on March 3d, insisting upon the rights 
of Virginia, and demanding reparation for the insult to Connoly. The 
least that would be accepted was the dismissal of Arthur St Clair, the 
clerk who M had the audacity to commit a magistrate acting in dis¬ 
charge of his duty." Governor Penn replied, and so the controversy 
continued. 

Connoly returned to Pittsburg, and gathered around him a body 
of armed men, a portion of the people claiming to be Virginians. He 
opened correspondence with the Pennsylvania magistrates, which 
proving unsatisfactory, he arrested three of them,—Smith. Mackey and 
McFarland,—aud sent them to Staunton for trial. Upon arriving 
here they gave security and were discharged to find their way home. 

The President of the Pennsylvania court informed Governor 
Penn of the arrest of his associates. He stated that Connoly, 
haviug at Staunton qualified as a justice of the peace for Augusta 
county, 44 in which it is pretended that the country about Pittsburg is 
included," was constantly surrounded by an armed body of about 
one hundred and eighty militia, and obstructed every process eman¬ 
ating from the court. 

Connoly reoccupicd Fort Pitt, changing the name to Fort 
Dunmore. 

The following order appears among the proceedings of the County 
Court of Augusta, under date of January 19, 1775: 44 His majesty's 
writ of adjournment being produced and read, it is ordered that this 
court be adjourned to the first Tuesday in next month, and then to be 
held at Fort Dunmore, In this county, agreeable to the said writ of 
adjournment/’ 

The court was held at Fort Dunmore. under Captain Connoly's 
auspices, and several persons were arraigned before it for obstructing 
the authority of Virginia, as wc learn from a Pennsylvania historian. 
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— [Crrigh's History of Washington County, Pennsylvania.*) The 
record of proceedings is not on file at Staunton. The court could not 
sit in Staunton at the usual time in March, being on an excursion to 
Pennsylvania; but we next find in the order book the following: 
" His majesty's writ of adjournment from Fort Dunmorc to the 
courthouse in the town of Staunton, being read, the court was accord¬ 
ingly held the jjtli day of March, 1775.” 

A deed from six Indian chicfe, representatives of the united 
tribes of Mohawks, Oneidas, etc., to George Croghatt, for two hun¬ 
dred thousand acres of land on the Ohio river, executed November 4, 
176S, was proved before the court of Augusta county nt Pittsburg, 
SeptemlxT 25, 1775—the land lying in the county. It was further 
proved before the court at Stannton, August 19, 1777, and ordered to 
be recorded.—[See Deed Book No. 22, page 1.] The consideration 
for which the Indiana sold these lands embraced blankets, stockings, 
calico, vermilion, ribbons, knives, gunpowder, lend, gun • dints, 
needles, and f*ws»harps. The deed was also recorded in Philadelphia. 

At length the Pennsylvanians kidnapped Captain Connoly and 
took him to Philadelphia, and thereupon the Virginians seized three 
of the rival justices and sent them to Wheeling os hostages. 

By this time the war of the Revolution was approaching. The 
people of the disputed territory were alike patriotic, but the distinc¬ 
tion between Virginians and Pennsylvanians tvns still maintained. 
Each party held meetings separate from the other, and denounced the 
encroachments of the British government. 

Captain Connoly, being discharged from custody, joined Lord 
Dunmorc on board a British s»hip in Chesapeake Bay. He was at 
Portsmouth. Virginia, August 9, 1775. on which day he wrote to 
Colonel John Gibson to dissuade him from joining the patriot side. He 
then undertook a journey from the Chesapeake to Pittsburg, in com¬ 
pany with a Doctor Smith, and in November, 1775. was arrested in 
Frederick town, Maryland, for being engaged in treasonable projects. 
He was detained in jail, at Philadelphia, till April a, 1777. 

Finally, in 1770. each of the States appointed commissioner*, and 
through their agency the dispute was quieted in 178a The boundary 
was not definitely fixed, however, till 1785, when Mason and Dixon's 
line was established. 

It is generally believed that Dunmorc fomented the controversy 
about the boundary line, in order to embroil the people of the two 
provinces between themselves, and that Connoly was his willing agent. 
Connoly joined Dunmorc nt Fort Pitt, in the fall of 1774. and accom¬ 
panied him iu bis march into the Iudiau country. Iu the summer of 
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1775, it is said, he was appointed colonel, with authority to raise a 
regiment of white men 011 the frontiers hostile to the cause of the 
colonies, and to enlist the Indians on the side of Great Britain. His 
arrest at Fredericktown defeated the attempt. After his release he 
joined the British army, and was with Cornwallis when he surrender¬ 
ed at Yorktown. By grant from Duumore, he acquired a large land¬ 
ed interest on the Ohio river, where Louisville, Kentucky, now 
stands, John Campbell and Joseph Simon having an interest in the 
grant, and his share of the property was confiscated by act of the 
Legislature of Virgiuia, the territory then being a part of the State. 
The last we have heard of him was in 1788, when he came from 
Canada to Louisville, for the purpose professedly of making n business 
arrangement with Mr. Campbell, but the popular prejudice against 
him was such that he could not remain, and leaving the United States 
nothing furtlier is known of him.— [Sec Border Warfare , page 134, 
and various acts in Hening, passed in 1780, 1783 and 1784, “for 
establishing the town of Louisville) in the county of Jefferson/* etc., 
etc.] For some further account of Connoly see McMaster's History 
of the people of the United States, Vol. t, page 522. 

In November, 1770, as Washington was returning from his voy¬ 
age down the Ohio, he noted in a pocket almanac that in Pittsburg he 
invited Dr. Connoly and others to dinner. He says Connoly was a 
very intelligent man, who had been up the Shawnn River (now the 
Cumberland) nearly four hundred miles, and gave a glowring account 
of the river valley, Connoly also mentioned the Falls of the Ohio, 
the site of his lands afterwards located and confiscated. He thus 
pointed the W'ay to that land of promise to many Revolutionary sol¬ 
diers. By act of the Legislature of Virginia, the proceeds of sale of 
Cotinoly’s land went as an endowment to Transylvania University at 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

In order not to break the connection, we have anticipated the 
course of events, and will return in the next chapter to the early part 
of the year 1775. 


The Acadian French—Alexander McNutt. 

Nova Scotia was settled by the French, and called by them 
Acadia, before the Pilgrim Fathers landed on Plymouth Rock. The 
soil generally was fertile, and in course of time farms and villages 
sprang up over the country. Early in the eighteenth century, in the 
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time of war between the English and French, the former conquered 
the peninsula, and their title to it was confirmed by the treaty of 
Utrecht in 1713. For more than forty years the descendants of the 
original act tier* remained in quiet possession of their homesteads. 
They were a si tuple-mituled people. French in all their sentiment* and 
habits, very superstitious, and entirely under the control of their 
priest*. The English rule was the mildest that can be imagined. The 
people were not subjected to taxation, and were protected in all their 
civil and religious rights and liberties. In 1755, however, war arose 
again between England and France. The Acadian* sympathized with 
the latter, and refused to swear allegiance to the British government, 
unless formally allowed to remain neutral during the war. lienee they 
were styled M French Neutrals.”—Their priests taught them that 
submission to a heretic nation was disloyalty to God. and imperiled 
their eternal salvation. According to the belief of the English, they 
were not only •• spies in the camp.* but active enemies. They had 
not been required to bear arms on the English aide; but, instigated by 
the priests and Canadian French, it is said that many of them engaged 
in the strife on the side of the French. DUguucd as Indians, they 
participated in the slaughter of English settlers, and in every way 
sought to throw of! the British yoke. 

The English military authorities again required them to take the 
oath of allegiance, and again they refused. The unfortunate people 
were in a painful dilemma, the priests and the neighboring French 
urging them in one direction, and the English in another. Many of 
them took refuge iti Canada, where, from French account*, they suf¬ 
fered intolerable hardships. At length the alternative was presented 
to the English authorities, either of abandoning the country them¬ 
selves, or of transporting the Acadian inhabitant*. The latter course 
was pursued, after long delay and Cur notice. The villages and farms 
were laid waste, and more than six thousand men. women and chil¬ 
dren were driven on board ships and scattered among the English 
from New Hampshire to Georgia. The English officers charged with 
this duty executed their orders with as much kindness a* possible. 
Their cotcuiporary letters and journals show that the duty was very 
distasteful to them. They took care not to separate families, aud it is 
believed that very few instances of separation occurred Some of the 
people luund their way back to Nova Scotia, and were allowed to re¬ 
main. Many of them reached the French settlement in Louisiana, and 
theit descendants now constitute a distinct community ou the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

While the course of the English authorities cannot he fully justi¬ 
fied, it doe* not deserve the severe denunciations generally heaped upon 
it. The fictitious story of the separation of two youthful Acadian 
lovers hus been related pathetically by Lougfellow in hi* poem of 
Evangetine . 

Late in 175eleven hundred of these “French Neutrals” were 
landed at lUtnptuti, in Virginia, without means of support, or pre¬ 
vious notice oi their coming. Governor Dinwiddic and his Council 
maintained them at the public expense for mouths, but the opposition 
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on the part of the people to their remaining in the colony was univer¬ 
sal. No public land remained in lower Virginia upon which to settle 
them, and west of the Blue Ridge the French and Indians were 
waging a ruthless war upon the frontier settlers, rendering it unsafe to 
send them to that region. The Governor described them in one of his 
numerous letters as M bigoted Papists, lazy, and of a contentions 
behavior/* Finally, when the General Assembly met, it was de¬ 
termined by that body to ship the unfortunate people to England, and 
this was done at a cost to the colony of ^5,000. 

Mention has been made several times of Alexander McNutt as a 
resident of Augusta county. He is supposed to have been in confi¬ 
dential relations with Governor Dinwiddie, to whom (and not to 
Governor Fauquier) he delivered his account of the Sandy Creek Ex¬ 
pedition of 1756. After his affray in Staunton with Andrew Lewis, 
he went to England, and, being recommended by the Governor of 
Virginia, was admitted to an audience by the King. Ever afterwards 
he wore the prescribed court dress. The Ficnch having been driven 
out of Nova Scotia as related, McNutt received from the Government 
grants of extensive tracts of hind in that province upon condition of 
introducing other settlers. He accordingly brought over many people 
from the north of Ireland, including persons of his own name, and a 
sister, who married a Mr. Weir. Admiral Cochrane, of the British 
navy, is believed to be a descendant of Mrs, Weir, and other of her 
descendants are now living in Nova Scotia. 

A letter from Halifax, Nova Scotia, published in the Boston 
Gazette oi October 26, 1761, says: "Last Friday arrived here the 
ship Hopewell, of Londonderry, by which came upwards of two hun¬ 
dred persons for the settlement of this Province, with Colonel Alexan¬ 
der McNutt, who. we are informed, has contracted for five thousand 
bushels of wheat, five thousand bushels of potatoes, etc., etc,, for the 
use of the Irish settlers." In November, 1762, McNutt arrived with 
one hundred and seventy settlers, and at different times with many 
more. The last mention of him in the archives of the Province is in 
1769, when the Attorney-General complained that he had parceled out 
certain lands without authority. 

While living in Nova Scotia, in 1761, McNutt executed a power of 
attorney, authorizing his brother, John, to sell and convey his real es¬ 
tate. In pursuance of thus instrument, John McNutt, on August t6, 
1785, conveyed to Thomas Smith, in consideration of £ 110, lot No. 10 
in Staunton, which was purchased by Alexander in 1750 for £3. as 
stated on page 72. Buildings afterwards erected on the lot were long 
known as the “ Bell Tavern/’ Captain Thomas Smith was the 
father-in-law of Michael Garber, who came into possession of the 
property and owned it for many years. 

Alexander McNutt seems to have returned to Nova Scotia after 
the Revolution, as in the deed of 1785 he is described as " late of Au¬ 
gusta county, now of Halifax, Nova Scotia/' But lie did not remain 
there long. He appears to have been a visionary man, and, in his 
latter years at least, somewhat of a religious enthusiast. While living 
iu Nova Scotia, he attempted lo found there a settlement to be called 
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M New Jerusalem.*’ It is presumed that his lands in that Province 
were confiscated when he came away and joined the American 
"rebel* Imt in 1796 he undertook to convey by deed 100,000 acres 
in Nova Scotia to the Synod of Virginia, in trust for the benefit of 
Libetty Hall Academy, iu Rockbridge, among other purposes ” for 
the support of public lectures in said seminary Annually, on man's 
slate by nature and his recovery by free and unmerited grace through 
Christ Jesus, and Against opposite errors/* Possibly finding that this 
deed would not do, he executed another the next year directly to the 
trustees of Liberty Hall, for the same uses. The second deed was 
witnessed by Andrew Alexander, Conrad Specce and Archibald 
Alexander. H is unnecessary to say thut liberty Haft Aid not get the 
land. 

McNutt never married, and left no posterity. His old-fashioned 
dre^s sword was preserved hy hts collateral descendant, Alexander 
McNutt Glasgow, of Rockbridge; hut at the time of •• Hunter’s Raid,*’ 
in 1864, the silver-mounted scabbard was carried off. leaving only the 
naked blade. 

John McNutt, a brother of Alexander, settled on North River, 
Rockbridge. His wife was Catherine Anderson, a great -aunt of Judge 
Francis T. Anderson. One of his sons. Alexander, was the father of 
Governor Alexander G. McNutt, of Mi*si*rippi, and grandfather of 
General Frank l'axton and Genera) A)ber1 G. Jenkins 

A daughter of John McNutt married, first. Knsign McCorkle. who 
was mortally wounded at the battle of tfie Cowpcns* the grandfather of 
the Rev. Alexander B. McCorkle, and gTeat-grandfather of Thomas 
McCorkle, E*q Her second husband was Arthur Glasgow, grand¬ 
father of William A. Glasgow, Esq., and Col. J. K, Edmondson. To 
the former we arc indebted for most of the facts here given. 


The Moores 

David Moore, with his mother and ten brothers and a sister. came 
from the north of Ireland to America, and settled in Borden’s Grant. 
The maiden name of the mother was Baxter. When a young girl,. 
she was in Londnctderry. during the famous siege of 16*9. David I 
Moore’s wife was Mary Evans, and his sons were William and | 

Andrew. „ 

William Moon it was tv>m about the year 17411* at Canmcello, 
now in Rockbridge county, and received a plain education at schools 
in the neighborhood. From his boyhood he was remarkable for his 
temperate habits, intrepidity, and great physical strength. At times, 
when the country was In 0 state of alarm on account of the Indians, 
he would take solitary excursions and remain out all night by himself. 
In 1774. he participated in the battle of Point Pleasant. During the 
action, Jolm Stcclc was wouuded and about to be acalpcd, when Moore 
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interposed, shooting one Indian and knocking down another with his 
rifle. He then shouldered Steele, who was a very large and heavy 
man, and after laying him down in a safe place nearly two miles off, 
returned to the fight. Steele was accustomed to say, 44 There was no 
other man in the army who could have done it, if lie would ; and no 
other who would have done it, if he could.’’ Moore is believed to 
have been in the military service during the whole war of the 
Revolution, and at the surrender of Cornwallis, he held the rank of 
captain. 

After the war, Captain Moore settled in Lexington as a merchant. 
It is said that he brought to that town the first sack of coffee ever 
seen there. Like most enterprising men, however, he was “ in ad¬ 
vance of his age.* 1 His customers were not acquainted with coffee, 
and it remained unsold till some Pennsylvanians arrived and purchased 
it. The people of Lexington and vicinity were quicker to learn the 
use of tea. As explained by an old lady living there, her husband 
M drank the broth,” and she “ate the greens.” 

After merchandising in Lexington, Captain Moore had an iron 
furnace on South River, Rockbridge, and then lived near Fairfield. 
For many years be was a justice of the peace, and was high sheriff for 
two terms. He died in Lexington in 184.1, aged ninety-three. 

The wife of Captain Moore was Nancy MeClung, and his 
children were Samuel, David, Johu, Eliab, Jaue, Isabella, Elizabeth 
i and Nancy. 

Andrew Moore was bom, in 1752, at Canniccllo, In early life 
he made a voyage to the West Indies, and was cast away on a 
desert island, where for three weeks he and his companions lived on a 
species of lizard. He studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 
1774, In 1776 lie entered the army as lieutenant of a company of 
which John Hays was captain. Nineteen men enlisted under him at a 
log rolling as soon as he received his commission. Nearly his whole 
military life was spent in Pennsylvania, New Jersey aud New York. 
He with his company, as a part of Morgan's corps, participated at the 

( battle at Saratoga, which resulted in Burgoyne’s surrender. After a 
service of three years, and attaining the rank of captain, he resigned 
and returned home. He was a member of the Legislature from Rock¬ 
bridge when it met in Staunton, in 1781, and continued to serve in 

J tliat body till 1789. In 1788, lie was a member of the State Conven¬ 
tion which ratified the Constitution of the United States. Upon re¬ 
tiring from the Legislature he was elected a member of Congress by 
the Rockbridge District, and held the position during the entire 
/ administration of Washington. He was a member of the Legislature 
again from 1798 to 1800, and was again elected to the lower house of 
Congress in 1803. lie was then elected United States Senator, and 
served till 1809. In 1810, he was appointed by President Jefferson 
United States Marshal for the State of Virginia, which office he held 
till his death, in 1821. At an early date he was made brigadier- 
general of militia, and in 1809 major-general. He was the father of 
the late Samuel McD. and David E. Moore, of Lexington.— 
[Grigsby s Sketches.] 
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Wheti the Western District of Virginia was projected in i8ot, 
Mr. Jefferson consulted Judge Stuart of StAunton as to the appoint* 
ment of a Marshal. He wrote. April 25. iSoi, that Andrew and John 
Alexander and John Carnthers, all of Rockbridge, had been jecotn- 
mended to him by different persons. Mr. Carnthers was appointed, 
but declined. On the 5th of August. iSoi, Mr. Jefferson wrote to 
Judge Stuart, in funning him of Mr. Carnthers* refusal of the office, 
and saying: ** I have now proposed it to Colonel Andrew Moore, with 
but little hope, however, of his acceptance.” The Western District 
was, however, not established at that time, and Colonel Moore 
was appointed Marshal for the whole State iu 1810. 


Jo hx McClaxahax was probably the second son of Robert Me* 
Clanahan, the emigrant, younger than his brother Alexander, and 
older than Robert who was killed at Point 1 ’U'aaaut. lie 
extensively engaged in business, having as partner a Thomas and 
Andrew Lewis. His wife was Margaret Ann, daughter of Thomas 
Lewis. His will, dated June 25. 1774- was offered for proUtc 

November 16, 1774, and he probably died June 30th. five days after 
the execution of the frill. He left a son named l^hotnaa Lew is, who. 
however, died November 14. 1774. A posthumous child, born Decem¬ 
ber 8, 1774. was called John, and succeeded to his father's estate. 

John McClanahan. jr., moved to Kentucky, iti 1807, and coming 
hack to Virginia on business, died in 1815. probably nt LewUburg. 
lie inherited from his father the land on which Lewisburg was built* 
His wife was Mildred Maupin, of Williamsburg. They bad seven 
children, of whom only two lived to maturity and married. Their 
son John 1. '1 ' M< married I McClung, of Green¬ 

brier, and died In 1838. leaving descendants. Virginia, the daughter 
of John McClanahan, jr., married Captain John Gantt, of the U. S. 
army, and their only sou, N. B. Gantt, lives in Louisville. Kentucky. 
(1890.) 

Mr. Gantt writes that his gnnd-inother, (Mildred Maupin McC.) 
related that she had often heard her mother-in-law (Margaret Lewis 
McC.) say. that at the time her husband (the first John McClanahan) 
died, 0 the fort was besieged by Indians, and as she sat by his bed 
she heard their whoops. In her prayer book is this entry* • ' June 30, 
1774, that fatal day/ ' probably the day of her husband's death. 

The Indian, became hostile early in 1774. and probably invested , 
■some fort, so called, (possibly “ Fort Lewis" in Hath, ten miles from | 
the Warm Springs.) in June. 1774. while John McClanahan, Sr., lay I 
there on his death bed. Gen. Andrew Lewis assembled his command 
nt Camp Union, September 4th and betjan his nmrch to the Ohio,' 
September nth. The battle of Point Pleasant occurred October to, | 

*774- 
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'Alexander St. Clair, whose wife was a sister of John MeClanahan, 
Sr., was one of the executors of his brother-in-law and guardian of the 
son John. After the marriage of John McChmahan’s widow to Col. 
William Bowyer, the friendly suit of Bowyer and wile vs. McClana* 
ban’s executors was brought that Mrs. Bowyer might obtain her legal 
rights iu her deceased husband's estate. The accounts of St. Clair as 
guardian were also settled in the same suit. From a paper filed in 
the cause, showing the guardian’s expenditures for the ward, young 
John, wc obtain some information as to the style in which a wealthy 
youth lived in or about 1792-3. It seems that the ward was a student 
at William & Mary College, and among the expenditures, besides the 
cost of Latin and Greek books, were the following : Tuition in dancing, 
in fiddling, in psalmody and book-keeping;—cash to see the tumbler,” 
to “go to see the play,” and for knee and shoe buckles—an astonish¬ 
ing number, Mr. Edmondson was pair! £\ % 8s. for teaching the 
young man to play on the fiddle, Mr. Cheapen £$ % *p>. for teaching 
him psalmody, Mr. Vaughan £2 . 13s. 5d, lor teaching him to dance. 
Lawrence Tremper furnished him a pair of leather breeches for £\, 
6s., and Smith Thompson was paid 15 shillings for shaving him and 
dressing his hair in the summer of 1796. 



CHAPTER IX. 


TITK WAR Or THX REVOLUTION, ETC., FROM 1 775 TO 1779- 

The first patriotic meeting of the people of Augusta county, of 
which we have any account, was held in Staunton, February 22 % 1775. 
The proceeding* were reported as follows: 

’•After due notice given to the freeholders of the county of Au¬ 
gusta to meet in Stautiton, for the purpose of electing delegates to 
represent them in Colony Convention at the town of Richmond, on 
the loth of March, 1775. the freeholders of said county thought 
proper to refer the choice of their delegates to the judgment of the 
committee, who, thus authorized by the general voice of the people, 
met at the courthouse on the lid of February, and unanimously 
chose Mr. Thomas Lewis and Captain Samuel McDowell to represent 
them in the ensuing Convention. 

•• Instruction* were then ordered to be drawn up by the Rev. 
Alexander Balmatne, Mr. Sampson Mathews. Captain Alexander 
McClnnnhnn, Mr. Michael Bowyer, Mr. William Lewis, and Captain 
Ceorge Mathews, or any three of them, and delivered to the delegates 
thus chosen, which arc as follows: * To Mr. Thomas Lewis and 
Captain Samuel McDowell.—The committee of Augusta county, pur* 
suant to the trust reposed in them by the freeholders of the same, 
have chosen you to represent them in Colony Convention, proposed to 
be held in Richmond on the 20th of March instant. They desire that 
you may consider the people of Augusta county as impressed with just 
sentiments of loyalty and allegiance to his Majesty King George, 
whose title to the imperial cr own of Great Britain rests on no other 
foundation than the liberty, and whose glory is inseparable from the 
happiness, of all his subjects. We have also respect for the parent 
State, which respect is founded on religion, on law*, and on the genuine 
principles of the constitution. On these principles do wc earnestly de¬ 
sire to see harmony and a good understanding restored between Great 
Britain and America. 

M • Many of us and our forefathers left our native land and ex¬ 
plored this once savage wilderness to enjoy the free exercise of the 
rights of consclcucc and of human nature. These rights wc arc fully 
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resolved, with otir lives and fortunes, inviolably to preserve ; nor will 
we surrender such inestimable blessings, the purchase of toil and 
danger, to any Ministry, to any Parliament, or any body of men upon 
earth, by whom WC are not represented, and in whose decisions* 
therefore, we have no voice. 

* We desire you to tender, in the most respectful terms, our 
grateful acknowledgments to the late worthy delegates of this colony 
for their tvise, spirited, and patriotic exertions in the General Con* 
gress, and to assure them that we will uniformly and religiously 
adhere to their resolutions providently and graciously formed for their 

country’* good. 

“ ' Fully convinced that the safety and happiness of America de¬ 
pend, next to the blessing of Almighty God, on the unanimity and 
wisdom of her people, we doubt not you will, on your parts, comply 
with the recommendations of the lute Continental Congress, by ap¬ 
pointing delegates from this colony to meet in Philadelphia on the ioth 
of May, next, unless American grievances be redressed before that. 
And so we are determined to maintain unimpaired that liberty which 
is the gift of Heaven to the subjects of Britain's empire, and will most 
cordially join our countrymen in such measures as may be deemed 
wise and necessary to secure and perpetuate the ancient, just, and 
legal rights of this colony and all British America. 

*' 4 Placing our ultimate trust in the Supreme Disposer of every 
event, without whose gracious interposition the wisest schemes may 
fail of success, we desire you to move the Convention that some day, 
which may appear to them most convenient, be set apart for imploring 
the blessing of Almighty God on such plans as human wisdom and 
integrity may think necessary to adopt for preserving America happy, 
virtuous, and free.* 44 

In obedience to these instructions, the following letter was ad¬ 
dressed by Messrs. Lewis and McDowell to the members of Congress: 

14 To the Hon. Pevton Randolph, Esq s President , Richard Henry f.ee, 
George Washington > Patrick Henry , Richard Bland , Benjamin 
Harrison y and Edmund Randolph, Esqrs ., Delegates from this 
colony to the General Congress ; 

44 Gentlemen,—We have it in command from the freeholders of 
Augusta county, by their committee, held on the 22d February, to 
present you with the grateful acknowledgment of thanks for the pru¬ 
dent, virtuous, and noble exertions of the faculties with which heaven 
has endowed you iu the cause of liberty, and of everything that man 
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otight to hold sacred at the late General Congress—ft conduct so nobly 
interesting that it must command the applause, not only from this, 
but succeeding ages. May that sacred flame, that ha-* illuminated 
your mimls and influenced your conduct in projecting and concurring in 
so many salutary determinations for the preservation of A v 

erty, ever continue to direct your conduct to the latest period ©f your 
lives! May the bright example be fairly transcribed on the hearts 
and reduced into practice by every Virginian, by every American' 
May our hearts l>c open to receive and our arms strong to defend that 
liberty and freedom, the gift of heaven, now being banished from its 
latest re 1 real in Europe! Here let it be hospitably entertained in 
every breast; here let it take deep root and flourish in everlasting 
bloom, that uuder its benigu influence the virtuously free may enjoy 
secure repose and stand forth the scourge and terror of tyranny and 
tyrants of every order and denomination, till time shall be uo more. 

#l He pleased, gentlemen, to accept of their grateful sense of your 
important services, and of their ardent prayers for the best interests of 
this once happy country. And vouchsafe, gmtlcmcii. to accept of the 
same from your most humble servants.'* 

The reply of the members of Congress wai as follows : 

M To Thomas Lewis and Samuel McDowell , Esqrs , : 

M Gentleman,—Be pleased to transmit to the respectable free* 
holders of Augusta county our sincere thanks for their affectionate 
address approving our conduct in the late Continental Congress. Lt 
gives us the greatest pleasure to find that our honest endeavors to 
serve our country on this arduous and important occasion hove met 
their approbation—a reward fully adequate to our warmest wishes— 
and the assurances from the brave and spirited people of Augusta, 
that their hearts aud hands shall be devoted to the support of the 
measures adopted, or hereafter to be taken, by the Congress for the 
preservation of American liberty, give us the highest satisfaction, and 
must afford pleasure to every friend of the just rights of mankind. 
We cannot conclude without acknowledgments to you. gentlemen, for 
the polite manner in which you have communicated to us the senti¬ 
ments of your worthy constituents, and are their and your obedient 
humble servants."—[Signed by all the members of Cougress from 
Virginia.] 

The former colonial system having disappeared, all the functions 
of government were assumed and exercised by the Convention, in 
which Messrs. Lewis aud McDowell sat as delegates from Augusta. 
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The executive authority was entrusted to a committee of safety, con¬ 
sisting of eleven members—Pendleton. Mason and others—appointed 
by the Convention. To provide local governments until public affairs 
could be settled, the Convention passed an ordinance in July. 1775, 
requiring the qualified voters of each county to elect a county commit¬ 
tee, to act as a sort of executive authority in the county for carrying 
into effect the measures of the Continental Congress and the Colonial 
Convention.—[/Mj, Volume VIII, page 57.] 

Silas Hart, an old justice of the peace, whose residence was with¬ 
in the present county of Rockingham, was chairman of the Augusta 

county committee. On October 3d this committee met at Staunton, 
and, pursuant to summons, Atexandcr Miller appeared before them to 

answer charges. Miller was an Irish Presbyterian preacher, who had 
been deposed from the ministry, and was accused of having denounced 
as rebellion etc., the popular opposition to the measures of the 
British Government. He was solemnly tried and pronounced guilty. 
His punishment anticipated the recent policy in Ireland called ‘’boy¬ 
cotting.” The committee subjected the offender to no restraint, and 
advised no violence toward him. They only recommended that “ the 
good people of this county and colony have no further dealings or in¬ 
tercourse with said Miller until he convinces his countrymen of having 
repented for his past folly .”—[American Archives, Vol. Ill, page 
939-] 

The annals of the county during most of the war of the Revolu¬ 
tion are quite meager. This Valley was remote from the scenes of 
combat, and only once was there an alarm of invasion. The domestic 
life of the people and the business of the county court were generally 
undisturbed during the war. Public business was transacted and 
writs were issued in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
instead of the king of Great Britain, and there was little other change. 
The abolition of the religious establishment in the course of rime 
marked the most important departure from the old order of things. 
So far from danger was this region considered, that the Continental 
Congress, by resolution of September 8, 1776. advised the Executive 
Conucil of Pennsylvania to send disaffected Quakers arrested in 
Philadelphia, to Staunton for safe-keeping. A number of Quakers, a 
druggist, and a dancing-master were soon afterwards brought to 
Winchester and detained there eight or nine months; but we have no 
account of any persons of the same class having been in Staunton. 
Several hundred Hessians, captured at Trenton, were, however, 
detained here for a considerable time, and there is a tradition that 
some of these were employed by Peter Hanger to build the older part 
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of the dwelling formerly standing on Spring Farm, adjacent to the 
city orator- works.* 

How invaluable would be a diary written, even crudely, by a 
resident of the county during the war, telling about the raising of 
troops, the departure of individuals and companies for the army, the 
rumors which agitated the community, mid the simple events of 
common life f But nothing of the kind exists. We have, however, 
some extract* from the diary of a young Presbyterian minister who 
made two visits to the county iu 1775- There is not much in them, 
nnd no reference whatever to public events; but the mere mention of a 
few people living in the county at that time is somewhat interesting. 
The minister referred to was the Rev. John McMillan, of western 
Pennsylvania, afterwards the Rev. Dr McMillan, the founder of 
Jefferson College; and a portion of his diary is found in s book called 
• # Old Redstone*' (Presbytery), by the Rev. Dr. Joacph Smith. 

Young McMillan came from Pennsylvania, on his second visit, io 
November. 1775. He says : 

4 ' ^Mt^-*PUKd through Stephensburgh. Stovcmtown, and 
Mtllendown—crossed Shenandoah, and after travelling forty-eight 
miles, we came to a Dutchman’s, where we tarried all night. 

M Tuetday .—We rode this day thirty - five miles—crossed the 
North river, and lodged at Widow Watson’s. 

*' Wednesday. —About noon, came to Staunton; where, it being 
court time, I met with n number of my old acquaintances, who pro¬ 
fessed great joy to see me. I stayed in town till towards evening, and 
then rode to John Trimble’s. This day I travelled about twenty-two 
miles. 

•• Thursday. —Continued at Mr. Trimble’s. 

11 Friday —Went to John Moflfett's. 

[John Moffett was buried m the North Mountain graveyard. Hu 
grave is marked by a sandstone, but all the inscription, except the 
name, has worn out.] 

•'Saturday —Returned to Mr. Trimble's; and, in the timing, 
Benjamin Brown brought me a pair of shoes for which I paid him El 

• Die Hessian fly. from which the farmers of the country suffered so severely 
for many yrars, it emit in only believed to have been imported by the HessUn 
troops in their straw bedding, nnd hence the dattic. It appeared on bong Island 
during the Revolutionary war, *ud quite numerously in Virgiuta iu 1796. 
Me Master's History says it first appeared in New York io lsbi. 
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"Sabbath (the fourth in November.)—Preached at the North 
Mountain, and lodged with Matthew Thompson, / 

“ Monday .—This day I rode in company yprth John Thompson 
about sixteen miles to see my uncle ou Back crcck ; found them all 
well. 

“ Tuesday .—This morning proving very stormy, wc thought it 
most convenient to return again to the settlements, and, accordingly, 
I took leave of my relations, and though it snowed excessively, we set 
to the road, and in the evening came again to Matthew Thompson's. 

“ Wednesday .—Went to Hugh Torbet's ; from thence to Alcxau- 
der Mitchell's, where I tarried all night 


" Thursday .—Came to Joseph Blair’s 

"Friday (ist. December.)—Rode to John Moffett’s in the even* 
ing. Got a tooth pulled by Weudal Bright. Tarried here until 
Sabbath. 

v/ 

“ Sabbath (the first in December.)—Preached at the stone meet¬ 
ing-house, and in the evening rode in to Staunton in company with 
Mrs. Reed. Lodged at Mr. Reed’s. 

[Mrs. Reed afterwards, while a widow, became the second wife of 
Colonel George Mathews, from whom she was divorced. She lived to 
extreme old age in the low frame house which formerly stood on the 
south side of Beverley street, between Augusta and Water streets. A 
few persons still living remember her. She was generally called 
Aunt Reed ”] 

“ Monday .—I left town. Called at Mr. Trimble’s and lodged 
with Mr. Moffett. 

Wednesday . — This day I moved my camp to William Mo 
Pheeters*. 

44 Thursday and Friday .—Continued at the same place, spending 
my time chiefly in study.” 

On New Year’s day, 1776, he preached at Peter Hanger’s to a 
large assembly, and next day set out down the Valley. 

The Rev. James Waddell came to Augusta from Lancaster county 
about the year 1776,* and bought the Springhill farm on South River, 
originally owned by Colonel James Patton. The deed of James and 
William Thompson, Patton’s son in-law and grandbon, describes the 

• Hanover Presbytery met at hi» house, Springhill, June 18, 1777, when the 
Rev. John Blair Smith was licensed as a preacher. 
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tract as 1.508 acres. and states the price as £uooo (Ij.jjjfi). Dr. 
Waddell rcnidcd at Springhill. and preached at Tinkling Spring and 
occasionally in Staunton, while he remained in the county. One of 
the subscription papers circulated in Tinkling Spring congregation, 
for raising the pastor’s salary, has escaped destruction, and is interest¬ 
ing as showing in some degree the state of the times. The subscribers 
promised to pay the Rev. James Waddell "the sum of one hundred 
pounds, current and lawful money of Virginia, for the whole of his 
labours for one year; " payment to be made "in clean merchantable 
wheat at three shillings (fifty cents) per bushel, or in corn or rye of 
like quality at two shillings per bushel, or in other commodities he 
may want at said rates." James Bell. Sr.. promised to pay £y oa. 9d. 
(about $10). the largest subscription on the li*t. Other subscribers 
were John Ramsey, Thomas Turk. John Ramsey, Jr., William Black, 
William Guthrie, John Collins, John Caldwell, Benjamin Stuart, 
Robert Thompsou, A. Thompson, Thomas Stuart, and Walter Davis. 
The subscription for 1785 was ^40 in ca s h for half the minister's time, 
the other half to be bestowed in Staunton.—{/«* tt't Sk/Uhn, First 
Series, page 376.] 

In the early part of 1776, the county committee of Augusta 
adopted a memorial to the Convention, of which we have no account 
except in the journal of that body. The purport of the paper, 
presented to the Convention on the toth of May, is thus awkwardly 
stated in the journal: M A representation from the committee of the 
county of Augusta was presented to the Convention and read, setting 
forth the present unhappy situation of the country, and from the 
ministerial measures of revenge now pursuing, representing the neces¬ 
sity of making the confederacy of the united colonies the most per¬ 
fect. independent and lasting, and of framing an equal, free and liberal 
government, that may bear the test of all future ages/' This is said 
to be the first expression of the policy of establishing an independent 
State government and permanent confederation of States, which the J 
parliamentary journals of America contain.* It is curious, however, 
to observe how carefully "the representation" throws the blame of 
the measures complained of upon the British ministers, still seeking 
apparently to avoid censuring the king. The feeling of loyalty to the 
sovereign was hard to give up. / 

The lost Court of Augusta County under the authority of the 
King of Great Britain, was held May 1, 1776, when a man accused of 
stealing a horse was sent on for trial before the General Court at 
Williamsburg. 

• Hugh Ulair Grigsby. 
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The first Court under authority of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
pursuant to au ordinance of the Convention, was held July 16, 1776.— 
Samuel McDowell and Sampson Mathews administered the prescribed 
oath to Archibald Alexander, justice of the peace, who immediately 
administered the oath to them. John Christian qualified as sheriff 
and Richard Madison as deputy clerk. Court was proclaimed and 
then adjourned till the next monthly term. The orders were signed 
by Archibald Alexander.* 

At the Court held August 20, 1776, Archibald Alexander was 
recommended to the Governor for the office of High Sheriff of Augus¬ 
ta, and qualified as such November 19, 1776. At the same time 
Alexander St. Clair was recommended as a justice of the peace. 

In October, 1776, the "several companies of militia and free¬ 
holders of Augusta ’* forwarded to the representatives of the county 
in the Legislature their "sentiments" on the subject of religious 
liberty. They demanded that “ all religious denominations within 
the Dominion be forthwith put in full possession of equnl liberty, 
without preference or pre-eminence," etc. The paper was signed by 
John Magill, James Allen, George Moffett, Alexander St. Clair, John 
Poage, John Davis, Alexander Long, William McPheeters, Elijah 
McClatmhan, Alexander Thompson, Archibald Alexander, Robert 
Wilson, James Walker, Charles Campbell, Walter Cunningham, and 
others.— [simtrican Archivfs , Fifth Series, Volume II. page 815.] 

At n special terra of the County Court of Augusta, held Decernber 
18, 1776, Mary Wolfinger^ifas tried for felony, and being found guilty 
agreed to receive corporal punishment, rather than go to WilHams- 
burg for final trial before the General Court. Thereupon, she was 
sentenced to receive " twenty lashes on her bare back, well laid on, at 
the public whipping post.”—But her husband appeared before the 
Court, and acknowledged himself "the capital on the offence whereof 
she is convicted,' and asked that he might be punished instead of his 
wife, and the Court so ordered. 

It is impossible to obtain any list or particular account of troops 
furnished by Augusta county during the Revolutionary war, and the 
names of ouly a few comparatively of the soldiers have escaped 
oblivion. As a general fact, we know that most of the younger men 
of the county were in the military service. One of them, William Mc- 
Cutcheu, of Bethel neighborhood, who survived to a good old age, 

* AftervmrcJg, the free male inhabitants were required to swear allegiance to 
the State, and commissioners were appointed by the Court to administer the 
oath. 
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s er v ed three M tours M in the army. The first and longest was in New 

Jersey, when he was so young that the recruiting officer doubted 
about admitting him into the ranks. The second term of service was 
on the invasion of Virginia by Cornwallis, and the third was at York- 
town. Dismissed to return home from the Jerseys, after his time of 
service had expired, he received his wages in Continental money. 
"Soon after leaving camp, a landlord, supposed not favorable to the 
cause, refused Ydtn and \\\s companion a men\ of vt<Aun\a for Ness than 
five dollars apiece in paper currency. The next landlord demanded 
two-ancbahalf dollars. They determined to travel aa far as possible 
in a day, and to eat but one meal In all the places along the road 
where they called for refreshments they were a«kcd, * Can yon pay for 
it t* and * In what can you pay for it?* In Winchester, where they 
purchased their last meal, the landlord took but half price of them, as 
they were soldiers—the first time any allowance was made in their 
favor—and charged only a dollar and a half. A week’s wages would 
not pay their expenses, traveling on foot, a single day.’*— [Foote's 
Sketchr r. Second Series, page ao6 ] The paper currency depreciated 
so greatly that it was finally called in. and funded at the rate of one 
for a thousand.—Hening’s introduction to Volume II.] 

| The regular array was recruited by bounties, by volunteers, and 
by drafts from the militia. For the assistance of North and South 
Carolina, aa welt as to repel the invasion of Virginia, the whole 1 >ody 
of the militia might be called out, as provided by act of the legisla¬ 
ture. 

The general officers we reappointed by the Continental Congress ; 
and early in the war Andrew Lewis was appointed a brigadier-general. 

It is said that Washington recommended Andrew Lewis for the post 
of Coinmunder-in-Chief of the Continental armies. He commanded at 
Williamsburg early in 1776, and in July drove Dunmorc from G wynn's 
Island. It seems there was no opportunity for tlie display of the mili¬ 
tary talent universally attributed to him. He died during the war. 
in 1781. * 

From various ordinances of Convention and acts of Assembly, 
printed in I/ening's Statutes at Large, we learn how the State raised 
her quota of troops, and incidentally what troops, or companies, Au- 

• General Lewi a* wife was a W» CAvena, of Augusta. U\i aoo* were John. ^ 
Samuel, Thomas, Andiew and William. John waa captain of a Botetourt com¬ 
pany at the Iwttlr of Poiut Pleasant. Samuel was a lieutenant-colonel in I7W1. 

The death of General I.ewla occurred at Colonel Buford'a, eastern base of tlie 
Bine Ridge. He waa buried on his eaiate called " Dropotottf," nrar Salem, Roan¬ 
oke county. 
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gusta famished. Wc, therefore, give a synopsis of the ordinances 
and acts referred to. 

The Convention, which managed affairs in Virginia from the time 
the old system of government disappeared till the adoption of the first 
Constitution of the State, in 1776, passed an ordinance July r7, t? 75 > 
for raising two regiments of regulars, and for organising the militia. 
The first regiment was to consist of 544 rank and file, with a colonel, 
lieutenant-colonel, major, 8 captains, 16 lieutenants, and 8 ensigns; 
and the second of 476 rank and file, with seven companies and cor¬ 
responding officers. The field officers were appointed by the Conven¬ 
tion.—Patrick Henry to command the first regiment. William Wood¬ 
ford* the second The companies were to consist of 68 men each, to 
l>c enlisted in districts, and to serve one year. The companies raised 
in the district composed of Augusta etc., to be “expert riflemen.” 
The company officers were appointed by the members of the Conven¬ 
tion from the district. 

The whole State was divided into military districts, and the militia 
were ordered to be embodied as minute men. The counties of Buck¬ 
ingham. Amherst, Albemarle and Angasta constituted one district . 
Each district was to raise a battalion of 500 men, rank and file, from 
the age of 16 to that of 50. to be divided into ten companies of 50 men 
each. The officers were to be appointed by committees selected by 
the various county committees. The battalion was required to be kept 
in training at some convenient place for twelve days, twice a year ; and 
the several companies to be mustered four days in each month, except 
December, January and February, in their respective counties. 

Every mnn so enlisted was required to 0 furnish himself with a 
good rifle, if to be had, otherwise with a tomahawk, common firelock, 
bayonet, pouch, or cartouch box, and three charges of powder and 
t*alL” Upon affidavit that the minute-man was not able to furnish his 
arms etc., they were to be supplied at public expense. The officers 
were required to equip themselves, and officers and men were liable to 
a fine for failure in this respect. 

For the only account of any proceedings under the ordinances 
passed by the State Convention in July, 1775, providing for the or¬ 
ganisation of “minute mm," we are indebted to the" Gitmer 
Papers, 0 issued in 1887 by the Virginia Historical Society. Com- 

• Colonel Woodford wu born in Caroline county; served in the French and 
Indian wars, commanded at the battle of Great Bridge, December 9, 1775; was 
promoted Brig. General and participated in various battles ; wounded at Brandy¬ 
wine ; made prisoner in 1780. at skge of Charleston , taken to New York, and 
died there, Xov. 18, 1780, aged 45. 
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missioned from the counties of Buckingham. Amherst, Albemarle and 
Augusta, composing a district, met on the 8th of September, 1775. at 
the house of James Woods, in Amherst, now Nelson. The commis¬ 
sioners from Augusts were Sampson Mathews, Alexander McClanahan 
and Samuel McDowell* It was resolved that Augusta furnish four 
companies of fifty men each, and that each of the other counties 
furnish two companies, making the total of ten companies and five 
hundred men required by the ordinance, George Mathews, of Au¬ 
gusta, was chosen colonel; Charles Lewis, of Albemarle, lieutenant- 
colonel; David Gaines, major; and Thomas Patterson (or Pattcson, 
doubtless, of Buckingham), •• commissary of masters/' 

The officers appointed for the Augnsta companies were as follows: 

1st. Benjamin Harrison, captain; Henry Evans, lieutenant ; and 
Curord Custard, ensign. 

ad. Daniel Stephenson, captain ; John McMahon, lieutenant ; and 
Samuel Henderson, ensign. 

3d. Alexander Long, captain ; James Sayres, lieutenant; and 
John Buchanan, ensign. 

4th, William Lyle, Jr. f lieutenant; and William Moore, ensign. 
The captain of this company was not named. 

The first company was evidently intended to lie raised in the 
northern pari of the county, now Rockingham, and the fourth in the 
southern part, now Rockbridge. 

The regiment was required to meet on the east side of the Blue 
Ridge, nt a point to be designated by the colonel, within three miles 
of Rock fish Gap. 

As far as we have learned, no other proceedings were taken in 
pursuance of the ordinance, and probably the regiment never mustered. 
In December following, an ordinance was passed for raining seven 
regiments of regulars, in addition to the First and Second, and George 
Mathews was then appointed by the Convention lieutenant-colonel of 
the Ninth. The latter ordinance superseded the former, which pro¬ 
posed merely a militia organization. 

The ordinance of July. 1775. also called for two regiments of 
regulars, the First and Second, and the district commissioners, at their 
meeting in September, designated the officers f«»r two companies. 
Among them was Thomas Hughes, but whether captain or lieutenant 
it is impossible to tell from Dr. Gilmer's memorandum, William 
Robertson, of Augusta, was chosen a lieutenant. 

Lieutenant Robertson entered the service in 1775, and was at the 
battles of Great Bridge, Brandywine and Germantown. Being a mem¬ 
ber of Colonel Mathew*' regiment at Germantown, he was taken pris- 



246 


ANNALS OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 


oner there, and detained three years. After his discharge, he rejoined 
the army and served till the close of the war. He died November 12, 
1831.* 

In December, 1775, the Convention passed another ordinance for 
raising additional troops. It provided for augmenting the two regi¬ 
ments already raised, by the addition of two companies to the first, 
and three to the second; ami also for raising six additional regiments, 
of ten companies each, and sixty-eight men to a company. One of the 
new regiments was to l>e made up of Germans and others, as the 
county committees of Augusta, West Augusta, Frederick, etc., should 
judge expedient. Captains and other company officers were to be ap¬ 
pointed by the committees of the counties in which companies were 
raised, respectively. Two captains, two first and two second lieuten¬ 
ants, etc., were assigned to Augusta, and it was expected that their 
companies would be raised in the county. The men were to be enlis¬ 
ted for two years from April 10, 1776. 

Arms, etc., for the new companies were to be furnished by the 
public; but until muskets could be procured, the men were to bring 
the best guns they had,—riflemen to bring rilles anil tomahawks. For 
smooth-bore guns and for rifles and tomahawks, private property, rent 
would be allowed at the rate of 205. a year. Each soldier was allowed, 
out of his pay, “a hunting shirt, pair of leggins, and binding fir his 
hat” (I) pay of colonels, 17s. 6d. per day ; captains, 6s. and privates, 
is. 4fl. 

The same ordinnnee provided for raising a Ninth regiment of 
seven companies, sixty*eight men to a company, for the protection of 
Accomac and Northampton counties. It was evidently contemplated 
that the Ninth regiment should be recruited in the counties named. 
By a subsequent ordinance, the Ninth was augmented by the addition 
of three companies, so as to m ike it equal with other regiments. Three 
of the companies were raised in Accomac. two in Northampton, and 
three on the western shore. 

The same ordinance, of December, 1775, also provided that the 
committee of Augusta county should appoint officers to command a 
company of fifty men, to be stationed at the mouth of the Little 
Kanawha. 

* The only child of William Robertson was the wife of Charter A. Stuart, of 
Greenbrier, who, with bis booh, William Robertson Stuart and John Stuart, suc¬ 
ceeded to the old gentleman** property. He owned at one time the mill which 
stood where the mill of Wit* & Holt is uow, on Lewis creek just cast uf Staunton, 
but sold it before his death to Jacob Smith. 
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The State Constitution was adopted by the Convention June 29, 
1776. The couuties of " East Augusta and Dunmorc" constituted a 
district for the election of a Stijte senator. The name Dunmore was 
afterwards changed to ••Shenandoah.’* West Atigusta constituted 
another senatorial district. 

The Legislature elected under the State Constitution met for the 
first time October 7, 1776, and soon thereafter passed an act for rais¬ 
ing six additional battalions "on the continental establishment," and 
assigning two captains, etc., to Augusta. 

Other act> for recruiting the army will be mentioned as we pro¬ 
ceed. 

Thus we find that a number of company officers were assigned to 
Augusta, with the expectation, of course, that the men should be en¬ 
listed in the county. The companies were no doubt raised, yet there 
is uo record or tradition in regard to their assembling and marching 
off, nor even of the names of most of the officers. Our local archives 
furnish little information on the subject, and wc have applied in vain 
at Richmond and Washington for the names of officer*. 

The act of the first Legislature after the adoption of the Consti¬ 
tution. referred to above, prescribed that the militia officers of each 
county, assembled in court-martial, should elect the company officers 
assigned to their county. The court-martial of Augusta militia met at 
the courthouse, December 3, 1776, to discharge that duty. Present, 
Colonels Abraham Smith and Alexauder Thompson, and Captains 
David Bell, John Stevenson, James Ewing, Daniel Smith, Peachy 
Gilmer, John Young, David Laird, George Moffett, Alexander Rob¬ 
ertson, William Anderson, and others. 

The court proceeded to choose by ballot officers M to ruise two 
companies of regulars according to act of assembly," and the follow¬ 
ing were chosen: First company—John Symc,* Captain ; Charles 

* One of Capt Syme't recruits seems to have berti fond of military life. In 
hit “declaration," in I8tt, when he applied for a pension, he states that he di¬ 
luted. Decern her 19, 177S. under Cipt John Syme. 10th Virginia Regiment, and 
•erred three jmhl In 1790 he enlisted again, in Staunton, under Col. Hampton 
M*thews, to serve during the war ; but w*« taken prisoner at Bluford'i (Buford's I) 
defeat in North Carolina, and was a paroled prisoner during the rvmsindrr of the 
war. In 17W, he again enlisted and served three years •• in Wayne’s army.** 

Many leading patriots wanted to fight the war out with militia, having a 
great dread of a standing army and whatever might tend to a monarchy. Dr. 
Rttsh wrote to John Adams that be hoped no American citizen would demean 
himself by etdisting far three years. Washington, Prauklln and others saw that 
a standing force better disciplined than militia, wan indispensable; hut they 
were warmly opposed by mauy others, including Adams and the Lcca. 
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meion, First Lieutenant ; William Christian, Second Licutenar 
and James Hamilton, Ensign. Seeoud company—David Laird (a 
member of the court-martial), Captain ; Andrew Anderson, First 
Lieutenant ; William Smith, Second Lieutenant; and Michael Troutt. 
Ensign. The Lieutenant Anderson mentioned was no doubt the 
person known nfter the war as Colonel Anderson, who often repre¬ 
sented the county in the House of Delegates. 

At a court-martial held February 1, 1777, it was reported that 
Captain Synic had recruited twenty-eight men, Lieutenant Cameron, 
twenty, Lieutenant Christian, twelve, and Ensign Hamilton, ten, 
making seventy rank and file. There was no report from Captain 
Laird and Lieutenant Anderson, but it was believed they had nearly 
completed their respective numbers. Lieutenant Smith had enlisted 
seventeen men and Ensign Evans, ten. The last named appears to 
have been substituted for Ensign Troutt. 

Governor Gilmer tells us that John, Andrew, and Thomas Lewis, 
sons of Thomas Lewis, were officers in the Revolutionary army. He 
also mentions a Captain Hughes and a Captain McElliany, of the 
Continental army, both of whom married daughters of Thomas Lewis, 
and also Layton Yancey, another officer, who married another daugh¬ 
ter. John Lewis, son of William, commanded u company at the bat¬ 
tle of Monmouth. Robert Gamble, of Augusta, says Governor Gilmer, 
was an officer in the army very early in the war, anti continued to 
serve to its close. He was generally with the main army, and uuder 
the immediate command of Washington. 

These and others whose names have not reached us were no 
doubt the officers of the vnrious companies raised in the county. We 
shall have occasion hereafter to speak of Moffett, Tate, Doak, Stuart. 
Fulton, and others who served as officers in the field when the militia 
was called out at different times. Rol>ert Doak, then a young man, 
was ensign of Captaiu Tate’s company at the battle of Guilford. 

But Augusta furnished at the outset at least two officers of higher 
rank than captain. Alexander McClanahan was appointed by the 
Convention, in 1775, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Seventh regiment, of 
which William Dangcrficld was Colonel, and William Nelson, Major. 
Colonel McClanahan was at the battle of Great Bridge, near Norfolk, 
December 9, 1775, in which every British grenadier was killed, with¬ 
out loss to the Virginians. lie served under General Andrew Lewis, 
at Williamsburg, in 1776, and was commissioned Colonel of the 
Seventh October 7, 1776. At that time General Woodford's brigade 
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wo composed of the Third, Seventh, Eleventh, and Fifteenth Virginia 
regiment*.* 

George Mathews was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Ninth 
regiment, of which Thomas Fleming was Colonel, and M. Donovan, 
Major. This regiment was at first stationed on the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia, for the protection of Accomac and Northampton counties, 
but was afterwords u part of the main army under Washington. In 
December, 1776, the regiment marched to join the main army. On 
the march the Colonel died, and Liettt. Col. Mathews succeeded to the 
command. The date of his commission a* Colonel is February 10, 
1777. He commanded the regiment at the battle of Germantown, in 
which he and all hie racu were captured by the British.t 

Colonel McClauahnn retired from the army before the close of the 
war. bnt in a M Hat of general and field officers of the lute urtny of the 
United States who continued in service to the end of the war/' 
George Mathews appears as the fourteenth name in the lut of colonels. 

We learn something about the services of Augusta militia during 
the war. from the " declarations ” of various old soldiers in 1833, with 
a view to obtaining pensions, pursuant to an act of Cougrcss.J 

Joseph Beil, of South River, wbeu 21 years of age. was drafted in 
1776, with other militia men, Cat the protection of the southwestern 
frontier against the ImliauSw They rendezvoused at the site of the 
present town of Lexington, july 15. 1776, and were assigned to the 
company of Capt. John Lyle. From that point the men marched to 
the Holiton river, under command of Cob Russell. From thence 
they marched to the Great Island of Hols ton, and were placed under 
command of Col. William Christian, with whom they went on the ex¬ 
pedition against the Cherokee towns southwest of the Tennessee 
river. The command remained in the Indian country for some time, 
and returned about the middle of December, having been in service 

9 Coloocl McClsnahau'* children were two daughters, Mrs. Abney amt Mrs. 
Austin; ami a ton, John, who died unmarried. Hit wife was • Miaa Shelton, a 
sister of I 1 *I rick Henry 1 * first wife. 

t Gen. Henry Lee, referring to the battle of Germantown, < See Lee'* Me¬ 
moir*. edition of HMMI. page lift.) says: “Oar 1 an wu considerable, and unhappily 
augmented by the capture of the Ninth Virginia regiment and It* brave Colonel 
Matthew*, who had, with * part of the Sixth, led by Colonel Towles, victoriously 
pierced into the midat of the British army, where, gallantly contending, unsup¬ 
ported. tie was compelled tu surrender." 

I These pnj*r* were resurrected by Mr. II. P. Cochran from the musty file* 
of the County Court Clerk** Office. 
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about five months. There was no battle, and not a man was lost. 
William Willson was a private in the same company, of which Wil¬ 
liam McCutehen was Lieutenant and Joseph Long, Ensign. 

At least one other company from the county was in Col. 
Christian s expedition. It was commanded by Capt. William Chris¬ 
tian, Lieut. Patrick Buchanan, and Ensign Zachariali Johnston, and 
assembled at Midway, (Steele's Tavern.) 

Alexander Williams was drafted in August, 1776. in Copt. Hen¬ 
derson's company, and marched under Col. William Bowyer to join 
General McIntosh on the western frontier. This company was at 
Fort McIntosh some months, and then at Fort Lawrence. 

A company commanded by Capt. William Kincaid and Lieut. 
James Steele, marched from Staunton, in March, 1777, to a block¬ 
house on the west fork of Monongalia. Alexander Williams and 
William Armstrong were members of the company. 

John McCutchcn served thr^e months, in 1777 of 1778, against 
the Indians, under Capt. Andrew Lockridge, Lieut. Audrew Kincaid, 
aud Ensign James Gay, and was stationed at Clover Lick (Pocahontas 
county.) He was called out again, in Jane, 1779, by the alarm about 
an assault by Indians on Donnelly’s Fort, Greenbrier, and was 
stationed, with others, under John Wackub, at the Warm Springs, to 
protect that place. 

Smith Thompson's declaration, made in the County Court, July 
24, 1820, sets forth that he was then about 73 years old; that lie 
enlisted in Staunton, on July 10. 1777, with Lieut. Robert Kirk, of 
Capt. Granville Smith’s company, attached to the i6tb Regiment 
commanded by Col. William Grayson ; that he was in the battles of 
Monmouth, Stony Point aud Paulas Hook, and at the siege of Charles¬ 
ton, where he was captured ; that he was discharged from service in 
the continental line, in June, 1780 ; and that he was afterwards at the 
battle of Guilford, C H., and the capture of Cornwallis He says he 
was a weaver by trade; but for many years he followed the business of 
\\ a barber in Staunton, and boasted that he had shaved Gen. Wash- 
ington, preserving with care the razor he claimed to have used. 

By the erection of Botetourt county, in 1769, and the legal 
recognition of the district of West Augusta, in 1776, the comity of 
Augusta was shorn of much the larger part of her original territory. 
She was thns reduced to her present territory, with parts of the 
present counties of Rockbridge, Bath and Alleghany, and all of 
Rockingham, Highland and Pendleton. 





OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 


*5* 

The district of West Augusta appears to have been evolved, rather 
than created by law. Its existence was first recognised by the Legis¬ 
lature during the session which began October 7. 1776, when an act 
was passed for ascertaining the boundary between the county of 
Augusta and the district of West Augusta." The boundary of the 
district is thus described: 14 Beginning on the Alleghany mountain, 
between the beads of Potowmaek, Cheat and Greenbrier rivers, thence 
along the ridge of mountains which divides the waters of Cheat river 
from those of Greenbrier and thot branch of the Mnnutiguhcla river, 
called Tygcr's valley river, to the Monongahela river; thence up the 
said river and the west fork thereof to Bingerman's creek, on the 
north side of the said west fork ; thence up the snid creek to the head 
thereof; thence in a direct course to the head of Middle Island creek, 
a branch of the Ohio; and thence to the Ohio, including al! of the 
waters of the said creek in the aforesaid district of West Augusta ; all 
that territory lying to the northward of the aforesaid, and to the west¬ 
ward of the State* of Pennsylvania and Maryland, shall t*e deemed, 
and is hereby declared, to be within the district of West Augusta.” 

The act proceeded to divide the district into the three counties of 
Ohio, Yohogania and Monongalia. The greater part of Yohogania 
fell within the territory of Pennsylvania, when the boundary line 
between that State and Virginia was established ; and the residue was, 
by act of 1785, added to Ohio county, and Yohogania became 
extinct. 

We may state that the rhetorical declaration about West Augusta, 
attributed to Washington, at a dark day during the war, la .sheer 
fiction. What Washington said, in the simplest terms, was, that if 
driven to extremity, he would retreat to Augusta county, in Virginia, 
and there make a stand. 

The State undertook to provide a navy, but the trouble was to 
obtain linen cloth for sails. Therefore, an act passed by the Legisla¬ 
ture during its first session 14 in regard to the Virginia fleet." appoint¬ 
ed Sampson Mathews and Alexander St. Clair, of Stannton. trustees, 
•'to erect at public expense and superintend a manufactory at such 
place as they shall think proper, for the making of sail duck." at a cost 
not exceeding one thousand pounds. We can imagine the reasons 
which induced the selection of this region for the purpose mentioned. 
Staunton was regarded as a place not likely to be invaded by the ene¬ 
my ; much flax was theu and afterwards raised in the county ; and j 
there were many natives of the north of Ireland living here, who were 
skilled in weaving linen doth. England having no rival industry, for 
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a long time imposed no restriction upon the manufacture of flax and 
hemp in Ireland. The people of Ulster took advantage of their oppor¬ 
tunity, and finally supplied sails for the whole British navy. The 
manufacture extended to England* however, and the Irish trade was 
thereupon crippled by a duty ou sail cloth. This led to another flight 
of Ulster people to America a few years before the outbreak of the 
Revolution* We have found no other reference to the manufacture of 
sail cloth in this region. 

The Legislature of 1776, passed an act repealing all acts of the 
British Parliament which made criminal the maintenance of any relig¬ 
ious opinions, forbearing to attend church, or the exercise of any mode 
of worship. The act also exempted Dissenters from all levies, taxes, 
and impositions for the support of the 41 Established Church"—still so 
called. But nil Dissenters, as well as others, were required to con¬ 
tribute to the salaries of ministers and other parish dues, up to Janua¬ 
ry *• 1777* The vestries were to continue their care of the poor. 
Glcbea, churches and chapels were to be kept for the use of the <fc Es¬ 
tablished Church,” but all acts providing salaries for ministers were 
suspended. 

At the meeting of the vestry of Augusta parish, in February, 
1777, Mr. Jones, the rector, appeared by Robert McClauahan, his 
attorney. He was allowed £700 for the year 1776, and to February 
/, 1777; but Mr. Balmaine, late curate, was to receive out of the 
said sum the balance due to him,—^103, 10s. iod. It was ordered 
that the collector pay to Robert McClauahan the remainder of the 
£200, he'entering into bond to keep aud matutain Mr. Jones, and save 
the parish any expense on his account for three years. Very likely, 
before the three years expired, the aged rector had departed this life, 
Wc hear no more of him. The Glebe was turned over to the vestry 
to make wliat they could of it. William Bowycr aud Alexauder St. 
Clair were elected church wardens. 

At the Ik? ginning of the war, when the State first called for troops, 
the young and ardent men no doubt rushed into the army, and there 
was no difficulty in filling up the ranks. The officers were eager for 
military distinction, aud others, not anticipating a protracted war, were 
anxious to participate in the frolic. As months and years rolled by, 
and the war still continued, the popular enthusiasm evidently cooled 
down. It was one thing to march out and shoot at the British and 
return home " covered with glory, 41 aud a different thing entirely to 
be kept from home indefinitely, marching about or lolling in camp, ex¬ 
posed to the weather, badly dad, and nearly all the time without 
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sufficient food* Many men who had courage and patriot ism to serve a 
campaign, hesitated about voluntarily taking upon themselves the 
sufferings mentioned. But the casualties of war depleted the regi¬ 
ments in the field, and recruits were demanded. Volunteers in suffi¬ 
cient number were not forthcoming, and drafting was resorted to. 

Governor Patrick Henry, writing to General Washington, March 
29, 1777, on the subject of Virginia's quota of Continental troops, says: 

M In a very little time seven (7) companies were made up in Augusta.” 

The Legislature passed an act in May, 1776, M for completing the 
quota of troops to be raised In this Commonwealth for the Continental 
army/' Any two militiamen procuring a recruit for three years, or 
the war, were exempted from draft and muster. To complete the six 
additional battalions already mentioned, drafting was ordered to be 
made on the 10th of August, unless the number of men required had 
previously enlisted. 

Again, in 1777, the people of Augusta sent supplies to the desti- ! 
lute. From some cause unknown to us, there was a scarcity of pro¬ 
visions in Washington comity, Southwest Virginia, and the records of 
that county show that Augusta contributed hour lor the use ol ” ibe 
distressed inhabitants." [Howe, p. 501.] 

The militia were called out again, in September, 1777, to protect / 
the frontier from the Indians. The men rendezvoused at Staunton on 
the 22nd. Capt. Thomair Smith commanded the company, and Joseph 
Bell, of South River, urUs first sergeant. From Staunton the company ] 
matched to the Little 1 ^Levels in Greenbrier, at which point they were 
joined by other troops under Colonel Dickerson, Lieut.-Col. George 
Skillcrn, and Mfjf Samuel McDowell. They then marched to the 
Ohio, at Point ^Pleasant, to join the commands of General Hand. 
After being there for some time, says Bell in his 1 'declaration," the 
array was drawu up and Major McDowell rode along the line and pro¬ 
claimed that the British army under Burgoyuc had surrendered ' The 
troops were then disbanded, and the Augusta men reached home about 
the second week in December, after an absence of two months and j 
three weeks. It was no doubt thought that the war was over, 1 

Samuel McCunc was in the same company, of which, he says. 
Charles Baskin was lieutenant. He says further that General Hand 
came down from Pittsburg and disbanded the men at Point Pleasant. 

At the session of the Legislature, which began in October, 1777, 
another act was paased 4 ' for recruiting the Virginia regiments on the 
Continental establishment, and for raising additional troops.” It 
provided that Colonel George Gibson’s battalion should continue in 
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the Continental service in place of the Ninth Virginia regiment, which 
was captured at Germantown. It also provided for the speedy re¬ 
cruiting of the Virginia regiments in service, Augnsta to furnish ninety- 
seven men by drafting, if a sufficient number of volunteers did not 
come forward. The drafting was to be made at the court-house of 
each county on the second Monday in February, 1778, and ouly tin- 
married men were liable to be called out. Foote relates that a com¬ 
pany of volunteers was made up at this time in Rockbridge, of which 
the Rev. William Graham was elected captain, but which was not 
called into service. We are informed, however, that the statement is 
not entirely correct. 

The counties of Rockingham and Rockbridge were established by 
I act of assembly passed at the session which began in October. 1777. 

, the former being taken from Augusta, and the latter from Augnsta 

I and Botetourt. From that time till further reduced, Augusta consist¬ 
ed of her present territory, the county of Highland, and part of Bath. 

The first session of the Comity Court of Rockbridge was held 
April 7, 1778, at the house of Samuel Wallace, the justices presiding 
being John Bowycr, Samuel McDowell, Charles Campbell, Samuel 
Lyle and Alexander Stuart. Other justices commissioned were Arch¬ 
ibald Alexander, Andrew Reid, John Trimble and John Gilmore. 
Andrew Reid being appointed clerk, was sworn in. A commission 
from Governor Patrick Henry, apijointing Archibald Alexander 
sheriff of the county during pleasure, was produced, and the sheriff 
executed !>cmd and took the oath of office. Other county officers who 
qualified were Samuel McDowell, Colonel; John Gilmore, Sen., Lieu- 
tenaut-Colonel; Alexander Stuart, Major; John Bowycr. Licutenaut; 
and James McDowell, County Surveyor. The surveyor was still 
appointed by the president atid masters of William and Mary College. 

The court sat April 18 and May 5, 1778, for the examination of 
Captain James Hall and Hugh Galbraith, "upon a charge of sus¬ 
picion" of being guilty of the killing of Cornstalk and two other 
Indians in November, 1777, and they denying their guilt, and no one 
appearing against them, they were acquitted. On both occasions the 
sheriff made proclamation at the door of the courthouse for all persons 
who could give evidence in behalf of the commonwealth against the 
accused to come forward and testify, but of course no witness 
volunteered. 

Outlie 14th of May the court sat for the trial of Mary Walker, 
wife of John Walker, who stood charged *• with speaking words main¬ 
taining the power and authority of the King and Parliament of Great 
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Britain over the United States of America. ’* A jury wo impaneled 
consisting of Henry McClung, William Ramsey, John and Samuel 
Cam them, Hugh Barclcv, William Paxton, and others, and after due 
trial the accused was pronounced guilty of the charge preferred. 
Thereupon it was considered by the court 41 that she be committed to 
close gaol four days, and that the commonwealth recover against her 
fifteen pounds, ten shillings, as damages. 44 etc. 

No attorneys appear to have qualified to practice in Rockbridge 
County Court till August term, 1778. when Harry ItinU* aud Andrew 
Moore were admitted to practice. At April court, 1782, Archibald 
Stuart wjs recommended to the Governor as “ deputy attorney for the 
State. M y 

The towrrof Lexington was legalized and named before it existed, 
or had a local habitation. The act of assembly, which established 
Rockbridge county, provided that *' at the place, which ahull be ap¬ 
pointed for holding courts in the said county of Rockbridge, there 
shall be laid off a town to be called Lexington, thirteen hundred feet 
in length and nine hundred in width.** The act further provided for 
the condemnation of the land (only about twenty-seven acres), aud 
payment for it out of the county levy- One acre was to lie reserved 
for county buildings, and the residne sold by the justices. 

Rockbridge was so called from the celebrated Natural Bridge, in 
the southeast part of the eouuty, and Lexingtou after the town in 
Massachusetts, where the first battle of the Revolution occurred. 

It is presumed that Rockingham county was named in honor of 
the Mnrquis of Rockingham, Prime Minister of Great Britain in 
t765-’6. During his administration the Stamp Act was repealed by 
Parliament . which caused great rejoicing in America , mid the Minister 
received more credit for the repeal than he perhaps deserved. 

The County Court of Rockingham held its first session April 27, 
1778, at the house of Daniel Smith, which was two miles north of the 
site of Harrisonburg. The justices commissioned were Silas Hart, 
Dan.cl Smith. Abraham Smith, John Grattan. Josiah Davison, George 
Boswell, Thomas Hewitt. John Thomas, William Xallc, Robert Davis, 
Henry Ewing, William McDowell. Anthony Ryder. John Fitzwaters, 
and Isaac Hinckle. 

• Harry fnnU, son of Rev. Robert Ir.nis of the Episcopal church, Iwu in 
Caroline county, in 17M ; elected, in 1788, by the Legislature of Virginia, Judge 
of the Supreme Court of Kentucky, with Samuel McDowell and Caleb Wallace as 
his associste*; appointed, in 1787, Judge of the U. S. Court for Kentucky, and 
held that office till bis death, iu 1810. His brother Janie# was Attorney General 
of Virginia. 
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Only one of the justices (Isaac Hinckle) seems to bare been of tbe 
German race. At that time the Scotch-Irish no doubt predominated 
in Rockingham, and probably few of the German people then living in 
the county could write or speak the English language. 

Silas Hart was the first sheriff; Peter Hogg, the first clerk of the 
court, called in the proceedings “clerk of the peace of the county ; " 
and Thomas Lewis, the first county surveyor. The following military 
officers were nominated by the court to the Governor and Council for 
appointment: Abraham Smith, County-Lieutenant; Daniel Smith, 
Colonel; Benjamin Harrison, Lieutenant- Colonel ; John Skidmore. 
Major. For some unexplained reason the last-named person was not 
appointed Major by the executive, but the office was conferred upon 
William Nallc. John Grattan. John Thomas, and Daniel Smith, 
were appointed coroners. At May court, 1778, Gabriel Joues was ap¬ 
pointed deputy-attorney for the commonwealth, with a salary of ^40 a 
year. 

Wc now take leave of Thomas Lewis, Gabriel Jones, Silas Hart, 
Peter Hogg, John Grattan, the Smiths, and others, as citizens of 
Augusta. 

Thomas Harrison, of Rockingham, laid off fifty acres of his land 
in lots and streets, and the Legislature, in 1780, confirmed what he 
had done by establishing the town of Harrisonburg, without appoint¬ 
ing trustees, as was usual. 

Wc resume our narrative of events during the Revolution. 

Still more soldiers in the field were needed. Therefore, the 
Legislature, in May, 1778, passed an act “for raising volunteers to 
join the Grand Army.” A bounty of $30 and a complete suit of 
rcgimeutals, were promised to every soldier volunteering before 
August tst to serve till January x, 1779. To Augusta was assigned a 
captain, lieutenant and ensign ; the captain to enlist twenty four men ; 
the lieutenant, sixteen, and the ensign, ten, making a company of 
fifty. 

The vestry of Augusta parish held a meeting May 2t, 1778, but 
transacted no business except in regard to the poor. Dr. John Jack- 
>on was then practising medicine in the parish. 

The court-martial of the county sat for a number of days in suc¬ 
cession in October, 1778, Colonel Sampson Mathews presiding. George 
Moffett was then a colonel also, and a member of the court. 

On October 21, sundry persons were reported to the court “as 
delinquents for not going out when drafted, August 25, 1777/' and at 
other times. 
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The next day John Bratton, a soldier of Captain Thompson's 
company, wu tried " for deserting from the detachment of militia of 
this county commanded by Lieutenant - Colonel Bowyer, on their 
march to Fort Pitt to join General McIntosh." but was acquitted, and 
on account of bodily inSrmity , exempted from militaryr duty 

On the 23d of October. 44 William McCutchm, of Captain Samuel 
McCutcheu'a company, returned for not appearing at the place of 
rendezvous, 15th September, 1778, to join the said company on the 
expedition commanded by General McIntosh, and for opposing Lieu- , 
tenant James Buchanan and his guard by force of arms," was duly 
tried. It was ordered that the accused he fined twenty nhUUng* and 11 
imprisoned twenty days. 

The following day, it appearing that Sergeant John Barrett, of 
Captain Laird's company. Tenth Virginia regiment, had hired Camp¬ 
bell McCawly as a substitute, and that Colonel John Green, of the 
Tenth, had refused to receive the latter, Barrett nnd McCawly being 
brought before the court, and Captain Laird testifying that McCawly 
had M u*ed some deceitto induce Colonel Greet 1 to reject him, it 
was ordered that Barrett having ••sore legs,** and McCawly being fit 
for service, the latter should return to camp and be accepted in place 
of the former. 

At the same terra the court ordered that arms be furnished to 
various captain* for members of their companies too poor to supply [ 
themselves. 

In October, 1778, the Legislature passed an act fur recruiting the 
Virginia regiments, requiring each county, except lllinoii , to furnish 
the one twenty-fifth man of its militia by May 1, 1779, to serve for 
three years*, or during the war. An act of May. 1779. reciting that 
the former act had not ** produced the end proposed,” ordered that the / 
"one twenty-fifth man of the militia * be drafted for eighteen J 
months. 

By another act passed at the same session, a part of Augusta 
county was added to Monongalia. 

At a court-martial, held April 15, 1779, Lieutenant-Colonel Wil- i 
liam Bowycr was fined £10 f or not attending the court. 

On the 17th John Woods, of Captain Simpson * company, 44 re¬ 
turned at the but court for deserting from his command when he was 
a substitute for Robert Wallace, who was drafted in Captain Bell’s 
company, on the head of Greenbrier, about the last of September,” 
was fined £ 4, and ordered to be imprisoned thirty days. 
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The Augusta militia were called out in April, 1779, by Col. 
Sampson Mathews, and rendezvoused at Staunton on the 16th. The 
company was commanded by Capt. James Trimble. Joseph Bell of 
South River was orderly sergeant, and Alexander Hamilton was one 
of the privates. They marched to Tygart’s Valley, and returned 
home after an abseuce of three months. Hamilton states in his 
" declaration " that he was on several scouts, but in no battle. 

By the year 1779, courthouse No, 2 required fixing up, and the 
sheriff was ordered to employ workmen to repair the under-pinning 
and windows, so that business might be done therein ; and also to rent 
out the old courthouse, in which jailor Thomas Rhodes then lived. 


Thu Poages- 

Robert Poage, with many other settlers iu the Valley, appeared 
at Orange court, May 22, 1740, to " prove his importation," with the 
view of taking up public lands. The record sets forth that he, his 
wife, Elizabeth, and nine children, named, came from Ireland to 
Philadelphia, 44 and from thence to this colony," at his own expense. 
He may have come some years earlier than the date mentioned, but 
we find no trace of him before that time. Alexander Breckinridge 
proved his importation on the same day, aud very likely the two 
families came over in the same ship. 

Mr. Poage settled ou a plantation three miles north of Staunton, 
which he must have purchased from William Beverley, as the loud 
was in Beverley's Manor. The tract contained originally seven hun¬ 
dred and seventy-two acres. It was there, no doubt, that the young 
preacher, McAdeti. obtuined his first dinner in Virginia, ou Saturday, 
June 1755 - 

But he acquired other lands directly from the government. There 
is before us a patent on parchment, executed by Governor Goocli, 
July 30, 174*. granting to Robert Poage three hundred and six acres 
of land " in the county of Orange, on the west side of the Blue 
Ridge," to be held 44 in free and common soccage, and not iu capiie 
or by knight's service," in consideration of thirty-five shillings ; pro¬ 
vided the grantee should pay a fee rent of one shilling for every fifty 
acres, annually, "on the feast of St Michael the Archangel," etc. 
The seal attached to the patent has on it an impression of the royal 
crown of Great Britain. 

The will of Robert Poage, dated October 20, 1773, was proved in 
court March 6, 1774* The executors were William Lewis and testa¬ 
tor’s son. John The testator mentions his sons John, Thomas, 
Robert, George and William; and his daughters Martha Woods, 
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Elizabeth Crawford and Margaret Robertson. To the last six he jgavt 
only *oae pistol, each, having provided for them otherwise. The 
son Thomas is not named in the Orange county court record, and the 
presumption is that he was born after the family came to America. 
The record referred to mentions, however, two daughters, Mary and 
Sarah, who are not named in the will. Both had probably died before 
the date of the will. One of these, it is supposed, was the first wife of 
Major Robert Breckinridge (son of Alexander), who died while quite 
young, leaving two sons, Robert and Alexander Breckinridge, who 
became prominent citizens of Kentucky. 

William Poage. son of Robert, probably removed first to Albcimtrle 
(sec Mening, Vol. 7, p. 203). and finally to Kentucky. 

The only children of Robert and Elizabeth Poagc, of whom we have 
any particular account, are their sons John and Thomas. 


I. John Poige qualified as assistant to Thomas Lewis, surveyor 
of Augusta county. May 20, 1760. In 1763, he was a vestryman of 
Angusta Parish. On March 17, 1778, he became high sheriff, and on 
the next day qualified as county surveyor. His will, dated February 
16, 1789, and proved in court April 22. 1789, mention* hi* wife, Mary; 
and his children. Robert, George. James, John, Thomas, Elisabeth 
and Ann. Of mo*t of these nothing is known. 


1. Robert Poagc, son of John, qualified as assistant county sur¬ 
veyor, June 16. 1778. Nothing else is known of him. 

2 James Poagc married his cousin, Mary Woodn, daughter of 
Mrs Martha Woods, who was a daughter of Robert Poage, Sr. He 
moved to Kentucky, and was a member of the Kentucky Legislature 
1111796. He hud two sons, Andrew and George, both Presbyterian 
ministers; und two daughters, Margaret, wife of the Rev. T. S. 
Williamson. M. 0 , and Sarah, wife of the Rev. G. H. Pond. The 
last couple were mission tries. 

3. John Pocige, son of John, succeeded his father as county sur¬ 
veyor. He lived on .1 firm near Mowry s Mill, about five miles north 
of Staunton, nnd died in 1827. leaving several children, most of whom 
went west Hi* ton James, who remained in Augusta, died in 1876. 

4. Thomas Poagc, son of John, Sr., was a promising youug min¬ 
ister, who died in 179J. He had recently married a Mia* Jane Wat- 
kin*. to whom and his brother John, he left his estate. The wit¬ 
nesses to the will were the Rev. William Wilson and the Rev. John 
Potgc Campbell The Utter and John Poage were appointed execu¬ 
tors, Mr. Campbell’s name was originally simply John Campbell, but 
be added the name Poage on account of his devotion to hi* friend. 
Thomas Poage. 

5. Elizabeth, daughter of John Poage, Sr., wm the wife of the 
Rev. Dr. Moses Huge, long president of Hamplcu Siducy College. 
She was married August 23, 1783, and died June, 1802. Her three 
sons were eminent nttaisfem, viz: Rew Dr. J:\mes Hoge, of Colum¬ 
bus. Ohio; Rev. John Blair Hoge, a man of brilliant genius, who 
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died young, at Martinsburg; and Rev. Samuel Davies Hoge„ who also 
died young, the father of the Rev. Moses D. Hogc, D. D., of Rich¬ 
mond. 

Of George and Ann Poage, the remaining children of John Poage, 
Sr., nothing is known. 

II. Thomas Poage. son of Robert Sr., inherited and lived on His 
father’s homestead. His wife was Polly McClanahan, a daughter of 
Robert and Jane McClanahan, His will, proved in court. January 24, 
1803. mentions his children, viz: Elijah, Robert, John, William, 
Elizabeth, Ann. Polly and Agnes. 

1. Elijah Poage married Nancy Grattan, daughter of John Grat¬ 
tan, July 3, 1787, and went to Kentucky. 

2. Robeit Poage, son of Thomas, Sr,, married Martha Crawford, 
September 15, 1791, and went to Kentucky. 

3 John Poage, son of Thomas, Sr., married, November 27, 1792, 
Mrs. Rachel Crawford, widow of John Crawford, of Augusta, and 
daughter of Hugh Barclay, of Rockbridge. He lived in Rockbridge, 
on a farm given to him by his father, and was the grandfather of Colo¬ 
nel William T PoftgCOfLcjri in 

4. William Poage, youngest son of Thomas, Sr., was the Major 
Poage who lived many years on the ancestral farm, three miles from 
Staunton. His first wife was Betsy, daughter of Colonel Andrew An¬ 
derson. She died without Issue, and he married again, Peggy Allen, 
(see “The Allens,*') by whom there was a large family. His son 
Thomas, h rising lawyer in southwest Virginia, was Colonel of the 
Fiftieth Virginia regiment when he was killed, on Blackwatcr, in 
February, 1863. One of Major pipage's daughters is the wife of Gen¬ 
eral James A. Walker, late Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia. 

5. Ann Poage, daughter of Thomas Sr., married Major Archi¬ 
bald Woods, of Botetourt, March 5, 1789, who waft a son of Mrs. 
Martha Woods, daughter of Robert Poage, Sr. Major Woods re¬ 
moved to Ohio county, and died in 1846. His son, Thomas, who was 
cashier of the North Western Bauk of Virginia, at Wheeling, was the 
father of the Rev. Edgar Woods, of Pantops Academy, Albemarle. 

6. Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Poage, Sr. f was the wife of 
the Rev. William Wilson, of Augusta church. 

7. Polly, daughter of Thomas Poage, Sr„ was the wife of Thomas 
Wilson, a brother of the Rev. William Wilson. Thomas Wilson lived 
nt Morgantown, Northwest Virginia, and was a lawyer, mcml>cr of 
Congress, etc. His son, the Rev. Norval Wilson, was long a promi¬ 
nent minister of the Methodist Episcopal church, and 011c of his 
daughters, Mrs. Louisa Lowrie, was a missionary iu India. Among 
the grandsons of Thomas Wilson is Bishop Alphcas Wilson of the 
M. E church. 

8 Agnes Poage, daughter of Thomas, Sr., died unmarried. 
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Another family of Poages came from Ireland and settled in Rock¬ 
bridge county. The name of the ancestor is not known. He was, 
probably, a brother of Robert Poage, Sr., who settled in Augusta 
about 1740. His wife was Jane Somers. They had ten children. 
One of the sons, Jonathan, was the grandfather of Dr. Poage, late of 
Rockbridge, and of Mrs. Lane, a missionary in Brazil, and others. A 
daughter, Ann, was the wife of Isaac Carutbers, and has many de¬ 
scendants widely scattered Another daughter, Martha* married 
James Moore. The fifth child of James and Martha Moore was called 
Mary, after her father'* oldest sister, who was the wife of Major 
Alexander Stumt, father of Judge Archibald Stuart. Mary Moore 
became the wife of the Rev. Samuel Brown, of New Providence. 
When a child, nine years of age, living with her parents in Abb’s 
Valley, now Tazewell county, she and others were carried off by 
Indians, July 14, 1786, and detained in captivity three years. 


Thk Cunninghams. 

Robert Cnnntngham, a native of north Ireland, settled on a farm 
called Rock Spring, iu Augusta county, about the year 1735* He 
was one of the first set of justices of the peace appointed in 1745, and 
afterward a member of the House of Burgesses His wife was a 
widow Hauiiltou, and the mother of several children at the time of her 
second marriage. One of her daughters, Mary Hamilton, married 
David Campbell, and was the mother of John and Arthur Campbell, 
and others. Two of the daughters of Robert Cunningham also 
married Campbells. He had no son. His daughter, Martha, about 
the year 1750, married Walter Davis, who became the owner of 
Rock Spring farm. Mr. Davis never held civil office, but was an 
elder of Tinkling Spring church, and a man of much influence. His 
daughter. Margaret, married John Smith, and was the mother of Judge 
Daniel Smith, of Rockingham. His son. William Davis, bom in 1765. 
married Annie Caldwell, and died about 1851. aged eighty six. He 
was a man of high standing in the community, a justice of the peace, 
high sheriff, etc. Walter Davis. Jt., son of William, horn in 1791, 
was for many years one of the two commissioners of the revenue in 
Augusta county, and noted for his faithful and intelligent discharge 
of the duties of his office. His wife was Rebecca Van Lear. William 
C. Davis, a brother of Walter Davis, Jr., removed to Missouri in 
1836 or 1837. Dr. Thomas Parks, of Missouri, is the only surviving 
grandchild of Walter Davis. Sr. 

John Cunningham, believed to have been a brother of Robert, 
lived in Staunton, his residence being on Lot No. i, southwest comer 
of Augusta street and Spring Lane. He had three daughters and one 
son. His oldest daughter was Mrs. Margaret Rccd, who was baptized 
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died young, at Martinsburg; and Rev. Samuel Davies Hogo, who also 
died youug, the father of the Rev. Moses D. Hoge, D. D., of Rich¬ 
mond. 

Of George and Ann Poage, the remaining children of John Poage, 
Sr., nothing is known. 

IL Thomas Ponge, son of Robert. Sr., inherited and lived on his 
father’s homestead. His wife was Polly McClanahan, n daughter of 
Robert and Jane McClanahan. His will, proved in court. January 24, 
1803, mentions his children, viz: Elijah, Robert, John. William, 
Elizabeth, Anu, Polly and Agnes. 

1. Elijah Poage married Nancy Grattan, daughter of John Grat¬ 
tan, July 3, 1787, and went to Kentucky. 

2. Robert Poage, son of Thomas, Sr., married Martha Crawford, 
September 15, 1791, and went to Kentucky. 

3. John Poage, son of Thomas, Sr., married, November 27, 1792, 
Mrs. Rachel Crawford, widow of John Crawford, of Augusta, and 
daughter of Hugh Barclay, of Rockbridge He lived in Rockbridge, 
on a farm given to him by his father, and was the grandfather of Colo¬ 
nel William T. Poage of Lexiugtou. 

4. William Poage, youngest son of Thomas. Sr., was the Major 
Poage who lived many years on the ancestral farm, three miles from 
Staunton. His first wife was Betsy, daughter of Colonel Andrew An¬ 
derson. She died without issue, and he married again, Peggy Allen, 
(see **The Allens/’) by whom there was a large family. His sou 
Thomas, a rising lawyer in southwest Virginia, was Colonel of the 
Fiftieth Virginia regiment when he was killed, on Mack water, in 
February, 1863. One of Major Poage’s daughters is the wife of Gen¬ 
eral James A. Walker, late Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia. 

5. Ann Poage, daughter of Thomas, Sr., married Major Archi¬ 
bald Woods, of Botetourt, March 5, 1789, who was a son of Mrs. 
Martha Woods, daughter of Robert Poage. Sr. Major Woods re¬ 
moved to Ohio county, and died in 1846. His son, Thomas, who was 
cashier of the North Western Bank of Virginia, at Wheeling, was the 
father of the Rev. Edgar Woods, of Pantops Academy, Albemarle. 

6. Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Poage, Sr. f was the wife of 
the Rev. William Wilson, of Augusta church. 

7. Polly, daughter of Thomas Poage, Sr., was the wife of Thomas 
Wilson, a brother of the Rev. William Wilson. Thomas Wilson lived 
at Morgantown, Northwest Virginia, mid was a lawyer, member of 
Congress, etc. His son, the Rev. Norval Wilson, was long a promi¬ 
nent minister of the Methodist Episcopal church, and one of his 
daughters, Mrs. Louisa Lowrie, was a missionary in India. Among 
the grandsons of Thomas Wilson is Bishop Alpheus Wilson of the 
M. E church. 

8 Agues Poage, daughter of Thomas, Sr., died uumanried. 
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Another family of Poagcs came from Ireland and fettled in Rock¬ 
bridge county. The name of the ancestor is not known. He was, 
probably, a brother of Robert Poage. Sr., who settled in Augusta 
about 1740. His wife was Jane Somers. They had ten children. 
One of the sons, Jonathan, was the grandfather of Dr. Poage, late of 
Rockbridge, and of Mrs. Lane, a missionary in Brazil, and others. A 
daughter, Ann, was the wife of Isaac Caruthers, and has many de¬ 
scendants widely scattered. Another daughter, Martha, married 
James Moore. The fifth child of James and Martha Moore was called 
Mary, after her father's oldest sister, who was the wife of Major 
Alexander Stuart, father of Judge Archibald Stuart. Mary Moore 
became the wife of the Rev. Samuel Brown, of New Providence. 
When a child, nine years of age, living with her parents in Abb’s 
Valley, now Tazewell county, she and others were carried of! by 
Indians, July 14, 1786, and detained in captivity three years. 


The Cunninghams. 

Robert Cunningham, a native of north Ireland, settled on a farm 
called Rock Spring, in Augusta county, about the year 1735. He 
was one of the first set of justices of the peace appointed in 1745* 
afterward a member of the House of Burgesses His wife was a 
widow Hamilton, and the mother of several children at the time of her 
second marriage. One of her daughters, Mary Hamilton, married 
David Campbell, niut was the mother of John unci Arthur Campbell, 
and others. Two of the daughters of Robert Cunningham also 
married Campbells. He had no son. His daughter, Martha, about 
the year 1750, married Walter Davis, who became the owucr of 
Rock Spring farm. Mr. Davis never held civil office, but was an 
elder of Tinkling Spring church, and a man of much influence. His 
daughter, Margaret, married John Smith, and was the mother of Judge 
Daniel Smith, of Rockingham. His son, William Davis, born in 1765, 
married Annie Caldwell, and died about 1851, aged eighty six. He 
was a man of high standing in the community, a justice of the peace, 
high sheriff, etc Walter Davis. Jr., son of William, horu in 1791. 
was for many years one of the two commissioners of the revenue in 
Augusta county, and noted for his faithful and intelligent discharge 
of the duties of his office. HU wife was Rebecca Van Urar. William 
C Davis, a brother of Walter Davis, Jr., removed to Missouri in 
1836 or 1837. Dr. Thomas Parks, of Missouri, is the only surviving 
grandchild of Walter Davis, Sr. 

John Cunningham, believed to have been a brother of Robert, 
lived in Staunton, his residence being on Lot No. t, southwest corner 
of Augusta street and Spring Lane. He had three daughters and one 
son. His oldest daughter was Mrs. Margaret Reed, who was baptized 
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by Mr. Craig in 1747, a °d died in 1827. Another daughter, Isabella, 
niarned Major Robert Bums, and was the mother of Mrs. Waterman 
and Mrs. Gambill, of Rockinghnm. The third daughter of John 
CaHMflum Muhetlf, msnied Captain Thomas Smith. The oaugA- 
tersofCapt. Smith were Mrs . Michael Garber , Mrs. Moses AfcCae, 
and Mrs. John Jones. Captain Walter Cunningham, only son of John, 
removed to Kentucky in 1788, and thus the name disappeared from 
the county. 

We are indebted to Major James B, Dorman, a gTandson of Mrs. 
Moses McCue, for most of the above facts. 

Another family of Cunninghams settled at an early day in the 
*'Forks of James River," their name being written sometimes Cuning- 
ham, and occasionally Coningham. The first mention of this family 
in the records of Augusta county, is August i8, 1752, when John 
Coningham and Robert Weir received a deed for 133 acres of land in 
Borden's Grant. 

On August 5, 1753. James Coningham conveyed to his son Jacob 
100 acres, a part of 400 acres on Tees' creek, a branch of James River, 
which had beeu patented by James C.; and on February 12, 1756, he 
conveyed 128 acres of the same tract to his son Isaac. The last named 
died in 1759, Jean Cunningham having qualified as his administratrix, 
May 20. 1759. Jacob Cunningham died in 1760, as appears from the 
inventory and appraisement of his personal estate. The wife of a 
Jacob Cunningham was killed by Indians July, 1763, and his ten-year 
old daughter scalped and left far dead. One account of the first Kerr’s 
Cieek massacre states that he escaped by being absent from home; 
but the probability is that he was the person who died more than 
three years before. 

Hugh Cunningham conveyed to Law Todd, May 19, 1760, 251 
acres lying "on Wbissle Creek, Forks of James River and on May 
8, 1764, he conveyed to Jonathan Cunningham 281 acres, described as 
lying "on Carr’s Creek, Augusta county." 

John Cunningham and Margaret his wife, on May 13, 1764, con¬ 
veyed 230 acres of land and n variety of personal property to their 
son Patrick, in consideration of their maintenance by him. This John 
C. (or some other), died in 1774, his personal estate being appraised, 
March 18, 1774. at ^32, 12s. Patrick conveyed the 230 acres, August 
i8. 1766, to Edward Erwin. 

James Cunningham’s will was admitted to record March 19, 1765. 
He provided lor his wife, Margaret, and gave most of his estate to his 
son Moses. To his son Hugh, his grand-son James, (son of Jacob), 
his grand-son John, (son of Isaac), and his daughters, each, lie gave 

: iglish shilling. 

The will of Jonathan Cunningham, "of Carr's Creek," was ad¬ 
mitted to record March 20, 1770. He gave his wife, Mary*. ^60, etc., 
and left his plantation to his "dutiful father," Hugh Cunningham. 
His wife as appears from the will, was a daughter of John McKee and 
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by Mr. Craig in 1747, an ^ died in 1827. Another daughter, Isabella, 
married Major Robert Bums, and was the mother of Mrs. Waterman 
and Mrs. Gambill, of Rockingham. The third daughter of John 
Cunningham, Elizabeth, married Captain Thomas Smith. The daugh¬ 
ters of Capt. Smith were Mrs Michael Garber, Mrs. Moses McCue, 
and Mrs. John Jones. Captain Walter Cunningham, only son of John, 
removed to Kentucky in 1788, and thus the name disappeared from 
the county. 

We are indebted to Major James B. Dorman, a grandson of Mrs. 
Moses McCue, for most of the above facts. 

Another family of Cunninghams settled at an early day in the 
* Forks of James River,” their name being written sometimes Cuning- 
hnm. and occasionally Coningham. The first mention of this family 
in the records of Augusta county, is August 18, 1752, when John 
Coningham and Robert Weir received a deed for 133 acres of land in 
Borden’s Grant. 

On August 5, T753, James Coningham conveyed to his sou Jacob 
iou acres. art of ^00 acres on Tecs* creek/ a branch of James River, 
which had been patented by James C,; and on February 12. 1756. he 
conveyed 128 acres of the same tract to his son Isaac. The last named 
died in 1759, Jean Cunningham having qualified as his administratrix, 
May 20. 1759. Jacob Cunningham died in 1760. as appears from the 
inventory and appraisement of his personal estate. The wife of a 
Jacob Cunningham was killed by Indians July, 1763, and his ten-year 
old daughter scalped and left for dead. One account of the first Kerr’s 
Creek massacre states that be escaped by being absent from home; 
but the probability is that he was the person who died more than 
three years before. 

Hugh Cunningham conveyed to Law Todd. May 19, 1760, 251 
acres lying "on Whissle Creek, Forks of James River;” and on May 
8, 1764, he conveyed to Jonathan Cunningham 281 acres, described as 
lying "on Carr’s Creek, Augusta county." 

John Cunningham and Margaret his wife, on May 13, 1764. con¬ 
veyed 230 acres of land and a variety of personal property to their 
<ox\ Patrick, in consideration of their maintenance by him. This John 
C. (or some other), died in 1774, his personal estate being appraised, 
March 18, 1774, at ^32, 12s. Patrick conveyed the 230 acres, August 
r8. 1766. to Edward Erwin. 

James Cunningham *s will was admitted to record March 19, 1763. 
He provided for his wife, Margaret, and gave most of his estate to his 
son Moses. To his son Hugh, bis grand-son James, (son of Jacob), 
bis grand-son John, (son of Isaac ), and his daughters, each, he gave 
Ottt jtisli ning. 

The will of Jonathan Cunningham, "of Carr's Creek,” was ad¬ 
mitted to record March 20, 1770. He gave his wife, Mary. £*>o % etc., 
and left his plantation to his "dutiful father," Hugh Cunningham. 
His wife, as appears from the will, was a daughter of John McKee and 
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sister of Col. William McKee. The people of Kerr’s Creek were as¬ 
sembled it the house of Jonathan Cunningham at the time of the second 
massacre, in 1764, and some of the Cunninghams were then captured 
and carried off by the Indians. 

Hugh Cunningham and Sarah his wife, “of the Forks of Jame» 
River,” 011 March 20, 1770, conveyed a tract of land to John McKee, 
probably the tract devised to Hugh by his son Jonathan. 

From Mr. Clarence Cunningham, of Charleston, S. C , we learn 
that John Cunningham, of Kerr’s Creek, had four sons and three 
daughters. The sons were Robert, Patrick, John and David.—In 
January. 1769, Robert and Patrick removed to District Ninety-Six, 
S. C.. now Abbeville, and were followed, in 1770, by John and David 
and their sisters. During the Revolutionary war, Robert became an 
officer in the Hritisli army, and is known in history as the Tory 
General Robert Cunningham. 

Appleton's American Biography says : Robert Cutiniugham, loy¬ 
alist, born in Ireland about 1739; settled in District Ninety-Six. S. C., 
in 1769. and soon became a judge. He opposed the cause of the 
colonics, and in 1775 was imprisoned in Charleston. After bis release 
he joined the British forces, and. in 1780, was commissioned Brigadier 
General. He first was placed in command of a garrison in S. C\, and 
the following year served in the field against General Sumter. His 
estate was confiscated in 1782, and, having left the country, he was 
not allowed to return, although he petitioned to be allowed to do so. 
The British Government gave him an annuity. He died in Nassau, 
in 1813. 

Patrick Cunningham also entered the British service during the 
Revolutionary war. and became a Colonel : but seems not to have 
incurred the odium his brother Robert did. His son Robert was a 
captain in the Mexican war. Cnpt. Robert's son John was prominent 
in law, politics and journalism, and his daughter Pamela was the 
organizer and first Regent of the Ladies* Mt. Vernon Association. 

William Cunningham, called “Bloody Bill" in South Carolina, 
is said to have been a second-cousin of Robert and Patrick. He is 
otherwise known os Major, or Colonel, William Cunningham, of the 
British army. Bancroft gives an account of an expedition he com¬ 
manded in 1781, and the cruelties practised by him (VoL X, p. 
458.) In Appleton's American Biography we find a sketch of a man of . 
the same name. He was horn in Dublin, and came to America in 
1774. Gen Gage appointed him provost-marshal of the army. In 
1778 he had charge of the military prisons in Philadelphia, and later 
those in New York; and in both places was notorious for his cruelties. 

It t.% said tliat he literally starved to death 2,000 prisoners, and hung 
250 without trial. At the close of the war he went to England, be¬ 
came very dissipated, and in 1791 was hanged for forgery. This man 
was probably the same as “ Bloody Bill," as it is not likely that the 
snme generation could produce two such men. It is a relief to find l 
that the gallows claimed him at last. 
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Virginia furnished fifteen regiments of regulars, known as the 
* 4 Continental Line," the original Colonels of which were: ist. James 
Read, [it would seem that Patrick Henry was not commissioned] ; 2d. 
William Woodford ; 3rd. Hugh Mercer; 4th. Adam Stephen ; 5th. 
William Peachy ; 6th. Mordecai Buckner; 7th. William Dangcrficld 
[Alexander McClanahan, Lt. Col]; 8th. Peter Muhlenberg; 9th. 
Charles Fleming [Geo. Mathews, Lt. Col.]; loth. Edward Stevens; 
jith. Daniel Morgan [Christian Febiger. Lt, Col.]; 12th. James Wood; 
13th. William Russell; 14th. Charles Lewis; 15th. David Mason. 

In September, 1778, the number of Virginia regiments was re¬ 
duced from fifteen to eleven. The 9th was consolidated with the ist, 
and the 7th was designated the 5th. 

Andrew Lewis commissioned Brigadier General Continental army, 
March i, 1776 ; resigned April 15, 1777 ; died September 26, 1781. 

Andrew Lewis, jr., (son of Thomas), 1777. ensign 13th Va., 
afterw'ards the 9th, Lieutenant, October 2, 1778.—Transferred to 7th, 
Feb. 12, 1781. 

Charles Lewis (son of-), colonel of 14th Va. f Nov. 12, 

1776; resigned March 28, 1778. 

John Lewis (son of Thos. or Wm.) 2nd Lt. 9th Va.. March x6, 
1776 ; ist Lt. Nov. 7, 1776; resigned Sept. 15, 1778. 

William Lewis (son of-) t ist Lt. ist Va.. Oct. 2, 1775; 

Capt, Sept. 4. 1776; Brigade Inspector of Muhlenberg's Brigade, 
April 7, 1778? Major of roth Va. May 12, 1779; (uken prisoner at 
Charleston. May 12, 1780; transferred to 3rd Va. Feb. t2, 1781 ; 
served to dose of war ; died, 18 ft. 

Thomas Lewis fsou of Thomas), 2nd Lt, 15th Va., Nov. 21, 
1776; ist Lt. March 20, 1777 ; retired Feb. 12, 1781; Capt U. S. 
Infantry, March 5, 1792; resigned March 9, 1801. 

William Lewis (son of-), Lt. in Lee's Battalion of Dragoons; 

killed, Sept. 14, 1779, at Gennesee, N. V. 

William Christian, Lt. Col. ist Va., Feb. 13, 1776.—Colonel, 
March 18, 1776, which he declined and retired from the regular 
service. 

Robert Gamble, ist Lt, 12th Va., Sept, 14, 1776 ; Capt. March 7, 
1778 ; regiment designated 8th Va., Sept. 14, 1778 ; served to close 
of war, 

George Mathews, Lt. Col. 9th Va., March 4, 1776 ; Col. Feb. 
to, 1777; wounded and captured at Germantown, Oct 4, 1777: 
exchanged Dec. 5, 1781 ; died Aug. 30, 1812. 

Alexander McClanahan, Lt. Col. 7th Va., Feb. 29, 1776; Col. 
March 22, 1777. to rank from Oct. 7, 1776 ; resigned May 13, 1778. 
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Robert Porterfield. 2nd It nth V®., Dec. 24. 1776 ; 1st Lt. f 
June I, 1777; Adjutant April 19. 1778; transferred to 7th Va. 
Sept. 14, 1778; Captain An?. 16, 1779; taken prisoner at Charles¬ 
ton May 12. 1780; transferred to 2nd Va., Feb. 12, 1781; served 
to dose of war ; died Feb. 13, 1843. 

Alexander Breckinridge, ist Lt. M Gist's Additional Continental 
Regiment/* January, 1777: Capt. April 23, 1779; taken prisoner 
at Charleston May 12, 1780, and held till June 17, 1781 ; retired 
January t, 1781. 

Hubert Breckinridge. 2nd Lt, 8th Va , August 10, 1777 ; 1st Lt. 
April 4, 1778; transferred to 4th Va., Sept. 14. 1778; taken 
prisoner at Charleston. May 12, 1780; exchanged July, 1781; 
served to close of war ; died Sept. 11, 1833. 

Henry Bowycr, 2nd Lt. 12th Va., Nov. 15. 1777 ; Lt. ist Conti¬ 
nental Dragoons, Feb. t8. 1781 ; served to close of war; died June 
13 *832. 

Michael Bowycr, Capt. X2th Va., Sept. 30, 1776; retired Sept. 
* 4 . 1:78. 

William Robertson, Adjutant 9th Va.. May 22, 1777 ; 1st Lt. 
Sept. 24. 1778; taken pri^ouer at Charleston, May 12, 1780; re¬ 
leased Dec. 3. 1780; served to close of war ; died Nov, 12, 1831.— 
(From Herman’s Historical Register.) 





CHAPTER X. 


THE WAR OF THE REVOLUTION, ETC., FROM 1779 TO 17&r. 

The storming of Stony Point occurred July 15-16, 1779. This 
famous Incident of the war has a place here, because a company of 
Augusta soldiers participated in it. General Wayne commanded, on 
the Hudson river. New York, a brigade of four regiments, one of 
which was from Virginia. The field officers of this regiment were 
Colonel Febiger, IJeutenant-Colonel Fleury, and Major Posey.* One 
of the companies of the Virginia regiment was commanded by Captuin 
Robert Gamble, of Augusta. 

Stony Point is a hill which projects into the Hudson, n few miles 
below West Point. The Americans had occupied and partially forti¬ 
fied it, but retired before an overwhelming force of the enemy. The 
hill was then strongly fortified by the British, and garrisoned by ab >ut 
600 men. 

During the summer of 1779, Washington planned the capture of 
the place, and entrusted the execution of the scheme to Mad Anthony 
Wayne. Twelve hundred chosen men. led by Wayne, marched in 
single file over mountains and through morasses, starting after dark 
tlieevcning of July 15. They depended on the bayonet alone, and not 
a gun was fired by them. The assault was made before daylight, on 
the 16th. The Americans were divided into two columns* for simul¬ 
taneous attack on opposite sides of the works. One hundred and fifty 
volunteers, led by Lieutenant-Colonel Fleury, seconded by Major 
Posey, formed the van guard of the right, and uric hundred tinder 
Major Stewart, the van-guard of the left. In advance of cadi was a 
forlorn hope of twenty men, one led by Lieutenant Knox, aud the oth¬ 
er by Lieutenant Gibbon of the Virginia regiment. It was the des- 

• Colonel Christian Pcbiger wan a native of Sweden. He went with Arnold 
to Quebec, and was conspicuous at Stony Point and Yorktown. After the war, 
from 1780 till his death in 1796, he was treasurer of Pennsylvania. Chevalier ami 
Viscount I.miia de Fleury, Lieutenant-Colonel, was a Frenchman, and a Marshal 
of France at the time of his death. He received the thanks of Congress and a 
silver medal for hit conduct at Stony Point. Major Thomas Posey was subse¬ 
quently known as General Posey, of Spots;. Ivan;* county, Virginia. 
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perate dnty of these men to remove the abatis and other obstructions. 
Of the party led by Gibbon, seventeen were killed or wounded. The 
Americans were close upon the works before they were discovered. 
The British pickets then opened fire, and aroused the garrison. The 
assailants rushed forward, heedless of musketry and grape-shot, using 
the bayonet with deadly effect. According to the account given by 
Irving, in his Lift of Washington< Colonel Fleury was the first to enter 
the fort and strike the British flag, and Major Posey sprang to the 
ramparts and shouted, •• The fort is our own/' They were instantly 
joined by Major Stewart. General Wayne, who led the right column, 
was wounded in the head, but insisted upon being carried into the 
fort, to die there ; but soon recovered. The loss of the Americans was 
fifteen killed, and eighty-three wounded. Of the British, sixty-three 
were slain and five hundred and fifty three were taken prisoners. 

General Charles Lee declared the storming of Stony Point the 
most brilliant achievement he was acquainted with in history. The 
part in the affair which Captain Gamble is said to have acted is related 
in a biographical sketch on another page. 

To Dr. Cary B. Gamble, of Baltimore, we are indebted for a lift 
of the men led by Captain Gamble at Stony Point, who were, it seems, 
detailed from the Seventh ftud Eighth Virginia regiments. The paper 
is headed : ** A return of the men of Captain Gamble's company 

when Stony Point was taken from the enemy, 15th July* *779;*' and 
is certified at the end by "Robert Gamble, captain, Colonel Fcbiger's 
Regiment. 0 The names of the officers and men are an follows: 

Robert Gamble, Captain ; David Williams, Lieutenant ; James 
Flauberty, Sergeant M ijor: William Spencer, George Goinses and 
Richard Piles, Sergeants; Randolph Death (tic), Samuel Gleti and 
Jesse Page, Corporals; John Farrell, Drummer. 

The pr hates from the Seventh regiment were: Joshua Haycraft, 
Mathias Martin, Alexander DresdaL John Malvin, Peter Sheridan. 
Joseph Fox, Daniel Burcher, Thomas Roberts, Sylvester Hurly, Wil¬ 
liam Gibbs, William Hinds, Daniel Rich, Aaron Redmond, Thomas 
Miller. William Campbell, Moses Plain, Peter Barret, Alexander 
Strickling and Charles Steward. 

From the Eighth regiment: George Ward, John Bray, James 
Ball, Henry Denny, Henry Normand, Jacob Roads, William McCol* 
lum, Henry Denny (two of this name). John Trotter, George Sell, 
Michael Moore, James L. Masters, Richard Barlow. Stephen Sraythcrs, 
John Bland, Marshall Burton, Peter Warren, John O'Harrob, Patrick 
Lyons, William Steward and Jolm Hanson. 
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It will be observed that many of these names are not Scotch- 
Irish. The ranks of the regular army were largely recruited in the 
Valley from the class of "indentured servants, M who obtained their 
freedom from domestic servitude by enlisting, and they were generally 
of a different race from the original settlers and their descendants. 

The captured property was sold or appraised, and the proceeds, 
or valuation, distributed to the officers and men, the share of Captain 
Gamble's company being $4,751#. 

A fragment of the order book of Captain Gamble's company, 
white serving under Wayne on the Hudson, subsequent to the storm¬ 
ing of Stony Point, has been preserved and has conic into our hands. 
Much of it is illegible, the writing having faded ont, and some of the 
sheets are mutilated. It was probably kept by the orderly sergeant of 
the company, who was an indifferent penman and worse scholar. How 
he made so many mistakes in merely copying orders etc., is a mystery. 
But such as it is, it gives ns a rare view of camp life during the Revo¬ 
lution, and we offer no apology for the extracts we shall make. 

The first legible order,—the date of which has disappeared, but 
it was some day in August, 1779,—is as follows: "Colonels Meggs 
and Butler, and Majors Hull and Murphy, will attend at headquarters 
this afternoon, at five o’clock, to receive their divide*/ of money aris¬ 
ing from the sale of the plunder taken in storming Stony Point, July 
15th, *79." 

At a court-martial held August 24th, whereof Colonel Putnam 
was president, Lieutenant Smith, of Putnam's regiment, was tried upon 
the charge of taking several articles of plunder from a soldier “the 
night of the storm of Stony Point," and acquitted. 

Lieutenant Maynard, of the Massachusetts regiment, was tried by 
court-martial, August 30th, on charges preferred by Lieu tenant-Colonel 
Fleury of disobedience to orders, want of respect to a field officer, and 
hindering him from visiting the night-guard. Maynard was the offi¬ 
cer on duty, and detained Fleury a prisoner all night. The court 
found him guilty, and sentenced him to be privately reprimanded by 
the General. Thereupon, Maynard preferred charges against Fleury 
of ungentlemanly behavior, and abusing him when on duty. A ma¬ 
jority of the court thought Fleury guilty, but in view of the provo¬ 
cation lie had received, and the punishment of his arrest, the case was 
dismissed. 

The General next issued an order, expressing his dissatisfaction 
at the wrangling amongst the officers, aud the frequent arrests “ in a 
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corp* that ha* acquired so much glory, as to become not only the ad- 
miration but the envy of many,’* and exhorting the officers to cultivate 
harmony amongst themselves. 

A regimental order, of September i, sets forth that “the drum¬ 
mers and fifers, instead of improving themselves since they have been 
on this detachment, have front a great deni n w," and directs that 
Philip Goaf, lifer in the First battalion, and William Armstead, drum¬ 
mer of the Second, take out the drums and fifes of the regiment every 
afternoon, Sundays and rainy days excepted, to practice from 4 to 6 
o'clock. 

Captain Gamble was officer of the day, September ad. 

John Howling and John Malvin were tried for disobedience to 
orders, absence from roll^fell, and drunkenness, found guilty, and 
sentenced to receive fifty lashes each, bat, in consideration of the 
former good character of the men. the colonel remitted the penalty. 
Thomas Roberts was sentenced to receive fifty lashes for absence from I 
roll-call, and one hundred for stealing. The colonel thought one 
hundred enough for both offences, but ordered that they be ** well laid 
on.” James Black, a soldier of Captain Montgomery** company, 
Virginia regiment, was sentenced to receive fifty lashes on his bare 
hack for stealing a ham of bacon, Major Posey commanding approv¬ 
ing tlie sentence, and ordering it "to be put in execution at Retreat I 
beating.” Alai! alas! the heroes of Stony Point I—the patriots of 

the Revolution , 

By a general court*martial, held September 5, William Matlock, 
of Captain Talbert’s company, Colonel Butler's regiment, was con¬ 
victed of several offences, including '•attempting to go to the enemy/* 
and sentenced to suffer death General Wayne approved the sentence, 
and ordered Mallock to be shot to death at 6 o'clock the same evening, 
“the whole of the troops to assemble at that hour on the grand parade 
and attend the execution. M 

On the 12th of September the General ordered that the men 
should be kept in camp, as a movement might be made at any 
moment. A standing order, which was often repeated, required the 
men to keep ori hand two days' rations ready cooked. 

Captain Gamble was officer of the day agaiu on the 14th of 
September. 

The following appears under date of September r8, written by 
Captain Gamble himself in a beautiful hand: "William Asking of 
my company, U appointed a Corporal, and is to be obeyed and re- 
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spected as such/' Signed: "R, Gamble, Captain First regiment 
light infantry/' 

Captain Gamble was president of a regimental conrt-mnrtial, held 
September 19th. Little else appears to have been done, except to 
hold courts for the trial of officers as well as private soldiers. 

On the 24th of September, the command being near Fort Mont¬ 
gomery, a ship, one or two galleys, and some boats appeared in view, 
and the General ordered that every officer and soldier should hold 
himself ready for action 14 in case any attempt should be made by the 

enemy, which is rather more wished than expected." 

* • 

By a general order of September 29th, the men are rebuked for 
their unsoldier-like appearance, and to remove any pretext for it the 
quartermasters are instructed to "call on Mr. Tbotnas. each, for four 
pounds of sewing-thread and four hundred needles and immediately 
distribute them among the companies of their respective regi¬ 
ments." 

A regimental order, on September 30th. directed that return be 
made of the barefooted men "in a column by themselves/' The 
Colonel further expressed his astonishment and sorrow that the men, 
" instead of taking a pride in keeping themselves clean and neat, are 
daily decreasing in this very necessary point, appearing on the parade 
durty and slovenr//, with their caps laped and sloughed about their 
ears/* 

Captain Gamble did not trust the company's scribe to record his 
own orders, but entered them himself. In one dated Kakeyatte, 13th 
October, 1779, he gives directions in regard to the pay, etc., of three 
Washer-women, who drew rations in his company. 

A general order in October calls upon the officers to exert them¬ 
selves in detecting marauders, reminding them that the army was 
raised to protect, and not to oppress the inhabitants. 

Another genera! order, also in October, exhorted the men to fur¬ 
bish up their arms and clothing, as the corps would probably very 
soon " parade through towns and cities, from which they have been 
long excluded,'' and all eyes would be upon them. 

On the 22d of October, General Wayne expressed his concern that 
the Virginians were the only troops in the light infantry that had not 
" procured hair for their caps." [Probably instead of plumes] The 
colonel of the Virginia regiment thereupon repeated his order on the 
subject. He directed that no officer should mount guard or go on the 
grand parade without a cap, and *\tf he has not one of his own he 
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will kind a muff to borrow So the copyist enters it in the company 
order book.* 

Next appears a company order dated October 24. in the hand¬ 
writing of Captain Gamble. The Captain expressed his pleasure at 
learning from Ensign Phillips that notwithstanding the soldiers had 
drawn M two days* rum " the day before, not one of the company was 
drunk on the parade* The commissary, he said, would soon have 
liquor to issue, exclusive of what the State of Virginia had begun to 
supply, and as It would be most proper to chaw several days at once 
•* on account of the distance." Captain Gamble was fearful that sol¬ 
diers "accustomed to get drunk” would fall victims to the vice. He 
declared his determination to oppress a practice destructive of good 
order and military discipline. The men who should be caught " dis¬ 
guised with liquor either on or off duty/' should have their rum 
stopped for two weeks. For a second offence the punishment should 
be whatever a court-martial might inflict without favor to any indi¬ 
vidual. 

A general order of November 5, says: "Some late intelligence 
renders it necessary for the corps to be prepared to seek or meet the 
enemy." Every man was to be in readiness to act. The commissary 
was ordered to send wagons immediately to bring the rum and other 
supplies from the lauding. At the next general parade a gill of rum 
would lie issued to each mau. 

Cold weather had come on by November 7th, and n regimental 
order of that date, signed by Colonel Christian Fcbiger, directs about 
chimneys to the tents, and requires the officers to prevent the men 
from destroying the fences or anything belonging to the inhabitants. 
A general order instructs the commissary to “engage all the roots 
and vegetables he can procure for the use of the troops, for which he 
will give beef in barter/' 

•The forlorn condition in respect to costume of the Virginia regiment which 
lervni on the Hodaoti in 1779. wo* not unprecedented. According to Shtkrtpeire 
King Henry V described the equipment of his soldier* on the field of Agincourt 
in a'mcjst the tame wont*. I!e b r e presented (Act IV, iccoe 1) at laying to the 
French herald— 

Tell the Conatable, 

We are but warrior* of the working day ; 

Our gaynea* and our gilt are ill besmirched 
With rainy marching in the painful field ; 

There 'i not a piece of feaihrr tn our host 
(Good argument, I hope, we shall not fly,) 

And time hath worn us into siovenny . 
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On the last page of the fragment Captain Gamble is mentioned as 
* 4 regimental officer. 1 ' He was then only about twenty-five years of 
age. 

In October, 1779, an act of the Legislature was passed repealing 
all acts providing salaries for ministers. Such acts had only been 
previously suspended from time to time. 

At a county court-martial, October 27. 1779. Colonel Moffett 
presiding, Lieutenant James Bell, accused by his captain, Alexander 
Simpson, of disobedience, 14 in refusing to impress a horse to carry 
provisions for the use of the militia ordered out on duty in this coun¬ 
ty,* ’ was tried and found guilty. It was ordered that hr be repri¬ 
manded, ‘‘which was immediately doue by the president in presence 
of the court.** 

At the same session of the court, Ensigu James Steele reported 
the desertion of sundry men from their station on the west fork of 
Monongahela, they being substitutes for Augusta militiamen. Many 
other substitutes were returued on the same day by Ensign Robert 
Christian for deserting from his command at Buchanan fort. Some of 
the alleged deserters were acquitted, and others convicted and 
sentenced to serve six months longer than their original time. 

Early in the spring of 1780, the militia was again called out, 
Alexander Hamilton licing one of the men drafted. On this occasion 
the Augusta militia rendezvoused at Jennings’ Gap, and marched 
under command of Capt. John Me Ki trick, by the Warm Springs to 
Forts Dinwiddie and Warwick, in Hath. At the latter place they re¬ 
mained till the end of the three months tour. William Wilson was 
ensign There were no lieutenants. The number of officers and meu 
was forty-four. 

By act of May, 1780, the vestries in Augusta and several other 
counties were dissolved ; aud the election of five freeholders as over¬ 
seers of the poor in each county was provided for. The vestry of 
Augusta parish held their last meeting on the 16th of May, 1780, but 
only entered some orders in regard to the poor. 

Soldiers, however, were still needed. Therefore an act passed by 
the Legislature in May, 1780, provided that the several counties 
(except the county of Illinois and the territory in dispute between 
Virginia and Pennsylvania) furnish otic fifteenth man of the militia, to 
serve in the Continental army till December 31, 1781. Stauutou was 
appointed a rendezvous. 

The last act on the subject during the war, passed at the session 
which began October 16th, 1780, called for 3,000 men, and fixed the 
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quota of Augusta as 80, Rockbridge 38. and Rockingham 49, to be 
drafted for eighteen months, if not furnished by volunteering. 

At the *amc session an act was passed for supplying the army 
with clothes, provisions and wagons. Augusta was required to famish 
forty-six suits of clothes, Rockbridge seventeen, and Rockingham 
nineteen. 

By the militia court-martial which sat at the courthouse, October 
24, 1780, mx captains were fined ^10 each for not returning rolls of 
their respective companies. Zachanah Johnston, a member of the 
court, was one of the delinquents, and forthwith paid his fine. 

On the following day. John Massey was brought before the court 
on suspicion of being a deserter from " the detachment of militia 
ordered on duty from this county to the southward, under the com¬ 
mand of Captain Tate and Captain Buchanan.'' The court was of 
opinion that Massey's return home was not culpable under the 
circumstances; and hr, acknowledging that he was a deserter from the 
British army, and would rather serve to the westward, was allowed to 
exchange places with James Buchanan, the latter to go south and 
Massey west. 

From the proceedings of the Legislature in 1781, we learn that 
there had been some trouble in Augusta in reference to a draft; but 
the date, cause and extent of it are not stated. Probably the men 
called for were furnished without drafting. 

The court provided for the families of soldiers out of the county 
levy. At November court, 1779, Mary Waugh and Mary Lendon, 
soldiers’ wives, were allowed, the one forty and the other sixty 
pounds anc * $ 2 °°) for the ensuing year. The people were 

evidently almost unanimous in support of the American cause. We 
have heard of only two disloyal men in the county during the war. 
At a term of the county court in 1781, William Ward and Lewis 
Baker were found guilty of treason in levying war against the com¬ 
monwealth. and sent on for tiiaL The court on that occasion was 
composed of Elijah McClanahan. Alexander St. Clair, Alexander Me- 
C’anahan. Thomas Adams and James Trimble. 

In October, 1780, by act of the Legislature, all ministers of the 
gospel were authorised to celebrate the rites of matrimony on and 
after January i. 1781 ; but Dissenting ministers, not exceeding four of 
each sect in any one county, were to be specially licensed by the 
County Courts. Ministers of the “Established Church,” were au¬ 
thorized rx officio to perform the service. Notwithstanding n large 
majority of the people had become Dissenters long before this, the 
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Legislature, elected by freeholders, clung to the establishment, and it 
* ^ ^ was not till October, 1784, that all ministers were put upon an equal 

J * footing in respect to the matter referred to,* 

, jU/ By act of the Legislature, in October, 1780, the Court of Green- 
/ brier county was empowered to have a wagon road opened from their 

I courthouse to the Warm Springs, or to the mouth of the Cowpastttte 
river, the costs to be paid by the property-holders of Greenbrier, in 
y money or “ clean merchantable hemp." This act was suspended in 

1781. but re-enacted in October, 1782. The last act authorised the 
justices of Greeubrier " to dear a wagon road from the Warm Springs 
in Augusta to the Savanna. ' (now Lcwisburg.) Wc presume the 
road was rltartd soon afterwards. Previously, merchandise and 
were transported from the east in wagons, to or near the 
Warm Springs, and from thence west on pack-horses, while the 
wagons ret timed loaded with venison, hams, etc. 

Mention has been made of the Rev. Archibald Scott ns the first 
pastor of Bethel congregation. Foote gives the following account of 
the origin of Bethel. The year succeeding Mr. Scott’s settlement as 
pastor of North Mountain and Brown’s meeting-house—that is, in 
*779—* ,Jl3 he was riding through the neighborhood he came unex¬ 
pectedly upon a company of men patting up a large log building. 
Upon inquiry, he found it was designed as a meeting-honsc. The 
people worshiping at the old North Mountain meeting-house, had 
been talking about a new church building atid a new* position, but 
nothing had !>octi decided upon by the congregation. Fearing lest 
evil might spring from this sudden movement of one part of the 
congregation, tlie young pastor say’s : * Are you not too fast, my 
boys?' 'No/ said Colonel Doak, 'we will end the dispute by put¬ 
ting up the church.' The church building was completed, and called 
Bethel, and the dispute was heard of no more." Mr. Scott lived six 
miles from Staunton, about where Arbor Hill now is. He died in 
1799. and was buried in Hebron graveyard,! 

A member of Mr. Scott's flock was Mrs. Margaret Humphrey’s, 
who lived to an advanced age, near Greenville. " Her graphic 
descriptions," says Foote, "were full of interest, and conveyed the 
liveliest impression of the times when the Valley was a frontier 
settlement. Where now may be seen the beautiful farms and sub¬ 
stantial houses iu Bethel, her active memory recalled the log cabins, 
the linsey wolsey. the short gowus, the hunting shirts, the moccasins, 

• See Appendix on Marriage Law*, etc. 
f Ilia descendants arc S-otta, Sprouls, McPhcctcrscs, etc. 
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the park-horses. the simple living. the shoes and stockings for winter 
and uncommon occasions, the deer and the rifle, the fields of flax and 
the spinning wheel, and the wool and looms, and, with them, the 
strict attention to religious concerns, the catechising of children, the 
regular going to church, the reading of the Bible, and keeping 
Sabbath from the beginning to the end, the singing of hymns and 
sacred songs, oil blended, presenting a beautiful picture of enterprise, 
economy and religion in laying the foundation of society, 0 * 

From nn order of the County Court, of February 18, 1780, wc 
leant that Sampson Sawyer's negro woman, Violet, was sentenced to 
be hung on the 4th of March for burning her master's dwelling house. 
What is curious, h o wev er , in connection with the matter is, that it 
was ordered also that after the body was cut dowu, the head should 
be severed and stuck upon a pole at a crossroad, t 

Governor Gilmer gives a picture of the times daring the war in an 
anecdote which he relates, and which we cannot omit. 

We have mentioned John Grattan as one of the church wardens 
of Augusta parish in 1774. He was, says Governor Gilmer, a Scotch- 
Irish Presbyterian of the old Covenanter's faith and practice, noted 
for hi» love of David's Psalms in long metre, and his long prayers at 
family worship. He settled on North river (now in Rockingham 
county), and built the first good flour mill in the Valley. He was 
also a merchant, supplying a wide extent of country' with foreign 
goods. Little coin circulated here, and trade waft generally managed 
by barter. The goods bought were paid for in catttc, ginseng, pink- 
root, and bear and deer skins. These articles were disposed of in 
Philadelphia, uud this part of the business was usually transacted by 
Mi>. Grattan. She went to Philadelphia on horseback, sold the 
cattle, etc., and taught new goods for her husband's store. She was 
very expert, and generally very successful; but ou one occasion she 
suffered a wutiil defeat. Being in Philadelphia, during the war, on a 
trading expedition, she was offered Continental paper money for her 





•The Rev. Dr. William McPbeetrrm, a native of Auguata. educated in 
Staunton and at Liberty Hall, waa pastor of Bethel from ISOS till IblO, when be 
accepted a call to Raleigh, North Carolina. 


fThia custom teem* to haw been general in Virginia, at thU, or an earlier 
period. The ghaatly memorial* that set up were doobtlea to inspire a whole- 
some dread in the mlnda of the negro slaves. They impressed themselves in 
many Instances ms local topographical designations. Witnrsa : Negro foot pre¬ 
cinct, in Hanover county* and Negro-head, Negro-foot am! Negro quarter, In 
Amelia county. 
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cattle, at the rate of two dollars fur one of coin When she left home 
the depreciation was not near so great. So she took the paper, and 
set off home with it, exulting in her financial shrewdness. Each 
day's travel lowered her anticipations of profit, until, when she reached 
home, three dollars in scrip were worth only one in specie.* 

Until some time after the Revolution, the merchants in the State 
were, with few exceptions, Scotch or Scotch-Irish. 

An incident of the Revolution, which occurred in Augusta, is 
related in the memoir of Mrs. Jane Allen Trimble. The women and 
children of that era were left in charge of the homesteads, and many 
females displayed us much patriotism and courage as the male mem¬ 
bers of their families. Rigid economy and untiring industry were 
practised in every household, and many families, whose sons and 
brothers were in the field as soldiers, were dependent upon their 
neighlxjrs for the means of Iiui - 

A German family dwelling near the Stone Church, seemed to be 
out of the pale of sympathy that pervaded society. They contributed 
neither men nor means to aid the cause, and were regarded as Tories, 
but afraid to avow their principles. 

An officer of the Virginia line visited his family in Augusta in 
1 777 > and was at a social party composed principally of females, when 
the conduct of the family alluded to was commented upon. A ma¬ 
jority of the party urged that the Tories should be driven out of the 
neighbor hood. Jane Allen and one of the Misses Grattan opposed 
the proposition, saying that the people, if driven away, would probably 
go to North Carolina and swell the number of active enemies. It was 
therefore agreed that the case should be put into the hands of the 
3 T Oung women named, to lie managed by them. The two heroines 

• One of Mr. and Mrs. John Grattan's daughters became the wife of Colonel 
Robert Gamble ; another, the wife of Samuel Miller, non of Henry Miller, who 
founded the iron work* on Moe&y creek in 1774 ; onii a third married Colonel 
Samuel Browu, of Greenbrier, uho, a* we h*t*r seen, was carried off by the 
Indian* when he waa a boy, in 17W. Their youngest child was Major Robert 
Grattan, for some years a merchant in Staunton, of the firm of Gambtc A: Grattan, 
and afterwards, for many years, famous for his hospitality to traveler* hr 
Rockett's stage coaches, while pusring his residence on North river, in Rocking¬ 
ham. He commanded a company of cavalry pgaiust the whiskey insurgents in 
Pennsylvania. An older son of John Grattan was an officer in unc of the 
Virginia regiments during the Revolution, and died in service in Georgia. 
Major Robert Grattan was the father of the late Peachy R. Grattan, of Richmond, 
Major Robert Grattan, of Rockingham, Mrs. George R. Gilmer, and Mrs. Dr. 
Harris. 
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wade their plan and proc e eded to execute it at once. Disguised *s 
Continental officers, it is said, they repaired to the house of the 
German, two miles off, late in the evening. The dogs announced 
their approach, and the men, seeing officers coming, hid themselves, 
the female head of the family presenting herself at the door of her 
dwelling. ‘'Madam/* said one of the recruiting officers, “more 
soldiers are needed. You have four sons and can spare two. Your 
family 1ms been protected by your neighbors, while you have con¬ 
tributed nothing to relieve the women and children around you. You 
must either furnish men for the army, or supplier for the neighbor¬ 
hood/* 

The old woman exclaimed, “Mine Fader, vot vill vc dol“ A 
voice from the loft cried out : “ O give de money or provisions, and 
let de men stay at home/* The husband was thereupon ordered down, 
and the contract then ratified was observed during the war. 

The young women returned and made their report. Profound 
secrecy was enjoined and preserved, as to the persons engaged in the 
enterprise. The evening’s entertainment was closed with a hymn, 
and a prayer for the Divine blessing, led by the good-man of the 
house. 

Very likely, the “ good-man of the house “ was the old Covenan¬ 
ter John Grattan, and the officer referred to his older son. 

The prices paid for labor, etc., in Staunton, in 1780. show the 
great depreciation of the currency at that time. The County Court 
allowed Jacob Peck £80 “ for making a new door to the prison/* and 
£287, 10s. “for building a bridge across the creek below Staunton/ 1 
Alexander St. Clair was allowed £97, 10s. •' for one pair of dog-irons 
for the courthouse/ and £$o ($100) were paid for the use of a wagon 
one day. 

During the war. officers were sometimes transferred from one 
regiment to another. This was doubtless owing to the fact, that by 
the casualties of war regiments were often broken up. and new 
combinations were necessary. In a " list of officers on the establish¬ 
ment of eight regiments,'* found among the papers of Colonel Robert 
Gamble, furnished to us by Dr. Cary B. Gamble, of Baltimore, 
a grand-son of Colonel Gamble, wc discover some familiar names. The 
date is not given, but we learn, incidentally, that it was after the bat¬ 
tle of King’s Mountain, which occurred on the 7th of October, 1780. 
It was therefore probably during the winter of t78o-’8t. Thomas 
Posey is entered ns major of the First regiment, and ns “ rendezvousing 
at Staunton/ 1 Christian Fcb;gcr is entered as colonel of the Second 
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regiment,.and commanding at Philadelphia. Robert Porterfield* was 
a captain, and William Eskridge a lieutenant iti the Second, and both 
were prisoners in "Charlestown/* George Mathews, previously 
colonel of the Ninth, is here entered as colonel of the Third, and a 
u prisoner on parole.'* Robert Breckinridge was a lieutenant in the 
Fifth, but a prisoner in ** Charlestown." Andrew Lewis was a 
lieutenant in the Seventh, and at Fort Pitt. James Wood was colonel 
of the Eighth, Robert Gamble a captain, and John McDowell and 
Henry Bowyer lieutenants of the nune regiment. Captains Andrew 
Wallace and Thomas Bowyer, of the Eighth, are entered as having 
been killed at King's Mountain. 

We have now come to the year 17B1. and from this time for more 
than twelve months, the militia of the Valley, and indeed of the 
whole State, had no rest. The militia of Rockbridge, and no doubt of 
Augusta, were in service in the fall of 1780, v\hen Leslie invaded the 
State, but wc can find no account of the matter. 

In January, 1781,8 British force under Benedict Arnold invaded 
Virginia. They sailed up James River, entered Richmond without 
resistance, on the 5th of January, destroyed all the public stores there 
and some private property, and departed down the river. In the 
meanwhile the militia had been called out by Governor Jefferson, 
Baron Steuben being nt the head of the State troops. From the 
Calendar 0/ Virginia Stale Papers, Vol. I, we Irani that several 
hundred men from Augusta sensed in lower Virginia at that time ; 
and from the "declarations** of several old soldiers, made in 
1832, we learn something about three of the companies.— Sampson 
Mathews was Colonel, William Bowyer Lieuteuaut-Colonel, and Alex¬ 
ander Robertson Major. 

Captain John Cunningham’s company marched from Teas' (now 
Waynesborough) January 1. 1781. John Thompson and John Diddle 
were in this company, but were transferred to the command of Capt. 
Charles Cameron. Diddle was in a "scrimmage" near Portsmouth, 
when Capt. Cunningham was wounded, and "succeeded in capturing 
a British Yeager." 

William Willson and William Patrick were in the company of 
Captain Thomas Rankin, Lieutenant Alexander Scott, and Ensign 
William Buchanan. Both were in "several little skirmishes." 

"Robert Porterfield wna Lieutenant and Adjntantof Colonel Daniel Morgan's 
tlth and 15th Virginia regimentj, as they stood from Moy 31. 1777. to Nov. 30. 
1778. 
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John McCutcheti was in the comp an y of Captain William Kincaid, 
Lieutenant Jacob Warwick, and Ensign Jonathan Humphreys. 

On the 13th of January, Col Mathews wrote from Staunton to 
the Governor that, in accordance with orders, he would start to 
Fredericksburg early the next morning with about 350 men. The 
men of the second battalion were then on the way, and also the 
militia from Rockbridge ami Rockingham. Major Posey, of the 1st 
regiment of the line, a recruiting officer at Staunton, was to go with 
Col Mathews. Ilia men would take some beef cattle from Augusta, 
as ordered. 

On January amt, Col. Mathews wrote to the Governor from 
Bowling Green, in Caroline county, where he was with his command, 
by order of Gen. Muhlenberg, baring been at Fredericksburg four 
days. [He made a rapid march, starting from Staunton on the 14th, 
spending fcttr day* in Fredericksburg* and arriving at Bowling Green 
on the atat ] Col. John Bowyer, with about 320 men from Rock- 
bridge, joined him that morning. Smiths, vises, files, etc., were 
needed for the repair of fire arms. 

Col. Mathews wrote again, on the 29th, from Cabin Point, in 
Surry county, south of James River, where he lmd been ordered by 
Gen. Muhlenberg, and was to proceed next morning to Smitbfield, in 
Me of Wight county. He had been detained three days by M wett 
and the badness of the Boats. 0 He had hoped to be supplied with 
tents and ammunition, but was disappointed, ntid had sent Capt. 
Robert Gamble [lately a prisoner at Charleston, S. C., and now 
probably n volunteer aid to Col. Mathews,] to solicit these articles. 
Many of the men were sick from exposure, and the Colonel feared a 
mutiny if they were uot supplied. M The marching is so severe, the 
duty on the lines so fatiguing, and the exposure to the severity of the 
season so great, that soldiers must be expected to grumble at their 
hardships." A surgeon was needed, and the letter requested that 
Dr. Foushee, or some other good surgeon, be ordered to join the rifle 
corps The smiths, vises, etc., had not arrived, and many of the rifles 
were out of order. 

Brig Gen. Robert Lawson wrote to Governor Jefferson, on Feb¬ 
ruary* 15th. having left the command in lower Virginia on the 13th. 
He says: •• t >ur advanced Post is near Hall's, consisting of nearly 350 
Riflemen under Col. Mathews, with about 150 pick'd rausquetrers, 
under Major Dick, with some light horse." Hall's was in the vicinity 
of Poitsmouth, then occupied by the British. Of this expedition of 
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Col. Mathews and his men, we have no further account. The Au¬ 
gusta militia returned home about the 17th of April. 

The battle of the Cowpens, in South Carolina, was fought 
January 17, 1781. Part of Morgan's command consisted of Virginia 
riflemen, and at least two companies were from Augusta county, Copt. 
James Tate's and Capt. Buchanan's. Samuel McCuitc says in his 
" declaration," that he was drafted, in October, 1780, in Buchanan’s 
company (Lieut. Wilson.) The men of this company rendezvoused 
at the Widow Tea.'.' tavern, and marching by way of Lynchburg 
joined Gen. Morgan at Hillsboro, N. C. After the battle of the 
Cowpens, they returned to Salisbury with about 500 prisoner b, and 
were there discharged.* 

The victory at the Cowpens was one of the most remarkable of 
the war. Only twelve of the Americans were killed, and sixty 
wounded. Of the enemy, ten commissioned officers were killed, and 
more than a hundred rank and file; two hundred were wounded; 
twenty-nine officers and more than five hundred privates were taken 
prisoners, besides seventy wagons. The prisoners were turned over to 
the Virginia troops, whose time of service had just expired, to be 
conducted to a place of safety. 

A company of Augusta militia were ordered out, and rendezvoused 
at Rockfish Gap, for the purpose of guarding the prisoners taken at 
the Cowpens, They conducted the prisoners to Shenandoah county f 
and relumed home after less than a mouth's absence. Joseph Bell was 
one of this company. 

The result of the battle excited Cornwallis, the British com¬ 
mander in the South, to more vigorous efforts. He pressed forward 
into North Carolina, eager to come to battle with General Greene, 

Gen, Greene being hard pressed by Cornwallis, it seems to have 
been proposed to send the militia already in the field to North Caro¬ 
lina. In reference to this matter, Baron Steuben wrote to the Gover- 

•Gen. Henry Lee, in hit account of the battle of the Cowpens, mentions 
only two companies of Virginia militia as participating in it—Capt. Triplett’s and 
Capt. Tate’s. Congress presented a sword to Triplett; probably the death of 
Tate at Guilford, less than two months afterward*, prevented his receiving a 
similar compliment. Triplett, however, is styled Major In the official report. 
The militia Captains were Tate and Buchanan of Auguntu. and James Gilmore of 
Rockbridge, whose subordinate officers were John Caruthcni, Lieutenant, and 
John McCorklc, Ensign. The last named was mortally wounded in the battle. 
Morgan speaks of Tate's and Bucltatiau's companies A3 '* Augusta Riflemen." 
Gilmore's men carried muskets. 
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nor on February 15th* He agre ed with the Governor that " the mi¬ 
litia of Rockbridge, Augusta. Rockingham and Shenandoah would be 
the most *pecdy reinforcement to General Greene, but they must first 
be relieved by others,** He advised that the officers of the militia be 
consulted, and if they consented to go the Governor should tame the 
necessary order. As far as appears, the regiment or battalion under 
Col Mathews was not ordered to North Carolina, but other companies 
went from the Valley tinder Tate, etc. 

Capt. Robert Porterfield, a paroled prisoner at Charleston, S. C., 
wrote to the Governor February 1. 1781, informing him that his broth¬ 
er, Lt.-Col. Charles Porterfield, had died on the toth ult., on his way 
from Camden to Charleston, [or Charlestown, os then written], from 
the effects of a wound at the battle of Camden on August 16, 1780. 
The British officer, Lord Rawdon, had loaned Coi. P. thirty guineas, 
and otherwise treated him with great kindness. Capt. Porterfield 
asked the Governor to pay the money, as he flattered himself his 
brother's sendees had merited it from the State, If this could not be 
done, he begged a loan of the amount, promising to return it imme¬ 
diately on his release. The guineas were not forthcoming, and Capt. 
P. wrote to Governor Nelson on the subject. August 9. 1781. He had 
then just arrived at Richmond as a paroled prisoner from Charleston, 
S. C. 

Capt, Tate had hardly rested from the fatigue of his Southern 
campaign when he began to retrace his steps to North Carolina, to re¬ 
inforce General Greene. Tate’s company was composed largely, if not 
entirely, of men from Bethel and Tinkling Spring congregations. Ac¬ 
cording to tradition, they assembled at Midway, and when about to 
start from there the latter part of February, the Rev. James Waddell 
delivered to them a parting address. Robert Doak is said to htvt 
been Ensign of the company. 

At least two other companies went from the county, Capt. Gwin's 
and Capt. Thomas Smith's. The latter marched from Staunton under 
command of Col. George Moffett, and joined the Southern army near 
Guilford C. H Alexander Williams and Augustine Argcnbright 
were members of this company, and both say in their “ declarations ” 
that Col, Moffett commanded the regiment. Neither says what route 
they took. 

Capt. Gwin’s company, to which William Armstrong belonged, 
proceeded, about the first of March, on horseback, by way of Rockfish 
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Gap and Lynch's Ferry, (Lynchburg.) Before the battle of Guilford 
the men were dismounted and the horses sent back.* 


Two or more companies went from Rockbridge. One of the Rock¬ 
bridge captains was Alexander Tedford, whose only daughter, wife of 
Elisha Barclay, was the mother of Alexander T. and If ugh Barclay. 
He was killed at Guilford. His wife going in search of his body, was 
crazed by her hardships and sufferings, and died soon afterwards. 
Another Rockbridge captain was John Paxton, brother of Gen. Sam 
Houston's mother. His wife was Phebc Alexander, daughter of Capt. 
Archibald Alexander. He was wounded in the foot by a musket ball 
at Guilford, and never fully recovered. 


Col. Samuel McDowell and Mnj. Alexander Stuart commanded 
the Rockbridge companies. Archibald Stuart, son of the Major, and 
afterwards Judge Stuart, was commissary, bpt fought in the rauks at 

Guilford f 

Capt. Tate and many of his meu were billed in the battle of March 
15th, It is said that as one of the results of the battle there were 
eight or ten widows in the bounds of Bethel congregation. Some of 
the men who came back carried on their persons ever afterwards the 
marks of British sabres. Major Stuart was taken prisoner. It is said 
that “bis captors plundered him and left him standing in his cocked 


* Col. William Preston and Col. William Campbell, both originally of Augusta 
county, participate*! in the battle of Guilford Court-house. Col. Harry Lee, In 
his "Memoir* of the War," relates the circumstances under which Col. Preston 
joined the Southern army. Gen. Greene hail recrossed the Dan. from Virginia to 
North Carolina, and Lee and others, detached from the main army, were opera¬ 
ting against the Tories and endeavoring to circumvent Tarleton. Late one even¬ 
ing, when the advanced sentinels und patrols of the opposing forces were in sight 
of each other, Lee heard from some countrymen, who were refugees from their 
homes on account of the enemy, that a small party of militia had collected for 
safety a few miles off, ami sent a dragoon to request them to hasten to hi* camp, 
hoping to obtain valuable information from them. "It so happened," he says, 
"that with the militia company was found Colonel Preston, of Montgomery 
county, Virginia, just arrived at the head of three hundred hardy mountaineers, 
who, hearing of Greene's retreat, had voluntarily hastened to his assistance,—alike 
ignorant until that hour of the General's having recrossed the Dan and of Tnrle- 
ton's corps being but a few miles in front." Encouraged by the arrival of these 
auxiliaries, Lee's Legion, and Preston's men also, were eager for n fight Ihe next 
morning ; but Tarleton withdrew before day-light. On the 2nd of March, how¬ 
ever, they had an encounter with Tarleton. and killed and wounded about thirty 
of his men. Col. Campbell brought with him a company of riflemen from Wash- 
ington county, who had fought at King's Mountain. He afterwards with his 
company joined La Payette itt Virginia. 
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hit. shirt and shoes."* He was detained for some time on board a 
British ship. In the retreat, Samuel Steele* who died in his old age 
near Wayncsborough. shot a British dragoon who followed him but two 
others assailed him and he was forced to succumb. He refused, how¬ 
ever* to give up his gun, which he afterwards succeeded in reloading* 
and then put his captors to flight. David Steele, of Midway was cut 
down in the retreat and left for dead. He revived* and came home 
and lived to old age. Foote states that the scar of a deep wound over I 
one of his eyes painfully disfigured him. Several persons who often 
saw the old soldier* have informed us that his face was not disfigured 
at alt. His skull was cleft by a sabre and to the end of his days he) 
wore a silver plate over the spot. Colonel Fulton, who was at Guil¬ 
ford, and afterward for many years represented Augusta in the Legis¬ 
lature, is said to have been disfigured as Steele is described to have 
been. One of the Wilson*, of Bethel, was probably the last survivor 
of Guilford in this region. The Rockbridge troops started from Lex -1 
ington. February 26, and the survivors reached home again on March 
23. following.t 

The scene of the battle, old Guilford Court-house, is six or seven 
miles northwest of Greensboro, the present county scat. The graves 
of the slain were long ago obliterated, and no memorial of the battle 
existed on the spot, till about the year 1888, when a monument was 
erected. 

Among the militiamen from Rockbridge, in the expedition to 
Guilford, was Samuel Houston, afterward for many years 11 highly es¬ 
teemed Presbyterian minister. He was twenty-three years of age and 
a student of divinity when the call came for the militia to go to the as¬ 
sistance of General Greene. Laying aside his books, he fell into the 
ranks of a Rockbridge company, and had Archibald Stuart, afterward 
the Judge, as his messmate. 

• Hi* sword, a somewhat uncouth weapon, presumably of local manufacture, 
«ni some year* ago presented by his grand-son. Hon. Alexander H. H. Stuart, to 
the Virginia Historical Society* of which the latter was president. The sword is 
without scabbard, that haring been lost during the late war between the States, 
in hiding the weapon from Federal invaders. 

f Among the Revolutionary soldiers from Augusta, who died between 1888 
and 1848, are the following : James Robertson, December 88, 1888, in the eighty - 
fifth year of hlfl age; John Tate. August 6th. 1838 ; Samuel Steele, June 8, 1837 ; 
Major Samuel Bell* May 18, 1838; Lewis Shucy, January 28, 1880; Robert Hams 
betger, February 7, 1840; Smith Thompson, May 12, 1840; Peter Lohr* Septem¬ 
ber 21* 1841; Samuel Gardner, January 11, 1842 ; Francis Gardner, July 20. 1842; 
John Bell, Sr., October 17, 1842 ; Claudius Buster, November 20, 1848; Captain 
Robert Thompson, January 23 , 1847; William McCutchen, June 22, 1848. 
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Mr. Houston kept a diary of the trip, writing every day, except one, 
from bis departure tiJJ his return , which is published in full in the 
Second Series of Foote's Sketches 0/ Virginia. Ir U provoking for its 
brevity and omission of much that would now lie interesting, but con¬ 
tains some items worth reproducing. 

The Rockbridge company marched from Lexington to Grigsby’s 
on Monday, February 26th. The next day they marched fifteen miles, 
and encamped at Purgatory, near Buchanan, in Botetourt county. On 
the rst day of March the distance made was seventeen miles* " Drew 
liquor in the morning,” says Mr. Houston, and " I paid fifteen dollars 
for beer to Mrs. Breckinridge." This lady was doubtless the widow 
of Colonel Robert Breckinridge who removed from Staunton to Bote¬ 
tourt in 1769. The incident mentioned shows that the best women of 
the time were not above gaining money by any honest means. No 
doubt there was need of economy and thrift. But the question arises, 
did young Houston consume $15 worth of beer himself? Perhaps he 
did, as the currency was almost worthless, like Confederate money at 
the close of the late war, and purchased very little of anything. 

Apparently, the command was in no hurry to reach the enemy. 
Imagine Stonewall Jackson marching fifteen miles one day and twelve 
the next, while on his way to reinforce General Lee 1 On Sabbath, 
March the 4th, however, the day’s march was twenty miles, to a point 
beyond New London. This day "we pressed 3 hog, which was 
served without scraping," The word " pressed." so familiar to 
Confederate soldiers, is therefore as old as the Revolution. 

The night of the 4th was spent at a Major Ward’s, and on the 
next day the command crossed Staunton river, into Pittsylvania, and 
marched eight miles. On the 6th they advanced fourteen miles, when 
Major Ward overtook them, with a complaint that some of his person¬ 
al property had disappeared. "We were searched," say s the diary, 
“and Mr. Ward’s goods found with James Berry and John Harris, 
who were whipped. (!) The same were condemned to ten lashes for 
disobeying the officer of the day on Monday." Harris deserted on 
the 7th, and Berry was arrested and sent to prison. 

The Dan river was crossed on the 8th. "At this river some 
mean cowards threatened to return. This morning," (the 9th), 
" Lyle, Hays and Lusk went to General Greene and returned. The 
same day deserted Geo. Culwell." 

The headquarters of General Greene’s army was reached Satur- 
day night, the loth, and the battle of Guilford was fought on Thurs¬ 
day, March 15th. Colonel Moffett's and Colonel McDowell’s battalions 
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of Augusta and Rock bridge militia composed a part of General 
Stevens’ brigade The men were ordered to “take tree*," which 
they did with alacrity, many, however, crowding to one tree. The 
close firing began near the centre, but soon extended along the line. 
During the battle, which lasted two hours and twenty five minutes, 
Mr. Houston discharged his rifle fourteen times. He says, “our 
brigade Major, Mr. Williams, fled.’ For some time the militia dis¬ 
played great bravery; they repulsed the enemy several times, and 
after advancing fell back, when compelled, in good order.* Finally 
they were assailed by the British light horse, “ were obliged to run, 
and many were sore chased and some were cut down.” Major 
Stuart was captured, and Captain Tate killed.f The men ‘all 
scattered," but soon came together, and with Colonel Moffett and 
other officers retreated fourteen miles. The following night, " through 
darkness and rain and want of provisions we were in distress. Some 
parched a little corn/’ 

Early in the morning of the i6tb, the men were M decamped, and 
marched through the rain till we arrived at Speedwell furnace, where 
Greene had retreated from Guilford towu/‘ There 0 we met many of 
our company with great joy, particularly Colonel McDowell/* Other 
men given up for lost also came in. In the evening ** orders were 
read to draw provisions and ammunition, to be in readiness, which [ 
struck a pauic on the minds of many/* 


The next day the men discussed the matter of returning home, 
pleading want of blankets and clothing, “ Many went off; a few 
were remaining when Gvnerul came mud raged very much ; 

and about ten o’clock all but McDowell came uH." 

Dan river was re-crossed on the t8tb. "A little afterward many 
went to a tavern, where some got drunk and quarreled * f On the 21st, 



M we paid Murphy one dollar a man for horses to carry os over Goose 
Creek/* On the aid, “my brother and I hired Mr. Rountree's 
horses, and his son came with as to Mr. Lambert s, when, after he 
received forty-three dollars, he returned. We cat with Mr. Lambert 
and paid him ten dollars each. I bought five books from him and 
paid him four hundred and twelve dollars and a half. We crossed 
the mountains, and in the valley saw* the wonderful mill without 


• AU account* agree that Stevens' brigade, including the Augusta and Kock> 
bridge militia, behaved well in the battle. 

t A North Carolina historian (SchcncV) says : •• Captain Tate of Virginia, ao 
distinguished at Cowpens, rectived a ball which broke his thigh/ 1 
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wheels, doors or floors.** On Friday, March 23d, Mr. Houston 
arrived at his brother William’s, and there the diary ended. 

We are accustomed to think of the men of the Revolutionary period 
as nil heroes panting for the fray, and patriots ready to make any 
sacrifice for the cause of their country. Here we see they were very 
much like other people. The men who composed Colonel McDowell's 
battalion were, most of them* worthy citizens, of fully average 
courage and public spirit. But they were hastily levied, untrained, 
and easily demoralized. However brave each man might be. be 
could not rely with certainty on the support of his neighbors in the 
ranks, and therefore provided for his own safety according to his best 
judgment. So raw militia have nearly always acted, and nearly 
always will. 

“ The second day after the battle, " says Foote, 41 when they must 
cither march further in pursuit of Cornwallis or return home, they all. 
in face of their Colonel marched of! home. Some, both of the Caro- 
lina and the Virginia militia, fled from the battle-ground on the 15th. 
and never rested till they reached their homes. Some of the Virginia 
men that fled thus, in the fear lest they should lie called to account 
for their flight, retreated into the western ridges of the Alleghany, 
and even to old age dreaded the approach of a stranger, as perhaps an 
I officer for their arrest for desertion.* 1 

Upon the authority of an old army list, it is stated on a preceding 
page that Captain Andrew Wallace was killed at the battle of King’s 
Mountain. Foote states, however, and no doubt correctly, that he 
was killed at Guilford. (See Sketches of Virginia, second series, page 
147.) He says: "Captain Andrew Wallace, from near Lexington, 
was in the regular service, and had always shown himself a brave 
man. That morning he expressed a mournful presage that !te would 
fall that day. In the course of the action, he sheltered himself behind 
a tree, with some indications of alarm. Being reproached, lie im¬ 
mediately left the shelter, and in a moment received his death 
wound, M * 

Wc have an echo from the battle of Guilford C. H. irs a letter 
written by Major Charles Magill to Governor Jefferson, from General 
I Greene’s head-quarters, March 19, 1781. Major Magill says : 

"Poore stays, also: "A brother of hia, Captain Adam Wallace, was with 
Htiford at the terrible massacre on the Wixhiv, After killing many of the 
enemy with hia espontoon M [a kind of pike], " he died, bravely fighting.'* 

Auother brothrr, Captain Hugh Wallace, in the regular army, died in 
Philadelphia, of *xnall-pox. 
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" I am lorry to inform your Excellency that a number of the 
Virginia militia have sully d the Laurels reap'd in the Action, 
by making one frivolous pretence and another, to return home. A 
number have left the Army very precipitately, the best men from 
Augusta and Rockbridge have been foremost on this occasion." 

Joseph Bell, of the Stone Church family, was in 1781, an agent 
for buying cattle, and on February 24th wrote to the Governor in re¬ 
gard to his difficulties. The farmers were unwilling to sell to the 
State on credit, and under orders from CoL Wood he had seized many 
cattle, Attorneys, “paid to do so," pronounced the proceedings 
illegal, and he expected to be sned. He said, however: M Good 
Whigs perform their duty with most punctuality." 


Tire Bells. 


Thrce or more persons named Bell, not at all related, as far as 
known, were among the early settlers of Augusta county. Two of 
these, and perhaps three, were named James. A James Bell 
member of the first County Court. 


was a 


To distinguish between the families, we shall designate them by 
the respective neighborhoods in which they lived,—North Mountain, 
South River, Stone Church, and Long Glade. 

North }fountain Bills .—The first of this family in the county 
was Janies Bell, who located on a tract of laud one mile and a half 
cast of Buffalo Gap, on a part of which bis descendant, John Chris¬ 
tian, lives at present (1888). It was his dwelling that was raided by 
Indians, as related on a former page. His children were three sons, 
James, Samuel and Francis; and three daughters, Ann, Betty and 

I. James Bell, son of James, removed to Kentucky and located 
near Lexington. He was a near neighbor of Henry Clay, who conse¬ 
quently visited the Bells of Buffalo Gap several times on his trips to 
and from Washington. 

II. Samuel, known for many years before his death as Major 
Bell. He %vas a soldier in the Revolution, while ouite young, and, 
with many of his couutymen, was with Morgan at the Cowpctis. He 
lived on the farm recently owned by his son, Samuel H. Bril, and now 
by Archibald A Sprout, a short distance west of Swoopc’t Depot. 

Major Bell was married three times. His first wife was Nancy, 
daughter of James Bell, of Long Glade, and her children were: 1. 
Sarah, wife of Robert Christian ; a. James, who waa a lieutenant in the 
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war of 1812, and known for many years as Captain James Bell; and 

3. Nancy, wife ofjohu Brownlee, of the Greenville neighborhood. 

The second wife of Major Bell was a Miss Cunningham* who had 
one child, a daughter, who died young. 

The third wife was Rebecca Hays, mother of Samuel H. Bell, de¬ 
ceased, and Francis Bell, late of Pulaski county. 

III. Francis Bell, son of James, married Sally, daughter of James 
Bell, of Long Glade, who had only one child, a son named James, 
who died in his yonth. 

IV. Ann Bell, wife of Francis Gardiner, a soldier of the Revolu¬ 
tion, Their children were the late James and Samuel Gardiner. Mrs. 
Henry Sterrett, Mrs. Robert Wright, and others. 

V. Betty, the next daughter, was the wife of Benjamin Brown, 
and mother of Major Joseph Brown, a prominent citizen of the county 
for many years, who removed to Illinois in 1837, and afterwards to 
Missouri. Major Brown’s wife was a daughter of Jacob Swoope, the 
old merchant and Congressman. 

VI. Vtwry, \Wav\ tomtom 'rt fteW, unmarried. 

The South River Bells. —James Bell, the first of this family in the 
county [how related to other families of the name, if at all, is not 
known] had the following children : 

U Agnes, who married James Gamble, and was the mother of 
Col. Robert Gamble and others. 

2. Dorcas, who married - Love, and was the mother of 

Robert Love, William Love and others. 

3. Sarah Bell. 

4. James Bell sold his land in Augusta in 1795, and moved to 
Bardstown, Ky. 

5. Win. Bell, married and his descendants live iu Tennessee. 

6. Thomas Bell died unmiirried, in 1797. in Charlottesville, a 
Captain in the Revolution. 

7. John Bell died unmarried in 1797. 

8. Joseph Bell, a Revolutionary soldier often mentioned in the 
Annals, died unmarried in 1 &J2. 

9. Samuel Bell, died unmarried in 1788, having been an officer in 
the Revolution. 

The Stone Church Bells. —There is some uncertainty in regard to 
the name of the ancestor of this family. It was probably Joseph, os a 
Joseph Bell purchased a lot in Staunton, in 1747. AH that is certainly 
known of him is, that he was a married man and had children, one of 
whom was named Joseph, and that he and his wife were murdered, as 
heretofore related. 

Joseph Bell, son of the former, was born in Augusta, May 25, 
1742, and died in 1823. His wife was Elizabeth Henderson. Their 
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residence was on the present macadam'red turnpike, about four miles 
north of Staunton. 

The children of Joseph and Elizabeth Bell, who attained maturity, 
mtnt (Arte mat and two daughters. Ome of tire daughters maw the 
wife of the senior John Wayt, and the other the wife of Dr. John John¬ 
ston. 

I. William Bell, son of Joseph, known aa Major Bell, was for 
many years County Surveyor of Augusta. His wile was Margaret, 
daughter of Captain James Allen. 

II. James Bell, son of Joseph, was born in 177*. nn d in 1856. 
Hr was long the senior Justice of the Peace in Augusta* His first 
wife was Sarah, daughter of Captaiu James Allen, whose children, 
leaving posterity, ware the late Colonel William A. Bell, and Sarah, 
first wife of John Wayt, Junior. 

III. Joseph Bell, Junior, the third son of Joseph. Senior, resided 
doring most of him life in Rockbridge county, near Goshen. His wife 
was a daughter of Alexander Nelson. 

The BtUt of Long Glade .—James Bell came from Ireland and set¬ 
tled on Long Glade, Augusta, about 1740. His wife was Agnes Hogs¬ 
head. He is said to have been a school teacher, and also a surveyor 
and scrivener. He probably was the James Bell who was one of the 
first county magistrates in 1745. His children were: 

I. John Bell married three times, successively. His first wife, a 
widow* Young, ami his second, Esther Gamble, (sister of Colonel Rob¬ 
ert Gamble,) had no children. His third wife, Elizabeth Griffith, had 
four sons and two daughters. He served two “tours” during the 
Revolution. 

II. William Bell, son of James and Agnes, never married, Killed 
in battle during the Revolution. 

III. Francis Bell, married Polly Ervin. No children. 

IV. David Bell wtls in the military service during the w*ar of 
1812. and was called Captain Bell. HU wife was a Miss Christian. 
He had five children, two of whom died young. 

V. James Bell, sou of James and Agnes, went to Kentucky and 
died childless. 

VI. Thomas Bell, son of James and Agnes, married Rebecca 
Robertson, of Botetourt. He inherited his father’s homestead, the 
present Dudley farm, and died in 1854, aged eighty*two years. 

VII. Nancy Bell, daughter of James and Agnes, was the first 
wife of Major Samuel Bell, of North Mountain. 

VIII. Sally Bell, daughter of James and Agnes, was the wife of 
Francis Bell, of North Mouutaiu. 
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Of the descendants of James and Agnes Bell, eighteen were sol¬ 
diers in the Confederate army during the war of t86i-5 ; five were 
kilted in battle or died of wounds, and six died of disease contracted 
in the army. 


Thomas Posey is worthy of special mention here, because of bis 
personal merit and his Intimate association in his early life with 
Augusta county and her people. 

He was born, July 9, 1750, on the Potomac river, but when 
nineteen years old came to western Virginia. It is said that he was 
aide to Gen. Lewis in the Point Pleasant expedition, and alsdThnt he 
was a member of the Augusta County Committee in 1775. It has 
been stated further that his first wife was a daughter of Col. Sampson 
Mathews, but the known descendants of Col. Mathews deny that he 
had such a daughter. 

During the whole Revolutionary war he was in active military 
service. He first appears as a Captain in the 9th Regiment, com* 
manded by George Mathews.—Afterwards he was a Captain in 
Morgan’s rifle corps. At the storming of Stony Point he was Major 
of Col. Febiger’s regiment. For some time in 1781, he was at Staun¬ 
ton as a recruiting officer. He, however, aided in the capture of Com- 
v wailia at Yorktown. Subsequently, he served under Wayne in 
Georgia, as Lieutenant-Colonel of a new regiment. After the war he 
settled in Spotsylvania county, and from 1786 to 1793 was County 
Lieutenant. In the latter year he was ap[*>inted Brigadier General. 
The distinguished Rev. Dr. Archibald Alexander, when a youth of 
seventeen, was private tutor in General Posey's family, about the year 
1789, He afterwards described the General as a man of noble ap¬ 
pearance and courtly manners. Though somewhat decayed in 
wealth, the Poseys maintained much of the style which belonged to 
old Virginia families. There were two sets of children at that time. 

I In 1794, General Posey was second in command under Wayne in 
his Indian campaign. We next find him living in Kentucky—a 
member of the State Senate—Lieut, Governor for four years—and 
Major General of Kentucky levies in 1809. Then he removed to 
Louisiana, and was U. S. Senator from that State in 1812—13. He 
1 succeeded Gen. Harrison as Governor of Indiana Territory in 1813. 
In 18 r6 he was agent for Indian affairs. He died at Shawneetown, 
Illinois, March 19, t8i8. 


Marriage Laws, etc. 

From the many acts in respect to marriage found in timing's 
Statutes at Large, it would seem that the early Burgesses were great¬ 
ly perplexed o\*er the subject. One would suppose that whatever 
teuded to iucrease population in a regular way would have been 
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favored ; but some of the laws might have been styled " Act* to dis¬ 
courage matrimony." 

For more than twenty years after the settlement at Jamestown, 
persons desiring to marry had to apply to the Governor for license, ex¬ 
cept that marriages after publication of the banns in the parish 
church on three successive Sundays, were allowed. Till the Revolu¬ 
tion, only ministers of the established church were permitted to per¬ 
form the ceremony. Any "pretended marriage/' made otherwise, 
was declared null ami void, the offspring illegitimate and the parents 
liable to prosecution for unlawful cohabitation. The minister was 
subjected to a heavy penalty. 

After the settlements were extended, licenses were issued by the 
-JustHS? of the Peace first in commission in the county, and the Clerk 
of the Court was required to report the names of the parties to the 
Secretary of the Colony, "that the Governor may have account of 
the fees/' 

To prevent alarms and waste of powder, an act was passed in 
1643-3, prohibiting the firing of gun*. except **at weddings and 
* funeral la. 0 * 

_ At the session of 1705, a long act was passed ••concerning mar¬ 
riages," embracing the provisions of former acts. It provided also 
that the minister of the parish should receive all the fees for marriages 
and funeral *ermon* in h in parish, although another mini«ter per¬ 
formed the service*. This act was in force at the date of the first 
settlement in the Valley, no other act making materia! changes in the 
low having been passed till the session of 1748. The act of 1748 pro- 
sided that licenses should be issued by the Clerk of the County Court 
where the feme resided ; and the prescribed fees were : The Gover¬ 
nor's, 20 shillings ($3 33#); the Clerk’s, 5 shillings (83#); the 
minister's, 20 shillings if by license, by banns 5 shillings; and tor 
publishing banns one shilling and six pence (25 cents). This act 
took effect June /o, 1731, and from that time till 1775, no act 
concerning mintages was passed. 

In " the Interregnum" in 1775, the convention passed an act for 
raising the public revenue, which imposed a tax of 40 shillings, 
(56 66J1), on every marriage license ! By an act of October. 1776, 
the 1st of the Commonwealth, the tax was reduced to 20 shillings, 
and the fees of the Governor were abolished. 

An act of the Legislature in 1784, put sll minister* on an equal 
footing in r es pect to marriages, and then, for the first time, tht clerks 
of courts began to keep registers of marriages, as required. 

The present wiser generation has relieved marrioge of some of its 
burdens. The fees of clerks and ministers legally demandable, are 
only one dollar each, and no tax is imposed. As this is the age of 
pensions and subsidies, very likely after awhile bounties will be 
offered to stimulate the ardour of young couples. 
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Judge Lyman Chalkley, in his researches among the musty 
records of the County Court of Augusta, found lists of marriages from 
1749 to 1773, kept by the Clerk evidently with reference 10 the fees 
of the Governor . The names of female* married and of the officiating 
ministers are not given. 


The papers in a suit prosecuted in the County Court, in 1773, 
also brought to light by Judge Chatktcy, shows that the Rev John 
Jones, rector of Augusta parish, recovered against the Rev. Adam 
Smith, rector of Botetourt parish, £2 , 2s., 6d, for marriage fees unlaw¬ 
fully received by the latter. 


In only one list are the names of the females given, as follows : 
June 17, 1749, John Buchanan and Margaret Patton. 

Archibald Houston and Mary Stevenson. 

John Hinds and Jean Kerr. 

Robert Boyd and Eleanor Porterfield. 

John Driskell nnd Jane Burnet, 

Silas Hart and Jane Robertson, 

Elijah MeClanahan and Letitia Breckinridge. 


20, 

1 « 

“ 28, 

M 

July 

• 4 

Aur. 

4 * 

Sept. 

O 

1 1 

l< 
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CHAPTER XI. 


TI 1 K RKVOMJTIOM, RTC,, FROM 1781 TO THR K.NT> OF THH WAR. 


General Phillips arrived at Portsmouth, Virginia, March 26, 
1781, with two thousand men, and took command of the British at 
that place. 

Major Posey of the Continental army had returned to Staunton 
by the 27th of March, and on that day wrote to Governor Jefferson 
that according to Baron Steuben's orders he could not enlist any man 
under 5 feet 4 inches. There were men well adapted to military 
service who did not reach that standard, and he asked for discretionary 
powers in such cases. The Baron was a Prussian, of the military 
school of King Frederick William, who had a mania on the subject of 
tall soldier*. 

Anticipating an advance of the enemy from Portsmouth, the State 
authorities sought to recruit tbc Continental ranks by again calling 
out the militia. The condition of affairs in the Valley at this time 
appears from letters written by military officers to the Governor, 


which we find in the Calendar of Slate Papers. 

Col. William Preston, County Lieutenant of Montgomery, wrote, 
on April 13, 1781, that "nearly one-hnlfof our militia are disaffected, 
and therefore cannot be drawn into the service either by threats or 
otherwise: and should they be punished according to law. they 
would either withdraw to the mountains, or embody or disturb the 
peace of the county " Moreover, the frontier of the county was ex¬ 
posed to depredation* by Indians, and the men could not join Greene’s 
array without leaving their families exposed. 

On the 20th of April, Col. Samuel McDowell, of Rockbridge, 


wrote to the Governor that a draff was ordered to take place on the 
26th, but the men drawn would be ruined. Most of them were in 
service in the fall of 1780, when Leslie invaded the State, and were 
prevented from sowing fall crops, and to go now would preveut their 
raising spring crop*. With few exceptions they would leave no one 
at home to work their farms. The letter continues: "This county 
bad. in October last, Capt. James Gilmer [Gilmore] nnd forty-odd 
men in Caruliua, under Gen. Morgan, for near four mouths, and was 
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at Tarleton's defeat at the Cowpens in South Carolina. And there 
were also three companies drawn when Leslie invaded the State ; their 
numbers were about tSo men. On Arnold’s invasion. Col. John 
Bowyer marched with about 200 men down the country. And when 
Gen. Greene retreated into Virginia * * I marched near 200 men 
I from this county to join Gen. Greene. * * I with difficulty per¬ 

suaded the men to cross the Dan into Car/rfina, and joined Gen. 
Greene some time before the battle of Guilford Courthouse ; continued 
with him till after the battle, the 15th of March last, had 1 Capt. and 
4 Privates killed; two Capts., one Ensign and seven Privates 
wounded, and Mnj. Stuart and four Privates taken prisoners. From 
these different calls all the men in this county have been on hard 
service, each a term, since October last, and nearly two-thirds of them 
at the same time.*' 

O11 the 24th of April, the British under General Phillips entered 
Petersburg. Baron Steuben with a thousand militia made such re¬ 
sistance as he could. Phillips advanced, on the 30th, to Manchester, 
opposite Richmond. 

LaFuyetle, having been assigned to the command in Virginia, 
entered Richmond, on the 29th of April, with a small body of 
Continental troops. The enemy thereupon almmloned the thought of 
attacking Richmond, and deported townrds the coast, destroying mills, 
flour, tobacco, etc., as they went. Early in May, however, the 
British returned to Petersburg, no doubt in pursuance of advices from 
Cornwallis. 

In the meanwhile, Cornwallis was advancing from North Caro¬ 
lina. lie marched towards Halifax, on the 25th of April, sending 
before him Colonel Tarleton, with one hundred and eighty dragoons, 
and arrived at Petersburg on the 20th of May. 

Major Thomas Posey wrote to Col. William Davies, from Staun¬ 
ton, May 18, 1781, as follows : M Tlie number of men which I have 
collected at this place (in deserters and others) amount to twenty-one. 
The draft for eighteen mouthers has not yet taken place in any of 
these back counties, neither can I inform you at what particular time 
it will. The people seem much aversed to it in Augusta and Rock¬ 
bridge, but it don’t amount to a majority I beleave. However, a con¬ 
siderable number met at the place npoiuted for laying of the Districts, 
and in a very bold and daring manner, seased the papers and destroyed 
them. I don't know where this may stop, if there is not a timeous 
check, in Hanging a few. for examples to the rest. The cloathing, I 
understand, the different counties is providing, as fast as possible, but 
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none as yet delivered to me. I have a deserter or two delivered to me 
every five or six days—I suppose I shall have a ootnp’y of them in a 
abort time to «end down/* 

Colonel Davies, son of the celebrated Samuel Davies, was In¬ 
spector General.* 

LaFayette now commanded three thousand troops, continentals 
and militia. He was pursued by Cornwallis, who crossed James 
River nt Westover, and wisely retreated before the advancing enemy. 
On the 10th of June he was joined by General Wayne, in Culpeper 
county, with eight hundred men of the Pennsylvania line. 

After Cornwallis entered Virginia* a party of Tories raised the 
British standard on Lost river, then in Hampshire, now Hardy 
county. John Claypoie, a Scotchman, and John Brake, a German, 
were the leaders, and drew over to their side a majority of the people 
in the neighborhood. Their object appeared to be to organize and 
march in a body to join Cornwallis upon his approaching the Valley. 
The militia of Shenandoah, Frederick and Berkeley were called out to 
suppress the insurrection, and a body of four hundred men was 
speedily equipped and mounted.; General Daniel Morgan, of Fred¬ 
erick, being out of sendee and at home, was called to the command, 
and advanced with the troops into the disaffected region. Claypoie 
was arrested, but released on bail, and Brake was punished by the 
army living at free quarters for a day or two on his cattle pens and 
distillery. No collision occurred, but oue man was killed by a 
drunken attendant of General Morgan, and another, while miming 
away, was shot in the leg. The militia were out only eight or ten 
days. The Tories soon became ashamed of their conduct, and several 
of their young men volunteered and went to aid in the capture of 
Cornwallis.—[Kcrchcval. page 199.] 

The Legislature adjourned in Richmond on the 10th of May, to 
meet in Charlottesville on the 24th. The official term of Governor 
Jefferson expired ou the 1st of June, but his successor not having been 
elected by the Legislature, CoL William Fleming, a member of the 
Council, acted as Governor for nearly two weeks, " holding his 
court ** in StAunton. 

At the junction of the Rivanna river with the James, called 
Point of Fork, the Virginians had collected a quantity of military 
stores, defended by Steuben with about six hundred raw militia. 
Cornwallis detached Colonel Simcoc with five hundred men to destroy 

• lie was grandfather of Bishop Whittle* of the Virginia Episcopal church. 
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the store* referred to, while Tarleton and his dragoon? started to 
capture the Legislature at Charlottesville. Simeoe succeeded in his 
enterprise; blit when Tarleton reached Charlottesville on the 4th of 
June, the Legislature, warned in time, had adjourned to meet in 
Staunton on the 7th. Tarleton then, with seven members of the 
Legislature he had picked up, turned to join Cornwallis and Simeoe 
near the Point of Fork. 

Cotoncl Fleming, acting Governor, wrote from Staunton, on the 
6th, to Colonel James Wood, in reference to the removal of the 
British prisoners of war, from Albemarle to Rutland, Mass. On the 
9th he wrote again, advising that fifty men be stationed at Swift Run 
Gap, and thirty at Woods' Gap, (Jarman 1 ®), some of them mounted, 
'* so as to discover in time the approach of the enemy," in an attempt 
to rescue the prisoners. 

The Legislature convened in Staunton, in the old parish church, 
on the 7th of June, but the members were soon stampeded again, as 
we shall see. 

Stephen Southall, Quartermaster, had 280 barrels of powder and 
other army supplies, stored at Staunton, on the 9th of June, 1781. 

Capt. Henry Young wrote to Col. Davies, June 9th, from Staun¬ 
ton, where the legislature was then in session : ,# We have reason to 
apprehend that the enemy are within twelve miles of Charlottesville, 
I apprehended two days ago a Deserter on suspicion of his being a 
Spie ; circumstances arc strong against him, but no positive proof; he 
says that the enemy will be bear in a day or two—some confidence is 
reposed in his assertion by many, for ray part I give no credit to any¬ 
thing that he says. Two days ago Mr. Nicholas gave notice that he 
shoo'd this day move to have a Dictator appointed. Gen. Washington 
and Gen. Greene arc talked of. I dare say your Knowledge of these 
worthy gentlemen will be sufficient to convince you that neither of 
them will or ought to accept of such an appointment.*’ 

On Sunday, the ictli, a session of the Legislature was held to 
enter an adjournment to the Warm Springs. This proceeding was 
caused by a report that Tarleton was pursuing across the Blue Ridge. 
Some of the members of assembly took the road toward Lexington, 
and others went to the northwest part of the county. Patrick Ilcnry 
was one of the latter, and such seemed to be the emergency that, 
according to tradition, he left Staunton wearing only one boot. 

A book of travels published anonymously, in 1826, at New Haven, 
gives some account of the alarm in Staunton caused by the anticipated 
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approach of Tarlcton. The author is said to hare been Mrs. Ann 
Royal!. a lady of some literary pretensions, who died in Washington 
City, September t , 1854. She was in Staunton in 1823. and obtained 
a report of the affair from Mrs, William Lewis. She nay*: 4 * Col. 
Sam Lewis, at midnight, called at the home of his uncle, William 
Lewis, living then at Staunton, hut later at Sweet Springs, and called 
out, * Where are the boys, aunt?' 'They arc up stairs in lied,' she 
said. ' Call them up, Tarlcton is coming.’ She did so, and they set 
out immediately. Among the persons quickly rising were the mem¬ 
bers of the legislature, calling for horses, which were obtained. Next 
morning the streets were s trew n with bags, portmanteaus, bundles of 
clothes, and not a member in sight. They rode with the utmost 
J»pecd during the night and the next day, but itistcad of going to the 
mountain to meet Tarlcton, they went the opposite direction ; one 
member. Dr. Long, rode 20 miles without a saddle. Meanwhile, the 
others, young and old. men and boys of Augusta county, repaired to 
the point of danger at Rockfish Gap/’ Only one member. Major 
William Rovall, from Amelia county, was with the Augusta troops.— 
f l *nn*i* Historical Magazine of January, T901J 

The cause of the alarm and stampede has been variously reported. 
The late Judge Francis T. Brooke, then a young Lieutenant of the 
Continental army, gives one version of the matter in a memoir he left 
behind him. He was in Albemarle, in command of a detachment, 
and was ordered by his captain, Bohannon, if he could not join the 
Baron Steuben, to proceed to Staunton, and thence to join the corps to 
which he belonged in the army of La Fayette. He says : " The next 
day I crossed the ridge about six miles to the south of Rockfish Gap. 
When I got to where Waynesboro* is. I found a large force of eight 
hundred men, or one thousand riflemen, under the command of 
General McDowell, probably Colonel Samuel McDowell. He stopped 
me. saying he had orders to stop all troops to defend the gap. I re¬ 
plied that I belonged to the Continental army and had orders to go to 
Staunton, and said to the men, 4 Move on,' and lie let me pass. At 
that time I suppose a regimental coat had never been seen on that side 
of the mountain—nothing but hunting-shirts. I marched with drums 
beating and colors flying, and some one seeing the troops, carried the 
news to Staunton that Tarlcton had crossed the mountain, and the 
Legislature then sitting there ran off again ; but learning the mistake, 
rallied and returned the next day. In the morning I entered the 
town. There, for a few days, I heard Patrick Henry, Richard Henry 
Lee, George Nicholas, and my ueighbor, Mann Page, of Mansfield." 
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Judge Brooke’s narrative proceeds : 14 When I arrived at Staun¬ 
ton, Colonel Davies, whom I found there, insisted on retaining me in 
that service, but Captain Fleming Gaines, who belonged to Harrison’s 
regiment of artillery, ordered me to join ray corps as speedily as 1 
could in the army of the Marquis, nnd furnished me with his horses 
and servant to do so. In a few days I left Staunton, and took the 
road, by what is now called Port Republic, to cross the ridge at Swift 
Run Gap. A curious incident occurred : one of the horses was taken 
lame, and I stopped at a smith’s shop to have his shoes repaired ; the 
people were all Dutch, and spoke no English, and seeing me in 
regimentals, they took me for a British officer, and detained me for a 
time as their prisoner, until one of them came who understood 
English, and I showed him my commission, and he let me pass ” 

Vet there was good reason for anticipating an inroad by Tarleton. 
The first rumor of it seems to have arisen on Saturday, but on Sun¬ 
day the report was apparently confirmed. On Saturday, Mr. Scott 
w r as hearing a class in the catechism at Bethel, which he dismissed to 
spread the ularni. On Sunday, the people of Tinkling Spring con¬ 
gregation were assembled as usual for worship, when a strange man, 
arrested in the vicinity, was brought to the church. Tins man was 
one of four who had been captured, but the others had escaped. He 
was dressed partly in the uniform of a British soldier, and was sup- 
|>osed to be a spy sent forward by Tarleton, The excitement at the 
church may be imagined. The pastor, Rev. Jauics Waddell, addressed 
the congregation, urging the men to obtain arras and hasten to Rock- 
fish Gap, intending to go with them. But what should be done with 
the prisoner ? A guard of several men could not be spared, and a 
young man named Long, who had carried his trusty rifle to church, 
volunteered to bring the stranger to Staunton and lodge him in jail. 
By command of Long, the prisoner marched ou before and moved 
obedient to orders till they arrived at Christian’s Creek. There, Long 
unshed to take off his moccasins, but the spy persisted in coming on, 
wading the stream in his jack-boots. Long repeated!}* warned him to 
stop, and finally shot him down. After a few days he died, confess¬ 
ing that he was a British soldier, and had been sent in advance by 
Tarleton. These facts were related to the writer by the late Joseph 
Long, who was a son of the young man who shot the spy. 

The alarm having arisen, riders traversed the county to notify the 
people. From Lexington to the Peeked Mountain, now Massanutten, 
the people were aroused. The men hastened to Rockfish Gap, while 
the women and children hid their silver spoons and other portable 
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articles of value Two venerable men, who were children in 1781, 
many years ago related to the writer their recollections of the time. 
One of the*c remembered that his father came home from Tinkling 
Spring church and took down his gun, to the boy’s great astonish* 
ment, as it was the Sabbath day ; the other told of his anxiety to bury 
his only treasure, a little bar of lead. 

By Monday morning the mountain at Rockfish Cap was lim-d 
with men. Some, who could not procure guns, provided piles of 
stones to hurl at the invaders. The force under General McDowell, 
encountered by Lieutenant Brooke, was doubtless composed of the 
hasty levies referred to. 

On the day the alarm first arose, the Rev. William Graham, of 
Lexington, was coming to Staunton. He heard the exciting report 
before he arrived here, and immediately returned home to call out the 
militia. With a company of men he went on the next day to Rock- 
fish Gap. Finding that Tarleton did not come, part of the militia, ac¬ 
companied by Mr. Graham, went in quest of the enemy, and joined 
La Fayette below Charlottesville. During a short stay with the army 
Mr. Graham had evening prayers in the company to which he belonged. 
The service* were not well attended, except on one occasion, when a 
battle was anticipated ; then the men generally assembled, and ap¬ 
peared to listen with much attention.—[Foote, First Series, page 453]. 

The Legislature reassembled at Staunton, and on the 12th of 
June elected General Thomas Nelson Governor of the Commonwealth. 
On the 19th the new Governor qualified by taking the prescribed oaths 
before Sampson Mathews. J. P., and on the same day Samuel McDow¬ 
ell qualified as a member of the Governor’s Council. 

At some period during the war. an accusation was preferred by 
Thomas Hughes against Zachariah Johnston, one of the delegates from 
Augusta, of instigating opposition in the county to the act of assem¬ 
bly for raiding troops.* While the Legislature sat at Staunton, June 
14th. Mr. Henry reported that Mr. Johnston had nnifortnly recom¬ 
mended obedience to the law. and that the accusation was groundless. 

On June 23d. the assembly adjourned at Staunton, to meet in 
Richmond in October following. 

Before the introduction of putty, lead was used for fixing panes of 
glass in window sashes, and towards the close of the war was sought 
after for moulding into bullets. On June 13. 1781, Maj. John Pryor. 
Commissary, wrote from Charlottesville to Col. Davies, at Staunton. 

"Probably the diatutbance referred to by Major Poaey in hie letter of 
May 18th. 
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that he had sent out 44 by Expresses to every probable Houses within 
40 miles extent along the S. W. Mountains, to collect what can be 
found in the windows and elsewhere. 4 * On the 14th he wrote again 
that lead was "amazingly wanted in camp/* 

By order of Col. Carrington, Deputy Quartermaster General, on 
June 14, 1781, Staunton was made the principal depot for public 
stores "beyond the mountains," under Capt. Thomas Hamilton. 

Col. Febiger wrote from camp, June 30, 1781. to Col. Davies, at 
Staunton, that the men were " literally naked, shirts and blankets ex¬ 
cepted"— “ unless supplied, they would from real nakedness be com¬ 
pelled to quiit the field." There were not more than twenty pairs of 
good shoes in the regiment. No wonder men objected to being drafted 
as soldiers under such circumstances. 

In pursuance of orders from New York, Cornwallis turned towards 
the coast on the f6th of June, and was closely followed by Ln Fayette. 
On the 22nd of August the British army occupied York town, 

A draft of Augusta militia was made in May, 1781. According 
to Alexander Hamilton’s "declaration," the men rendezvoused at the 
site of the present town of Waynesborough in the latter part of May. 
Joseph Bell says they rendezvoused "at Col. Eason’s, now Waynes¬ 
borough." June fith. This was only a few days before the alarm in 
the Valley in regard to Tarleton*s approach. Bell was Ensign in 
Capt. Francis Long's company. Hamilton was a private in the com¬ 
pany of Cnpt. Patrick Buchanan. Col. Thomas Hughart commanded 
the troops. They proceeded to join the army under La Fayette, at 
Colonel Dandridgc’s, probably in King William county. Both Bell 
and Hamilton were in the battle of " Hot Water," on the 26th of 
June, says Hamilton, under the immediate command of Colonel, or 
Major, Jack Willis of the Continental line.* No engagement is men¬ 
tioned in history by this name. The reference is probably to a severe 
skirmish, on June 26, about six miles from Williamsburg. Colonel 
Butler, f of the Pennsylvania line, commanded the Americans, and 
Colonel Sitncoc the British. It is described as a desperate melee in 
which much execution was done on both sides.—James Hamilton, 

*La Fayette selected seven hundred and fifty of his best militia marksmen, 
and dividing them into three corps of light infantry, placed them respectively 
under the command of three regular officer*, of whom Major Willis was one. 

p. -415.] It was therefore a distinction to have served under 

Willis. 

t Colonel Butler was the second and rival of Morgan at Saratoga. He was 
employed by Washington os neat in command to St. Clair, in whose disastrous 
defeat he was killed. 




ANNALS OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 


201 


brother of Alexander, was severely wounded. He was sent to a hos¬ 
pital in New Kent county, and Alexander was detached to take care 
of him, which he did till his term expired, and his brother John then 
took his place as nurse. 

Major William Willson testified that he was with Alexander 
Hamilton at the battle of Hot Water, and saw him aid in carrying; his 
brother from the field. 

Capt. John Davis of the Pennsylvania line,* kept a diary from May 
26. 1781, when Wayne’s Brigade left York, Pa., till January if, 
1782, when it was at Jack son borough, S. C. From the original we 
lake the following extracts relating to the battle of Hot Water : 

“June avth.—Lay by this day. At dark took up the line of 
march in order to overtake Simna* [Simcoe] **who had plundered a 
quantity of cattle.' 0 

* 4 26th—At six o'clock in the morning we overtook a covering 
party who retreated before us. We mounted a party of infantry 
behind light-horse, who overtook their rear. We had a small 
skirmish, horse and foot, in which we took some light-horse and cattle 
and killed 30 on the spot with inconsiderable loss." 

Joseph Bell was at the battle of Jamestown, under General 
Wayne, in July, 1781. 

When Lord Cornwallis was about to cross Jnmes River at James¬ 
town Island, on July 6th, a British dragoon and u negro, pretending 
to be deserters, informed the Americans that nearly ull the King's 
troops had passed over, leaving only the rear guard on the north side. 
General Wayne with the Pennsylvania line made a furious assault, 
but fouud he was confronted by the whole British army. La Fayette, 
who was at hand and in chief command, ordered a retreat, and the 
Americans were not pursued. The loss of the Americans in the short 
but severe conflict was 118 men killed, wounded and captured, and 
three cannon : of the British So killed and wounded. The engage¬ 
ment is otherwise called the battle of Green Spring. 

Capt. Davis gives, in his diary, the following brief account of the 
bottle of Green Spring, under date of July 6th : 

4 At son rise wc took up the line of march for Jamestown, which 
place the enemy lay at. The 1st Battery was detached with some 

• General llmry Lee mra in his Memoir they might have been culled with 
more propriety the line of Ireland. 

C«pt* Davis was the grand father of Mrs. Alexander H, Fulls, late of Staun¬ 
ton. Hit wife wu « daughter of John Mortoa . a signer of the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence. 
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riflemen, which brought on a scattering fire that continued many 
hours. When the and and 3rd Battery with one of Infantry arrived 
in sight, we formed and brought on a general action. Our advances 
regular at a charge, till we got within 80 yards of their main body 
under a heavy fire of grape shot, at which distance we opened our 
musketry at their line, 3 of our artillery horses being wounded; and 
then their right flanking our left, rendered a retreat necessary, with 
the loss of 2 pieces of artillery." 

Very likely the riflemen mentioned were militiamen from Au¬ 
gusta county. Capt Davis was, of course, not acquainted with all 
that occurred; but the above extract is interesting because it was 

tn on the day and on spot. 

Bell continued in service till after the surrender of Cornwallis. 
He was absent from home about five months. 

Other companies from the county during the summer and fall of 
1781, were— 

Capt. Thomas Smith's, which rendezvoused at Teas' in August. 
John Thompson and Alexander Williams were members of this com¬ 
pany. The former was discharged two or three days before the 
surrender at Vorktowu ; the latter continued in service till after the 
surrender. 

Capt. William Finley's company, of which William Patrick was a 
member. Colouel Lewis' regiment, was dismissed at Yorktown a short 
time before the surrender. 

Cavalry company of Capt. Zachariali Johnston, Lieut. Charles 
Baskin, and Ensign Richard Madison. This company assembled at 
Teas’ about the first of June, and was probably engaged in the battle 
of Jamestowu. 

John McCtftchen, drafted in June, left Staunton with Major 
Alexander Robertson, and was discharged soon after the battle of 
Jamestown. 

Samuel McCune who was drafted in the company of Capt. Francis 
Long, heretofore mentioned, was iu the battle of Hot Water, and 
was "trampled by a British light-horseman." He was also iu the 
battle of Jamestown.—John Crawford was Lieutenant of the company. 

William Armstrong was drafted in July, in the company of Capt. 
James Bell, Lieut. John Wackub, and Ensign Alexander Crawford, 
and was discharged two days before the surrender at Yorktown. 

One-fourth of the Augusta militia had been called out by the 
order of July 25th, and marched on the 8th of August to lower 
Virginia and Yorktown, as appears from a letter written by Colonel 
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Sampvm Mathews, dated September 4th. The regiment, at b&tt&liatu 
was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel Lewis (son of Andrew) 
and Major William Long. 

At a court-martial held August 23, 1781, one man convicted of 
deserting from CapUin McCutchen s company, while under command 
of Brigadier-General Campbell, was sentenced to serve an additional 
six months. Another was tried for not going with the twenty days 
men ordered out under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Bowyer. and 
acquitted. The court was kept busy during this year trying men for 
desertion and other offences. An offence charged against some of the 
accused, was M failing to appear at the rendezvous when ordered 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel Lewis, August 8, 
1781.** 

On October 19* 1781. Cornwallis surrendered to Washington, at 
Yorktown, and the war of the Revolution ended, although peace was 
not formally concluded till 1783. 

As a part of the history of the county, we mention that the 
Presbytery of Hanover, about the year 1773, determined to establish 
•• Augusta Academy/' and it was at first proposed to locate the insti¬ 
tution at Staunton. At a meeting of Presbytery, in April, 1 775 » 
persons were appointed to solicit subscriptions iu behalf of the 
academy, among whom were William McPhecter* and John Trimble, 
at North Mountain; Thomas Stuart and Walter Da via, at Tinkling 
Spring; Sampson Mathews, at Staunton; and George Mathews, George 
Moffett and James Allen, in Augusta congregation. 

In May, 1776, the Presbytery determined to locate the school 
on Timber Ridge, "as there was no one in Stauntou to take the 
management, and it was uncertain whether there ever would be.” 
At the same time the Rev. William Graham was elected rector, and a 
young man named John Montgomery his assistant. Mr. Graham was 
born in Pennsylvania, in 1746, and was educated at Princeton Col¬ 
lege. Mr. Montgomery was bora in Augusta and graduated at 
Princeton in 1775. lie spent the last years of his life as pastor of 
Rocky Spring church, in Augusta. Trustees were aim appointed : 
Rev. John Brown, Rev. James Waddell. Thomas and Andrew l^cwis. 
William Preston, Sampson Mathews, Samuel McDowell, George 
Moffett, and others. 

In 1779, the school was removed to Lexington, and called 
" Liberty Hall," An act of incorporation by the Legislature was ob¬ 
tained iu 1782, and the institution has now become " Washington and 
Lee University. M 
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The subject of religious liberty occupied the attention of the peo¬ 
ple of Virginia as soon as the Revolutionary war arose. At a meeting 
of the Legislature, in October, 1779, all laws providing salaries For 
ministers were repealed, and it was generally understood that no de¬ 
nomination should be favored in that respect; but the scheme of a 
44 general assessment/* for the benefit of ministers of all sects, was 
proposed and advocated by Patrick Henry and others. 

In April, 1780, Hanover Presbytery met at Tinkling Spring, and 
held a session on the 28th at the house of Mr. Waddell. A 
memorial, praying the Legislature to abstain from interference with 
the government of the church, was prepared, and Messrs. Waddell 
and Graham were appointed to request Colonel McDowell and 
Captain Johnston, the delegates from Augusta, to present the me¬ 
morial to the assembly. Another memorial on the subject was 
adopted at Bethel, May 19, 1784, and still another in October, 1784. 
A convention of Presbyterians was held at Bethel, August ro, 1785, 
and a final memorial, drawn by Mr. Graham, was adopted on the 13th. 
The Legislature met October 17, 1785, and on December 17th, Mr, 
Jefferson’s bill * 4 for establishing religions freedom " became a law. 

Early in 1782 the Marquis de Chnstellux. a French officer, 
traveled extensively in Virginia, and subsequently published an 
account of his trip. In April he visited the Natural Bridge, crossing 
the Blue Ridge at Rockfbh Gap. Oti the eastern side of the moun¬ 
tain he was joined by an Augusta man on horseback who appeared 
” much at his ease,” and who entertained him with an account of the 
battle of the Cowpcns, in which he had participated. His description 
of the battle agreed with General Morgan’s official report of it. One 
incident of the battle he did not know of, but it was related by Mor¬ 
gan himself. The old hero was accustomed to say in his latter days 
that people thought he never was afraid, hut he was often miserably 
afraid. After arranging his troops at the Cowpcns, he said, as lie 
saw the glittering array of the British army coming on, lie trembled 
for the result. Retiring to the rear he poured out a prayer to God 
and then returned to his lines and cheered his men for the fight. The 
French officer pronounced the battle of the Cowpens the most extra¬ 
ordinary event of the war. 

The Marquis and his party forded South river, where Waynes- 
borough now is, and put up for the night at a little inn kept by a Mrs. 
Tease,* of which Mr. Jefferson had told him He says the inn was 

# Mrs Tcaze, or Teas, was a daughter of Colonel John Reid, son of Tbotna* 
Reid, who came from County Down, Ireland. Thomas waft a brother of John 
and Andrew Reid, the latter of whom wan the father of the Rockbridge family. 
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one of the worst in all America. A solitary tin vessel was the only 
wash howt for the family, servants, and guests. The travelers did 
not pass through Staunton, but hurried on to a better inn than Mra 
Teare’s, promised them near the site of Greenville. They were 
led to disappointment, as the landlord, Mr. Smith, hnd neither 




food for the men nor forage for the horses. The war just closed had 
impoverished the country to that extent. Mr. Smith encouraged the 
party, however, to expect supplies at a mill further on. The miller, 
who also kept a public house, was a Handsome young man of nbout 
twenty-five years of age, and had a handsome wife. He was found to 
be physically disabled, and upon inquiry* explained that he waa still 
suffering from fifteen or sixteen wounds received at the battle of Guil¬ 
ford. This was David Steele, of Midway. His wife brought the 


piece of skull clipped from his head by a British sabre to exhibit. 


The most serious injuries were received after he was taken prisoner 
by the enemy. Mr, Steele kept no spirits, and his guests fared upon 
cakes baked upon the cinders, and butter and milk. 


The Marquis spent a night at a Mr. Grigsby's, near the Natural 
Bridge, am! says : “ The other guests were a healthy, good-humored 
young man of eight and twenty, who set out from Philadelphia with a 
pretty wife of twenty, and a little child in her arms, to settle five 
hundred miles beyond the mountains in a country lately inhabited 
bordering on the Ohio, called the country of Kentucky. His whole 
retinue was u horse, which carried his wife and child. We were 
astonished at the easy manner with which he proceeded on his 
expedition." And the natural charms of the young wife, savs the 
Marquis, M were embellished by the serenity of her mind .”—[ Travels 
in North America , pages 254, etc ] 


After the surrender at Yorktown. Col. George Mathews rested on 
his laurels at hia home in Augusta. Gen. Greene, however, desired 
his aid in the South, and on February x, 1782. the Colonel wrote a 
characteristic letter, from "Markit Hill/* Augusta, to Col. Davies, ex¬ 
cusing himself from service. He was "with care and rigid economy 
eodavering to preaarve from rail want a wife and eight belplis chil¬ 
dren," left in easy circumstances when he went into the service. More¬ 
over. hLs health was seriously impaired. He would join Gen. Greene 
in April, however, if his health permitted. 

Until peace was declared the army had to be kept up, and another 
draft for regular service was ordered early in 1782. Col. George Mof¬ 
fett, then County Lieutenant of Augusta, wrote to Governor Harrison, 
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March 20th, with "much concern 9 ' respecting the draft in Augusta, 
which was appointed for April 9th. He says " it is probable that day 
will begin in tumult and end in something worse." The people were 
indignant at the proposed drawing, and persuaded it was "contrary 
to the mind of the last Assembly." By a temporizing policy he hoped 
to avert the threatened consequences. 

On May 1st he wrote again—he had found it impracticable to 
make the draft, and had postponed it till May 28th. The Indians 
were invading the frontiers, and he had sent out “ above eighty 
militia,*' exclusive of those sent to Tygart’s Valley. He thought it a 
hard case that he should be called upon to send 70 men to defend Mo¬ 
nongalia county, while the frontiers of Augusta were “so distressed by 
ye Enemy.” Col. Armand’s* cavalry had lately come to Staunton, 
and but for the contributions of the inhabitants would “undoubtedly 
have perished or plundered." 

Col. Moffett reported, on November 3, 1782, that more money 
than necessary for recruiting had been raised, but “ not one soldier." 

On May 7, 1783, Col. Moffett wrote to the Governor about Indian 
depreciations “ nigh ye head of grecubrier/’ Several persons had been 
, killed. He had ordered spies to be scut out, etc. 

We conclude this chapter with a synopsis of what seems now a 
curious act of the Legislature, passed in 1783. The act authorized 
the payment of one*half of taxes in tobacco, hemp, flour and deer 
skins. Warehouses were established at Staunton, Winchester and the 
stone-hon.se in Botetourt; and at those places flour was to be received 
at the rate of fourteen shillings per hundred pounds, with an allow¬ 
ance of twro shillings and six pence for casks and inspection. At the 
same places, and also Louisville, (Kentucky), deer skins w r ere to be 
taken at the price of one shilling and eight pence per pound for gray 
* skins, and two shillings for red and blue skins. 

• Charles Artnand wns ft Trench Marquis, bom in 1751. At *n early age he 
entered a military corps at Paris, bnt fought a duel, was dismissed from the 
service, came to America ami volunteered in the ciuwe of the colonics, May 10, 
1777. lie was commissioned as Colonel and participated in various engage me nU 
under La Fayette, In 17711, his corps was incorporated with Pulaski's. In 1781, 
he returned to Trance, procured clothes and accoutrement*, and came back in 
time to participate in the victory at Yorktoarn. The rank of Brigadier General 
was conferred upon him, March 20, 1788. In the same year he returned to 
Trance, and afterwards took an active part in the early stages of the French Rev¬ 
olution on the side of the King. He became a fugitive, and after the execution 
of Louis XVI, sank under a nervous malady and died January 80th, 1708. He is 
described as a polished gentleman and gallant leader. 
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The Gambles. 

About the year 1735, Robert Gamble left Londonderry, Ireland, 
his native place, and with other emigrants from the same section set¬ 
tled in Augusta county* The name Gamble had been prominently 
co n nec t e d with the history of Londonderry, and one of the family died, 
or was killed, there during the famous siege in 1689. Robert Gamble 
was a married man when he came to America, and brought with him 
a son named James, who was bom in 1729. lie had another sou 
named Joseph, who was probably the ancestor of the Gambles of Ohio 
and Missouri. [This U a mistake. The Missouri Gambles arc de¬ 
scendants of a Joseph Gamble who came to America from Derry, in 
1784.] 

On the 6th of March, 1746. Robert Poage conveyed to Robert 
Gamble 306 acre* of land, in consideration of ,£15. This tract lies 
about a mile northeast of the village of Springhill, and is the farm 
lately owned by Theophilns Gamble, and now (1892) by the heirs of 
R. B. Hamrick, deceased. 

James Gamble's wife was Agues Bell, a sister of Joseph Bell of 
South River, the Revolutionary soldier often mentioned in preceeding 
pages. He (Joseph Bell) was a bachelor, and died in 1834, leaving a 
considerable estate to his collateral descendants. He was called Major 
Bell in 1832 

The children of James and Agnes Gamble were two sons. Robert 
ami John; and three daughters, Mrs. Agnes Davis, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Moffett, and Mrs. Esther Bell. Mrs, Bell left no children. Mrs. 
Moffett’s descendants,—Moffetts, Tates and others,—are numerous, 

Robert Gamble, the younger, was bom on his father s farm, 
September 3, 1754. He received an unusually good education for the 
time, at Liberty Hall Academy. When he had just attained his 
majority, ami begun the business of a merchant, the troubles with 
Great Britain culminated in war* At the first call to arms lie was 
made first lieutenant of the first company raised in the county. He 
soon became captain of the company, but as promotion in the Conti¬ 
nental line was alow, he appears to have remained in that position 
for some years. 

Captain Gamble was in active service during the entire war, and 
participated in many battles at the north* including the battles of 
Princeton and Monmouth. As we have seen, he served under General 
Wayne on the Hudson, in 1779. It is said that he led one of the 
assailing parties at the storming of Stony Point. He with his men 
mounted the wall in the immediate vicinity of a cannon, and seeing 
the match atout to be applied, l>arely had time to lower his head and 
order his men to (all flat before the gun was discharged. He was, 
however, jwrmanently deafened by the concusMon. His company 
immediately moved on, and were the first to enter the fort. Being 
busilv engaged in securing prisoners, the British flag was overlooked, 
until Lieutenant-Colonel Flcury observed it and pulled it down . At 
this stage the Pennsylvania troops entered the fort 
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General Wayne's report of the affair was unsatisfactory, and upon 
learning all the facts he WTote another, giving the Virginians the credit 
to which they were eutitled. At that time there was much jealousy 
between the troops from different colonies, and before the revised re¬ 
port was published General Washington made a personal appeal to the 
Virginian# to let the matter drop for the good of the cause. Such an 
appeal from such a source was irresistible, and the error was allowed 
to remain. 

During the latter part of the war. Captain Gamble served under 
General Greene, in the South, and for a short time acted on the staff 
of Baron De Kalb. He was taken prisoner in South Carolina, and 
confined on a British vessel in Charleston harbor. He afterwards 
frequently complained of the treatment he received while a prisoner, 
his food consisting exclusively of rice. For many years Iwrfore his 
death he was styled colonel, but he appears not to have attained that 
rank in the army, during the war, having been allotted pension lands 
for service as a captain only. 

Colonel Gamble's wife was Catherine Grattan, daughter of Mr. 
John Grntt.in, who lived on North river, near the present village of 
Mount Crawford. On the 17th of May, 1780, James Gamble, and 
Agues, his wife, conveyed to their son, Robert, n tract of four hundred 
and twenty-seven acres, adjoining the homestead of three hundred 
and six acres. Colonel Gamble made his home in the country on the 
form thus acquired by him, and there his children were bom, in a 
house Mill standing. Not long after the war, however, he embarked 
in mercantile business in Staunton, in partnership with his brother-in- 
law. Robert Grattan. The store of Gamble & Grattan was at the 
northeast corner of Main and Augusta streets, in a low frame house 
then standing, and subsequently occupied during many years by the 
post-office. Colonel Gamble's town residence was the frame house on 
the west side of Augusta street, about midway between Main and 
Frederick streets. On the 17th of April, 1787, he was a member of a 
court-martial held in Staunton, as lieutenant-colonel of Augusta 
militia. In 1792, or early in 1793, he removed to Richmond, where 
he became a prosperous business man and influential citizen. His 
residence in Richmond was on the eminence called for him, Gamble's 
Hill, and his business was conducted iti a large building at the comer 
of Main and Fourteenth streets. His sons. Colonels John G. and 
Robert Gamble, were his partners. Both the sons were officers in the 
war of 1812. and both removed to Florida in 1827, where they were 
prosperous and influential. One of Colonel Gamble's daughters was 
the wife of t he celebrated William Wirt, and the other, of Judge 
William H. Cabell, who was Governor of Virginia in iSo6-'8, after¬ 
wards a judge of the general court, and, finally, president of the Court 
of Appeals till his death, in 1849 After leaving Staunton, Colonel 
Gamble sold his Augusta farm. October 15. 1793, to his brother, John, 
who transmitted it to his son, William. 

Colonel Gamble was in the habit of riding on horseback every 
morning from his residence to his counting room. On the 12th of 
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April, 1810, as he was thus on his way. reading a newspaper, some 
buffalo Akins were thrown from the upper window of a warehouse he 
was passing, his horse took fright, started, and threw him, which pro¬ 
duced concussion of the brain, and terminated his life in a few hours, t 
Mr, Witt said of him, in a letter to a friend : " He was a faithful 
soldier of the Revolution, a sincere and zealous Christian, one of the 
best of fathers, and hoaestest of men/' His house in Richmond was 
the sent of un elegant hospitality, and within its walls were frequent 
gatherings of the veterans of the Revolution ami others, including 
Generals Washington and Knox, aud Chief-Justice Marshall. But he 
did not forget the friends of his early days and native county, and by 
them and their posterity his name and memory have always been 
revered and cherished. 

John Gamble, Colonel Robert Gamble's brother, was also a 
soldier during the Revolution, but where or in what capacity he 
served is not known. He was called Captain Gamble, and in §794 
was captain of on Augusta militia company. His wife was Rebecca 
McPheetera, a sister of the Rev. Dr. McPheetcrs; and his children 
were James (a minister), William. Philander. Robert, Thcophilu*. 
Mrs. Ramsey and Mrs. Irvin. He died in 1831 * on the farm where he 
was bora. By his will, he left five hundred acres of land to his 
daughter, Rebecca, and grand-daughter, Mary J. Ramsey. This land 
is described as 11 lying in the district set apart for the officers and sol¬ 
diers of the Continental line, on the waters of Little Muddy creek, in 
Logan county, Keulucky,—granted to said Gamble the 15th of 
September, 1793/* 


Thk Matrkws Family. 

John Mathews, one of the first settlers in Borden's tract, about 
1737, died between April 20, 1757, the date of hi* will , aud November 
16. 1757, the date of probate. His wife was Ann Archer, daughter of 
Sampson Archer, a fellow emigrant. His sister, Betsy, was the witc 
of Robert Ronick. His children were John, Joshua, Richard. Samp- , 
son, George. Archer, William. Jane. Anna. Rachel and Khzabeth. 

•• Border Warfare M says that five of the seven suns were at Braddock’s 
defeat, which statement may be set down os not entirely correct, to 
jar the Jet**/ of it 

{pus Mathkws., (*.. lived* it m presume*/, an fame* XVcw; rtt 
wnal ui 

1761, we learn that his wife was named Ann. and that be had three 
!Hin» mut thicc dnugliters, all under age at the elate of the will. Soon 
after that date, the whole family was murdered and burnt with their 
bottom The only information we have of the tragedy is from the pro¬ 
ceedings in the suit ot Murray and wife against Mathews, brought in 
the County Court of Augusta, in 1768, for u division of the de- 
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cedent's real estate. Whether the murders were perpetrated by 
Indians or whites, is not stated, or surmised. 

Sampson Mathews, son of John, was a very prominent citizen of 
the county for many years, and is often mentioned in these Annals.— 
He was the father of Mrs. Samuel Clarke and Mrs. Alexander Nelson. 
He had two sons, John and Sampson, the latter of whom was the 
father of Andrew Mathews of Pulaski county, and of Jacob and 
Sampson Mathews of Pocahontas county. The Staunton residence of 
Col, Sampson Mathews was the log house on the lot bounded on the 
south by Beverley street and on the east by Water street, ’which is 
still standing, (1892.) He died in Staunton, in 1807. His wife was a 
Miss Lockhart. 

George Mathkws, sou of John, was born in 1739, and, there¬ 
fore, was a mere youth when he was engaged in the Indian fray of 
1761. In 1762, he and his brother Sampson were merchants in 
Staunton. His first wife, the mother of his children, was Anne Paul, 
sister of Audley Paul, and step-daughter of Col. David Stuart. He 
was captain of one of the Augusta companies at Point Pleasant in 
1774, and in 1775 was appointed lieutenant-colonel of the Ninth 
Virginia regiment. This regiment, though raised for the protection 
of Accomnc and Northampton counties, was soon ordered to join the 
main army under Washington. Mathews therefore participated, in 
command of the regiment, in the battles of Brandywine and German- 

I town, and his conduct gained him great credit. At Germantown lie 
and his whole regiment were captured by the enemy. He was con¬ 
fined in a prison ship in New York haTbor, and not exchanged till late 
in the war. Then he was ordered to the south and joined the army 
under General Greene, as commander of the Third Virginia regiment. 
While serving in the south he purchased a tract of land in Georgia to 
which he removed in 1784 

Colonel Mathews was elected Governor of Georgia in 1786, and 
again in 1794, and between those dates was the first representative of 
Georgia in the United States Congress after the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution. During his second term as Governor, a 
scheme, known afterwards as the 4 ‘ Yazoo fraud," for disposing of the 
public lands of Georgia, was consummated. These lands embraced 
tlic prevent States of Alabama and Mississippi. The Governor, 
though he hod opposed all such schemes, was iuduced to sign the bill 
passed by the Legislature No sooner did the measure become a law 
than a popular clamor arose. All who had aided the scheme were 
accused of fraud and corruption. Stout as the Governor was, he was 
driven from Georgia by tlie storm and took refuge in Florida. It is 
j not believed, however, that he was justly chargeable with any wrong. 
He died in Augusta, Georgia, September 30, 1812. while on his way 
to Washington dty, and was buried in St. Paul's churchyard, of that 
city. Howe states that Mathews county, in Virginia, formed in 1790, 
was called for him, but others say it was called for Colonel Thomas 
Mathews, who was Speaker of the House of Delegates for many 
[ years. 
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He is described as a short, thick man. standing very erect, and 
carrying his head thrown hack. His features were bluff, his hair 
light red and his complexion florid. He admitted no superior but 
Washington. John Adams, when President, nominated Mathews for 
Governor of Mississippi territory, but afterwards recalled the nomi¬ 
nation, because the Senate seemed unwilling to confirm it. The recall 
greatly enraged the Governor. He hastened to Philadelphia on 
horsclwick, dismounted at the President’s door and stalked in, wear¬ 
ing his old army sword at his thigh and his three-cornered cocked hat 
on his head He proceeded to administer a rebuke to the President, | 
but being like Mr. Adams, a hot Federalist, means were found to *p- j 
pease bis wrath, and he returned home pacified. 

In i8ia, Cast Florida belonged to Spain.—The United States 
feared that the country might fall into the hands of Great Britain, 
and. pursuant to an act of Congress. President Madison appointed 
General Mathews and Colonel John McKee commissioner* to receive 
the territory, if surrendered voluntarily, or to take it by force if any . 
foreign power attempted to occupy it. The General thought the 
danger imminent, and co-operating with a filibuster expedition which 
be had encouraged, deposed the Spanish authorities and erected the 
United States flag. When the President beard of these things he re¬ 
called Mathews, and ordered his successor to restore the country to 
Spain, if there should be no probability of foreign occupation. The 
General was again thrown into a rage, and was on his way to rebuke 
the President, or to administer personal chastisement, it is said, when 
he died as stated. 

His children were four sons and three daughters. One 
of his sous was uti eminent Judge in Louisiana. One of the 
daughters w*» the first wife of Andrew Barry, of Staunton (whose 
second wife was a daughter of Rev. John McCuc). Another daughter 
was the wife of General Samuel Blackburn, and the third was Mrs. 
Telfair, whose son, Dr. Isaac Telfair, lived in Staunton many years 
ago. 

After the death of his first wife, Governor Mathews married Mrs. 
Margaret Reed, of Staunton. They were, however, divorced and she 
resumed her former name. He married afterwords a Mrs. Flowers of 
Mississippi. 


Capt. James Tatx, killed at Gnilford, was one of four brothers 
who came with their parents from Pennsylvania to Augusta early in 
the eighteenth century- He lived in the neighborhood of the present ‘ 
village of Greenville. His wife was Sally Hall, a grand•daughter of 
Archibald and Janet Stuart. His will, dated October 3, 1780, and ad¬ 
mitted to record August at, 1781, directed that his estate should be 
kept together, for the benefit of his wife and children, till the youngest 
child should come of age; and distribution was not made till June 19, 
I7v8. He had two sons, John and Isaac, and three daughters, Polly, 
Patsy and Sally. John and Isaac manumitted a negro man left them 
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by their lather. Mrs. Sally Tate, widow of Capt. Tate, contracted a 
second marriage with Hugh Fulton, and removed with him to the 
west. Her son, John Tate, died in Missouri, at an advanced age, 
about iS66 or 1868. A grand-son of this John is the Kev. John C. 
Tate of K 

John Tat*, brother of James, also lived near Greenville. He 
represented the county in the House of Delegates at one time, and is 
said to have voted against the famous resolutions of 1798-’9. His 
sons went to the west at an early day; his daughters married, re¬ 
spectively, the Rev. John D. Ewing, Jacob Van Lear, Samuel Finley 
and John Moffett* 

William Tatk, third brother of James, was at the battles of 
Point Pleasant, Brandywine, and pro!>abty others. He removed to 
Southwest Virginia, and became a general of militia, liis descendants 
are numerous. 

Robert Tatk, the youngest brother of James, had three sons 
and six daughters, and from them the Tates and others of Augusta are 
descended. 

The village of Greenville was doubtless so called by some of the 
Augusta *oldicrs who had served under General Nathaniel Greene in 
the South. 


Until Rockbridge county was established, North river was the 
boundary between Augusta and Botetourt. In April. 1772, a child 
was born seven miles cast of the site of Lexington, but on the north 
side of the stream mentioned, and therefore in Augusta, who became 
highly distinguished and widely known— Archibald Alexander. 
He was a son of William Alexander, who was a son of Archibald (or 
Ersbel, as he was called), a captain in the Sandy Creek expedition, 
and first high sheriff of Rockbridge. In his persoual recollections, 
Dr. Alexander mentions as an instance of the privations of the Revo¬ 
lutionary war, that his school teacher found it difficult to procure a 
knife to make and mend the quill pens of his pupils. The teacher to 
whom he was indebted for his first acquaintance with Latin, was ix 
young Irishman mimed John Reardon, an '* indentured servant/'or 
convict banished to America for crime, and purchased for u term of 
years, iu Philadelphia, by his pupil's father. Reardon enlisted as a 
soldier in Captain Wallace’s company, and was desperately wounded 
in a battle in North Carolina; but survived, and returned to school- 
teaching on Timber Ridge. Young Alexander was further educated 
at Liberty Hall, under the Rev. William Graham. When not yet 
twenty years of age, he was licensed as a preacher by I^exingtoti 
Presbytery, October 1, 1791, at Winchester. He states that among 
the hearers of his first sermon after he was licensed, was General 
Daniel Morgan. Returning to Lexington late in 1791, he stopped in 
Staunton. " The town,” he says, *'contained no place of worship 
but an Episcopal church, which was without a minister. It was pro¬ 
posed that I should preach in the little Episcopal church ; to which I 
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consented with some trepidation ; bat when I entered the house in the 
evening it was crowded, nnd all the gentry of the town were out, in¬ 
cluding Judge Archibald Stuart/’ [not then Judge.] “ who had 
known me from a child." In course of time Dr. Alexander became 
President of Hnmpdeti'Sidney College, From that position he was . 
transferred to Philadelphia as pastor of a church in that city; and 
after a few yeara was appointed a professor In the Theological Semi* 
nary at Princeton. New Jersey, where he spent the remainder of his 
life, lie died in 1851, He was a voluminous author. Ilia wife was 
u daughter of the Rev. Dr. James Waddell. 


Rev GlDXON Blackburn. D. D. # was (according to Sprague's 
Annals of the A merit** Pulpit) born in Augusta county, August 27, 
177a. His father removing to Hast Tennessee, the son was placed 
under the instruction of the Rev. Dr. Doak. He was licensed os a 
preacher by Abingdon Presbytery in 1792 or 1795 (it is uncertain 
which). With his Bible, hvmn book. knapsack and rifle, he plunged 
into the wildrmcas of Tennessee, and made his first preaching station 
at a fort built for the protection of the frontier. He soon attracted 
attention as an unusually eloquent preacher. He also engaged in 
teaching at various places. From 1827 to 1830 he was president of 
Centre College. Kentucky. In 1833 he removed to Illinois, and 
established a theological seminary at Carltnsville, which bore his 
nnnic. He died at Carlinsvtlk August 23, 1838. He was a nephew 
of General Samuel Blackburn. 


The Rev, Dr. George A. Baxter, D. D., was bom in 1771, in 
Rockinglinm, then Augusta. His parents w*cre natives of Ireland, 
and. on coming to the Valley, settled near Mossy Creek. He was 
educated at Liberty Hall, of which he became rector in 1798. After* 
wards, for many years, he wras president of Washington College and 
pastor of Lexington and New Monmouth congregations. During the 
]&«t ten years of his life he was a professor in "Union Theological 
Seminary, Prince Edward county. He was an able and eloquent 
preacher, but never appeared as an author. His wife was a daughter 
of Colonel William Firming, of Botetourt. Dr. Baxter’s death oc¬ 
curred April 24. 1841. His son, Sidney S. Baxter, was long Attorney- 
General of Virginia previous to 1850. 


Rev. Samuri. Doak, D. D., was bom in Augusta county, in 
August. 1749. lie graduated at Princeton in 1775, and was licensed 
as a preacher by Hanover Presbytery, October 31, 1777. His wife 
was Hester Montgomery, sister of the Rev, John Montgomery. After 
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preaching for some time in Washington county, Virginia, lie removed 
to East Tennessee, then a part of North Carolina, where, with other 
settlers, he had now and then to take arms against the Indians. He 
founded Washington College, Tennessee, and was distinguished as a 
preacher and teacher. His death occurred December 12, 1830. 


The Rev. John Poagk Campbell was bom in Augusta, 1767, 
and when about fourteen years of age removed with his father to 
Kentucky. He subsequently studied with the Rev. Archibald Scotty 
in his native county, and graduated at Hampden-Sidney College in 
1790. Having been licensed to preach in 1792, he was for a time as¬ 
sociated with the Rev. William Graham as pastor of Lexington and 
other congregations. In 179511c removed to Kentucky, and on the 
4th of November, 1814, died near Chillicothe, Ohio. Dr. Dwight, of 
Yale College, pronounced Mr Campbell "a remarkably accomplished 
scholar and divine.’* 


Among the officers furnished by Augusta county to the regular 
army was John Steele, of the Middlebrook neighborhood. He first 
appears in an ancient pay-roll as Ensign commanding a detachment of 
Virginia and North Carolina troops. On May 52, 1778. he was com¬ 
missioned 2nd Lieutenant in Capt. Curtis Kindall's company of the 
regiment then styled the First Virginia, commanded by Col. William 
Davies; and his name appears in muster-rolls for April. May, August 
and September, 1779. In April, 1782, lie was summoned to appear 
licfore a Court of Inquiry, at ” Cumberland Old Courthouse,” to 
answer the charges of going to a distant part of the country while on 
furlough, and failing to report for duty at Staunton when ordered. 
A copy of his defence was lately found among a batch of old papers, 
lie stated that he had been partially disabled by a wound, received in 
1774* and by illness while a prisoner at Charleston, S. C., and there¬ 
fore leave of absence was granted him. At the suggestion of Col, 
Davies, he undertook to do duty as a recruiting officer; and, thinking 
he might be more successful in a remote part of the country than 
elsewhere, he went to Kentucky. But the money furnished to him 
was so worthless that no one would take it, and he did not succeed in 
his mission. Col. Febiger issued an order, November 7, 1781, for him 
to report at Staunton, but it did not reach him till February 7, 1782, 
and then he was unavoidably hindered from obeying immediately. He 
was unanimously acquitted. 

During some years after the war he was Secretary of Mississippi 
Territory. His letters show that he was a man of considerable 
culture. 



CHAPTER XII. 


EMIGRATION PROM AUGUSTA AND SOME OP THK EMIGRANTS. 


Fom the time of the first settlement of Kentucky till near the 
close of the eighteenth century* the most frequented route of travel 
from the Eastern and Not them States to Kentucky was called the 
"Wilderness Road*" John FiIson, a native of Delaware, and one of 
the earliest settlers of Kentucky, returned to his former home, in 1786, 
and kept a journal of the stopping places, and the distances between 
them. Starting from the " Falls of the Ohio,*' (Louisville), he men- 
is thirty-six places between that point and Staunton. Among tite 




places named arc Bard&town, Hatred's Station, Logan’s Station* Cum¬ 
berland Mountain, Powell s Mountain. Black Horse, Washington 
Court house, Head of Ilolston, Fort Chiswell, New River, Alleghany 
Mountain, Botetourt Court-house, North Branch of James River, and 
Staunton. The distance from the Falls of the Ohio to Staunton by 
this route, as noted by Filson, was five hundred and nine miles. (Life 
of Filson, by Colonel R. T. Durritt). The trip on horseback must 
have required considerably more than a month. 

In the year 1783 or 1784, a large party of Augusta people,—Allens, 
Moffetts. Trimbles aud others,—removed to Kentucky, going by the 
route just mentioned. Among the emigrants was Mrs. Jane Allen 
Trimble, wife of Captain James Trimble, a woman of rare excellence, 
in whose memoir we find a graphic account of the trip. 

Soon after the Revolutionary war, Captain Trimble and others, 
who bad been soldiers, went to Kentucky to locate the land-warrants 
issued to them for military services. They were delighted with the 
country* and on their return to Augusta a spirit of emigration was 
awakened throughout the county. The memoir states that it was in 
1784. but other accounts say 1783. In September of one of those 
years, a company was formed, consisting of eight or ten famili^, who 
made known that they would meet in Staunton ou the 1st of October, 
in order to emigrate to Keutucky, and they invited others to join 
them, cither iti Staunton or on the route to Abingdon. On the Sab¬ 
bath previous to their departure they attended their several churches, 
and beard their last sermons in Virginia, as they supposed. Mrs. 
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Trimble, says the memoir, often referred to that day's religious expe¬ 
rience as being unusually interesting and impressive. The services 
she attended were conducted by the Rev. James Waddell, and “the 
minister spoke of the separation of parents and children, brothers and 
sisters, friends and neighbors, who had been united In sweetest bonds 
of fellowship, in such a pathetic strain as to make all eyes fill with 
tears. M j~ ~ 

“ The families met according to agreement, in Staunton. October 
ist. All rode Upon horses, and upon other horses were placed the 
farming and cooking utensils, beds and bedding, wearing apparel, pro¬ 
visions, and last, but not least, the libraries, consisting of two Bibles,* 
half a dozen Testaments, the Catechism, the Confession of Faith of the 
Presbyterian Church, and the Psalms of David. Each man and boy 
carried his rifle and ammunition, and each woman her pistol, for their 
long journey was mostly through a wilderness, and that infested by 
savages. 

" James Trimble's family consisted of a wife and three children, 
and four colored servants. The eldest child was a daughter by a 
former marriage. The other two were sons, one three years old and 
the other eleven months. These the mother carried, one in her lap 
and the other behind her. Thus equipped, the emigrants took up 
their line of march, after bidding farewell to their weeping friends. 
Mrs. Trimble had an unde aud brother, with their families, to accom¬ 
pany her. 

41 By the time the party reached Abingdon, they had increased to 
three hundred persons, and when they arrived at Bean’s Station, a 
frontier post, they were joined by two hundred more from Carolina. 
Three-fourths uf these were women and children/’ General James 


• Dibits were costly in those days. During colonial times, the printing of 
the English version in America was prohibited, and a heavy duty was laid on 
copies imported. 'Hie only copies of die Scriptures printed here before the Rev¬ 
olution were Eliot’s Indian and Luther's German Bibles. 

A recent writer remarks that Congress today would he rather surprised at a 
proposition that it should print an edition of the Bible. Vet such a proposition 
was made in a memorial of Dr. Allison, on which a special committee made a re¬ 
port in September, 1777. The report of the committee was Adverse, chiefly, it 
would appear, on the ground of cape use. The decision was reached *‘after con¬ 
ference with the printers,” mid the recommendation was made that instead of 
advancing money for importing type and printing this Blbte, the Committee on 
Commerce should order 30,000 Bibjes from Holland, Scotland, or elsewhere. In 
17S3, Congress was asked to approve an American edition of the Bible, and Wil¬ 
liam White and George DulBeld, the Chaplains of Congress, made a report re¬ 
commending the work. 
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Knox fell in with them at some point, which is not stated, and at 
Bean's Station the entire command of their movements was conceded 
to him. 

General Knox organized the unincumbered horsemen, of whom 
there were not more than twenty, in two companies, one to go in 
front and the other in the rear, with the women and children and pack- 
horses in the middle. The re was no road, and the trail being wide 
enough for only one horsc l the emigrants went iu .single file, forming 
a line of marly n mile long. At the eastern base of Clinch Mountain 
there was the first indication of Indians prowling near them. Clinch 
river was swollen by recent rains, and in crossing it Mrs. Trimble and 
her children came near losing their lives. A Mrs. Ervin carried two 
negro children in a wallet thrown across her horse, and these were 
washed off by the current, but rescued by a Mr. Wilson. 

A party of eight horsemen overtook the «* 1 grantH at Clinch 
river, and preceded them on the route. Measles broke out, and there 
was scarcely a family in the train that had not a patient to nurse; but, 
notwithstanding their exposure to rain during several days, no death 




occurred. 

Between Clinch river and Cumberland Gap, the emigrants came q* 
upon the remains of the eight horsemen who had passed on before Q 
them They had been tomahawked, scalped and stripped by Indians, 
and some of the bodies had been partly devoured by wolves. General 
Knox nnd his party paused long enough to burv the remains of the 
unfortunate men. During the night which followed, there were uu- 
mtstnkablc signs of Indians near the camp. The savages hooted and 
bowled like wolves and owls till after midnight, and mode an unstic- 
cevful attempt to stampede the horses. The next morning the 
Indians were seen on the hills, and their signal guns were distinctly 
beard. A night or two afterwards, when the camp fires were 
extinguished, and nothing was heard but the aonnd of the falling rain | 
and the occasional tramp of a horse, a sentinel discovered an Indian ] 
within twenty feet of him, and fired his gun. This alarmed the camp, / 
and in a few minutes the whole party was under arms. No attack 
was made, however. In the morning Indian trades were distinct and 
numerous, and some of them were sprinkled with blood, showing that 
the sentinel had fired with effect. 


An attack by the Indians was confidently expected at the narrow 
pass of Cumberland Gap, and every precaution was taken. Discon¬ 
certed in their plana, the Indians made no assault. At every river to 
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be crossed the utmost caution was observed to guard against surprise, 
and the Indians finally abandoned the pursuit. 

The emigrants arrived at Crab Orchard, Kentucky, the first of 
November. This was the frontier post on the northeast border, from 
which emigrants branched off to their respective destinations. Here 
General Knox took leave of the party in an eloquent address, which 
was responded to appropriately by Captain Trimble. 

Mrs. Trimble removed to Ohio with her children nflcr her hus¬ 
band’s death, and afterwards made several trips on horseback to Vir¬ 
ginia. One trip, made in i8n, was accomplished in two weeks. The 
child who rode behind her on her journey to Kentucky, was Allen, 
who for four years was Governor of Ohio. She survived till 1849. 

Now let us follow the fortuues of some of the other emigrants from 
Augusta. 

General Benjamin Logan’s parents were natives of Ireland, hut 
married in Pennsylvania. Soon after their marriage they removed to 
Augusta county, and here, in 1743, their son, Benjamin, was bom. 
The Rev. John Craig's record shows that Benjamin, son of David 
Logan, was baptized May 3, 1743. When young Logan was fourteen 
yeans of age his father died, and according to the law of primogeniture 
then in force, he inherited all the real estate which had been acquired. 
Upon coming of age, however, he refused to appropriate the land to 
himself, and after providing a home for his mother and her younger 
f children, went to the Holaton. His wife was Anne Montgomery. He 
was a sergeant in Colonel Henry Bouquet's expedition in 1764. and 
was with Dunmore in his expedition of 1774. He was one of the 
people of the Holston settlement who signed the " call " to the Rev. 
Charles Cummings to become their pastor, in 1773. In 1775 he went 
to Kentucky, with only two or three slaves, and established Logan’s 
Fort, near the site of the present town of Stanford, Lincoln county. 
His family removed to Kentucky in 1776. In May, 1777, the fort 
was invested, for several weeks, by a hundred Indians. As the am¬ 
munition of the small garrison was becoming exhausted, Logan, with 
J two companions, repaired for a supply to the Holst on settlement and 
returned in ten days. In 1779 he was second in command of an expe¬ 
dition against the Indian town of Chillioothc, which terminated rather 
disastrously. He was in full march to reinforce the whites at the 
Blue Licks, in 1782, when that fatal battle occurred, but could only 
receive and protect the fugitives from the field. He was a member of 
the Kentucky Conventions of 1792 and 1799, and repeatedly a member 
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of the State Legislature. Logan county, Kentucky, was called for 
him. (Collini History of Kentucky, Volume II, page 

William Logan, oldest son of General Logan, born where Har- 
rodsbtirg now st^nd*, December 8, 1776, is said to have been the first 
white child born in Kentucky. He became a Judge of the Kentucky 
Court of Appeals and a Senator in the Congress of the United Slates. 
His death occurred August 8. 182a. (Collins, Volume II, page 713.) 

In the year 1768 William Montgomery resided in Augusta county, 
but in what neighborhood we do not know. On the 14th of May of 
that year he received from Michael Malls 11 deed for 470 acres of land 
lying on "the mountain between the South Fork and the South 
Branch of Potowmack." He may have been, and probably was. au 
uncle of the Rev. John Montgomery and of the Rev. Dr. Doak's wife. 

On the 15th of August. 1769. William Montgomery and Jean, his 
wife, conveyed the tract of 470 acres to Adam Harpolc in consider¬ 
ation of /8i ($*73*33#). and soon thereafter removed with the 
Campbells, Logans, and others to the Holston. now Washington 
county. In the new settlement young Benjamin Logan wooed and 
married Montgomery’s daughter Anne. As stated, Logan moved to 
Kentucky and soon became famous there. Hi* father-in-law with his 
family, including the family of Montgomery’* son-in-law, Joseph 
Russell, followed Logan to Kentucky in 1779 and made a settlement 
twelve mile* from "Logan’s Port-*' Early one morning in March. 
1780, Montgomery, on going to the door of his cabin, wan shot and 
killed by Indians, an was a negro boy bv his side, Mrs. Montgomery 
and her youngest child were at Logan's, and her sons Thomas and 
Robert, weft absent *' spying." Her daughter Jane managed to close 
the door and keep out the savages, while William, a brother of Jane, 
who lived in an adjoining cabin, firing hi* gun through an opening, 
killed one Indian and wounded another. John, another brother, was 
shot dead in his bed. While this was going on, Betsy Montgomery, 
some twelve years of age, climbed oat of a chimney and fled to Pettit’s 
Station, two and a half miles oft, with the news of the assault. 
Though pursued by an Indian, she arrived in safety. All the sur¬ 
vivors of the family then at home, except young William and Jane I 
Montg o mer y , were marched off by the Indians as prisoners. The 
savage who had pursued Betsy returned after bis comrades had left 
and was shot by William from his cabin. 

yFrom Pettit’s the news was speeded to Logan's Fort. There the 
horn was sounded, and a hand of twelve or fifteen men was soon on 
the trail of the Indians. A negro girl fouud by the pursuers, toma- 
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hawked, scalped and left for dead, sprang to her feet and survived her 
wounds. The Indians tied when overtaken, but not without heavy 
loss. A touching incident occurred at the moment of the assault. 
One of the Russell girls hearing Logan’s voice exclaimed : M There’s 
Uncle Ben ! ” and instantly an Indian despatched her with his toma¬ 
hawk. (Collins' History 0/ Kentucky .) 

The Jane Montgomery mentioned became the wife of General 
Casey, of Kentucky, and was the grandmother of the famous humorist 
11 Mark Twain. ’ 1 (, reen ). 

Jane Logan, the oldest daughter of General Benjamin Logan, w*as 
the wife of Colonel John Allen. 

John Allen was born iu what is now Rockbridge county. Decern- 
30, 1772. His father, James Alien, emigrated to Kentucky in 1780, 
and settled near the present town of Danville, but afterwards removed 
to the vicinity of BardstOwn, In this town young Allen went to 
school and acquired some classical learning. Coming to Virginia, he 
assisted iu surveying a tract of land in Rockbridge, and was examined 
as a witness in court in a suit about the land. Judge Archibald Stuart, 
of Staunton, then a practicing lawyer, was employed in the case, and 
being pleased with the young man's intelligence, sought his acquaint¬ 
ance. The result was that Allen came to Staunton in 1791* and spent 
four years in Judge Stuart’s office. He returned to Kentucky in 1795, 
and immediately entered upon a brilliant career. As a lawyer, he 
ranked with the first men of his profession. At the beginning of the 
war of 1811, he raised a regiment of riflemen, am! was killed at the 
battle of the River Raisen, January 22, 1813. Allen county, Ken- 
lucky, was called lor him. (See Collins’ History of Kentucky). 

A family named Knox, of Irish birth, settled in Augusta county 
at an early day. The firwt guardian’s bond recorded in the county was 
that of James Knox, guardian of Jenny Usher, executed February 1i, 
1746, ( M New Style ") The sureties were John Brown and Audrcw 
Pickens. On the 13U1 of August, 1769, Knox conveyed to Patrick 
Miller 160 acres of land lying on Covvpasture river, and this and other 
circumstances indicate that the family lived in the part of Augusta 
which is now embraced in Bath county. The death of James Knox 
occurred in 1772. In his will he mentions his wife Jean, and among 
his other children his sou James. The younger James Knox seems 
to have been one of the first persons who removed from the more 
thickly settled part of the county to the Holston. There is n tradition 
that he was disappointed in a love affair, having been rejected as a 
suitor by Auue Montgomery, who married Benjamin Logau. As early 
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as 1769, he went from the Holston on a banting expedition to Ken¬ 
tucky. In command of a military force he went down the Holston 
and built a fort for the protection of the frontier, which was called 
"Fort Knox/* and the settlement thereabout grew into the city of 
Knoxville. He waa a soldier in the Revolution, and a member of the 
Kentucky Legislature from 1795 to 1800. In Kentucky he was known 
as General Knox. He captured his old sweetheart at last, marr ying 
her after th e death of General Logan. He survived Fill 1822, and she 
till 1825. It was he who led the party of Augusta emigrants, as just 
related. 

Wallace Estill, of Irish descent, was born in New Jersey in 1707. 
His first wife was Marcy Rowdy. After the birth of five children he 
removed with his family to Augusta county, between 1744 and 1747, 
and a sixth child was born here. 

Benjamin Estill, the second son of Wallace and Marcy, was boro 
September 20. 1735, married, in Augusta, Kitty Moffett* was a justice 
of the peace in 1764, and afterwards removed to the Holston. His 
sons were Captain John M. Estill, of Long Glade, Augusta county, 
and Judge Benjamin Estill, of Southwest Virginia. 

Wallace Estill married a second time Mary Ann Campbell, of 
Augusta. By this marriage he had nine children, amoug them, James, 
bom November 9, 1750, and Samuel, born Sept e mber to, 1755. 

James Estill married in Augusta, Rachel Wright, and removed to 
Greenbrier. Before the year 1780, he removed from Greenbrier to 
Kentucky, and settled at Estill's Station, In the present county of 
Madison. In 1781 one of his arms was broken by the rifleshot of nn 
Titdian, and before he had fully recovered from the injury he was 
engaged in a memorable conflict with the savages and lost hit life. At 
the head of about twenty-five men, in March, 1782, he pursued the 
same number of Wyandotts across the Kentucky river into what is now 
Montgomery county. The battle was fought on the site of the town 
of Mount Sterling, and is known as the " Battle of Little Mountain,*' 
or M EsliU's Defeat." During the battle, which was unusually pro¬ 
tracted. a panic seized a part of the whites and they deserted their 
comrades. The loss of the Indians was greater than that of the 
whites, but they held the field and the victory was conceded to them. 
The hattlc-ficld has been surveyed and platted at least three times in( 
as many law-suits alsiut land locations, and almost every incident of 
the fight noted on the surveys. On one of the maps a spot is indicated 
as the place where Captain Estill fell. The depositions In the suits, 1 
taken while the survivors of the battle lived, give a minute history of 
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the affair and the transactions of several following days. A county in 
Kentucky was called for Captain Estill. (Collins' History of Ken¬ 
tucky. Volume II. pages 168, 636). 

Samuel Estill, younger brother of James, married Jnne Tess. and 
also went to Kentucky. He was celebrated in his youth a* tin Indian 
fighter, and for his great size in his latter years At the time of his 
death he weighed 412 pounds. 

Colonel William Whitley was bom in that part of Augusta which 
now constitutes Rockbridge county. August 14. 1749. He married 
Esther Fuller, aud in 1775 removed to Kentucky, taking with him 
little more than his gun, axe and kettle. His brother-in-law, George 
Clark, accompanied him, and in the wilderness they met seven other 
men who joined them. He became a famous Indian fighter and 
during his life was engaged in seventeen battles with the savages. 
His last expedition of this kind was against the Indians south of the 
Tennessee river. It is known as the “ Nickajack Expedition/ 1 
from the uame of the principal town against which it was directed. 
The number of whites engaged (chiefly Tennesseeans) was from five 
hundred to seven hundred, and the Indians were routed \vifh great 
slaughter. In 1813 Colonel Whitley, then in the sixty-fifth year of 
his age, volunteered under Governor Shelby, and fell at the battle of 
the Thames, October 5th. He was selected by Colonel Richard M. 
Johnson to command a “forlorn hope’* of twenty men, nearly all of 
whom were killed. It is believed by many persons that Whitley, and 
not Colonel Johnson, killed Tecumseh. the celebrated Indian chief, in 
that battle. Whitley county, Kentucky, was called for him. (Collins' 
History of Kentucky). 

James Robertson and his son, also named James, came to America 
from Coleraine, North Ireland, in 1737, and settled iu Augusta coun¬ 
ty. James, the younger, died in 1754, a °d his will is recorded in Will 
Book No. 2. page 72. It is dated September ti, 1751, and was 
proved in court November 20, 1754. The testator left his real estate 
to his sons George and Alexander. His personal estate footed up 
3. 39., about $210. The real estate consisted of 274 acres, conveyed 
by John Lewis to James Robertson, February 18, 1743, lying on 
Lewis' creek, “ in the Manor of Beverley." adjoiuing the lands of the 
Rev. John Craig and others, being a part of 2,071 acres conveyed to 
Colonel Lewis by William Beverley by deed dated February 22, 1738. 
It lay between Staunton and Mr. Craig's residence, which was about 
five miles from town. 
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Of George Robertson, the older son of James, we have little infor¬ 
mation ; Alexander Robertson, the second son. was born November 
77, 1748. about a mile from Staunton, it is said, but the distance was 
probably three or four miles. He married Margaret Robinson, Au¬ 
gust 18, 1773, in Bedford county. She was bom April 13, 1755 * 00 
the Roanoke river, then in Augusta, now tn Montgomery county, and 
is described as a woman of extraordinary intellect and exemplary 
Christian character. She died at the residence of her son-in-law, ex- 
Governor Robert P. Letcher, in Frankfort, Kentucky, June 13, 1846, 
in her 93d year. 

In August, 1777. George Robertson resided in Botetourt, and 
Alexander in Montgomery. On the 10th of that month, George and 
his wife, Jane, conveyed their one-half of the Augusta farm to 
Alexander, in consideration of j£too; and on the 12th, Alexander and 
wife conveyed the whole tract to Joseph Bell. 

In 1779, Alexander Robertson removed with his family to Ken¬ 
tucky, and settled in Mercer county, where be built “the first fine 
house in Kentucky." He b said to have been a man of strong mind, 
st erling moral qualities, and very popular. He was a member of the 
State Convention of 1788, at Richmond, (Kentucky tving then a part 
- of Virginia), and a member from Kentucky of the Virginia Legislature 
the ensuing winter. He died in 180a. 

George Robertson, son of Alexander, was born In Mercer county, 
November 18, 1790, He was educated at various Kentucky schools, 
and finally studied law. When just nineteen years of age, he married 
Eleanor Bainbridge, who was under sixteen, and set up house keeping 
in a *'buckeye house" of two rooms. Four persons began married 
life in this house and while occupying it were success ivtly elected to 
Congress,—John Hoyle, Samuel McKee , George Robertson and Robert 
P. Letcher. Robertson resigned in his third term, 1821- 23. He was 
Chief Justice of Kentucky from December 24, 1829, till April 7, 1843; 
and again a Judge of the Court of Appeals from 1864 to 1871, when 
he resigned. His standing is indicated by the offices tendered to him. 
In 1824, he was offered, hut declined, the mission to Columbia. South 
America, and in 1828. the mission to Peru. He four times declined 
seats in the Federal Cabinet, and twice a scat on the bench of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. Robertson county, Kentucky, 
was called for him, (Collins’ History of Kentucky, volume 2, page 

I May 16. 1874. 

In Collins’ History of Kentucky we find some account of a Wil¬ 
liam Pooge. who is believed to have been the son of Rol^rt, one of 
the first Justices of Augusta county. 
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In company with Daniel Boone, Richard Galloway and John Bar¬ 
ney Staguer, William Poagc and his family settled at Bcxmesborough, 
Kentucky, about September, 1775. In February, 1776, he removed 
his family to the fort at Harrodsburg, and in the spring of that year 
cleared ground and planted corn two miles from the fort. He had 
great mechanical skill, and during more than two years made all the 
wooden vessels used by the people in the fort. He also made the 
wood-work of the first plow used in Kentucky, and the first loom on 
which weaving was done in that State. 

On September 1, 1778, a company of sixteen men, including 
Poage, going to Logan's station, was fired upon by a party of Indians 
in ambush near where Danville now stands. Poagc was wounded by 
three balls, but his companions escaped unhurt. The next day two 
parties were sent in search of the wounded man. who had clung to his 
horse till he came to a cancbrake, where he hid until he heard his friends 
passing near. They carried him to an abandoned cabin near the site 
of Danville, and stopped there for the night. The Indians tracked 
them to the place, surrounded the cabin and waited till morning to make 
an attack. But the whites discovered them in time, sallied out, and killed 
four of the savages, one of whom had Poage’fi gun. Poagc was sup¬ 
ported on a horse and thus reached home, but died the next clay. The 
recaptured gun was given to Poage's son, then twelve years of age, 
afterwards General Robert Poage. of Mason county, Kentucky. 

The maiden name of William Poage'a wife was Ann Kennedy. 
She is presumed to have been a native of Augusta county. In 1750, 
Joseph Kennedj* bought a lot in Staunton, and the deed-books show 
that he owned various tracts of land in the county. One of the spurs 
of the Blue Ridge is still called Kennedy's mountain. In 1784, a citi¬ 
zen of the county, named Matthew Kennedy, died intestate, and he 
may have been Mrs. Poage’fi father or brother. A prominent item of 
the inventory of his estate is " .30 pair of spectacles, ’' which is sugges¬ 
tive of Moses Primrose and his famous speculation ; but the deceased 
was probably a merchant or peddler, as the list embraces also pins, 
needles, scissors, brass thimbles, razors, inkhorns, snuff boxes, etc. His 
library consisted of a Bible, Confession of Faith, Boston's Four-fold 
State and Hervey'a Meditations. The administrator's sale occurred 
on October 7, 1784* and one of the principal purchasers was a Martha 
Kennedy, but who she was does not appear. 

Mrs. Poage was married four times. Her first husband was a 
Wilson, and Poagc was the second. After the death of the latter, she 
married Joseph Lindsey, who was killed at the battle of Blue Licks, 
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in 1781, and finally she married James McGinty. She was a woman 
of rare energy and ingenuity. Collins says she brought the first spin¬ 
ning-wheel to Kentucky, and made the first linen manufactured in / 
that country, from the lint of nettles, and the first linscy from nettle* J 
lint and buffalo wool. 

In 1779, three men with their families removed from Augusta 
county, (the part now known os the Pastures), to Kentucky. They 
were Samuel Stevenson, John Gay and a Mr. Dunlap. The wives of 
Stevenson and Dunlap were sisters of Gay. Other persona of the 
Scotch-Irish stock, their neighbors and friends, went with them. Stev¬ 
enson had a grant from the State of Virginia of several thousand acres 
of land in what is now Woodford county. On arriving in the promised 
land, the country was so wild and the savages so hostile that the new¬ 
comers sought safety at a rude fort on the site of Lexington, and re¬ 
mained there for several years. Finally they made clearings about 
nine miles from the fort, an<^ built their log ^abins, Stevenson set 
apart two acres for a meeting-house and grave-yard ; and as soon as 
they had provided necessary shelter, the people erected a house ' set 
apart for the worship of God." The Trimbles. Allens and others 
from Augusta, joined them. The meeting-house wn* called Pisgah. 
and is said to have been the first church established iti Kentucky The 
Kentucky Academy was soon founded at Pisgah. General Washington 
and John Adams contributing to it each a $ioo ; but in 1798, the Acad¬ 
emy and Transylvania Seminary united to form Transylvania Univer¬ 
sity, at Lexington. Nearly all the present members of the old church 
nrc descendants of the original families, and own the lands which their 
ancestors won. Fur more than a hundred years the doors of Pisgah 
church have not been closed on Sunday. Samuel Stevenson died in 
1825. aged 8a.* 

Among the natives of Augusta county who achieved distinction 
abroad, General John Sevier, of Tennessee, is entitled to a prominent 
place. 

The grandfather of John Sevier, or Xavier as originally written, 
was a native of France and a Hugueoot. On the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes, he fled to London, and became a prosperous mer¬ 
chant there. His son Valentine came to America, and settled in our 
Valley, in the year 1740, it is said. Various deeds of record show 
that he “took up," or otherwise acquired, several tracts of land in 
Augusta. In 1753 he and his wife. Joannah, conveyed to Andrew* 

• Proni s sketch of Pitgsh church published in the Louisville Courier Jour- 
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One of the first acts of the Territorial Convention or Legislature 
in regard to the currency. As there was little money in the corn 

• It was his brother Valentine who was at Point Pleasant. 
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the act prescribed that a pound of sugar should pass for a shilling, the 
akin of a raccoon or a fox for a shilling and threepence, a beaver, deer 
or otter skin for six shillings, etc. The salaries of all public officers 
were to be paid in this kind of currency. But even a portion of this 
currency was counterfeited, bundles of supposed otter skins turning 
out to be skins of raccoons with otter tails attached to them. 

Sevier was made Governor of Franklin. All connection with 
North Carolina was renounced. The people proposed to join the 
Union as a State, if admitted by Congress ; otherwise they would set 
up as one of the independent nations of the world. 

The Rev. Samuel Houston, a native of Rockbridge, who returned 
to his native county and spent a long life there, was then residing in 
East Tennessee, and actively participated in the political movements 
mentioned. Wry likely at his instigation, the Rev. William Graham, 
of Liberty Hall. I^cxingtou, an able but visionary man, undertook to 
write a constitution for the State of Franklin, contemplating a sort of 
theocratic government. Neither he nor Mr. Houston gained popu¬ 
larity thereby, and both were burnt in effigy by a mob in Frank¬ 
lin. * 

North Carolina, however, asserted her lawful jurisdiction over the 
territory, and for a time something like civil war existed. In the 
meanwhile the Indians became hostile, but Sevier, with his usual! 
promptness and skill, at the bend of one hundred and sixty men, at-' 
tacked three Indian towns and arrested the trouble But North Carol 
lin« was too strong for Franklin, and triumphed in the contest. 
Sevier was declared a traitor, and a warrant for his arrest was issued. 
He continued to show himself in the settlements, and even appeared 
at a militia muster at Jonesboro. That night, however, he was 
seized and hurried to jail at Morganton, tn North Carolina. When 
brought out for trial, he was rescued by friends in a crowded court¬ 
room. and departed for his home. Among the spectators of the 
scene was Andrew Jackson, then a youth of twenty-one. 

The next year Sevier was elected to the North Carolina Senate, 
took his seat, was formally pardoned, and, in 1790, was elected to Con¬ 
gress. When Tennessee became* State, in 1 796, he was elected the 
first Governor, and field the office for three consecutive terms. In 
1803. he was again elected Governor, and again served for three terms. 
From 1811 to 1815, he was a member of the United States House of 
Representatives. While acting as United States Commissioner to set¬ 
tle the boundary line between Georgia, and the territory oft he Creek 
Indians, he died iu Georgia, in 1S15. 
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A monument has been erected to Sevier in Nashville, and his re¬ 
mains were lately brought from Georgia and interred there. He has 
been described as ° a man of dauntless courage and iron will* quick to 
think, quick to act, and a natural-born ruler of men." His nephew, 
Ambrose H. Sevier, was United States Senator from Arkansas, from 
1836 to 1848. The Ucntenant Sevier who was married in Staunton, 
in 1807, was his son. 

A brief account of the sufferings of the Moore family has a place 
here, because of the connection of the sufferers and their descendants 
with Augusta county. 

Capt. James Moore's first home was near the Natural Bridge. His 
wife was Martha Poage, and his eldest sister, Mary, was the second 
wife of Maj. Alexander Stuart. His cousiu, Samuel Walker, made an 
excursion to the South-western part of Virginia, to gather ginseng 
anil on returning gave such an account of the country as induced Cap- 
taiu Moore to go aud see for himself. Accompanied by a hired man 
named John Simpson, he went to what is now Tazewell county, aud 
made rough improvements in Abb’s Valley. In the fall of 1775, he 
removed his family to the new home. 

The Moores appear to have lived in security till September, 1784, 
when a party of three Indians captured Capt. Moore's son James, then 
fourteen years of aire, aud carried him off. The leader of the Indians 
was a chief called Black Wolf, aud one of the others was bis son. 
Voung Moore was token to Ohio, afterwards to Michigan, and finally 
was sold to a white family near Detroit. 

In July, 1786, a party of Shawnee* led by Black Wolf came into 
Abb’s Valley, ou the 14th. They found Capt. Moore salting his 
stock near the dwelling, aud shot him down. Then rushing to the 
bouse they killed two of the Moore children, William aud Rebecca, 
and John Simpson, who was confined to the house by sickness. Two 
other white men w*ere in a harvest field, and fled. The other mem¬ 
bers of the family were made prisoners,—Mrs. Moore, her children— 
John, Jane, Mary and Peggy,—and Martha Evans, who had lately 
come from Augusta* At the time of her capture Mary Moore w f as 
nine years old. 

As usual, the Indians beat a rapid retreat* Finding the boy, 
John, feeble and an incumbrance, he was tomahawked and scalped ; 
and two days later the infant, Peggy, was brnined against a tree. 

Ou arriving at one of their towns on the Scioto, the Indians heard 
that some of their warriors had lately been killed by the w T hites in 
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Kentucky, and resolved that two of their prisoners should be burned 
at the stake in retaliation. The victims selected were Mrs. Moore 
and her daughter. Jane, who was about sixteen years of age. 

The mother and daughter were tied to stakes in the presence of 
Miss Evans and Mary, and tortured with spliuters and fire-brands till 
death released them from suffering. An old squaw, touched with 
some feeling of humanity, shortened Mrs. Moore's agony by despatch¬ 
ing her with a hatchet. 

Mary Moore remained a prisoner about three years. She carried 
with her from home two copies of the New Testament, one of which 
was taken from her by the young savages; the other she retained 
duriug her captivity, an old Indian often making her read to hint, 
that he might hear •* the book talk.” She fell into the hands of 
whi te people who were more cruel to her than the Indiana. Her 
brother James heard through Indians of the fate of his father's family, 
and that Mary was not far from him. He managed to communicate 
with her. and after a while to see her. He found her almost naked, 
having on only a few rags. 

Thomas Evans, a brother of Martha, went in search of the cap¬ 
tives. and found them. They were ransomed, and in October, 1787, 
were restored to relatives in the Valley. They first rested on their 
return at the house of William McPheeters, ten miles southwest of 
Staunton. 

James Moore. Jr., returned to Abb's Valley, and lived there till his 
death, in 1848, a highly respectable citizen. Mary Moore became the 
wife of the Rev, Samuel Brown, long pastor ot New Providence church, 
Rockbridge. Five of her sons were Presbyterian ministers one of 
them, the Rev. Samuel Brown, Jr., whose narrative of the Kerr's 
Creek massacres we have quoted, and another, the Rev. William 
Brown, for many years pastor of Augusta church. 









The Rkv. Jamk-s Waddku. was born in July. 1739, either in 
County Down, Ireland, or on the long passage across the Atlantic. 
His father was Thotnas Waddell, who. it is believed, was a son of 
William Waddell, one of the prisoners captured at Bothwell Bridge, in 
1679, as mentioned in a previous note. Thomas Waddell settled in 
Eastern Pennsylvania, near the Delaware State line. His youngest 
son, James, had bis left hand nearly severed from the wrist during his 
early boyluxxl, by an axe wielded by an older brother, who was cut¬ 
ting into a hollow tree in pursuit of a hare ; ami although the hand, 
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upon being bandaged, adhered to the arm, it was permanently dis¬ 
abled. He was educated at the school of the Rev. Dr. Finley, at Not¬ 
tingham, Pennsylvania, then one of the most celebrated schools in the 
colonies, arul finally became an assistant teacher. Dr. Benjamin Rush 
of Philadelphia, was one of his pupils. When nineteen or twenty 
years old, in 1758 or 1759, young Waddell was proceeding on horse¬ 
back to South Carolina, to engage in teaching, but 011 arriving in Han¬ 
over county he was prevailed upon by the Rev. Samuel Davies to re¬ 
main in Virginia, His first employment was as a teacher with the Re\% 
John Todd, of Louisa county, with whom he also studied theology. 
While he was teaching in Louisa it is said that several of the young 
Lewises, of Augusta, were amongst his pupils. He was licensed as a 
preacher by Hanover Presbytery in 1761, and after preaching at vari¬ 
ous places, including Hat Creek, in Campbell, he settled in Lancaster 
county, where there was a considerable congregation of Scotch*Irish 
Presbyterians His preaching soon attracted much attention. An 
aged man named Irvin, son of the first white settler in Campbell, many 
years ago wrote a history of Hat Creek church. After speaking of 
several other ministers who had preached at Hot Creek, the writer, 
alluding to Mr. Waddell, says ; 4 'And an eloquent one he was. It 

was said forty years back, [probably about 1800J, that of all the 
preachers who had preached at Hat Creek, none was so much of an 
orator as Mr. Waddell." Colonel James Gordon, of Lancaster, kept a 
diary which, in part, has been preserved, and in it alludes to the sen¬ 
sation in that county caused by the young preacher. In Lancaster 
Mr. Waddell married a daughter of Colonel Gordon. Soon after the 
breaking out of the Revolutionary war, his health being impaired by 
the climate of the lower country, he purchased and removed to the 
Springhill estate, in Augusta. While living hi Augusta he preached 
regularly nt Tinkling Spring and occasionally in Staunton. He took 
ail active part during and after the war in the movement in favor of 
religious liberty, and is said to have written one of the memorials of 
Hanover Presbytery to the Legislature on that subject. After the 
war he removed to an estate near the present town of Gordonsville, 
and there he spent the last twenty years of his life. During this period 
he was totally blind from cataract for several years, but partially re¬ 
covered his sight after undergoing a surgical operation. He continued 
to preach while blind, chiefly in a log meeting-house he had built on 
his own land. He also often preached by invitation in the former 
parish churches of the establishment. Bishop Meade quotes from the 
parish records his formal invitations to fill such pulpits. Carlisle Col¬ 
lege, Pennsylvania, conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
H is death occurred in September, 1805. lie was buried on his planta¬ 
tion, and. by his direction, his remains were borne to the grave by his 
colored male slaves. Before his death lie destroyed all his manuscripts, 
except a few fragments. Ilis powers of oratory were testified to, not 
only by Mr. Wirt, but by Governor Barbour. Judge Stuart, the Rev. 
Dr. Baxter, the Rev. I)r. Alexander, and many others. The ornate 
style of Mr. Wirt's account of the k ‘ Blind Preacher” has caused many 
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people to regard the piece as a fiction, and the person himself as 
almost a myth. Some of the details are certainly ficiitiou*. It is said 
that Dr, Waddell never appeared in public in the costume described 
by Wirt. He is described also as a very old man. whereas he was only 
sixty-four, although his blindness and palsy probably caused him to 
appear older. Wirt represents himself as a stranger who had never 
heard of the preacher till he encountered him in the rustic meeting 
house. They were well acquainted, however, years before the letters 
of the British Spy were published : and instead of no one in Richmond 
knowing of the preacher, he was well known by many people there. 
Other lilicrtics were taken by Mr. Wirt, but to his dying day he de¬ 
clared that he hiul given a truthful account of Dr. Waddell's eloquence. 

The children of Dr. Waddell who survived him were: Janice G., 
born in Lancaster; Mrs. Elizabeth Calhoun. Mrs. Janetta Alexander, 
and Ann H. # born in Augusta; and Addison. (M. D.), Sally and 
Lyttelton, born in Louisa, near Gordonsville. 

Thomas Adams, a native of the county of Essex, England, was 
in early life clerk of Henrico Comity Court, Virginia, and later a mer¬ 
chant in London. Returning to Virginia, he settled in New Keut 
county. In 1766. he ourthased from John Carlyle two hundred acres 
of land on the Great ^fcalfpastnrc river, in Augusta. In 1771. he 
purchased from Carlyle two hundred and fifty acres in the same valley; 
and in 177a, he inquired from William Wills one hundred and ten 
acres on a " branch of the Great River of the Cnlfposture." He also 
acquired lauds from the government by patent. All the deeds de¬ 
scribe him as •'Thomas Adams, of New Kent.” It is well known 
that most of the African slaves imported into Virginia in former times 
were brought over by New England "skippers ' B ; and from a bill of 
sale which has been preserved, it appears that on the :2th of May, 
1773. in consideration of /*42, ios., Thomas Adams purchased a negro 
girl from 0 Joseph Han wood, of Newbury, in the Province of New* 
Hampshire, Marriner.*’ (Virginia Historical Collections, Vol. VI, 

P*g* *3 ) 

In 1778**80, Mr. Adams was a member of the Continental Con¬ 
gress, from lower Virginia. During the year 1780 lie removed to 
Augusta, and spent the remainder of his life here. A deed dated 
November 17. 1780. by which he conveyed two hundred and thirty- 
five acres of land, acquired by patent in 1769, to Moore Fauntlcroy, 
describes him as a citizen of Augusta. In 1786, he represented the 
county in the State Senate. He is described as an ardent patriot, and 
from his writings etc., he was evidently a man of great intelligence 
and benevolence. 

He died at his home in the Pastures in the year 1788, leaving a 
widow, but no children. His will is dated October 14, 1785, and 
begins as follows; " Being about to take a perilous journey to the 
Ohio river/ 1 It was presented in the County Court of Augusta and 
proved Octolier 2 j, 1788. The testator provided amply for his wife, 
and constituted his brother, Richard, and his nephews, William 
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Adams Fry, William Smith and William Adams, his residuary lega¬ 
tees and devisees. He was particularly solicitous for the welfare of 
his slaves, and enjoined it ujx>n his legatees to treat them kindly, and 
" not to sell or barter them away us cattle." In regard to one of the 
negroes, he says: M As there is no man to whom I consider tnyself 
’under greater obligations than to my slave Joe, 1 hereby declare Joe a 
ffreeman, and give him full and complete emancipation." 

The Andersons. —John Anderson, the immigrant, acquired by 
grant, June 3, 1738, 747 acres of land in Augusta county, which is be¬ 
haved to be the farm on Middle river, where the Valley turnpike 
crosses that stream. 

His oldest son, Robert, married Ann Thompson of Augusta, and 
removed to South Carolina before the Revolutionary war. During the 
war he served as Colonel under General Andrew Pickens. Anderson 
County, S. C., was named for him. 

His next son, Andrew, served as Ensign, Lieutenant and Captain 
in the war of the Revolution, and in 1781 was stationed with his regi¬ 
ment at Fort Pitt. For mnnv consecutive years after the war he 
represented Augusta county in the House of Delegates, being then 
known as Colonel Anderson. He was married twice. The children 
of his first wife were: (1) Dr. George Anderson, of Montgomery 
county; (2) Mrs. Brown, of Kentucky; (3) the first wife of Major 
William Poage. His second wife was Martha, daughter of Patrick 
Crawford, and her children were: (1) John; (2) James, (both of 
whom died leaving no children); (3) Robert, who married Nancy 
Dean, of Greenbrier, and lived and died on the Middle river farm ; 
(•|) William, who died in New Orleans; (5) Nancy, wife of William 
Crawford ; and (6) Sally, wife of Jacob Ruff. 

James Anderson, third sou of John, removed to South Carolina 
before the Revolution, and during the war was a Captain in the 
American army. His wife was Agues, daughter of James and Mary 
(Laird) Craig. 

The fourth son of John Anderson was William, who also was a 
Captain during the Revolution, and in 1784 removed to Kentucky 
with the Trimbles, Moffetts and others. 

The daughters of John Anderson were: (1) Margaret, who mar¬ 
ried James Allen; and (2) Jane, who married first Hugh AUeu, and 
second William Craig. 

The Kiev. William Wilson had two sons, Dr. Janies Wilson 
and Thomas P. Wilson. His brother, Thomas Wilson, married a 
Miss Poage, of Augusta, and settled in Morgantown, Monongalia 
county. 

The sons of Thomas Wilson were: 1. Edward C. Wilson, a 
lawyer and member of Congress ; 2. Rev. Norval Wilson, of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, father of Bishop Alpheus Wilson ; 3. 
Alphcus P. Wilson, a prominent lawyer and member of the State 
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Senate, ham a 4 \fAnc\ em\tt*c\T\g « 3 \ northwest Wrgiuta from Venn- 
sylvan ia to Kentucky. He removed to New Orleans, and in 1830 fell 
from a steamboat and was drowned. 

MAJOR John HAYS lived on a farm under the Jump mountain, 
Rockbridge. His sons were: i. Michael Hays, of Ohio, who was an 
officer in the United States army tn 1812 ; 2. Andrew Hays, a dis¬ 
tinguished lawyer of Nashville, Tennessee; 3. John Brown Hays, of 
Columbia. Tennessee* whose wife was a sister of President Polk ; and, 
4. James Campbell Hays* of Tennessee and Texas, who was the father 
of Jack Hays, the Texan Ranger. 

EnWAKD McLaughlin, a native of Londonderry, Ireland, set¬ 
tled early in the eighteenth century near the place now called Goshen, 
in Rockbridge county. Hla wife was a Miss Irvin. He was a mem* 
tier of Captain Dickinson's company at Point Pleasant, and during the 
Revolutionary war participated in the battles of the Cowpcns, Guilford, 
and Yorktown. His son. Edward L # was the father of Judge William 
McLaughlin, 






CHAPTER XIII. 


FROM THE CLOSE OF THE REVOLUTION TO THE YEAR l8oo. 




Before the Revolutionary war many German people found their 
way to the new world, and several of our Valley counties were largely 
settled by them. They were, for the most part, Lutherans and 
Tunkers, or German Baptists, and have transmitted their religious 
faith, with their steady habits, to their posterity. They brought 
their German Bibles with them, and for several generations the lan¬ 
guage of the fatherland was used by them in their households. 
Indeed, ninny of the older people never learned to rend or speak 
English. Before the close of the Revolution a considerable part of the 
best lands in Augusta county was occupied by people of this race. 

Other German people also came at an early day, and their 
descendants arc now numerous in the county. These were Protestants 
of the ‘'German Reformed " faith, who hold to the theology of John 
Calvin. The denomination originated in the Palatinate, adjacent to 
Prussia. They were subjected to persecution by their Roman Catholic 
rulers, and at one crisis Frederick William, King of Prussia and 
father of Frederick the Great, interfered efficiently for their protection. 
The first immigrants of this faith formed settlements in Pennsylvania in 
1684. and their first minister in America was the Rev. Philip Boehm, 
who came here in 1720. There is no essential difference in the creeds 
of the " German Reformed ” and Presbyterians of Scotch or Scoteh- 
Irish descent, but distinct organizations are kept up at various places 
in the county, showing the tenacity with which people cling to the 
usages in worship of their forefathers. Bethel church, of the one de¬ 
nomination, and St. John’s, of the other, are almost side by side ; 
and a similar spectacle is exhibited in the village of Cliurchvillc. the 
hamlet so called because it contains no less than four churches. 


Peter and George Hanger, the ancestors of the numerous family 
of that name, settled in Augusta in 1 750, it is said, having been born 
in Germany, but coming here from Pennsylvania. The former lived 
at Spring Farm, near Staunton, and died there in 1801. In 1780 he 
was appointed a justice of the peace, but declined to qualify. One of 
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his sons, of the same name, lived at the place on the Winchester rood, 
since called Willow Spont. but formerly widely known as '‘Hanger’s,*’ 
during the days of Bockett’s stages, Knoxville teams and militia 
musters. 

The most numerous family in the county, and possibly iu the 
country, is that known as Koiner, Coiner, and Coyner. Michael 
Koiner came to America, from Germany, between 1740 and 1745. 
settled in Pennsylvania** He had ten sons and three daughters. Three 
of his sons,—George, Adam and Casper,—came to Augusta county and 
in 1787 were followed by their father, who proceeded to purchase 
farms. His other sons,—Martin* Philip, Frederick and George 
Michael,—also came to Augusta, and settled and died here. The 
three eldest sons were soldiers in the Revolutionary war. The 
ancestor died in 1796, and was buried in Trinity churchyard, near 
South river.— [Aryfou's History cf Augusta County.] 

Before the Revolutionary war arose, the descendants of the early 
Scotch-Irish settlers of Augusta began to scatter abroad. Sonic of the 
Lewises, Brcckinridges and McClanahans went to Botetourt county* 
Andrew Lewis and Robert McClanahan, Jr. # were living in Botetourt 
before the battle of Point Pleasant, Thomas Lewisf living near Port 
Republic, bac M Pt a dtixen of Rockingham after that county was* 
organized. William Lewisf removed to the Sweet Springs about the 
year 1790. Same of the family located in Bath county. Soon after 
the Revolution, several of the Brcckinridges went to Kentucky, and 
from one of them descended the distinguished men of that name. 
Immediately after the war, in 1783* the Rev. Dr. Waddell, of 
Tinkling Spring, who came to Augusta from Lancaster county in 
1776, removed to the neighborhood of Gordonsvilie, where he died in 
1805. He sold the Springhtll place, for which he had paid 1.000, 
in two parcels—one of 840 acres to Mr. James Powell Cocke for 
£1, 050; and the remainder, or the greater port of it, called " Round 
Meadow,” to Samuel Hunter for £1,200. To show the gradual 

•On October SI, UU, the descendants of Michael Koiner, to the number of 
more than nine hundred, met at Trinity church and unveiled a monument to 
their ancestor. 

t Thomas Lewis died In 1780. HU tons were Andrew, Thomas, Charles and 
William U. 

I William Lewis died in 1812. HU sons were John, a Captain at Point 
Pleasant sml ati officer during the Revolution ; Thomas, an odicer in Wayne's 
army; and William L, who was a member of Congress from the Campbell 
District in 1815-'17.— [fVyton't History.] 
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enhancement in the price of land, we mention further that Mr. Cocke 
sold his 840 acres, Spfinghill proper, in 1793, to John Swisher, of 
Rockingham, for ,£1,600 ; and Swisher’s heirs sold it in 1812 to John 
Coalter for ,£4,110. Thus the prices of the tract were in dollars, in 
*7#3“*5. $3.5<>o»‘ in *793. $5,333-33# : and in 1812, $13.7°°* 

Just before he removed from the county, Dr. Waddell was invited 
to preach one-lialf his time to the Presbyterians in Staunton, and it is 
curious to observe that the call on behalf of the town people was signed 
by Alexander St. Clair and William Bowyer, the last church-wardens 
of Augusta parish, of whom we hnve any account. 

An anecdote in relation to Dr. Waddell, which has come down to 
us, gives some idea of the state of the times. During his residence 
here coffee was very little used in the county, but having been accus¬ 
tomed toil in lower Virginia, he continued to use it after he came to 
the Valley. Some of his flock were scandalized at his indulgence in 
such a luxury, and felt called upon to administer a rebuke. They, 
however, to strengthen their cause, made out of the matter a case of 
flagrant Sabbath-breaking. Therefore the minister was charged with 
the offence of having hot coffee on Sunday morning as well as other 
days ! He met the accusation calmly, and asked, ' ‘What do you have 
for breakfast V' They replied, “Mush and milk.” “But,” he asked 
further, “is the mush hot or cold ?" “Hot. of course,” they replied. 
“Well,” said he/' “You have cold mush on Sunday, and I will have 
cold coffee.” 

Dr. Waddell was succeeded at Tinkling Spring by the Rev. John 
McCue, who, while living in the county, preached more or less statedly 
in Staunton for some years. There was, however, no regular Presby¬ 
terian church organization in Staunton till 1804. The early Presby¬ 
terian settlers were grnernlJy engaged in farming and grazing, and 
sought rural shades in which to worship, turning away, apparently, 
from towns and villages. Hence, throughout the Valley, their country* 
churches antedate those in the towns. 

Colonel Robert Porterfield, a native of Pennsylvania, but living 
in Jefferson or Berkeley county when the Revolutionary war arose, 
settled here, on South River, near Wayuesborough, at the close of the 
war. He attained the rank of Captain in the Continental army, and 
was afterward made Colonel aud General of Virginia militia. Revolu¬ 
tionary soldiers, not exempt by age or physical infirmity from military* 
duty, were enrolled in the militia at the close of the war. General 
Porterfield was a member of Captain Thomas Turk’s company, and 
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and Mr. Barry were natives of Ireland, and leading merchants; Mr. 
Garber came from Pennsylvania, and Mr Heiskell from Frederick 
county. Lawrence Trcmper was born in New York and married 
there. During the war he was a Lieutenant in the Continental army. 
He was by trade a leather*breeches maker. During the administration 
of John Adams he was appointed postmaster at Staunton, and held 
the office continuously till his death in 1S41. He also retailed drugs, 
patent medicines, and candy. Mr. Clarke, the school teacher, came 
from Pennsylvania, like so many others. He left four sons. Samuel, 
John, William, ami Thomas, who long resided in the eonnty, and the 
first of whom, in a quiet way, filled a large space in the community for 
many years. 

Three brothers came to Staunton from Nelson county, probably 
about the year 1790, Chesley, Jacob, and William Kinney. The first 
named was clerk of several of the courts which sat here, and the 
father of five sons and a daughter. Jacob Kinney was a lawyer. His 
only child was a daughter, the wife of the late Erasmus Stribling, and 
mother of Dr. F. T. Stribling and others. William Kinney, Sr., was 
a bachelor, and pursued no regular business during the latter years of 
his life, but he was noted for genial traits which made him a welcome 
guest in many homes. 

Richard Madison, the second clerk of the County Court, died in 
February, 1785. He succeeded his father, John Madison, who re¬ 
signed, November 17, 1778, on account of old age and infirmity, and 
was succeeded as clerk by Col. Alexander McClanahan. Elijah Me- 
Clanahan and Alexander St. Clair, a committee appointed by the 
Court to examine the Clerk’s Office, reported April 19, 1785. that the 
lute clerk had grossly neglected his duties. Deeds, wills, etc., had 
not been recorded for several years, and the proceedings of the Court 
had not beeu entered up since March 21. 1774. Thereupon, the 
Justices of the County Court brought suit in the General Court 
against William Bowyer, administrator of Richard Madison, to recover 
/300, the cost of making up the records. The cause was removed to 
the District Court when that Court was opened at Staunton, and on 
April 5, 1790, the plaintiffs were non-suited, on the ground that the 
cause of action was a tort, and expired witli the person committing 
the offence. In partiat excuse for the clerk it must be said that he 
was more or less in the military service during the war. lie was 
Eustgti of Captain Zachariah Johnston’s company in 1781. The 
irregularities in the clerk’s office show the disorganization of the 
times. 
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By the year 1787. the people of the county thought it high time 
to provide a more suitable place for the judicatories of the Common* 
wealth of Virginia to sit in. Therefore, on the 22nd of March of that 
year, the County Court appointed Commissioners to *' draw a plan for a 
new court-home " and to let out the work. The Commissioners were 
Sumpson Mathews, Alexander St. Clair, Michael Bowyer, Robert 
Gamble, James P. Cocke, and William Bowyer. The house No. 2 
was not abandoned till December 17, 1788. and then, 44 on account of 
the inclemency of the weather and the court-house being In had repair 
court adjourned to the house of Mr. Peter Heiskell," the Washington 
Tavern. The houses, Nos. 1 and 2, had now to !>c put out of the way, 
and the latter was sold to Anthony Mustoc for 17s- 2d.,—less than 
$12.00. 

The court house No. 3 was completed and occupied by the court 
in the fall of 1789. 11 was a square stone building two-stories high, 

and stood about the center of the lot. The conrt room occupied the 
whole lower story. The floor of the upper story was supported by 
wooden columns, one of which was garnished with iron clamps in 
which the hands of felons were fastened to be branded with hot irons ; 
there was no State penitentiary at* that time. The clerk's office was 
probably accommodated at first in one of the upper rooms; bat a low 
brick house was afterwards erected for it on or near the site of the 
original court-bouse. Court-house No. 3 stood and was used by the 
courts till the year 1835. 

An net of assembly, passed November 6, 1787, added twenty-five 
acres of land tielonging to Alexander St. Clair to the town of 
Staunton. This addition has always been known as Newtown. 
Other land, belonging to Judge Stuart, in the northeast part ojf town, 
was added by act of assembly passed in 1803. 

The earliest returns of com misrioners of the revenue for Augusta 
county, found in our local archives, are for the year 1787. Parts of 
Bath and Pendleton counties were then included in Augusta. The 
commissioners of the rrvenue were James Ramsey, Joseph Bell, and 
Charles Cameron. Alexander McClanahan was clerk of the County 
Court. The number of horses and mules in the county was 7,747; 
cattle. 15,692; ordinaries, 5, kept by John Bosaug, Windlc Grove, 
Peter Hciskcll, Jarne* McGonigle, and Thomas Smith, (all in 
Staunton); practising physicians, 4,—Drs. William Grove, Alexander 
Humphreys. Alexander I«ong, and Hugh Richte. The number of 
gigs was two, owned by John Ermttage and Robert Richardson. 
There were no four-wheeled riding-carriages in the county. 
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The tax on physicians was £5 each ($16#.) Lawyers were not 
listed by Commissioners of the Revenue, but were required to pay to 
the clerk of the court one-tenth of all legal fees. The tax hud to be 
paid down in each case, or the attorney was not allowed to appear. 
This was in addition to the tax of 1784, which was ^15 ( 55 °) on each 
admission to practise in the Superior Court, and 20 shillings ($3.33#) 
in the County Court. 

The ordinary kept by Peter Heiskell in 1787, was the Washing* 
ton Tavern, which occupied the site of the present Virginia Hotel, 
N. E. corner of New nnd Courthouse streets. Thomas Smith kept 
the Bell Tavern, diagonally opposite the Washington, and was 
succeeded by his son-in-law, Michael Garber. 

William Bowyer, sheriff of the county in 1787, reported to the 
Governor that not one-third of the taxes of 1783-4 had been collected, 
aud that no purchasers would attend sales of property levied on. 

Pendleton county was formed from Augusta. Rockingham, and 
Hardy in 1788, 

In the State Convention of 1788, which ratified the Constitution 
of the United States, Augusta was represented by Zachariah Johnston 
aud Archibald Stuart. 

Zachariah Johnston was born in Augusta about the year 1743. 
near the present village of Fishersville. He is described as a man of 
a religious temper, of great simplicity of manners, and utterly void of 
hypocrisy. As we have seen, he was a member of the House of 
Delegates during the Revolution. He was also a member in 1785, 
and warmly supported the act for establishing religious freedom. 
While that act was pending, he is said to have delivered an effective 
speech in favor of it, declaring that he would leave his own church if 
it should become a State church. Near the close of the convention of 
1788, he delivered quite a long speech in favor 01 the adoption of the 
Constitution of the United States, which may be found iu the volume 
of Virginia Debates, page 460. We copy one paragraph. Mr. John¬ 
ston said : 

It is my lot to be among the poor people. The most that I can 
claim, or flatter myself with, is to be of the middle rank. I wish no 
more, for I am eouteut. But I shall give my opinion unbiased and 
uninfluenced—without erudition or eloquence, hut with firmness and 
candor. And in so doing I will satisfy my conscience. If this Con¬ 
stitution be bad, it will bear equally as hard on uie as on any member 
of society. It will bear hard ou my children, who are as dear to me as 
any man's children can be to him. Having their happiness at heart. 
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the vole I shall give in its fiivor, can only be imputed to a conviction 
of its utility and propriety/* 

Mr, John Mon was a Presidential Elector in 17H9, and with his 
nine associates, headed by Patrick Henry, voted for General Wash¬ 
ington. He removed to Rockbridge in 1793, and died there in 1803* 

Until the year 1789, the County Court was the only court of 
record which sat in Staunton. As stated heretofore, it hod an ex¬ 
tensive jurisdiction in law and chancery. The higher law tribunal, 
called the General Court, composed of gentlemen *'learned in the 
law," sat in Richmond. 

In 1777, n High Court of Chancery was constituted, consisting of 
three judges.—George Wythe, Edmund Pendleton and John Blair; 
but by a subsequent act the number of judges was reduced to one. 
From that time for twenty years George Wythe was the sole appellate 
chancellor in the State. 

In 1789 the Legislature passed an act establishing district courts 
of law. The counties were arranged in districts, in each of which two 
judges of the General Court were required to hold terms. Augusta. 
Rockbridge, Rockingham and Pendleton constituted a district, and 
the court sat in Staunton. Judges Mercer and Parker held the first 
court here. Judges Tyler, Carrington, Tucker (the elder) and others 
also sat here at different times. 

The first derk of the district court at Staunton was James Lyle. 
He was succeeded, in 1793, by John Coaltcr, afterwards judge ; he by 
Micnjah Coaltcr, and he by Chesley Kinney. 

Kerchcval, in his History of the Valley # states that after the 
French Revolution broke oat, in 1789. breadstuff’s of every kind 
suddenly became enormously high. For several years afterwards it 
was no uncommon thing for the farmer of the Valley to sell his crop of 
wheat from one to two, and sometimes two and a half dollars per 
bushel, and his flour from ten to fourteen dollars per barrel in our 
seaport towns 

The people of Staunton organized a Fire Company, January 9, 
1790, in accordance with an act of the Legislature, and the names of 
the members are recorded in Deed Book No. *6, page 404. It is 
interesting to see who were the active citizens of the town at that time. 
Among the names of persons and firms composing the company—61 
in all—are the following : William Bowyer, Michael Bowyer, Alexan¬ 
der St. Clair, Robert Gamble, James Lyle, Robert Stuart, Archibald 
Stunrt. William Abney, Robert Douthat,William Chambers, John and 
Samuel Boys, Peter Ilciskell, Jacob Peck, Robert McDowell, Michael 
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Garber, Jacob Geiger, Adam Bickle, James Magougal (sic), A. 
Waterman, Robert McCullough, John Gordcn. Michael Garber, Jr., 
AJexandcr Humphreys, Margaret Reed, William Shayer, William Mc¬ 
Dowell, North & Mathews, Alexander Nelson, Jr., John Bosang, 
Smith Thompson, Michael Fattlklcr, Samuel Merritt, Daniel Kidd 
and George Weiford. Other names in the list have disappeared from 
the community, as have some of those mentioned. 

John and Samncl Boys, merchants, were cousins, the latter being 
a brother of Dr. William Boys. Both of them returned to Philadel¬ 
phia, and embarked in business there. The first fire engine brought 
to Staunton was purchased for the town in Philadelphia, by John 
Boys. He was the only son of Commodore Nathan Boys, of the 
Pennsylvania Navy during the Revolution. 

James Magougal (or McGonigal) built the brick house at the 
N. E. corner of Beverley and Market Streets, and his initials may still 
(1892) be seen on the gable end. 

It is presumed that William Shayer was the husband of the 
widow Shayer (generally pronounced Shires), who left $4,000 for the 
education of the poor children of Staunton, and which Is still doing its 
work. 


William Bowyerwas president of the company, and James Lyle 
secretary. The organization was kept upas late as 1813, as appears 
from a note in the record book. 


In the latter part of the century the Presbyterian churches of the 
Valley were disturbed by dissensions in regard to psalmody. The 
version of the Psalms by Rouse* had been universally used, and when 
the smoother version by Dr. Isaac Watts was introduced, there was 
strenuous opposition to it on the part of many people. It is related 
that, in 1789 or 1790, the Rev. William Graham, a somewhat impru¬ 
dent man. precipitated a controversy on the subject in New Provi¬ 
dence congregation. Rouse s version had been used there as else¬ 
where, but Mr. Graham, while assisting the pastor at a communion 
service, without conferring with any one, introduced Watts' psalms 
and hymns. Some of the older members left the church immediately, 
and a schism occurred. The sccedcrs repaired to Old Providence 
church, in Augusta, aud reopened that place of worship, which had 


♦Sir Francis Rome wa», in 1058, speaker of the British Parliament, called 
the Little Parliament, which be was instrumental in dissolving, aud turning over 
the government to Cromwell. lie was also a member of Cromwells first 
Parliament in 1554, and one of the new Lords created by the Protector iti 1658. 
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been abandoned for some time. Rome continued to be used for twenty 
year* longer nt Tinkling Spring and other churches, but was gradual¬ 
ly superseded by Walt*.— [Rnffner^s History of Washington College.] 

The first Lutheran church in Augusta, was built in 1780, on 
South river, near Waynesborough. and called Trinity. The next was 
Mount Tabor, near Middlebrook, built in 1785. Nine others have 
been built during the presenfr'century, most of them since 1840. 

The Titnker (GcruuuiBaptist) church was first organised in the 
county about the year 1790. The German Reformed church in the 
county utso dates back to the last century, but the place and exact 
date of the orgaiiizatiou cannot be ascertained. 

The first Methodist Episcopal church building in the county was 
erected, probably in 1797* in Staunton, on the site of the present 
church, although Staunton circuit does not appear on the minutes of 
the Conference before 1806. 

Bath county was formed from Augusta, Botetourt and Green¬ 
brier, in 1791, by which act Augusta was reduced to her present 
dimensions, about thirty-three miles long and tamty-ninc miles wide. 
At its formation, and for more than fifty'years Afterwards, Bath 
embraced about one-half the present county of Hightaiul. 

The first County Court of Bath was held May 10, 1791, in the 
honse of Mrs, Margaret I^ewis, at the Warm Springs. The first 
justices were Sampson Mathews, Samuel Vance, John Wilson* Charles 
Cameron, John Hollar, John Dean, Jamas Poagc, William Po age, 
John Kiriktud, George Poage, Jacob Warwick, John White, John 
Peebles, Johnuewis, Samuel Shrewsberry, and John Oliver. John 
Dickinson and Alexander Crawford were appointed, but declined. 
Charles Cameron was the first deTk, and Sampson Mathews the first 
sheriff. William Poage was recommended for appointment to the 
office of surveyor. The following persons were recommended as 
justice* to fill vacancies: James Stephenson. George Mcssingbird, 
John Brown. James Robinson, William Crawford and Robert Sitling- 
ton. On the same day Archibald Stuart w as 14 recommended to the 
Attorney-General as a proper person to execute the office of deputy- 
attorney for this county.' 4 No lawyers qualified till the June term, 
1791, and then John Coulter and James Reid were admitted as 
attorneys. At August term. 1791, the first entry is a* follows: 

44 Ordered that the court adjourn to some trees down the lane near the 
highway/' Upon meeting under the trees, Archibald Stuart and 
William H. Cavendish qualified as attorneys. 
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Sampson Mathews Jived in Bath probably ten years, at, or near, 
Cloverdale. He was living in Bath, in iHoo, when his will was 
executed, but in Staunton, in 1807, when he died. 

In 1791, quite an excitement arose on account of the defalcation 
of one or more Deputy Sheriffs of the county, who were collectors of 
the public revenues. Archibald Stuart, attorney for the Common¬ 
wealth, wrote to Governor Randolph on the subject, May 22nd. 
Certain important papers connected with the matter had disappeared 
from the clerk's office of the Couuty Court* and it was feared that the 
prosecution of the defaulters would be frustrated. James Lyle, 
deputy of Col. McClanahan, clerk of the court, had been removed in 
y October, 1790; but before leaving the office, delivered the papers to 
v Col. McClanahan, in the presence of four witnesses. Matthew Gam¬ 
ble succeeded Lyle as deputy, and while he was on a visit to Winches¬ 
ter, the papers were taken from the office. 

Gabriel Jones wrote to the Governor, March 20, 1792. explaining 
why he could uot aid in the prosecution, as requested—He bad ac¬ 
cepted a fee from the accused parties, but descanted at length upon 
41 the enormity of the crime." 

John Breckinridge, afterwards Attorney-General of the United 
States, at the solicitation of Governor Lee, who had come into office 
by April, 1792, agreed to assist in the prosecution at Staunton. 

James Jones, Attorney-General of Virginia, wrote to the Gover¬ 
nor, August 30, 1792.—He thinks the prosecution will be defeated in 
consequence of the loss of papers. "From Mr. Stuart’s representa¬ 
tions, the conduct of the clerk of Augusta wears a suspicious aspect.” 
He ought to be removed from office, if he has connived at, or been 
accessory to, the secreting or destruction of the papers. 

Colonel McClanahan had, however, resigned. At a court held 
August it, 1792, he tendered his resignation provided the court would 
appoint Jacob Kinney clerk in his stead (!) The resignation was ac¬ 
cepted as tendered, and Kinney was immediately installed as clerk. 
Four members of the court entered their dissent from the pro¬ 
ceeding. 

Mr. Stuart wrote to the Governor, August 31, 1792. for in¬ 
structions ; and on the 7th of September Mr. Inncs replied, advising 
suits against the High Sheriffs of Augusta on their official bonds “ for 
the default and mal-practices of their deputies." 

The " Calendar of Virginia State Papers," gives us no further in¬ 
formation in reference to this affair. It is refreshing, however, to see 
the phrensy iuto which Governors and attorneys were thrown by dc- 
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fa Rations, which in these latter times arc almost of daily occurrence 
and attract little notice. 

We go back now to pick up one or two scraps of history. 

At a District Court held at Staunton, September 9. 179*. Eliza- y/ 
beth Hazel. M late of the county of Rockingham, spinster,” was 
sentenced to be hung, for the crime of murder, by the Sheriff of Au¬ 
gusta, on Friday, October 21st. Whether hung or not, we canuot 
say. There is no tradition on the subject. 






Zacliartah Johnston wrote to the Governor, March a8, 1792, in 
reference to an accusation he apprehended would be made against his 
son, James, and others, who were said to have threatened to use force 
in opposition to the Federal excise law. He begs the Governor to 
call on Mr. St. Clair for information touching the matter. Major 
Porterfield had spoken publicly in reprobation of the youug man’s 
conduct, and the father was apprehensive of a prosecution instigated 
by *' private rancour. 0 James Johnston was then a captain of 
militia. There U nothing further on this subject. 

The Staunton Academy, a high school for boys, was incorporated 
by act of the Legislature, December 4, 1792. The first trustees were 
the Rev. John McCuc, Rev. William Wilson, Rev, Archibald Scott, 
Gabriel Jones, Alexander St. Clair, Sampson Mathews, Sr., Archibald j 
Smart, Robert Gamble, William Bowyer. Alexander Humphreys, I 
David Stephenson. Robert Porterfield, James Powell Cocke, Alexan¬ 
der Nelson. John Steel. James Lyle, Robert Grattan, William Lewis, 
and John Tfctc. I 

At a meeting of the trustees of the academy, held May 23, 1793 * 
Dr. Humphreys was appointed president of the board. The Rev. 
Charles O'Neal was elected principal, and the tuition fees were fixed 
as follovts; for the learned languages or mathematics, (me guinea the 
quarter ; writing, arithmetic, and rudiments of English, 10 shillings; 
teaching English grammatically, £ 1. 



In November, 1795, William Sterret offered himself as teacher of 
Latin and Greek, and the Rev. John McCuc. John Coalter, Dr. I 
Humphreys, and Archibald Stuart, were appointed a committee to 
examine him. The Rev, Hugh White, however, was 0 authorized to 
teach, M August 27, 1796. Next, in r8ooand 1801, James Clarke and 
John McCatisUnd taught in separate rooms tinder the auspices of the 
trustees. As yet no building had been erected for the academy, and | 
rooms were provided by the trustees in the town. ' 
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An act of the Legislature was passed December 22, 1792, which, 
among other things, organized the militia regiments of Augusta, 
Rockingham, and Shenandoah as the Seventh brigade. 

A post-office was first established at Staunton in 1793. Previous 
to that date all letters received here were brought by travelers. As 
described of the 41 mail facilities ” of east Tennessee in 1796, every 
horseman had in his saddle-bags, or portmanteau, a wallet, in which 
he carried letters. This was carefully opened and examined at the 
several places where the traveler lodged, and the letters delivered or 
forwarded as the case required. The inhabitants cheerfully performed 
the duty of forwarding letters thus brought into their possession. An 
endorsement 14 on the public service," secured the transmission of a 
letter by a volunteer express with the utmost fidelity. 

The first postmaster at Staunton was Robert Douthat, whose ac¬ 
counts with the government began March 20, 1793. He was suc¬ 
ceeded by William Chambers, who held the office from January 1, 
1795, till October 1, 1796. At the latter date, Vincent Tapp became 
the postmaster, and he was succeeded July 1, 1798, by Lawrence 
Trcmper. Mr. Trcmper was postmaster nearly forty-three years. 
He died in January, 1841, and Norbomc C. Brooks was appointed in 
his place, February 4, 1841. In 1789, the number of post-offices in 
the whole United States was only seventy-five.^ 

The tide of Indian warfare had rolled back from Augusta county 
as white settlers located in the west, but it did not cease on the 
frontier till 1794. In August of that year, General Anthony Wayne, 
l at the head of a considerable force, encountered and routed n large 
I t>ody of Indians at the rapids of the great Maumee river in Ohio. 
1 General Wayne hod been distinguished duriug the Revolutionary war, 
Vbut his last achievement made him a popular hero. He escaped be¬ 
coming President of the United States by dviug in 1796. He, how¬ 
ever, had the honor of giving his name to divers and sundry places. 
Waynesborough, in Augusta county, which was founded about that 
time, was called for him. The Wayne Tavern, in Staunton, was 
another of his namesakes. This tavern, which stood at the northwest 
corner of Beverley and New streets, invited travelers to take shelter 
there by its old-fashioned swinging sign, on which a native artist 
exhausted his skill in trying to paint a likeness of “Mad Anthony. 4 * 
The Washington Tavern stood on the site of the present Virginia 

♦In 1800 the number was 008, and iti 1884, 60,017, of which 46 were in 
Angusta county. 
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Hotel, and displayed on its sign a portrait of the Father of his 
Country on horseback. 

John Wise, a soldier under Wayne at the Maumee, settled in 
Staunton before the close of the century. He was originally a printer, 
and at one time published a newspaper here. 

While General Wayne was on his expedition against the Indians, 
the Whiskey Insurrection in Western Pennsylvania culminated. Not 
being able to transport their grain to market, the |>eople of that region, 
as many others then and since, converted the product! of their farms 
into whiskey. A home could not transport more than four bushels of 
grain, but it could carry the product of twenty four buohtla in the 
shape of " high wines." By means of this article the people obtained 
the other necessities of life. Whiskey was then considered indispensa¬ 
ble. Everybody u*ed it more or less, and, as was remarked, " a man 
could not be bom, married, or buried without it." Congress, how¬ 
ever, pansed an act laying a duty on distilled spirits, and the people 
of Western Pennsylvania rose in rebellion against the tax aa unjust 
and oppressive. Politicians of the Republican party throughout the 
country sympathised to some extent with the insurgents, while 
Federalists supported the government. A military force of 14,000 
men was raised, and under command of General Henry Lee, Governor 
of Virginia, marched into the disturbed district. These troops were 
from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia. There was 
no fighting, however, and most of the soldiers returned home in a 
short time. 

A company of cavalry, or mounted infantry", from this section, 
composed a part of Lee’s army. It was commanded by Robert 
Grattan, then a merchant of Stauuton, afterwards Major Grattan, of 
Rockingham, In all probability Grattan’s company were the soldiers 
referred to in the following anecdote related by the Rev. Dr. Ruffuer 
in his Hutary of Washington College . Alluding to the Rev. William 
Graham, founder of that institution. Dr. Ruffner says: 

•• Another illustration of Mr. Graham's bold and independent 
spirit was a scene which occurred at Harrisonburg at a meeting of the 
Synod of Virginia, in the year 1794. when a company of soldiers ar¬ 
rived there on their way to put down the whiskey insurgents of Penn¬ 
sylvania. The Rev. Moses Hoge, warm with patriotic zeal, moved 
that the Synod should adopt an address to the people, inculcating 
obedience to the laws. Mr. Graham opposed all Synodical action on 
the subject, and boldly avowed that the 4 whiskey boys/ ns they were 
usually called, were not rebels, but a suffering people, whose 
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grievances ought to be redressed. Other members also opposed the 
motion, either because they sympathized with the ' whiskey boys ’ 
—whiskey being at that time a chief staple of the Valley, and the tax 
upon its manufacture was felt as a grievance. The address was car¬ 
ried by a small majority. The soldiers were exasperated against 
Mr. Graham and his party, and threatened violence against him, in¬ 
somuch that he found it expedient to retire privately from the scene 
of tumult.” 

Captain Grattan's company performed another service, on the oc¬ 
casion of the Captain's return to Staunton after his marriage, which is 
worth mentioning, Colonel John G. Gamble, in his unpublished ac¬ 
count of the Grattan family, says : “ I accompanied his troop of cav¬ 

alry, which went out some eight or ten miles to meet their captain 
and escort his young bride to town." 

The court-martial of the Thirty-second regiment of militia was 
held in Staunton, December 12, 1794. Lieutenant-Colonel Andrew 
Anderson presided, and Robert Douk was present as a captain. Smith 
Thompson was elected provost marshal. Joseph Bell, of Captain 
Turk's company, "charged with not performing his tour of duty 
against the insurgents when called upon." appeared and was acquitted. 
For the offence mentioned, however, John Armstrong was fined $36, 
and Benjamin Grove, #15. Other militiamen were tried on the same 
charge, some being acquitted and others convicted and fined. 

Mr. Jefferson, while residing at Monticello, previous to his elec¬ 
tion to the presidency, turned his attention, among his various pro¬ 
jects, to the manufacture of nails, and wished to establish an agency 
in Staunton. In June. 1795, he wrote to Archibald Stuart, his 
former pupil and personal and political friend, inclosing some " noil 
cards," which he wished put into the hands of a substantial and 
punctual merchant. He suggested a Mr. Stuart, Mr. St. Clair, or 
Gamble & Grattan. The next year, in January, he wrote again on 
the same subject. The nail business was not prospering, evidently ; 
but we arc gratified to find that even at that early day Staunton was 
considered a better market, at least for nails, than Warren or War¬ 
minster. In February following, the price of nails had gone up in 
Philadelphia, and the M Sage of Monticello " was encouraged. He ad¬ 
vised his Staunton correspondent to embark in the manufacture of 
potash, and assured him there were "millions in it." The trades¬ 
manlike way he wrote about "penny brads." and the profits of pot¬ 
ash, remind one of Dr. Johnston playing the business man nt the sale 
of Thrale's brewery. From a letter, written at Philadelphia, June S, 
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Lexington}, '* stands Staunton. This town carries on a considerate 
trade with the back country, and contains nearly two hundred dwell¬ 
ings, mostly built of stone, together with a church. This was the first 
place on the entire road from Lynchburg, one hundred and fifty miles 
distant, and which I was about ten days in traveling, where I was able 
to get a bit of fresh meat, excepting indeed on passing the Bine Moun¬ 
tains, where they brought me some venison that had been just killed. 
I went on fifty miles further from Staunton before I got any again* 

* * M In every part of America a European is surprised at find¬ 
ing so many men with military titles, * * * but nowhere, I be¬ 

lieve, is there such a superfluity of these military personages as in the 
town of Staunton ; there Is hardly a decent person in it, excepting 
lawyers and medical men, but what is a colonel, a major, or captain. 

* * * In Staunton there arc two or three corps.*' I volunteer military 
companies), M one of cavalry, the other of artillery* These are formed 
chiefly of men who find a certain degree of amusement in exercising as 
soldiers, and who are aLso induced to associate by the vanity of appear¬ 
ing in regimentals" 

Weld relates that when he was in Staunton a party of Creek 
Indians arrived there on their way to Philadelphia, then the scat 
of the United States Government* The next morning half of the 
Indians set off* without the others, who did not follow till some hours 
afterwards. When the latter started* several of the townspeople on 
horseback escorted them part of the way. After proceeding along the 
road for some miles they all at once turned off into the woods, though 
there was no path. The people who accompanied them, surprised at 
the movement, informed them that they were quitting the road to 
Philadelphia and would miss their companions who had gone on be¬ 
fore. The Indians persisted, however, asserting that they knew the 
way and the route taken by the others. Curiosity led some of the 
horsemen to go on, and to their surprise the first party of Indians was 
overtaken in the thickest part of the wood. Moreover, the route 
taken, as well as could be ascertained, was on an air-line to Phila¬ 
delphia. This anecdote is quoted, iu a note to Campbell's Gertrude of 
Wyoming , as an instance of Iudiau sagacity. 

Rochefoucault, the French philanthropist, visited Staunton in 
1797. He does not give a flattering picture of the place, but as a 
faithful annalist we reproduce it, protesting, however, that Staunton 
and its people are very different now-a-days. He says there were eight 
inns here, fifteen to eighteen stores, and about eight hundred inhabi¬ 
tants. Two mnrket days w r ere kept weekly, but badly furnished with 
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provision* Fresh meat sold at ax pence per pound (eight cents), 
flour at eleven dollars per barrel. A newspaper was published twice a 
week (?). The inhabitants, like the generality of Virginians, were 
fond of gambling and betting. The traveler witnessed here two mis¬ 
erable horse race* Manners were much like those of Richmond, nor 
were the people " actuated by a superior desire to discharge the debts 
which they contracted/' During his stay nt the inn he 41 aaw great 
numbers of travelers pass by, merchants or sellers of land, going to 
Greenbrier ami Carolina, or persons on their way to the medicinal 
springs.*' The goods sold by the storekeepers were brought from 
Baltimore or Philadelphia. 

Rochefoncaalt states that at the time of his visit a Presbyterian 
church was going up in Staunton. He is clearly mistaken as to the 
denomination, as the Presbyterians had no building till twenty years 
afterwards, and it was no doubt the first house of worship erected by 
the Methodists that attracted his attention. 

At the time the French trawler was in Staunton, Boh Bailey, 
the noted gambler, made his headquarters here. He was an elegant 
gentleman, very insinuating, and very likely sought the acquaintance 
of the stranger. A few years afterwards he was in the hands of the 
District Court upin the charge of M exhibiting faro," hut fled to 
escape the penalty of the law. 

In 1797, William Blount of Tennessee, being detected in a con¬ 
spiracy to invade the Spanish possessions, was expelled from the 
United States Senate. On his way home from Philadelphia, he was 
arrested near Staunton as a fugitive from justice and detained till in¬ 
formation came that he had been released on bail. [McMastcr, Vol. 

] 

In the same year (1797) the County Court was much occupied by 
business brought before it by an individual who constituted himself 
censor of public morals. At March court, the Grand Jury, ou the in¬ 
formation of the person referred to, presented many people for various 
offences—profane cursing and swearing, keeping disorderly house*, 
and other immoralities. Counter-charges were preferred against the 
informer, hut he was finally let off on the ground that he was “oc¬ 
casionally subject to be disordered in his understanding.*' 

Archibald Stuart, of Staunton, was elected a Judge of the General 
Court in 1799, and for some years presided, with an associate, in the 
District Courts. At the time of his election he was a member of the 
Legislature. 
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A hill about a mile south of the village of Greenville, on the main 
road from Staunton to Lexington, is called “Staley's Hill,” from a 
tragedy which occurred there at sometime uear the year 1800. Several 
children going to school one morning, saw a traveler on borselvack 
moving northward, who was overtaken by a man walking and carrying 
a gun. The two proceeded together for a while, and then the foot¬ 
man fell behind and deliberately shot and killed the other. Taking 
the traveler's saddlebags and mounting his horse, the murderer fled, 
and was never heard of afterwards. The victim proved to be a mer¬ 
chant from East Tennessee, named Staley, who was going to Baltimore 
to purchase goods. 


Jacob Warwick. 

The Southern Historical Magazine for August, 1892, contains an 
article by the Rev, William T, Price, entitled “ Pioneer History," 
from which w r e have obtained most of the following facts in regard to 
Jacob Warwick and his family. 

The father of Jacob Warwick came to Augusta county from 
Williamsburg probably about the year 1740. He was a Lieutenant in 
the service of the British Government, and wns employed in surveying 
and locating land grants in Augusta. His Christian name is not 
given, but w T e find a deed 011 record, from James Gay to John War¬ 
wick, dated March 21, 1759, and presume that the grantee was the 
same as Lieutenant Warwick, so called. According to the article re¬ 
ferred to , he married Elizabeth Dunlap . who lived near the present 
village of Middlebrook : but another account says his wife was a Miss 
Gay. He obtained for himself a tract of land called Dunmore. in the 
present county of Pocahontas, then a part of Augusta. After the 
birth of four children,—Churles, Elizabeth, Jacob and John—and set¬ 
tling his family on the Dunmore estate [at the great risk of being 
murdered by Indians,] Lieut. Warwick concluded to visit England. 
He was never heard of after his departure, and being given up for 
dead, his widow subsequently married Roliert Sitlmgtou. In the 
mean while she had managed to have the Dunmore estate settled upon 
her sou, Jacob. It is said that Joseph Bell became the guardian of 
Jacob and John Warwick, but of this there is no record proof. Nor, 
as far as the archives of Augusta show, was there any administration 
on the estate of Lieut. Warwick. 

Jacob Warwick married a Miss Vance, daughter of Col. John 
Vance of North Carolina. For a number of years he lived at Dunmore, 
and there all his children were born. Afterwards he removed to land 
he had acquired in what is now Bath county. He was a man of great 
enterprise and considerable wealth in land and cattle. But he scent* 
to have been unambitious, and during his life held no conspicuous 
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public office. Like all frontiersmen, he was of necessity an Indian 
fighter. He was never sure, however, that he had ever killed more 
than one savage. This was in a hand-to-hand fight. and the tree at 
which it occurred was remembered by people living in 1891. It was 
always a grief to him that he had caused the death of one human 
being. 

It is related that on one occasion a scout from Millborough warned 
Warwick that a large party of Indians were returning from the east, 
and that he and about twenty wcu waited in ambush for them, on the 
mountain south of Clover Lick. The white men fired, and with such 
precision that every shot killed or wounded an Indian, causing the 

survivors hastily to retire. Mrs. Warwick with servants followed her 
husband and friends, carrying provisions to them. The date of this 
occurrence is not given. 

On mnothrr occasion Warwick went to the region of Randolph 
county, with a party of laud agents and surveyors, and as they appre¬ 
hended no danger, on account of the inclemency of the season, they 
sent unarmed, [very improbable.] They, however, encountered a 
bond of Shawnccs, who fired upon and killed three of them. War¬ 
wick's horse was wounded and fell, bat recovered him<«lf and bore his 
master and another man safely home, thirty miles off. in one day. 

Elsewhere we have stated that Jacob Warwick redeemed and 
brought back the boy John Gilmore, who was carried off by the Indi¬ 
ans from Kerr's Creek in 1764. Mr. Price says the rescue occurred 
soon after the battle of Point Pleasant, in 1774, when Warwick was on 
a trading expedition among the Indians, and that the boy was stolen 
from the Indians at Fort Pitt, without their consent. He is undoubt¬ 
edly mistaken as to the date and place* The Indians were compelled 
by Col. Bouquet, in the latter part of 1764, to deliver up their white 
captives, and it is hardly possible that they detained the boy named 
for ten yearn longer, and then brought him to Fort Tilt, still holding 
him a prisoner. 

It is supposed that Warwick was a member of Capt. George 
Mathews' company at the battle of Point Pleasant, and unless tradi¬ 
tion is entirely unreliable, he contributed materially to the success of 
the whites in that memorable conflict. When the battle began he, 
with others, was remote from the camp securing a supply of meat. 
Hearing the firing, be and his party hastened to rejoin the army, 
arriving at a critical moment, and the Indians mistaking them for a 
reinforcement under Col. Christian, who was known to be approach* 
ing, abandoned the conflict. - t . 

Jacob Warwick was actively engaged during the Revolutionary 
war, but we do not know the extent of his sendees. All that is cer¬ 
tainly know*n is, that he was Lieutenant of Capt. William Kincaid's 
company which aened in lower Virginia, in the early nurt of 17S1. 
When Bath comity was organised!* 179*. he was one of the Justices 

of the Peace. ^ ■ ■ I 

His death occurred in January, 1826, in the 83rd year of his age. 
He was buried on the west branch of Jackson's river, six miles from 
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the Warm Springs, and his descendant, Mr. Price, says pathetically : 
" Were it the grave of Campbell*s * Last Man/ it could not be in a 
much less frequented place/* 

Mrs. Warwick died in 1823, when she was So years of age. She 
is described os eminent for piety and many excellencies. 

Th* cVtthVcew JwA Warwick and vrife were one son, (Axi&iew), 
and six daughters. One of the daughters was the wife of Charles 
Cameron. 


Charles Cameron. 

From an account of the Cameron family, by Mrs, Maria Boys 
Cochran Sterrett, a great*grand-daughter of Col. Charles Cameron, 
wc have obtained most of the information embraced in the following 
sketch. 

The first of the family who came to America, from Scotland, was 
Dr. John Cameron, who is said to have been a nephew of Cameron of 
Lochiel, chief of the clan. Dr. Cameron was one of the men who. fol¬ 
lowing Lochiel, took up arras in behalf of Charles Edward, the young 
Pretender, in 1745. After the disastrous battte of Culloden, in 1746, 
he made his escape to Spain, coming from that country to the West 
Indies, and from thence to New York. In New York, he met and 
married a widow, Mrs. Margaret Murray, a native of Ireland, of Scotch 
descent, who had two daughters, Sarah and Mary Murray. 

From New York Dr. Cameron came to Norfolk, Virginia, and 
there his two children were born. The older of the two, called Charles 
Edward, was bom February 22, 1753, and the younger, George Hugh, 
several years afterwards. 

When Charles Cameron was six years of age his father with his 
family removed to Staunton. After that, but exactly when is not 
known, it being safe for him to return to Scotland, Dr. Cameron em¬ 
barked for that country, hoping to recover his property, but was lost at 
sea. 

Charles Cameron found employment in a store in Staunton, and a 
few years later went to the Mossy Creek Iron Works to act as clerk 
for Henry Miller. When only uincteen years of age he married Mr. 
Miller’s daughter, Nancy, who died about six months after her mar- 
■ 1 

Col. Charles Lewis’ wife was Sarah Murray, the half sister of 
Charles Cameron, and the latter and his brother George were mem¬ 
bers of Col. Lewis’ regiment in the expedition to Point Pleasant in 
1774. Charles and others were sent out to hunt for game, and when 
he returned he found the battle over and both his brother and brother- 
in-law slain. 

On the 3rd of December, 1776, the Court Martial of Augusta 
county met at the court-house, ami proceeded to choose by ballot 
officers 41 to raise two companies of regulars according to act of assera- 
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bly.° John Syme was chosen Captain of the first company, and 
Charles Cameron First Lieutenant. At a meeting of the Court held 
February i, 1777, it was reported that Capt. Symc had recruited 28 
men and Lieut. Cameron 20. The company was a part of the 10th 
Virginia regiment, commanded by Col. Stevens, and participated in 
the battles of Brandywine and Germantown. On the 3rd of January, 
1778, Lieut. Cameron resigned his commission in the regular army, 
and retired to private life. What his occupation was, we are not in¬ 
formed ; probably he was a farmer and grazier. Early in 1781, he 
was in the military .service again as Captain of Augustu militia under 
Col. Sampson Mathews, in lower Virginia, for a tour of three months. 

In the summer of 1781, he was in the field again os Captain, and was 
present at the battle of Jamestown, or Green Spring, in June, serving 
at this time for two months. His last military service was as commis¬ 
sary of the district composed of Augusta, Rockbridge and Rocking¬ 
ham coantics, for furnishing supplies to the stations in Western Vir¬ 
ginia and aidiug in recruiting for the regular army. After the war he 
became Colonel of militia. 

In 1790. Col. Cameron was a Justice of the Peace for Augusta coun¬ 
ty. At this time he probably lived in the part of Augusts which is 
now Bath county; and when the Utter county was organized, early in 
1791, he was one of the first Justices commissioned by the Governor. 
He was, however, appointed Clerk of the County Court, and his office 
of Justice was vacated. His nephew. Charles L. Francisco, whose 
mother was Mary Murray, succeeded him os clerk, and held the office 
many yean 

In 1793, Col. Cameron married his second wife, Rachel, daughter 
oK'Jlti&h 'Narwtak, who, hke her mother, was dUinauUUd Cor her 
piety. She was the mother of three children, two of whom died in 
infancy. The third, Andrew Warwick Cameron, was bom June 6, 
r8o6. 

Col. Cameron died July 14, 1829. His widow survived till 1858, 
when she was 86 yean of age. 

Col. Andrew W. Cameron, only son of Charles Cameron, removed 
from Bath county to the vicinity of Lexington, in 1840. During the 
fate war between the States, he had four sons in the Confederate army, 
and on the iSth of July. 1861, rode to Lexington to enquire the news. 
The stage coach from Staunton arrived al the Lexington hotel, and 
was surrounded by a crowd of people anxious to hear from the army. 
Col. Cameron being among them. One of the passenger* carried a 
a haded uiinuie rifle, which was accidentally discharged, and the hall 
striking Col. Cameron he was instantly killed. Young William f 
McClung was mortally wounded by the same ball, and a third person 
was somewhat hurt. 

The Rev. William Graham, resigned the office of Rector of 
Liberty Hall, September 25. 1796, and immediately set out on a jour¬ 
ney to the western part of the State, in pursuance of a plan lie had 
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long contemplated. He purchased a large tract of land on the Ohio, 
to which he proposed to invite chosen families who “might live retired, 
in abundance, in Christian intercourse, in the worship of God, 1 ' and 
rear religious and patriotic offspring. He embarked all his means in 
the enterprise, and removed his family to his land of Canaan in the 
wilderness. But he encountered one difficulty after another. People 
whom he most wished to accompany him declined to emigrate, and he 

1 | became involved in litigation. In theconrsc of his business he traveled 
from the Ohio to Richmond on horseback, suffered much from expo¬ 
sure on the way, was taken sick, and died nt the house of Colonel 
Gamble, in Richmond, June 8 , 1799. He was buried in old St. John’s 
church yard. 

Mr. Graham had six children,—the eldest, Jaltab, became a Pres¬ 
byterian poacher, and died early, in Staunton, nt the house of his 
father-in-law, Mr. Peter Heiskell, leaving no child. The youngest 
of Mr. Graham's children, William, became a physician, settled in 
Georgia and left a family. His daughters were Mrs. Murdock and 
Mrs. Braken, of Pennsylvania, and Mrs, Riel, of Kentucky. 


Alexander Nelson was bom in Ireland, January 14, 1749. He 
came to America when a boy of probably ten years of age, and lived 
first in Philadelphia, where he was patronized by the celebrated Rob 
ert Morris, the financier of the Revolution. From Philadelphia he 
came to Richmond, and there engaged extensively in merchandising. 
It is not known nt what date he came to Augusta. Here his business 
was that of a farmer, owning' and living on a large plantation on Lewis' 
creek, six miles from Staunton. From the frequent mention of him in 
the county archives, it is evident that he was a prominent and influen¬ 
tial citizen. He died Jauuary 2, 1834. His wife was a daughter of 
Sampson Mathews, of Staunton. Their children were : Dr. Thomas 
Nelson, of Richmond; John M. Nelson, of Ohio; James Nelson, long one 
of the commissioners of the revenue for the county ; Alexander Frank¬ 
lin Nelson, a highly respectable farmer; Lockhart Nelson, who died 
in Paris while a medical student there; Mrs. Mary Ann Bell, wife of 
Joseph Bell; and Mrs. Elisabeth Montgomery, wife of John Mont¬ 
gomery. 


James Lvlk, the first clerk of the District Court at Staunton, was 
a member of the Rockbridge family of that name, and a brother of 
Capt. William Lyle, long a prominent citizen of Rockbridge. His 
wife was Margaret Baker, from the lower Valley* a cousin of Mrs. 
Judge Stuart, and aunt of Mrs. Judge L. P. Thompson. He died in 
1793, and his wife survived him about forty years. The only child of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle was a daughter named Juliet, who became the wife 
of Abram Smith, of Rockingham. The second wife of Robert S. 
Brooke, of Staunton, was a daughter of Abram and Juliet Smith. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


MADK CP OF 8UXDRIKS. 


We again go back to relate several events of more or less interest. 

All Staunton people know of a cave in the hill formerly called 
"Abney’s Hill,*’ along the northern base of which the Chesapeake A 
Ohio Railroad passes. The entrance to the cave is near the top of the 
hill, immediately opposite the southern termination of New Street, 
and above the Virginia Hotel, where the Washington Tavern once 
stood. It is very rugged and precipitous, and comparatively few per¬ 
sons have made the descent and attempted to explore the cavern. 
Marvelous accounts have sometimes been given of the interior of the 
cave, but the settled belief is that there is nothing there worth going 
to see. In the year 1788, however, the cave became famous as the 
reccpticle of the body of a supposed murdered man. Several reputable 
dtixens of the town were suspected of the crime, and groundless as 
the imputation undoubtedly was, it followed the accused all their sub¬ 
sequent lives. Intelligent and unprejudiced people generally regarded 
the suspicion as the offspring of misconception or tualice, and un¬ 
worthy of credence, 

On May 19. 1788, an inquest was held hy Joseph Bell, Coroner, 
over the body of a human being found in the cave. The body was 
discovered by Michael Grove, John Robinson and Robert Jacob, prob¬ 
ably adventurous boys. The jury was composed of seventeen men. 
John Griffin was foreman, aud among the member* was Michael 
Garber, [doubtless the senior of that name], Samuel Mcrrit, William 
and Hugh McDowell. Francis Huff and John Gorden. The body was 
"much consumed,” hut the jury found that it was the corpse of a 
Vn'we man warned 'N vWvaxn W 'KiWm, Vivo was "VnYvaJcataxA 
Staunton" in November previous, and that he was wilfully murdered 
by some person or persons unknown. 

On the 9th of June, 1788. a majority of the jury were called be¬ 
fore the coroner to consider the matter further, upon the testimony of 
Dr. Alexander Humphreys and William Wardlaw. These witnesses 
testified that in the previous March, Wardlaw and James McPheetem. 
students of Dr. Humphrey*, took up the body of a negro for dissec- 
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tion, and when done with it sewed it in a bag and put it in the cave. 
Wardlaw stated that the body "appeared of an ash color/’ and Dr. 
Humphreys is reported as saying that "after a negro lies some time 
in his grave, the odds cannot be known between him and a white per¬ 
son as to color, and in the state the negro was then, being a state of 
putrescence.” 

Michael Garber and two other members of the jury published the 
record of proceedings of the jury on both occasions, in the Winchester 
Advertiser, alleging in their note to the editor that many of the 
country people desired to sec the testimony and verdict. 

Thereupon, Dr. Humphreys sued Garber for defamation. The 
writ was issued August 8, 1788, and Garber was arrested and went to 
jail, but was released on paying a fee of fifteen shillings. The suit 
was not prosecuted, and, on August 20 , 1789, was discontinued at the 
cost of the plaintiff. 

In September, 1790, Garber brought suit against Humphreys for 
sending him to jail, etc., without legal cause of action. In the course 
of this suit the testimony of Znchariab Taliaferro, a deputy sheriff, 
was taken. He stated that before the suit of Humphreys against 
Garber a report was current that a person had been murdered, whose 
supposed remains were found in a cave near Staunton, and hints were 
thrown out that Dr. Humphreys was privy to the transaction ; that he 
had reason to believe the report originated with, or was propagated 
by Michael Garber; that he believed Dr. Humphreys instituted the 
suit to put a stop to the report, but discontinued it through the per¬ 
suasion of his friends ; and that Garber went to jail M to take an ad¬ 
vantage of the Doctor." The case was decided, September 7, 1791. 
the jury rendering a verdict in favor of Dr. Humphreys. 

It was impossible, however, to stop the report. The rumor went 
afar that a man bad been murdered in the Washington Tavern and 
his body thrown into the cave. Certain splotches on the floor of one 
of the chambers, including the impression of a nnked human foot, were 
supposed to have been made by the blood of the victim. They re¬ 
mained visible to all comers as long as the house stood ; and till the 
tavern was taken down, in 1847, it was common for travellers stopping 
to spend a night, to stipulate that they should not be put in " the 
haunted chamber.” The discoloration of the floor is believed to have 
been made by a slovenly painter or servant. 

The gossips never agreed as to who the murdered man was. Some 
said he was a Kentucky drover returning from the eastern market; 
others that he was a pedler ; and others that he was a dissolute young 
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Englishman. The last-mentioned person is probably the William R. 
Watson named by the coroner's jury. According to the tradition, he had 
been a common loafer in Staunton, but going to England and return¬ 
ing with a large sum of money, was last seen in the Washington 
Tavern. Or a peddler may have been named Watson. No one knows 
who or what the supposed victim was. 

Dr. Humphreys was an intelligent and learned man. and his im¬ 
mediate connections were the first people in the country. He could 
not have used the language attributed to him by the clerk of the in¬ 
quest. Nor would he have ventured to say that the body brought out 
of the cave was that of a negro if the evidence of the hair had been 
against that supposition. Possibly the cranium of the corpse was 
entirely bare, and the jury neither saw nor sought for any hair. One 
tradition has it. however, that the body was headless, just what might 
hAve been expected in regard to the “subject" of young medical 
students. But Watson had disappeared and here are human remains, 
so the jury hasten to declare that the latter are all that can be found 
of the missing man. The ° blood-stained " floor of the tavern cham¬ 
ber of course indicated the scene of the murder, confirming the belief 
of the credulous and malignant, and inspiring the superstitious with a 
great dread of that particular room. 

Within the memory of the writer, the town was thrown into au 
excitement by the discovery by boys of human bone* in the cave ; but 
by that time the community was prepared to believe that they were 
thrown in by medical students, of whom there were always some in 
town in thf first forty years of the century. 


During the last decade of the 18th century ,-^-how long before and 
how long alter we have not inquired,—horse-stealing was a capital 
offence in Virginia, and many persons convicted of the crime were 
se ntenc ed ia death. It would seem from documents printed in 
the Calendar of Virginia State Papm . that in every case the sentence 
was followed by a petition, more or less numerously signed, asking the 
Governor to pardon the condemned, which shows that popular senti¬ 
ment was not in favor of inflicting the death penalty.* At any rate 
we -kpow of only one hanging for horse-stealing, and that was at 



nt 


The name of the unhappy man was John Bullitt, the black 
sheep'* of a moat respectable family. He was arrested in Rocking¬ 
ham county. At that time, and for long afterwards, white persons 


* The State penitentiary wm not opened till March, lbOO. 
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accused of felony were arraigned before a Court of five J ustices of the 
Peace, who heard the testimony and either discharged the accused or 
held him for trial before a higher tribnnal, first the District Court, and 
afterwards the Superior Court for the county. The '* Examining 
Court ' ' of Rockingham sent Bullitt on for trial before the District 
Court, and in October, 1790, he was committed to jail in Staunton, 
lie lay in jail the following winter, 41 without a spark of fire and hut 
little bed covering,” as stated in the petition for his pardon. At April 
term, 1791, of the District Court, only one Judge attended, and the 
prisoner claimed a continuance till the next term. By the time the 
September term arrived, the Commonwealth’s Attorney had discovered 
that the crime was committed in Augusta, and therefore that the 
Justices of Rockingham had not jurisdiction of the case. The indict¬ 
ment which had been found was dismissed, and the prisoner re-com¬ 
mitted for re-examination in Augusta. 

With the prospect of another cold winter before him, to say noth¬ 
ing of the gallows in prospect, Bullitt broke jail and fled. We next 
hear of him tinder arrest in Fauquier county, in May, 1793. It would 
seem that after his escape from jail he enlisted, or was believed to have 
enlisted, as a soldier iu the United States army, and was arrested in 
Fauquier as a deserter. lie was about to be discharged, however, 
when Mr. Archibald Stuart, the Commonwealth’s Attorney for 
Augusta, hearing of his arrest, .sent for him by a man named Rhodes. 
Mr. Stuart said, in a letter to the Governor, dated May 23rd, that he 
was anxious for Bullitt to be brought to trial as there was “an illib¬ 
eral suspicion among ye people,” that his escape from the Staunton 
jail " was favored by all concerned, being ye brother of a Judge.* 

The Examining Court of Augusta sat on the 26th of August, 
*793* consisted of Alexander Robertson, Alexander St. Clair, 
Robert Douthat, William Moffett and Alexander Humphreys, “Gentle¬ 
men Justices.” Bullitt was charged with “feloniously stealing and 
carrying away from the plantation of John Nichols, Sr., on the 18th 
day of September, 1790, a gray horse of the price of thirty pounds, 
and other property belonging to said Nichols of the value of five 
pounds. Total value of the stolen property Upon the 

testimony of John Nichols, Sr., John Nichols, Jr., Jesse Atkinson and 

# II has been stated In print that the brother was holding court in Bath 
county at the time of BuUitt’s conviction or execution. This is a mistake. No 
court presided over by “ a Judge #t was held in lh«th till years afterwards. Bat 
Cuthbert Bullitt, of Prince William county, who died in 1790, waa a Judge of the 
Supreme Court of Virginia. 
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George Sc*, the prisoner was sent on for trial before the District Court 
"to be holdeti at Staunton, on the 2nd day of Sept cm tier next/' 

When the District Court met, the Commonwealth's Attorney filed 
an indictment against Bullitt, and he was tried by the following jury : 
Hugh Gilkcaon, Edward Rutledge, John Emmet, Gabriel Alexander, 
Samuel Long, John Young. Samuel McCutchen, Robert Hanna, Walter 
Davis, John Pongc, Daniel Finland, and William Chambers, The 
jury found the prisoner guilty, and on the 12th of September lie was 
sentenced by the Court to be hung on Friday, October iM, 1793, be* 
tween 10 A. M. and 2 P. M. The order book of the court has disap¬ 
peared, and wc cannot tell which of the Judges presided, and what 
lawyer defended the prisoner. 

Popular sympathy was slow in moving. It was not till the 12th 
of October that Robert Gamble wrote to Governor Lee, enclosing a 
petition for Bullitt's pardon. The petition was signed by eighty-eight 
citizens, among them Alexander McClanahan. Jacob Kinney, William 
Breckinridge, Vincent Tapp. M. Garber, Sr. and Jr., William Abney, 
Moses McCne. Alexander St. Clair, John McDowell, Robert Bailey, 
Alexander Nelson, Robert McClanahan, Smith Thompson, ond James 
Bowyer, Tradition says that Bullitt was feeble-minded; that young 
Nichols loaned him the horse, but feared to avow it to his father, a 
harsh man ; and that the condemned man was returning with the 
horse when first arrested. The petition makes no such statements. 
It admits Bullitt's guilt, nnd says he was a man of bad character; but 
pleads that he has suffered much, part of the time in irons, was 
"extremely penitent/ 9 ami promised reformation. The Governor 
was inexorable, _ 

The County Court, at its session on October 16th, ordered the 



sheriff to erect a gallows M at the fork of the roads leading from 
Staunton to Miller's iron works and to Peter Hanger'#»" ond that, the 
order says, '* shall be considered as the place of execution of all con¬ 
demned persons in future, which may by law be executed by the 
sheriff of Augusta.' 9 Evidently the court anticipated a brisk business 
in that line. The fork of the roads alluded to is the point to the 
northern part of the town where Augusta and New streets unite. The 
spot was then in the woods, and a log house built there afterwards 
was long occupied by the Gorden family. There Bullitt paid the 
penalty of his life for s paltry offence on the i8th of October. 

It Is related that the Rev. John McCue was present at the exe¬ 
cution, nnd betrayed great emotion. The popular feeling was long 
expressed by a saying often repeated to puzzle children : "That if a 
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person would go to John Gordcn's house and say, 'John Bullitt, 
what were you hung for ? * he would say nothing/ f 

The gallows at the place described gave to all the northern part 
of Staunton the name of Gallowstown. 

The late James Bell, a young man of twenty-one in 1793, was 
deputy sheriff that year, and officiated at the execution. 

The County Court, on October 15, 1793. ordered their clerk 
(Jacob Kinuey) to purchase a bell for the courtliou.se, which, wc 
J believe, Ls the one still in use. 


The main incidents in the life of George Mathews have been 
given already. He is one of the most unique and interesting of the 
natives of Augusta county. The life of his second wife is also full of 
interest. 


The maiden name of Mrs. Mathews was Margaret Cunuingliam. 
She was the daughter of John Cunningham, who owned, and probably 
lived in, the low wooden house which formerly stood on the southwest 
comer of Augusta street and Spring I«ane» (Irish Alley.) Until taken 
down to make way for the present brick structure, it was said to be 
the oldest house in Staunton. The lot was designated as No. 1, in 
the original plan of the town, in 1747. The wife of John Cunning¬ 
ham and mother of Margaret is believed to have been a Miss Davis, 
sister of the first Walter Davis. The other children of John Cunning¬ 
ham and wife were, Mrs. Burns, wife of Major Robert Burns, and 
mother of Mrs. Dr. Waterman of Rockingham ; Mrs. Smith, wife of 
Capt, John Smith, and mother of Mrs. Michael Garber and Mrs. 
Moses McCue; and Capt. Walter Cunningham, who removed to 
Kentucky in 1788. / 

. Margaret Cunningham was born in, or a little before, 1747. hav- 
fug been baptized by the Rev. John Craig in that year. Nothing is 
known of her early life, except that, according to tradition, on one 
occasion of an alarm about Indians, she mounted a horse, and, doubt¬ 
less with others, fled across the Blue Ridge. 

After attaining womanhood, she became the wife of Robert Reed, 
at what date is not known, but it was after 1765. Mr. Reed was the 
son of •• John Reed of the Kingdom of Ireland," as he is described in 
iJbF paper* rJ j up nW JDuft J/> hr jnzg&eweri. MfJP}' after r&itests 

of Staunton in his day, he was a tavern keeper. He was also the 
owner of 740 acres of land adjoining the town and a house and lot in 
town. In the evening of the first Sunday in December, 1775, the 
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( young preacher McMillan rode from the Stone church to town with 
Mrs. Reed, and lodged at her house. 

Mr. Reed died in October, 1787, intestate and without issue. 
Having no heirs-at-law capable of inheriting his real estate, it escheated 
to the Commonwealth, subject to the widow’s dower interest; but in 
1789, the Legislature passed an act granting the property to Mrs. 
Reed. Mr. Reed, however, had a brother John and two half-sisters, 
Mrs. William Reed and Mrs. William Buchanan, and the descendants 
of one or more of these relatives, after Mrs. Reed'n second marriage, 
instituted proceedings to obtain the property, but did uot succeed, 
f Up to the time of her second marriage, Mrs. Reed seems to have 
I led a quiet and happy life. Her troubles began when she became the 
1 wife of Gen. George Mathews, At the time of the marriage, General 
Mathews was a member of Congress , then holding its sessions in 
Philadelphia. He had been Governor of Goorj?i*. and afterward* 
held that office for another term. The marriage took place in Staun¬ 
ton. September 29. 1790, the ceremony being performed by the Rev. 

■ Archibald Scott. 

When married the second time. Mrs. Mathews was at least 43 
years of age. She accompanied the General to Philadelphia, and from 
there to Georgia; and by the year 1793, «criou» trouble had arisen 
between the couple. The General was notoriously irritable and impe¬ 
rious, and his wife was probably not without a will of her own. There 
is Incidental proof that General Mathews got up some feeling of 
jealousy, but from Mrs. Mathews’ well-known high character, there 
was, doubtless, no ju^t cause for it. Col. John Stuart, of Greenbrier, 
was a half-brother of General Mathews' first wife, and in a letter writ¬ 
ten by him to his sister, Mrs. Woods, of Albemarle, he speaks of trouble 
brewing in Georgia,—says that Richard Mathews hud been down 
there, and alludes vaguely to other admirers of Mrs. Mathews. Rich¬ 
ard Mathews was a I ache lor, who lived near Union church, Augusta 
county, a great dandy in his day, very pedantic, and probably a cousin 
of George Mathews. 

In September, 1793. Mrs. Mathews, her two step-danghtens and a 
step-son, came to Staunton on a visit. One of the daughters was Mrs. 
Ann Blackburn, who was married, in Staunton, to Gen. Samuel Black- 
burn,* by Mr. Scott, August 28, 1785. The party traveled in a car¬ 
riage, and while pacing through Botetourt county, one of Mrs. 
Mathews' ribs was broken by a jolt. For many weeks she was laid 

• On, RlncVtrorn gat hi* title in Georgia. He wiw called General Wore he 
returned to Virginia to live. 
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up at the house of her sister. Mrs. Smith, in Augusta. When able to 
travel she went to the house of her niece, Mrs. Waterman, in Harris¬ 
onburg, mainly to receive attention from Dr. Waterman as a physi¬ 
cian, and there she was confined to her bed for several months. 
During all this time no letter passed between her and her husband, 
although he had written to various friends in Augusta. He had 
assumed control of all her property, collecting rents through his agent, 
Major Grattan, a merchant in Staunton. He, however, instructed 
Major Grattau to supply his wife with whatever necessaries she might 
need. 

The long silence between the husband and wife was broken by a 
notice served on her that he intended to apply to the Legislature of 
Georgia for an act of divorce. Then the letters between Staunton 
and Georgia flew fast and thick. They almost rivaled in number and 
style of composition the letters of Governor Dinwiddie. Whether any 
charge other than desertion was preferred, is not stated in any of the 
letters or papers on file. The General required her to return, 
acknowledge her error, and perform her duties as his wife ; and, 
thereupon, he would not press his application for divorce. She 
charged him with cruelty, and was not willing to trust her life in his 
hands. He subscribed himself, " Your persecuted husband,” and she 
styled herself, “Your afflicted wife.” He reminded her of her 
marriage vow and the love she professed for him the night lie 
escorted her "from the ball at the courthouse;** and over and over 
protested his innocence of any wrong. He charged that she, while 
living in Georgia, had poisoned the minds of his servants, so that he 
was afraid to take food from their hands. She intimated that he 
wished to get rid of her in order to marry another woman. Many 
other persons were drawn into the correspondence, and fetters were 
written to and by Mr. St. Clair, Colonel Gamble, Major Grattan and 
others. 

Mrs. Mathews employed John Coalter , afterwards the Judge, as 
her counsel. By his advice, she applied to Major Grattan for money 
to defend herself, but he was not authorized to furnish her money " to 
prosecute a suit against her husband,’ and refused her request. By 
the benevolence of friends, she procured means to send Mr. Coalter to 
Georgia to protect her interests. He had interviews with General 
Mathews, who refused to appoint any time for bringing the matter 
before the Legislature. Thereupon, Mr. Coalter petitioned the Legis¬ 
lature, as a court having jurisdiction, to require the General to furnish 
alimony to his wife. What came of this application, and whether, 
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indeed, a divorce was actually granted by the Legislature, we do not 
know.* At one time Mrs. Blackburn called on her step-mother, in 
Staunton, and by her father’s direction demanded and received a pair 
of silver spouti* and a breastpin Mrs. Mathews had brought from 
Georgia. She complained that his children had not treated her with 
r ea ped, and lie, that she had neglected the children. One letter from 
Georgia is written in good style. It purported to be from a female 
slave who professed ardent love for " Miss Margaret,” and entreated 
her to return—that •• master” was very melancholy and very amiable; 
but threatened, if she did uot come back, to rent the plantation, hire 
out the slaves, and join the army, f She added that her master never 
would return the property, as it was a small compensation for all he 
had su/Tercd. General Blackburn was sent in a carriage to escort 
Mm. Mathews to Georgia, but she refused to go. Col. Gamble 
assured her by letter thAt money to take her home, was at her com¬ 
mand. In one of his let tern. General Mathews wrote that she knew 
why he could not come to Virginia, implying a physical disability. 
He suggested that the get her uncle Davis to come with her as her 
friend and adviser. She replied that •• uncle Davis M was too old, and 
•the had no friend she could ask to accompany her. He charged in 
several letters that his wife’s sister. Mrs. Bums, was at the bottom of 
the trouble, her motive being to secure for her own children, Mm. 
Mathew*’ estate Instead of going "home," Mrs. Mathews went to 
the Sweet Springs, then in Botetourt county, to recruit her health, 
friends having furnished money, etc., for the purpose. 

Finally, Mrs. Mathews brought suit in the County Court of Au¬ 
gusta to obtain possession of her estate, and from papers filed in the 
cause, (Mathews vs. Mathews,) we have obtained most of the fore¬ 
going fads. The depositions of many witnesses were taken, chiefly 

•An act divotcing the couple »o passed by the Georgia Legislature, 
February IS. 1797. 

fOu the 7th of March, 1796, General Mathew* wrote to President Washing¬ 
ton, eipeuing a drain* to leave the country, and requesting a testimonial “of 
character and conduct in public appointment*." He wrote another letter on the 
19th of August following, in which hr acknowledged the President** reply, and 
statrd that he had yielded to the protest of hi* friends against hia scheme 
of repatriation. From the proceeding* of the Senate, however, be learned that a 
Governor waa to hr appointed M for the Natchci district OU the Mississippi," and 
solicited the appointment for himself. Washington went out of office before any 
appointment waa made, hut hi* successor, President John Adams, nominated 
General Matter wi for tha office, a* we have seen in the sketch of Idm elsewhere. 
The litters referred to arc on hlc in the State Deportment at Washington. 
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to show that Mrs, Mathews could not haw returned to Georgia, on 
account of the condition of her health. Among the witnesses was 
Mrs. Ann Nelson, a daughter of Sampson Mathews, and niece of 
General Mathews, who testified that she had heard her cousin, Ann 
Blackburn, declare that her step-mother was M capable of any wicked- 
newi.*’ On the other hand, a paper was filed, signed by thirty 
persons, including all the Presbyterian ministers in the county, testi¬ 
fying that Mrs. Mathews was, and always had been, eminently 
respectable. The ministers were, Archibald Scott. John McCue, 
William Wilson and John Brown, each of whom appended to his 
signature the initials V. D. M. (I'trbt Dii Minister,) Among other 
signers were Mr. St. Clair, Judge Stuart, Jacob Kinney and 
Samuel Clarke, the last of whom married a daughter of Sampson 
Mathews. Evidently, the sympathy of the community was in behalf 
of the lady. But as far as the correspondence goes. General Mathews 
cannot be convicted of wrong-doing. She misconstrued some of his 
expressions, and in one or two instances unjustly accused him. 
He charged that she had excited the hostility of his servants against 
him, and yet. strangely, wished her to return and resume her proper 
relations with him. 

It would seem that General Mathews did not defend the suit. 
At any rate, a judgment or decree was entered in her favor, in 1796. 
She resumed her former name and lived till 1827, her will being 
proved in the County Court at Decemlxrr term of that year. She 
resided in a long wooden house, one and a half stories high, on 
the south side of Beverley street, near Water street, where the 
“ Crowle Building M now stands (1892). 

No one was more respected by the best people of Staunton than 
Mrs. Reed. Many persons not related to her testified their respect 
and affection by calling her “Aunt Read." 


The Stuakts. 

In former times this name was often written Stewart, in accord¬ 
ance with the original Scotch mode. 

Five or more persons of the name were among the early settlers 
of Augusta county. One of these (James Stuart) died intestate in 
1758. He was probably the father of John Sttmrl, "of the Middle 
River of Shcnandoc.” whose will was admitted to record August 21, 
1771. whose wife was Mary, und whose children were John, James, 
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Jane. Mary, and Elizabeth. Another John Stnnrt died in 1790, 
probably ton of the former, and in his will mention is made of his 
wife (Frances) and children—Mary, Margaret, and Samuel. Dr. 
Peachy R. Harrison, of Rockingham, married Jane, daughter of John 
Stuart of the Stone Church, or Middle River neighborhood, and of no 
other member of this particular family have we any account. 

Three other early settlers named Stuart—Archibald, David, and 
John—arc Ulievcd to have been brothers, and of these and their de¬ 
scendants we have the following information : 

ARCHIBALD Stuart, n native of Ireland, having been engaged in 
aoroc disturbance In his native country', fled to America, haying his 
family behind. After living in Pennsylvania for some time, he was re¬ 
lieved by a genera/ amnesty, and sending for bh family came with 
them to Augusta in t;tl. His wife was Janet Brown, a sister of the 
Rev. John Brown, of New Providence. He died in 1759 - His 
children were three sons, Thomas, Alexander and Benjamin, and a 
daughter. Eleanor. 

1. Tktmat Stuart married Elizabeth Moore, and had nine chil¬ 
dren. Hi* sons were— 

t. James, who settled in Tennessee. 

a, Thomas an officer in the United States army. 

3. Robert, who settled in Botetourt. 

Among his daughters were— 

t Misa Jenny Stuart, baptized by the Rev. John Craig in 1747 * 
lived in Staunton to a great age, and left a considerable estate which 
she had managed with masculine energy and skill. She owned and 
resided on the lot at the southeast comer of Beverley ami Augusta 
streets. She also owned the lot at the northeast corner of Frederick 
and Lewia streets, where her barn and stable were, and many acres 
near the town In early life she recovered heavy damages from her 
cousin, Dr. Isaac Hull, the first of that name and title, in n suit for 
breach of marriage contract, which was the foundation of her l 
fortune. 

2 . Julia, first wife of Captain William Lyle, of Rockbridge, and 
mother of the late Mr*. Dr. Henry RufFner, of Lexington, and others. 

3. Mary wife of James Moffett, of Augusta, and mother of (1) 
John Moffett, (3) William Moffett. (3) Betsy, wife of John McClana- 
hnn, (4) Robert S. Moffett, (5) Jane, wife of Dr. John K. Moore, (6) 
Mary, wife of Alexander T. Barclay, (7) Thomas Moffett, and (8) 
Julia, wife of William Paxton. 

4. Elizabeth, wife of Captain William Paxton, of Rockbridge, 
had five children among them the late Mrs. Alexander S. Hall, of 
Staunton. 

II, Alexander Stuari —the Major Stuart of the Revolution. He 
died when nearly ninety years of age. His first wife was Mary 
Patterson, whose children were— 

1, Archibald, the Judge, whose wife was Eleanor Briscoe, of 

Marytand 
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2 . Robert, of Rockbridge, whose wife was Elizabeth McCIung. 
He was the father of the Intc Major Alexander B. Stuart, and died in 
1827. 

3. Frances, wife of John Lyle, of Rockbridge* ami mother of Mrs. 
John McDowell, who for many wars lived near Staunton. 

4. Jane, wife of Alexander Walker. 

5. Mary, wife of Alexander Hall, and mother of the late Alexan¬ 
der S. Hall, of Staunton. Dr. Isaac Hall, Jr., and others. 

6. Elizabctfo flii ^ • “ * - * * 

7. Eleanor. 

Major Stuart’s second wife was Mrs. Mary Paxton, widow of 
Samuel Paxton, by whom she had a son named Samuel. Her maiden 
name was Mary Moore, mid she was an aunt of the Mary Moore who 
is known as “the Captive of Abb's Valley.” Her Stuart children 
were James, Priscilla, (wife of Benjamin Hall), Alexander and Benja¬ 
min. Alexander was Judge of the United Slates Court in Missouri, 
father of Hon. Archibald Stuart, of Patrick county, and grandfather 
of General J. E. B. Stuart of Confederate fame. 

III. Benjamin Stuart, whose children were— 

1. Major Archibald Stuart, the Captain Stuart of the warof 1812. 
His sons werc^Audrew and Benjamin. 

2. John, who removed to Indiana. 

3. Mr.s. Nancy Alexander, mother of Dr. Cyrus Alexander. 

4. Mrs. Mnry McCIung. 

5. Mrs Bettie Allen, second wife of Dr. James Allen. 

IV. Eleanor , daughter of Archibald and Janet Stuart, married 
Edward Hall, a native of North Ireland, who came to the Valley in 
1736, and settled on South river, six miles above Waynesborough. They 
were married April 24, 1744, and had ten children, several of whom 
died young. Those who lived to maturity were— 

1. Isaac Hall, Sr., bom May 12, 1747, and studied medicine in 
Scotland. He jilted his cousin, Miss Jenny Stuart, and suffered the 
penalty, as stated. His wife was Martha Evcrard. of Petersburg, 
where he resided. 

2. Sally Hall, born December 19, 1751. and married Captain 
Jatucr* T^te, who irm killed in the battle of Ouilford. She afterwards 

married Hugh Fulton. 

3. Thomas Hall, born August 31, 1754.—twice married. 

4. Elizabeth Hall, bom December 27, 1756, married Colonel 
Andrew Fulton. Judge Andrew Fulton, of Wythe, and John H. 
Fulton, M. C„ of the Wythe District, were sons of Andrew and 
Elizabeth Fulton. 

5. Alexander Hall, bora May 24, 1759, inherited his father's 
homestead. Married his cousin, Mary Patterson Stuart, daughter of 
Major Alexander Stuart* and sister of Judge Archibald Stuart. Among 
his children were Mrs. Eleanor Douglass, Alexander S. Hall, Dr. 
Isaac Hall, Jr., and others. 
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6. Benjamin Hall, born February 17. 1765, married his cousin, 
Priscilla Stuart, and removed to Missouri. 

7. John Hall, bom May 31,1767, settled in North Carolina, and 
was a Judge of the Supreme Court of that State. 


Davtd Sn^ART. —Withers states in his Border Warfare that a 
John Stuart married the widow of John Paul, and came to Virginia in 
17**^. with Governor Dinwiddie, It was David Stuart, however, Cap¬ 
tain and Colonel Stuart of the Indian wars, who married the widow 
Paul. It is stated that John Paul was killed during the rebellion in 
Scotland, in 1745. He left two sons, one of whom was a Catholic 
priest in Maryland, and the other Capt. Audley Paul; and two daugh¬ 
ters, Atm and Mary. According to tradition, David Stuart and the 
widow Paul were married iu Wales, and her children came with her 
to America. 

If David Stuart ever was a protege of Diuwiddie, he soon lost the 
Governor's good-wtll, as many of the Dinwiddie letters express great 
dislike to Stuart. The probability is that Stuart had no personal 
connection with Governor Dinwiddie. He certainly settled in the 
Valley long before Dinwiddic became Governor of the Colony. A 
David Stnart. an adult, was baptized by Mr. Craig January at, 1747 . 

M alter profession of faith and obedience.” Colour} gtyart ^aid to ** 
have V»i hialifcJ ^MlluWuiag in the flYT ~ 

The will of David Stuart was admitted to record March 19, 1767. 

It was written by himself, and its meaning is doubtful in several 
particular*. The testator mentioned his wife Margaret, hi* son John, 
his daughter* M Selling “ [Sabina] and Elizabeth, and his wife's 
daughter, Mary M Pall M [Paul]. The will appointed William Lewis 
and George Mathcwi* executors ; but the former declining to serve, 
Mathew* and Andrew Lewis qualified as administrators with the will 
annexed. 


Ann Paul was the wife of George Mathews. Her sister, Mar}', 
did not marry, 

I. John Stuart . son of David, is well known as Colonel John 
Stuart, of Greenbrier. He was born in Augusta, March 27, 1749. 
[JohnMon’a Old Clerks], If the date of bis birth is correctly given, he 
wa* only twenty year* of age when he, with Robert McClanahan. 
Thomas Renick and William Hamilton, wenj^t a Greenbrier, in 1769, 
and made the first permanent settlemen^rtTthat region. McClanahan 
was only a few month* older. Stuart was a Captain in Colonel Flem¬ 
ing's regiment at Point Pleasant, in 1774. In 1778, a party of Indi¬ 
ans assailed Fort Donnally, eight miles north of the site of Lewisburg, j 
then called Fort Union. Stuart was at the latter place, and organizing 
a force, went to the relief of Donually. The Indian* were defeated, f 
and never again invaejed that region. 

After the onpHffzation of Greenbrier county Colonel Stuart wn* 
appointed Clerk of the County Court, and held the office from 1780 
until 1807. At the end of the first deed-book he copied hi* ' Memoir,” 
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from which we have made copious extracts His wife was Agatha, 
daughter of Thomas Lewis, and widow of Captain John Frogg, w ho 
was killed at Point Pleasant, to whom he was married in 1778. His 
W death occurred August 23, 1823. He had four children, viz : 

1. Margaret, wife of Andrew Lewis, of Mason county, a son of 
Colonel Charles Lewis. 

2. Jane, wife of Robert Crockett, of Wythe county, and mother 
of the late Charles S. Crockett and of the first wife of Judge James E. 
Brown, of Wythe, [Judge Brown was a son of Judge John Brown, 
the first Cliancellor of the Staunton District, and was reared at 
Stauuton. His second wife was a daughter of Judge Alexander 
Stuart. Her only son ( Alexander Stuart Brown), who died early, 
WHS a young man of brilliant promise.] 

3. Charles A. Stuart, whose wife was Elizabeth Robinson. 

4. Lewis Stuart, married Sarah Lewis, of Bath county, a grand¬ 
daughter of Colonel Charles Lewis. He succeeded his father as 
clerk in 1807, and died in 1837. His children were five sons—John, 
Charles A*, Lewis, Henry, and John—and four daughters. One of 
his daughters was the wife of the late Samuel Price, at one time 
Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia, and afterwards United States Sena¬ 
tor from West Virginia. The others were Mrs. A. W G. Davis, Mrs. 
Charles L. Peyton, and Mrs, James W. Davis. 

II. Sabina Stuart, daughter of David Stuart, married first a 
Wilson, and secondly a Williams. Her daugliter, Margaret Lytin 
Williams, married Thomas Creigh, and w’us the mother of (1) David 
Creigh, (2) Dr. Thomas Creigh, (3) Mrs. Watson, wife of Judge 
Watson, of Charlottesville, (4) Mrs. John R. Woods, (5) Mrs. Pres¬ 
ton, wife of the Rev. David Preston. 

III. Elizabeth Stuart , daughter of David Stuart, married Colonel 
Richard Woods, of Albemarle. 

John Stuart. —The Rev. Robert Stuart, of Kentucky, in n 
brief memoir found among his papers after his death, states that his 
grand-parents came from the north of Ireland and settled on Walker's 
Creek, in Borden's tract. Mr. Stuart w f as born in 1772 and distinctly 
remembered his grandmother. He does not mention the names of his 
grand-parents. They brought with them to America an infant son 
named John. Another son was Lorn here, but died young, ami there 
w ere no other children. 

We find from old deeds that John Stuart and Robert Stuart w r ere 
among the early settlers in ' Borden’s tract,* ’ and that their lands 
were contiguous. Of Robert we have no other information. Me 
may have been the father of the John Stuart just mentioned 
and grandfather of the Rev. Robert Stuart, but the descendants of the 
latter think the grandfather was named John. 

Benjamin Borden, Sr., who died in 1742, sold several tracts of 
land to John Stuart. One of these was not conveyed till Benjamin 
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Borden, Jr., made the deed, in 1752. The tract is described as 313 
acres, being a part of Borden's 0 large grant of 92,100 acres.** A 
John Stuart—no doubt the person just mentioned—was oue of the 
signers to the call to the Rev. John Brown, in 1752, to become 
pastor of Timber Ridge and New Providence churches. 

Next we find that Joseph Mays conveyed to John Stuart a half 
acre lot in Staunton in 1757. lot No. 3 at southwest corner of Beverley 
and Augusta streets. On September 6, 1762, John Stuart and Sarah, 
his wife, conveyed one-half of the lot to Thomas I^wis, Andrew 
Lewis and William Preston. Stuart then lived on the other half, as 
appears from the deed. The part retained in 1762 was conveyed by 
Stuart and wife, in 1764, to Israel Christian. In 1765 John Stuart 
executed to David Stuart a bill of sale for a negro woman and child 
and four feather beds. 


The John Stuart, who was a party to the various deeds referred 
to, is presumed to have been the same person who settled in Borden's 
tract, and the reputed brother of Archibald and David Stuart. His 
permanent home was on Walker's Creek, six miles west of Browns* 
burg. During Indian times his dwelling was fortified to resist at¬ 
tack*, and several Lnehaber oxes and other ancient weapons arc still 
preserved by his descendants. It would seem that, feeling insecure 
on Walker's Creek, he removed to Staunton in or about the year 1757, 
and remained there till 1764 or 1765, when the Indian wars of that 
period were over. 

John StH*r 1 % only child of his parents, was lorn in 1740 and suc¬ 
ceeded to his father s estate. He married Elizabeth Walker and 
lived and died 011 Walker's Creek. During the Revolutionary war he 
served as a soldier, and at the battle of Guilford was an officer. Ac¬ 
cording to a family tradition, he visited Ireland in 1786 ami brought 
hack with him a considerable sum of money. He died in 1831, when 
fully ninety years of age His children were— 

1. Jumes Stuart, who when a youth server! in the American army 
at Yorktown, He settled at Orangeburg, S. C., and became wealthy. 
Marrying a widow lady, originally Miss Ann Sabb, he had one child, 
who became the wife of William L. Lewis, a grandson of Colonel 
William Lewi* and great grand-on of John Lewis. His grandson, Dr. 
James Stuart I«cwis v lives in Florida. 

2. Mary Slnart. daughter of John and Elizabeth, married William 
Walker and had three sons and two daughters. Her descendants are 
Walkers, Rowans, Browns, Stricklers, etc. 

3 John Stuart, married Virginia Wardlaw and removed to Mis¬ 
souri. 


4. Robert Stuart, D. D., born in 1772. educated at Liberty Hall 
Academy and Washington College, licensed os a Presbyterian minis¬ 
ter in 1795. **nd went to Kentucky before the year 1800. For some 
years he was a professor iu Transylvania University. He died iu 
1856. His wife was Hannah Todd, daughter of General Levi Todd. 
Among his children were John Todd Stuart, a distinguished citizen of 
Illinois; Robert Stuart, of Missouri; the Rev. David Stuart, one of 
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whose sons, (Rev. John T. Stuart, is a missionary in China ; and the 
Rev. S. D. Stuart, of Abingdon, Virginia. The only son of the last 
named (Addison Waddell Stuart), a noble youth, died in the Confed¬ 
erate army in 1863, in the eighteenth year of his age. 

5. Joseph Stuart, died of yellow fever in Charleston, S. C., un¬ 
married. 

6. Hugh Stuart, married Betsy Walker and lived ott Walker's 
Creek. He was the father of Mrs. Andrew Patterson. 

7. Alexander Stuart, married a Miss Walker and lived on Walk¬ 
er’s Creek. He had no children. 

8. Walker Stuart, married Mary McClure and lived at the ances¬ 
tral home. He had four sons, (John H., William W.. Alexander and 
James J.); and one daughter, Mary, wife of James Brown. W. C. 
Stuart, of Lexington, is a son of James J. Stuart; and the Rev. C. G. 
Brown, a missionary in Japan, is a son of James and Mary Stuart 
Brown. 

The male descendants of Judge Archibald Stuart ure nearly 
extinct. His oldest son, Thomas Jefferson Stuart, had two sons, both 
of whom died young. The elder of the two, Colonel William D. 
Stuart, was mortally wounded at the battle of Gettysburg. 

The Hon. Alexander H. H. Stuart, Judge Stuart's fourth and 
youngest son, had three sons, all of whom were cut off in the prime of 
life and unmarried. The eldest, Briscoe Baldwin Stuart, cal led for his 
maternal grandfather, Jndgc Briscoe G. Baldwin, was a lawyer of great 
promise. He was about to marry a young lady of Louisiana, and in 
1859, while on his way to consummate the engagement, the Mississip¬ 
pi steamboat, on which he was a passenger, was blown up, and he was 
so badly scalded that he died in a short time. His age was only 
twenty-three. The next son, Alexander H, H., Jr., (called Sandy), 
while a cadet at the Virginia Military Institute, participated in the 
battle of New Market and continued in the military service till the 
war ended. He then entered the University of Virginia as a student 
and pursued his studies with great success; but at the close of the 
session of 1867, he contracted fever and died in July following, aged 
twenty-one years. The third son, Archibald Gerard, a talented young 
lawyer, died in 1885, aged twenty-seven, after a protracted period of 
ill-health. While a student at the University, he achieved great dis¬ 
tinction, being awarded “the debater's medal 99 by the Jefferson 
Society. 

John A. Stuart, a highly respectable farmer of Augusta county , 
who also was with the cadets at New Market, is a son of Archibald P. 
Stuart, Judge Stuart’s secoud son. 



CHAPTER XV. 

FROM 1800 TO J8ri, 

Before the year 1800, Staunton was thronged every summer and 
fall with people going to and returning from “The Springs/’ The 
Warm and Sweet Springs were then much frequented by invalids and 
pleasure seekers. 

Dr. William Boys, long a prominent physician in Staunton, and 
the first physician of the Western Lunatic Asylum, came here from 
Philadelphia about the beginning of the last century, having 
received his professional education in Edinburgh, Scotland. Uc was 
a cousin of John Boys, heretofore mentioned, and their wives were sis¬ 
ters. daughters of Alexander St. Clair.* 

From the books of the commissioners of the revenue Cor the year 
1800, we obtain some interesting facts. The number of tithables in 
the county, including Staunton, was 3,236. The number of horses 
was 6.088. The cattle were not listed. Four-wheeled riding carriages 
were taxed, bat gigs were not; and the number of the former in the 
county was exactly two, vis: Thomas Martin’s stage.' 1 and Archi¬ 
bald Stuart's 0 chariot." The total tax was #1,557.78. 

Twenty-five merchants doing business in the county, paid license 
tax the Mime year, and among them appear the still familiar names of 
John McDowell, Jacob Swoope, Andrew Barry, John Wayt, Joseph 
Cowan, Alexander St. Clair, Peter Hanger and others. 

Joseph Cowan was a conspicuous citizen of the county for many 
years, although he never held any public office, except that of treas¬ 
urer of the Western Lunatic Asylum. He was a native of the north 
of Ireland, and possessed all the characteristics of his race in a promi¬ 
nent degree. There was no bank in Staunton during his time, and he 
acted as banker for many citizens of the county. His store was a 

• Another daughter of Alexander St. Clair was the wife of Captain Robert 
WUlUrtuott, a sea captain in the mercantile service, and by birth a Scotchman. 
Captain Williamson spent moat of bia life on the ocean, voyaging to and from 
Chioa. Archangel, and other foreign countries. HU family milled in rhilailel- 
phia till the vrar of 1812 banished trading vessels from the sea. lie then removed 
to SUunton ami engaged in merchandising, in partnership, at different times, 
with Mr. Cowan ami Captain John C, Sowers. UcU described as a man of vig* 
orom mLml, exemplary character, and ardently religious. HU death occurred in 
1828 . 
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favorite place of resort for elderly men. He was an elder in the Pres- 
byteriau church, and very rigid in his observance of the Sabbath day. 

Dr. Alexander Humphreys, who died in Staunton, in 1802, and 
whose family afterwards removed to Kentucky, seems to have been the 
solitary practising physician iu the county in 1800. Still the lawyers 
were not listed by Commissioners of the Revenue. General Samuel 
Blackburn was living here, and was at the zenith of his fame as an ad¬ 
vocate. He afterwards removed to his estate, called the Wilderness, 
in Bath county, where be spent the latter years of his life. 

J Another citizen of the county, in 1800, must not be omitted. 
fV The Rev. John Glcndy, D. D., was bom in Londonderry, Ireland, 
June 24, 1755, and educated at the University of Glasgow. For 
several years he was pastor of a Presbyterian church at Londonderry, 
When the rebellion of 1798 occurred, his course was obnoxious to the 
4 government, and an order was issued for his arrest. After concealing 
himself in various places, he gave himself up for trial. He always de¬ 
clared that he had taken no active part in the rebellion, but, neverthe¬ 
less, he was convicted, and sentenced to perpetual banishment. He 
and his wife were compelled to embark for America in an old vessel, 
which, iti distress, put in at Norfolk. This was in 1799. Mr. 
Glcndy preached at Norfolk, and attracted much attention by his 
oratory. The ctimate of lower Virginia proved unfavorable to Mrs. 
Glcndy*s health, and by advice of a physician he came to Staunton. 
Here he was employed by the Presbyterians of the town and of Bethel 
congregation to minister to them temporarily. On the 22d of Febru¬ 
ary', 1S00, he delivered in Staunton a eulogy of Washington, of which 
two editions were printed. By invitation of President Jefferson, he 
visited Washington city, and there delivered an address in the Capitol, 
which excited much admiration. Soon afterwards he became pastor 
of a church iu Baltimore. He was chosen chaplain to the lower house 
of Congress in r8o6, and to the Senate in 1815. About the year 1822. 
the University of Maryland conferred upon him the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity. His style of oratory is said to have indicated his com¬ 
mon nationality with Curran and Philips, His popular address and 
talents, in connection with the important places he occupied, and the 
fact of his lieing an exile from his native land, gave him easy access to 
the highest classes of society. He died October 4, 1832.* 

* Die late Robert ]. Glcndy, of Hath, and Capt. Robert Guy anil William 
Guy, of Augusta, were nephew* of Dr. Glcndy. The father of Robert and Wil¬ 
liam Guy, whose wife wa* a Mitt Gleudy, wo* implicated in the Irish Rebellion 
of 17U8, and settled in Augusta in 1804. 
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At a County Conrt held July 30. 1800, the "Rate*” for ordi¬ 
nance were fixed as follows: Breakfast or supper. 25 cents; dinner, 
42 cents; lodging per night, 12# cents; servant’s diet, 16 cents ; 
Madeira wine per quart, $1.25; Port wine, 83 cents; Sherry, $1; 
whiskey per gill, 4 cents; com or oats per gallon, iaj£ cents. 

lu the year 1802, another change was made in the judiciary 
system of the State. Four chancery districts were then constituted, 
and John Brown was elected by the Legislature 44 judge of the court of 
chancery for the upper diatrict." At the time of hi* election. Judge 
Brown resided in Hardy county, but he immediately removed to 
Staunton, where he was required to hold terms of hi* court. He tun 
also in LewUhtirg and Wytheville. The first Chancery Court wns 
held in Staunton. July t, 1802. Henry J. Peyton was the first clerk 
of this cotut. and William S. Eskridge was the second and last. 
William Kinney, Sr., was its 44 sergeant-at-arms.*' Among the 
lawyers who qualified to practice in the court, on the day it opened, 
were Edmund Randolph, James Breckinridge, Daniel Sheffey, Chap¬ 
man Johnson and Edward Graham. Of these, only Mr. Johnson 
resided in Staunton. Mr. Shcffey lived at that time in Wythe, and 
did not remove to Staunton till some twenty years afterwards. 

Judge Brown died in 1826. His successor was Judge Allen Taylor 
of Botetourt, who presided in the court till 1831, when another change 
was made in the judiciary system. 

In connection with the foregoing, we may state here that, in 1809, 
circuit courts of law, instead of district courts, were established by act 
of Assembly. The comities of the State were arranged in circuits, and 
otic of the judges of the geueral court was required to hold terms in 
every county. Judge Stuart then became sole judge of the circuit of 
which Augusta was a part. Chesley Kinney, by appointment of the 
Judge, was Clerk of the Circuit Court of law fur Augusta county, till 
1828, when his son. Nicholas C. Kinney, was appointed. 

The system of two distinct conru, one of law and the other of 
chancery, continued till the year 1831. 

From the year 1800 to the year i860, emigration and immigration 
were the order of the day in Augusta county. The sons of fanners 
and others, descendants of early settlers, were enticed away by the low 
price* of rich lands iti the west, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and 
Missouri. Often whole families sold out their lands here, and left in 
search of new homes near the frontier of civilinitiou j and sometimes 
several families, neighbors and friends, went together to form a con¬ 
genial settlement elsewhere. The emigrants packet! in wagons their 
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provisions, clothing, bedding, and such cherished articles as they could 
not leave behind, and spent weeks on the road, camping out at 
night. The descendants of Augusta people in the States just named, 
must number many thousands. Some forty years ago. a citizen of 
Augusta was visiting relations in central Illinois, when two other 
citizens of the county arrived on horseback. The latter stated that 
after crossing the Ohio river, they had spent every night at the house 
of an Augusta man. 

The places of the emigrants were taken by immigrants from 
Pennsylvania and the lower valley, generally people of German 
descent—the most thrifty of farmers—and thus the court try suffered no 
loss in population. 

For some years Mississippi was the Eldorado which attracted 
young men who desired to embark in business—lawyers, doctors and 
clerks; many of these, however, drifted back to their old homes. 
Our farming and grazing population were never much inclined towards 
the cotton growing States and Territories. 

Until the year 1802, Staunton was governed by trustees, like 
other villages. Early in that year, however, the freeholders and 
housekeepers of the town met at the county courthouse and elected 
twelve freeholders to act as Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Common 
Council men, pursuant to an act of the State Legislature passed 
December 23, 1801 ; and on March 20, 1802, the persons so elected 
met and organized the town government. The first Mayor was Jacob 
Swoope; Recorder, John Bowyer ; Aldermen, John McDowell, Waller 
Herron, Jacob Lease and Michael Garber; Councilmen, David 
Greiner, William Chambers, Samuel Blackburn, Michael Harman, 
Andrew Harouff, and Philip Hopkins ; Clerk of Council, Vincent 
Tapp. None of those officers, except the clerk, received pay. 

The Aldermen, with either the Mayor or Recorder, constituted 
the Hustings Court, which had the same jurisdiction in town that the 
County Court had over county officers, except that the Common 
Council levied taxes, passed police ordinances etc. 

On the 29th of April, 1802, the council appointed a committee in 
regard to the erection of a market house, to furnish rooms for the 
District Court of Chancery, for the common hall, clerk s offices, etc. 
The contract for building the house was awarded to Jacob Swoope. 
Tn October, tSoz, the town council gave up the building to the 
county, on condition that the county finish it so as to furnish 
the apartments mentioned. This was the brick house which stood till 
1835, on Courthouse alley, next to Augusta street. 
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On May t, 1S02. the council passed an ordinance requiring per- 
50,151 living on Augusta, New and Courthouse streets, and on Beverley 
*as far as the bridge," to erect railings on the street, in front of their 
premises, to enclose the sidewalks. 

< >u the same day, an ordinance was passed prohibiting the passage 
of wagons, carts and drays through the town on the Sabbath day, 
under the penalty of $3.50 for each offence, but it was repealed 
the next year. 

I11 the fall of 1803 the people of Stauuton and Augusta county 
were thrown into a hubbub of excitement in regard to a notorious 
character called Bob Bailey. A brief sketch of this man will be read 
with interest, and is not out of place here. He was born, according to 
his own account, in Culpeper county, in 1773. His father haring 
been killed at the battle of the Cowpens. and his mother being poor, 
he was thrown upon his own resources at an early age. But he was 
industrious ftm * enterprising, and got along remarkably well, with 
very dttlc education, however. In 1791. when he was eighteen years 
old, he was employed as overseer by Major John Hays, of Hays* 
Creek, Rockbridge He was sent to Staunton for Dr. Humphreys, 
atul the conversation, during firs ride back with the doctor, determined 
him to come to Staunton, possibly to study medicine. To Staunton 
he came, and, attending* 22A of February ball, had the Widow Bosang 
as a partner in the dnnee.* As we have seen, John Basing was one 
of the five ordinary keepers in Staunton in 1787. His tavern was on 
the nortbwest comer of Main and Lewis streets, near the Methodist 
church, where a brick house now stands. After hi* death his widow, 
who appear* to have been a matron of good repute, continued the 
business at the old stand, In an evil hour for her she encountered 
the handsome young stranger, was captivated, and after a short 
court-ship agreed to marry him, he being about nineteen years of age, 
and she twenty-eight or thirty. For a time the youthfnl husband de* 
voted himself to tavern keeping and prospered. He then concluded to 
become a merchant also, and went to Philadelphia with a lot of 
horses to barter for goods. There he was introduced to the gaming¬ 
table, was fascinated, and soon became an adept at card-playing. 
For about twenty years he pursued that uefutkm* WiiutM, 

While he was living in Staunton, or claiming a residence here, 
the fall term of the district court, 180a, came on. The court opened 

* The anniversary of General Washington's birth began to be celebrated 
during bb llfr, n* appears above. The find celebration of the sort is said to have 
been in Alexandria, and the General attended the bolt 
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on the ist day of September, Judges St. George Tucker and Joseph 
Jones presiding. John Coalter, afterwards judge, was clerk of the 
court. Philip Grvmes resigned the office of prosecuting attorney on 
an early day of the term and Hugh Nelson was appointed in his place. 
Chapman Johnson, who had just settled in Staunton, qualified to 
practice as an attorney. A grand jury was impanelled, and among 
the members were Alexander Nelson. James Cochran, Robert Doak, 
Andrew Anderson, Henry jtfcClung, and James Moffett. On the next 
day the jury brought in a presentment charging that Robert Railev, 
at the house of William Chambers, in Staunton, (the WajucTavern), 
“wasthe keeper and exhibitor of a certain unlawful gaming table 
called Pharaoh, or Pharaoh Bank.*’ The case having been continued 
at April terra, 1803. came on for trial in September of that year. 
General Blackburn appeared as counsel for the accused, who kepi out 
of sight in another county. On the 2d of September the petit jury, 
John Poage, foreman, brought in a verdict of guilty. General Black¬ 
burn moved an arrest of judgment, and the court took time to consider. 
Finally, on the 6th, the motion was overruled, and judgment was ren¬ 
dered that Robert Bailey be deemed and treated as a vagrant; that he 
be delivered by the sheriff to the overseers of the poor, to be by them 
hired out for three months for the best wages that could be procured, 
tor the use of the poor; and that he give security in the penalty of 
five hundred dollars for his good behavior for three years. A capiat 
for the arrest of Bailey was awarded, returnable on the first day of the 
next term. 

Bailey was astounded when, at his hiding place in Bath county, 
he heard the news from Staunton. What a punishment for a gentle¬ 
man ! He says he almost became a lunatic. He did not come forward 
to be hired out for the use of the poor, and evidently there was no 
particular desire to capture and detain him for three months in the 
community. Having, when flush of money, purchased a farm in 
Botetourt, hb family removed there, and fora time he claimed a resi¬ 
dence in that county. Wishing to obtain a writ of error he sought to 
employ Philip Grymes to appear for him in the Court of Appeals. In 
a letter to that gentleman, he charged that Judge Tucker had offered 
to compromise the prosecution against him in consideration of a hundred 
guineas. Mr. Grymes communicated the accusation to the Judge, and 
he brought it to the attention of the Legislature, with a view to an 
investigation of hb official conduct. Thus the charge became public, 
aud all Augusta was aroused. Many citizens sent down written testi¬ 
monials as to the respective reputations of Judge Tucker and Bailey,— 
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General Blackburn, Judge Stuart, Alexander St. Clair. John Wayt, 
Sr., General Porterfield, Chesley ami Jacob Kinney, Jacob Swoopc. 
John McDowell, Joseph Bell, Sr., Judge Brown and others. Bailey, 
on the other hand, in person or by his friends, got up counter testimon¬ 
ials signed by two or three hundred respectable citixcn*.—Major 
Joseph Bell, Jr., Captain Samuel Steele, William Moffett, Jacob Lease, 
Peter Hanger, John Tate, William Gilkcson, Lawrence Trcmpcr, etc., 
etc. He showed also that he was Captain of the Staunton Light In¬ 
fantry Blues, *• the finest uniformed company west of the Blue Ridge,’* 
and that having been a candidate for the House of Delegates in April, 
1803, he was voted for by two hundred and fifty-nine freeholders out 
of five hundred and sixty-four who voted. Many people evidently 
rather liked the man,—bis utterly reprobate character had not then 
been fully developed. He was free handed with his money, and pro¬ 
fuse in acts of kindness, and a large number of his acquaintances could 
not refuse to certify that as tavern-keeper, merchant, and private citi¬ 
zen he was just and fair in his dealings. They atl admitted, however, 
that he was fond of gaming. Bailey published a pamphlet, in which 
he retorted upon his assailants, saying many hard things about some 
of them Of some, such as General Blackburn and Mr. St. Clair, the 
worst he could say was that they had accepted his hospitality and 
received him as their guest. Judge Stuart and Judge Brown he affect¬ 
ed to brush aside with Mtpreme contempt. Daniel Shcffry. a member 
of the Legislature from Wythe at the time, was scouted as a little 
cobbler/’ A committee of the Legislature investigated the matter, 
and Judge Tucker was exonerated, of course. 

Bailey gained what was no doubt highly valued by him—in¬ 
creased notoriety. He entered now fully u|»ofi his career as a 
" sportsman "—a gambler he says he never was. A gambler cheats 
and he always played fair. He was a frequenter of various Virginia 
summer resorts, especially the Sweet Springs, and extended his 
operations to Richxnoud, Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
Charleston, and New Orleans. He claimed to have visited London 
and Paris on the same business, but his contemporaries believed he 
had never been iu Europe. At times he rolled in wealth, and moved 
about with such splendid equipage as to attract general attention. He 
was then munificent in his benefactions. At other times he was 
penniless, and depended upon his boon companions for another start iu 
the world. He offered himself as a candidate for Congress in the 
Botetourt district, and, if be tells the truth, came within three votes of 
being elected. Although a mast amiable man in his own cstima- 
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lion, he was often involved in broils. While living in Staunton 
lie had a fight with Adam Bickle, Sr. t and another with Jacob Peck. 
At the Sweet Springs he fought a duel and wounded his antagonist, 
but confesses that he was very much frightened. I11 Washington city 
he had a street fight with Colonel Isaac Coles, of Albemarle. President 
Jefferson's private secretary, Coles having ordered him out of the 
President's mansion at a levee. His fortunes waned when he was 
still in the prime of life. He had alwtndoned his family many years 
before, and at the age of forty-eight he wrote bis Lifr and Adventures 
in a cabin, the l**st ntx>dc he could then command. From a mutilated 
copy of this book we have taken most of his history as here related. 
It is as candid as the Confessions of Rousseau , giving many details too 
unchaste for these pages. lie warns young men, with apparent 
sincerity, against ever playing cards. His life, as related by himself, 
is another proof of the Bible declaration that M the way of the trans¬ 
gressor is hard. Sf 

About the year 18id, Bailey wns traveling about the country 
soliciting subscribers for his proposed publication, nncl came to 
Staunton, the first time for fifteen years. He venturer! into the 
courthouse, and Judge Stuart, who was on the bench, recognized him 
and ordered his arrest on account of the affair of 1803. He hurried 
away, going to the tavern of the widow Mitchell, on the old Winches¬ 
ter road, and she aided him to escape by way of Rockfisli Gap, while 
the sheriff was in search of him down the Valley. lie remarks in his 
book that lie did not obtain many subscribers in Augusta. 

In 1807, the Common Council of Staunton passed an ordinance 
prohibiting smoking iu the streets, and in 1808 ordered that no fire t>e 
kept in the chimney of Philip Clonigee 1 

Between the years 1800 and 1812, the county received important 
accessions of professional and business men from abroad. Most of 
these located in Staunton, and became part and parcel of the county. 
John C. Sowers, the merchaut, Briscoe G. Baldwin, Erasmus Stribling, 
and the Eskridge brothers came from Frederick county, or there¬ 
abouts. Chapman Johnson, came from Louisa comity, and the 
Waddells from the same section. John II, Peyton, the lawyer, and 
John Raudolph, the Middlebrook merchant, came from Stafford 
county, James A. Frazier, a native of Ireland, was employed as a 
store boy at Jennings* Gap by Robert McDowell, who afterwards 
failed in business. Young Frazier held the position, and in the course 
of time built up an extensive business and one of the largest fortunes 
ever accumulated in the county. During the earlier part of his 
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career, Augusta merchants dealt almost exclusively in Philadelphia, 
They generally made the trip to market, or " below," as the phrase 
went, twice a year, on horseback, two or more traveling together, 
carrying Mexican dollars in their saddle-bags. 

For several years during the first decade of the present century, 
Jacob D. Dietrick published a newspaper in Staunton called the 
Staunton Eagle. Wc know of no complete file of this paper in 
existence, but several isolated numbers have fallen into our hands. It 
is almost provoking to find in them so little of loent interest. There 
is hardly ever a line of editorial, and no attempt whatever to report 
the county and town news. We, however, extract an item here and 
there from advertisements, communications, or marriage and death 
announcement* The wars of Napoleon were then in full blast, and 
the troubles between the United States and Great Britain, which led 
to the i rar of t 8 i 2. were brewing ; and these matters of course oc¬ 
cupied much space in the columns ; but the editor had no idem of con¬ 
densing a long article, and two or three dreary documents often 
occupied all the space devoted to news. The editor was classic and 
mythological in hia taste, and the " make up " of the paper was fanci¬ 
ful and unique. He announced marriages under the head of M Hall of 
Hymen,' 1 and deaths under that of " Repository of Death." The 
poetry column was styled " Temple of the Muses,” and the joke 
column "Temple of Hilarity." A wide circulation was sought for 
the paper, and a long list of agents was published, in nearly all the 
Valiev counties in Virginia, and in the States of Pennsylvania, Mary¬ 
land, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, and South Carolina, Oh, 
for a file of the Eagle or the Republican Farmer , got up in the style of 
our present Staunton newspapers! But wc will not be ungrateful, 
and thanking Mr. Dietrick for the few small fa%ws he has granted us, 
wc regret that more of his issues, such as they were, have not come to 
our hands. 

We learn from an advertisement in the Eagle that in October, 
1S07, James M iller had a paper mill near Staunton. Lots in the town 
of New York, (Albemarle county), were advertised for sale. Adver¬ 
tisements in the German language appeared in the paper. Miss Smith 
advertised her •‘Young Ladies' Academy." at Lexington.—board for 
five month, #50; tuition. $10. In one issue, under the head “Hall 
of Hymen/' appeared the marriage, by the Rev. Mr. Calhoun, of Mr. 
Abrahnm Smith to Miss Juliet Lyle, and of Lieutenant G. W, Sevier, 
of Tennessee, to Miss Catharine Chambers. In October, 1807, a friend 
of the editor, “ traveling through this place," favored him M with a 
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In 1S09. General Blackburn was pat on trial before the County 
Court, upon a charge which would now be considered very pre¬ 
posterous. On the 28th of August, the Grand Jury, on the 
information of George Bittle, presented the General " for exacting 
illegal fees, to wit: $3 for an opinion when no suit was brought, and 
$6 for fee in an Inferior Court/' James Allen was foreman of the 
jury, and among the members were Jacob Bumgardner, James Tate, 
James A. McCuc, James Bell and Peter Heiskell. The trial came off 
October 23, 1809, and “the merits of this presentment tiring fully 
argued unci considered,*' the case was dismissed at the cost of 
Bittle. 

Jacob Swoope, of Staunton, was the member of Congress fr om 
the Augusta district in the years 1S09-181 1. Party spirit ran high in 
those day a. Mr. Swoope was leader of the Federalist*, and Judge 
Stuart of the Republican*. Both parties had halls in Staunton, to 
which their adherent* in the county were invited, with their wives 
and children. Each had also street processions, headed by its chief. 
Mr. Swoope * competitor, when he was elected, was Daniel Smith, 
then a young lawyer in Rockingham. Swoope could speak German, 
while Smith could not, and the German people of the district general* 
ly voted (or the former. 

Mr. Swoope declined are-election, and General Samuel Blackburn, 
then of Bath, was announced as the Federalist candidate. William 
McCoy, of Pendleton, enme forward as the Republican candidate. 
The election was held on April court day, 1S11. At that time, and 
for long afterward*, elections were not held as now, on the same day, 
throughout the State, or even district, but the people of each county 
voted at their April court. Augusta, Bath and Hardy, gave majorities 
for Blackburn, but Pendleton nnd Rockingham, the other two counties 
of the district, carried the day for McCoy, w ho was elected by a 
majority of one hundred and thirty five vote*. At the same time 
Chapman Johnson was elected to represent Augusta in the State 
Senate, and A. Fulton and A. Anderson were elected delegates. The 
whole vote cast in Augu*ta at the election was seven hundred 
and eighty-five, the right of suffrage being restricted to freeholders . 

William McCoy held the seal in Congress till 1833. Daniel 
Sbcffcy represented the Wythe district in the House of Representatives 
from 1809 to 1817, and afterwards removed to Staunton. Indue 
time he presented himself as the Federalist candidate against McCoy, 
but in vain. On election day in Pendleton, he was there to confront 
hi> adversary ut home, but on liis return reported that “it was 
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nothing but Hiner, Greiner and McCoy/’ the first two being candi¬ 
dates for the Legislature. 

Although the trustees of the Staunton Academy were incorporated 
in 1792, their school-house seems not to have been completed till 
about 1810. Judge Stuart gave the lot. A part of the funds em¬ 
ployed was raised by general suInscription in the county, and a part 
was donated by the State out of proceeds of sale of glebe lands. The 
Masonic fraternity also had an interest in the building, occupying an 
upper room as their hall. In the year last named, the principals of 
the academy were James G. Waddell and Bartholomew Fuller. The 
former taught the classics, and the latter mathematics. 

For nearly seventy years—until the building was turned over to 
the trustees of public free schools—a succession of teachers bad charge 
of the academy. In 1833, Lyttleton Waddell and William D. Cooke 
became joint principals. The latter continued for a short time only, 
but the former conducted the school for more than twenty years. 
During most of that time, the institution was highly prosperous, 
attracting many pupils from abroad. 

Colonel Robert Porterfield was elected Brigadier-General of State 
troops in 18 io, and appointed Mr. John H. Peyton his chief of 
staff. 

There is some uncertainty in regard to the date of Colonel 
Porterfield’s election to the office of Brigadier-General. He was 
called General in 1808, as we learn from a letter written by John 
Coulter, afterwards Judge, and published in the Calendar of Virginia 
Slate Papers, Vol. X, p. 24. The facts in connection with this letter 
are interesting. 

It seems that, on the 17th of September, iSoS, a meeting of citi¬ 
zens of Augusta county was held at Chambers’ tavern, in Staunton, to 
consider the state of the country. From 130 to 150 person* atteuded. 
General Porterfield was called to the chair, and an address and series 
of resolutions, prepared by Carter Beverley, were adopted and ordered 
to be published. The purport of the address and resolutions appears 
to have been a se\-cre denunciation of the Federal authorities on 
account of their relations with Great Britain. Mr. Jefferson was 
President, and John Tyler, Sr., was Governor of Virginia. 

The State Jixecutive in council wrote to Mr. Coalter, a practising 
lawyer, requesting him to enquire as to the connection of General 
Porterfield with the address, to ascertain the facts by regular affidavits, 
and transmit them to the Executive. The object must have been to 
arraign the General before some tribunal, probably a court-martial. 
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Mr. Coalter declined to make the inquiry. He regretted that any 
portion of the people should entertain such opinion* of our National 
Government a* those contained in the address and resolution*’ referred 
to. •• Vet,” he said, M if such are their honest opinion*, ought they 
to conceal them, or ought their patriotism anti love of country be 
drawn in question on thnt ground ?" He had long known the 
chair mun and n number of the men who voted for the address and 
resolution*, and believed they would he a* far from knowingly op¬ 
posing the Government in any improper way a* any people/* He 
earnestly believed that no sin of disloyalty to the Government would 
be committed by any man in the county of Augusta. 

We have no further information in regard to the matter. A* will 
appear hereafter, General Porterfield was actively engaged during the 
war of 1811-15 to organising troops and sending them to the field. 
He did not lose the confidence of the State authorities. In July, 
1811, Governor Barbour appointed him one of the commissioner* from 
the State for ascertaining and establishing the line between the land* 
reserved for Revoln lion ary soldiers of the Virginia line, west of the 
Ohio river, and he recommended Samuel Clarke, of Staunton, ft* 
surveyor to run the line. While attending to this business, he had 
the mw/orttine to break nne of his legs by a fall from hi* horse. Tn 
1814, he was appointed by the Governor to explore the ground* 
where the enemy might attempt to land on York and James River*, 
and the country over which they would probably march on their route 
to Richmond. lie performed this service, ami his report is published 
in Vol. X of the Calendar, p. 381. 

The population of the county in rSio was 14.338; Staunton, 
1,115; Wayncsborough, 250; Greenville. 162; and Middlcbronk, 66. 
The number of slaves in the county was 2,880. 

The Fourth of July* was celebrated with much enthusiasm dur¬ 
ing the earlier year* of the century. In 18 to William Clarke delivered 
the annual oration. From the Republican Farmer we extract the 
following account of the celebration in 1811 : M The day was an¬ 
nounced by one discharge from the artillery of Captain McCue** 
company at daybreak, and seventeen at sunrise. About 12 o'clock 
the artillery company and Captain Poagc’s troop of cavalry paraded 
the street* of Staunton, and marched to Mr. Peter HciskcU's spring, 
about n mile from town, when, after hearing ft short address suitable 

• The celebration of the Fourth of July began before the close of the 
Revolutionary wur. Cspt, Davie of Wayne’s Pennsylvania continentitls, men* 
lions in bis Diary, the celebration by the army, In lower Virginia, July 4th. 1781. 
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to the occasion, delivered by Briscoe G. Baldwin, a soldier of the 
artillery company, they dined on an excellent barbecue/' Then 
follow the toasts. In the evening the military returned to town, and 
performed " several interesting evolutions/' M Seventeen discharges 
from the cannon/' continues the Farmer, u closed the celebration of 
the day. The citizens who did not belong to the military companies, 
enjoyed a barbecue feast at Mr. John McDowell’s spring. At night 
a large and respectable company formed a dancing party at Mrs. 
Chambers' tavern. It was observed by a polite and intelligent stranger 
that he had never seen such a collection of beautiful ladies.” 

The Farmsr of August 16, iSi i, announced that the mail stage 
would leave Winchester every Friday at 7 A. M., and arrive at 
Staunton on Sunday nt 4 P. M.; and leave Staunton every Monday at 
4 A. M., and arrive at Winchester on Tuesday by 10 P. M. 

In the Farmer of September 6, 1811, vve find an advertisement by 
General Porterfield in regard to the training of officers, and regimental 
musters of the various regiments of his brigade. James Brown was 
the brigade inspector. 

Henry Miller, the founder of Miller’s Iron Works, having died, 
his administrators, Samuel Miller and John M. Kstell, advertised for 
sale, September 6, 1811, the furnace and forge, with eight thousand 
acres of land, " supposed to be the most valuable property of the kind 
in Virginia/' 

" A matter of common concern," was advertised in September, 
1811. Robert Porterfield, William Boys, John Coalter, Erasmus 
Stribling and John Brown, managers, invited subscriptions to the stock . 
of a company to construct a road from Rockfish Gap to Scott's laud¬ 
ing, on James liver. The capital of the company was $60,000, shares 
$25 each, dividends anticipated fifteen per cent l This scheme came 
to naught. Many years before, the justices of Augusta and Rock¬ 
bridge counties were authorized by act of assembly to appropriate 
money for repairing the road over the Blue Ridge at Rockfish Gap. 

George Alfred advertised his “Universal Spelling-Book" 1111811.* 

* George Alfred was a famous "Old Field School -master M in Ills day. The 
writer knew him well ("and every tmaut knew") many years after 1811, when 
he kept his school in an ancient building on Lewis street, called "The 
Wash-house." 

•'Yet he was kind, or if severe in might. 

The love he bore to learning was his fault." 

He was a large and venerable-looking man. One 4th of July is vividly 
remembered. Devoted to his calling, Mr. Alfred made no announcement befoie- 
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The market price* at Richmond were as follow*: October 10, 
1811, wheat $1.09, superfine flour $7.50. bacon tcents, whiskey 
54 ecuts; October 24th. wheat $1.50, flour $8.25, whiskey 44 cent*. 

The Republican Farmer of November 8 . 1811, contained an editor¬ 
ial l It udvocutcd the “ Augusta Society for the Promotion of Agri¬ 
culture." 

The first number of the paper issued by Collett, published an ex¬ 
tract from a speech by Daniel Sheffcy, then it member of Congress 
from the Wythcville district, in opposition to the threatened wur with 
Great Britain, But the war came on, notwithstanding. The militia 
of Rockbridge were full of patriotism and military ardor. One whole 
regiment of twelve hundred men, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
James McDowell, convened at Lcxiugton, November 14, 1811, aud 
offered their services to the President of the United States. 

The Common Council of Staunton passed an ordinance, July 14, 
1813, for <a establishing a market." It provided for holding a market 
twice a week, on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and prescribed the 
"market limit*,” around the conrt-honse and jail. The only house 
was an open shed below the jail, in which stalls were erected in 1818. 
The Rev. William Ring was elected "clerk of the market.*' 


CUANCKU.OR JOHN BUOWX. 

Prom a sketch of Judge Brown, published in “ Historical Papers, 
* No. 3, 1893/* Washington & Lee University, we extract most of the 
following fact* in regard to that prominent gentleman : 

He was bom, October 5, 1762, and spent his boyhood, not far 
from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

In the yean 1782 and 1783. he was a student at Liberty Hall 
Academy, at Lexington, which afterwards became Washington 
College, and finally Washington & Lee University. He was doubt¬ 
less attracted to Liberty Hall by the rector, the Rev. William 
Graham, who was probably an early acquaintance In Pennsylvania. 
Long afterwards, while residing at Staunton, Judge Brown was a trustee 
of the college. 

Among his associates at the Academy were Col. James Mc¬ 
Dowell, Judge Archibald Stuart, Rev. Archibald Alexander, and Judge 

hand of the usual holiday, and the !>oyf compiled to M bar him oat." Getting 
Into the house before he arrived, end fastening all the doom and windows, they 
prevented llii entrance. He took It in good part, however, end there was no 
school that day. When quite an old man lie Untied/m arithmetic. 
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John Coalter. With one of his school-males. Henry J. Peyton, he 
spent |xart of a vacation at the home of the latter, near Winchester, 
and there became acquainted with Miss Frances Peyton, of Westmore¬ 
land county, also a guest and niece of the host. Her attractions soon 
charmed him ; but she at first made light of the attentions of the 
somewhat unpolished Scotch-Irish youth. Afterwards, however, she 
was won by his sterling merit, and they were married February ai, 
1784. 

After his marriage, young Brown studied law and located in 
Moorefield, Hardy county, to practice his profession. Having acquired 
distinction as a lawyer, he was elected chancellor of **thc upper 
district/' in 1802, and removed to Staunton. His residence was called 
Spring Farm, now embraced in Gypsy Hill Park. He died on 
October 6, 1826. His widow survived till May 14, 1851, and was the 
first person interred in Thomrose Cemetery. 

Judge Bnnvn’s children were, Margaret, wife of William S. 
Eskridge; Martha, wife of Judge Briscoe G, Baldwin; and Janies 
Ewell Brown, long a Judge of the Circuit Court, whose residence was 
at Wythoville. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


FROM Tint YEAR 1&12 TO TITR TEAR 1825. 


A majority of the voters of Augusta county no doubt sympathized 
with Daniel Shcffcy and other statesmen of the same school in their op¬ 
position to the measures which brought on the war of 1812; but when 
the war arose, no unpatriotic spirit was exhibited in the county. General 
Porterfield* Colonel Doak, and other officers, although staunch Feder¬ 
alists* exerted themselves to the utmost to prepare the Augusta militia 
for the field. The war, however, did not approach our borders, and 
very few of our people actually participated in the conflict. Nicholas 
C Kinney and George Eskridge, young lieutenants in the regular army, 
served for a time on the northern frontier. 

We quote from the files of the Republican Farmer , as far os we 
have them: 

William Patrick, one of the overseers of the poor of Augusta 
county, published a card, stating that the glebe land was sold in 1802 
for /800; that the money had been loaned out, and in January, 1812, 
amounted to £ 1.200. and asking the people of the county to decide 
what use should be made of the money, whether for the poor or the 
Staunton Academy. 

As wc learn from published military notices, in March, 1812, 
Christopher Morris was Captain of the Staunton Light Infantry Dines, 
Moses McCue of the Staunton Artillery, and Briscoe G. Baldwin of 
the Staunton Infantry Company. We shall hereafter have a brief 
notice of Captain Morris* company. John C. Sowers was First Lieu¬ 
tenant of the Staunton Artillery, and soon became the Captain. This 
company and CaptAin Baldwin’s will appear again. 

•• A gentleman, direct from Washington city,” informed the editor, 
in April, 1812. that an embargo had been laid for ninety days. This 
important newt was received at that day, no doubt, " in advance of 
the mails.'* 

Lieutenant Allison, of the Fifth United Slates infantry, recruiting 
in Stauntou, advertised a reward of $10 for the apprehension of a 
deserter. 
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On April court day, 1812, Colonel Andrew Anderson and Colonel 
Robert Doak were elected to represent Augusta in the House of Dele¬ 
gates. Claudius Buster, another Federalist, was also a candidate, as 
was Captain William Abney, a Democrat, or Republican. Anderson 
received 535 votes, aud Abney 299, which probably shows the relative 
strength of the two political parties in the county. 

On the 19th of April, 1812, the Republican Farmer published 
Governor Barbouris general orders, calling for Virginia's quota of 
troops, twelve thousand men, to be organized and ready to march at a 
moment’s warning. The Seventh Brigade of militia was required to 
furnish seven hundred and thirty-five men. Five companies already 
organized, however,—two in Augusta, two in Rockingham, and one in 
Shenandoah,—of fifty men each, were credited to the quota called for 
from the brigade, leaving four hundred and eighty-five infantry of the 
line to be raised. The Augusta companies referred to were: Captain 
Steele's rifle company, and Captain McCue's artillery. Captain Steele 
was a nephew of the Revolutionary soldier of the same name, hereto¬ 
fore mentioned. 

Major McCue's, (as the Captain was then and afterwards called), 
stable was burnt, in May, 1812, and the editor was aroused to write a 
few lines about it, showing that he could write if be only chose to do 
so. See what he said ; 44 It is to be hoped that the avenging spirit 

of unerring justice, will yet drag from his covert the fiend-like incen¬ 
diary, and immolate him upon the altar of violated rights. *' 

Fortificatiou and gunnery were taught at this time nl the Staun¬ 
ton Academy. 

General Porterfield issued brigade orders. May 20, 1812, for rais¬ 
ing the quota of the Seventh Brigade. The Thirty-second regiment 
was required to furnish ninety men, with two captains, one lieutenant 
and one ensign ; and the Ninety-third, ninety-four men, with one 
captain, two lieutenants, and two ensigns. Major William Bell, com¬ 
manding the Thirty-second, ordered a regimental muster at Hanger’s 
on the 2d of June. If the editor of the Farmer ever kuew what took 
place at that muster, he kept it a profound secret. His readers could 
never learn from his columns. 

All this while war had not been declared. But on the 25th of 
June, 1812, the Fanner published, in large type, the act of Congress, 
passed on the i8th, declaring that war existed between the United 
States and Great Britain. 

During the mouth of June an effort was made to establish a mili¬ 
tary school at Staunton, but it did not succeed. Captain George 
Turner, however, taught military tactics here. 
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The Fourth of July was celebrated at Staunton by a salute to the 
morning from the field pieces of the artillery, commanded by Lieuten¬ 
ant Sowers, and a dinner at McDowell s spring ; and at Greenville by 
a parade of Captain Abney's and Captain Dealt's infantry companies, 
and Captain Dold’ a cavalry, and a barbecue on Thomas Jackson’s land. 

The recruiting officers of the United States army seem to have 
had a hard time of it. In July, Captain Page, of the Twelfth infantry 
advertised a reward of $10 each for the arrest of two deserters from the 
station in Pendleton county ; and in August, Lieutenant Camp, aLso 
of the Twelfth infantry, advertised a reward of $40 for the arrest of 
four men who deserted between Lexington and Browtisburg. while on 
the march from Abingdon to Winchester. Captain Henry, of the 
Twelfth, advertised other deserters in September. 

On the a 1st of September. 1812, a State convention of the Federal 
party was held in Slannton, ** for the purpose of recommending to the 
freeholders of Virginia twenty-five fit and suitable characters to serve 
as electors at the approaching election of President of the United 
States." The Convention continued in session three days. Only six¬ 
teen counties, however, were represented. No doubt the Federalists 
of Augusta enjoyed the implicit confidence of their political brethren 
throughout the State, and the latter did not think it necessary to at¬ 
tend here in any large number. Robert Porterfield and Jacob Swoope 
were the delegates from Augusta. The former was made president of 
the convention, and the latter headed the electoral ticket, Rufus 
King, of New York, was nominated for President, and William R. 
Davie, of North Carolina, for Vice-President. A State central com¬ 
mittee was appauted, consisting of General Porterfield, Jacob Swoope, 
Dr. William Boys, Samuel Clarke, and Charles A. Stuart. 

The presidential election took place November ad, and the vote of 
Augusta stood : Federal. 396; Democratic, 244. The editor be moaned 
that about four hundred voters stayed away from the polls. 

On the 13th of November, the celebrated Petersburg Volunteers 
arrived in Staunton, being received near town and escorted by some 
local military* under Captain Turner. On the next day the company 
partook of a barbecue prepared for the occasion, and on Sunday, the 
15th, resumed their march to the northwest. The company consisted 
of one hundred and seventeen young men. They remained in service 
one year, and highly distinguished themselves at the battle of Fort 
Meigs on the 5th of May, 1813. 

On Friday, December n, 1812, a negro girl was hung near 
Staunton for the murder, by drowning, of her master’s infant child. 
She was duly tried and convicted by the County Court, October 29th, 1 
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Mr. Peyton prosecuting, and General Blackburn defending the ac¬ 
cused. The circumstance would not deserve mention in a history 
of the county, but an incident connected with it is somewhat interest¬ 
ing. Much sympathy was excited in the community in behalf of the 
miserable girl, many persons doubtiug whether she intended to drown 
the child. At any rate there was a feverish state of feeling on the 
subject* 

During the night after the execution the people of Staunton were 
aroused from their slumber by a most unearthly noise. Loud and 
apparently supernatural groans resounded through the town. The 
people generally rushed into the streets to ascertain the cause, and 
some of the more superstitious sort professed to have seen the girl al¬ 
luded to sitting on the steps of the jail. 

It was years before the cause of alarm was ascertained. At the 
time of the occurrence and for many years afterwards, a large two- 
story frame building stood on the northwest comer of New and 
Courthouse streets, opposite the Washington Tavern, and in this 
building Ben. Morris, a prosperous merchant, had his store. He had 
in his employment a mischievous clerk, or salesman, who confessed, 
when it was safe to do so, that he had climbed upon the roof of the 
store-house through the trap-door, and aroused the town by means of 
a speaking-trumpet. 

In March, 1813, the central committee appointed by the # * Friends 
of Peace, Commerce, and no Foreign Alliance, 11 nominated General 
Blackburn for Congress, and he accepted, but William McCoy was 
elected as before and afterwards. The committee consisted of Dr. 
Boy*, Alexander Nelson, Moses McCuc, and Samuel Clarke. 

Colonel Robert Doak, who had commanded the Ninety-third 
regiment of militia for some years, and had recently been active in 
raising troops, expecting to go with them to the field, resigned his 
commission in March, 1813, the brigade commander having designated 
a junior colonel (Koontz) to command the force detached for service. 
No doubt the fact that Colonel Koontz was a younger man, led to his 
appointment by General Porterfield, instead of Colonel Doak. But 
the veteran of the Revolutionary war was unconscious of approaching 
age and infirmity, and, panting for renown on new* fields, felt offended 
at the act of the general, ' _7 ~Z 

A ludicrous incident occurred in Staunton, in connection with the 
war preparations, in or about 1812. The captain of one of the town 
companies, who was a man of strict sobriety, felt it incumbent on him 
to “ treat ’* his men, in accordance with the custom of the times. His 
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wife, then confined to her chamber, had on hand a large supply of 
brandied cherries, which the captain appropriated and distributed 
liberally to his company. Of coarse, he had to partake of them him¬ 
self, and being unaccustomed to the use of liquor, a very few made 
him very jubilant and very affectionate to everybody, hi* wife especial¬ 
ly. Hurnring home, he quite overwhelmed the lady with caresses, 
and she soon discovered the cause of the unusual demonstration. 
Calling a servant, she ordered that the remaining cherries be emptied 
into the street gutter. Pigs running at large fell upon the dainties, 
and after devouring them became drunk and went reeling through the 
streets like any other topers, to the great amusement of the town 
people. As far os known, this was the Captain’s first and last 
spree. • 

An issue of the Republican Farmer in April, 1813, announced that 
Captain Samuel Steele's company of riflemen had been ordered to 
Richmond immediately. This was the first company called from the 
county. 

And here we are constrained to take leave of Editor Collett, for 
while he continued to publish his paper for some ten years, we have 
not been able to find a single copy of later date than the above. 
Daring the subsequent years, the series of essays written mainly by 
Dr. Spcece, and republished afterwards in a volume called The 
Mountaineer , appeared in the columns of the Fanner. 

Some time after the war began, barracks were established ou the 
place now known os McAleer’s, two miles east of Staunton, ou the 
Way nesborough road. For many years this place was called the 
•'Old Barracks/* and it is still so called by some of our older people. 
Here the various companies raised in the county, and perhaps others, 
rendezvoused, and were drilled when called into service, and before 
being ordered off. 

We have no accoutit of the departure of any of the companies, and 
only such limited information as the muster and pay-rolls afford. 

The first company called into service fr om the county. M stated, 
was Captain Samuel Steele s infantry or riflemen, from the Ninety- 
third militia regiment. The subordinate officers were: Lieutenant, 
John Humphrey ; Ensign, Jacob Bumgardncr ; Sergeants, James Boyd, 
William King, Edward Mulhollen and Jacob Hatton. Including 
corporals, the rank and file consisted of fifty-six men. Among the 
privates, the only familiar name is that of Jacob Vanlcnr. 

•The Captain w** John C. Sower*. The incident warn related to me by one 
of hi* daughters. 
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The company was in the service of the United States at Camp 
Holly, under the command first of Major William Armistead, and 
afterwards of Colonel John H. Cocke, from March 28th to August 2ist, 
1813* Camp Holly was ten miles below Richmond, on the north of 
the Chickahominy, between that river and the Seven Pines. 

The next call upon the county took four companies,—Captains 
Baldwin. Baskin and Stuart, and Lieutenant Todd. These companies 
1 were in service from July 6 to September 28, 1813. Baskin's and 
Todd’s companies were, however, broken tip August 16, and most of 
the men enrolled in other companies. The pay-rolls state that they 
were at the ' 4 Flying Camp/’ commanded by Colonel James McDowell 
(of Rockbridge). The name "Flying Camp.” which looks like a 
misnomer, implies that the command was on the wing ; and we know 
only that it hovered somewhere in lower Virginia. Many years after¬ 
wards, when some allusion was made in a public debate to General 
Baldwin’s military services, he replied that his company had made as¬ 
saults on oyster beds, but no enemy, from which it appears they were 
on tide-water. The officers of these companies were : 

1* Captain, Briscok G. Baldwin, (afterwards General, and 
finally Judge Baldwin) ; Lieutenant. Joseph Houston ; Ensign, Mtnstoe 
Chambers ; and Sergeants, Alexander Douglas, Henry H. Crump. 
Edward Fulton and Thomas Harris. Among the privates, were John 
Guy, George Imboden, Henry McCadden, Joseph Peck, Bailey 
Shumate, James Mills and John Young. The number of men, includ¬ 
ing corporals, was seventy-one. They were enrolled at home in the 
Thirty-second and Ninety-third militia regiments. 

2. Captain, John C. Baskin ; Lieutenant, William Brown ; and 
Sergeants. Ralph A. Loftus. John Yorkshire and James Black. The 
number of men. including corporals and drummer, was twenty, and 
they belonged at home to the Thirty-second regiment of militia. 

3. Captain, Archibald Stuart, (afterwards Major Stuart); 
Lieutenant. William Brown, (transferred from Baskin’s company); 
Ensigns, John Steele and Frederick Golladay ; and Sergeants. William 
Brooks, James Russell, John Yorkshire, (transferred from Baskin's 
company), William Ashfonl and John Shannon. The men were drawn 
from the Ninety third regiment, and the number of rank and file was 
seventy-one, including corporals. 

4. Lieutenant, Jamks Todd; and Sergeants. William Lacoste, 
William H. Younger and Daniel McCutcheson. Including corporals, 
the rank and file numbered seventy-two, and they were from the 
Ninety-third regiment. Why so large a company did not have a full 
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complement of officer* is not explained. A note on the company pay¬ 
roll myu: ••Most of these names appear oti other pay-roll* of the 
Whl tag Camp.’ ’ 

Other companies at the “Flying Camp/’ and under command of 
Colonel McDowell, were as follows: From Frederick, two companies; 
Botetourt, four; Shenandoah, one; Rockbridge, four; Rockingham, 
four; Cumberland, one, and Bath, one. 

The Staunton Artillery was the next company from the county 
called into service. The officers of this company were : 

Captain. John C. Sowkus; Lieutenants. William Young and 
Benjamin Brady; and Sergeants, Robert W. Carr, Thomas Sperry, 
James Coalter, John Temple and Alexander Shields; Musicians. 
Samuel Cupps, David Hiller, William Miller and Henry Snyder. In¬ 
cluding corporals and musicians, the company consisted of fifty-four 
rank and file. Among the privates were Adam Bickle, James Bickle, 
John L. Cowardiu, Peter Kurt *, Abraham Lay well, John Merritt, 
John A. North, Joseph Points Eli Parrant, Alexander Paris, Daniel 
Trayer, Joseph Trout and Anthony Weiford. They were in service, 
at or about Norfolk, from January 4th to April 13, 1S14, being at¬ 
tached to a battalion of United States artillery. The men belonged to 
the Thirty-second regiment of militia. 

Next four companies were called out from the county at the same 
time, via: Link's, Givens'and Lange's infantry, and Dold's cavalry. 
We give such particulars as we have been able to obtain : 

t. Captain, John Link; Lieutenants, Jacob Burger and David 
Ross; Ensign, Peter Hughes ; Sergeants, John Bush. Joseph Butler, 
William Johnson, Michael Coiner, Christopher Balstey and William 
Trotter. The number of men. including corporals, was seventy-six. 
and among them were Dnlhouscs, Fishers, McCunca, Patterson and 
Turk. They served from August 29th to December 38. 1814. as a 
part of the “Second Corps D’Elite. commanded by Colonel Mosc* 
Green, at Camp Charles City Courthouse.** 

t. Captain. Alexander R. Givens : Lieutenant*. Samuel 
Crawford and Jonathan Eagle; Ensigns. Philip Coyucr and Jacob 
Coyticr; Sergeants (at different times), L. G. Bell, David E. Orr, 
Charles Dickerson, Alexander L. Saunders. John Gregory, James 
Conrsey, David Miller and Abraham Eversole- The number of | 
private* on the roll is one hundred and sixteen ; but many of the men j 
obtained substitute*, and the names of principals and substitute* being 
kept on the roll, the list was swelled accordingly. Several deserters 
from the company are reported, but no one now known in the county, 
Amoug the privates were Charles Batis, Hatch Clark, Samuel Cliuc ( 
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(who never joined Ibe company and obtained a substitute), Conrad 
Doom, Henry Imboden, Franklin McCuc, John McCue, James Patter¬ 
son, Lyttelton Waddell and Ephraim Woodward 

The company served under Lieutenant-Colonel James McDowell, 

from August 30th, to-30, 1814. The scruple of the Treasury 

Department at Washington, from which we obtained the muster-roll, 
or of a clerk who copied the roll, prevents our stating at whot date 
the company was discharged, or where it was stationed. We are quite 
sure, however, that the time of service was from August 30th to 
November 30th, as Lange’s c om p a ny, which went in with Givens*, 
was discharged at the latter date. Both companies were no doubt 
discharged in Maryland, as Lange's was. It will be observed that the 
commander of the regiment or battalion to which the company was at¬ 
tached is here styled Lieutenant-Colonel McDowell, while in 1813 he 
was styled Colonel. 

It is related that when the company was organized. Captain 
George C. Robertson (afterwards well known as Colonel Robertson, 
of the Thirty-second regiment) was designated to command it. But 
Captain Givens (afterwards Colonel) having returned home after a 
temporary absence, claimed his right to command as senior captain, 
and accordingly went with the men to the field. 

Colonel Givens, as many persons still living remember, was very 
soldier-like in his appearance and bearing. But while noted for his 
kindliness to the poor, he had a masterful spirit and was not likely to 
fill a sul>ordinatc position anywhere with comfort to himself or those 
I above him in office. Tradition says he was under arrest all the time 
in camp upon the charge of insubordination, and therefore the muster- 
roll has it: " company of infantry.” etc., M commanded by Lieutenant 
Samuel Crawford.* 1 

3. Captain, Abraham Lancik ; Lieutenants, Jacob Bear and 
Thomas Ruddle; Ensigns, James Gardner and John A. Douglass; 
Sergeants, Samuel Patton and Gilbert Ray. The number of privates 
on the roll is one hundred and twenty-four, including principals and 
substitutes. Among the privates were, James Guthrie, David Gilke- 
son, William C. McCamcy, John McDowell, Andrew Thompson, 
Thomas Thompson, William Thompson, John Thompson. John Tate, 
John Christian, George Wilson, and Thomas Young. The company 
served as a part of the Fifth Virginia regiment, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel James McDowell, from September 1st to Novem¬ 
ber 30, 1814; and was mustered out M at Camp Cross-roads, near 
Ellicot's Mills," Maryland, by Major John Alexander, of Rock¬ 
bridge. 
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4. Captain, Jrssk Dou>, (cavalry); Lieutenants, Matthew Link, 
Robert Brown and Jacob Clingmpeel; Sword-master. J. F. Whitcomb; 
Sergeants, Jacob Beard, Andrew Grove, John Tate and Robert Guy. 
The company was in service at Norfolk from September 1st to Novem¬ 
ber 12th, 1814. It numbered ninety-three men. including all officers, 
and the men when at home belonged to the Ninety-third regiment of 
militia. William McComb, of Barterbrook, who was u member of 
Captain Dotd’s company, died July 21, 1886, aged ninety-two years. 
Me was the last survivor in Augusta of the soldiers of the war 
of 18t2. 

Capt. Christopher Morris' company was called into service in July, 
1814, as we learn from testimony produced before the County Court, 
January 27, 1817, by the widows of Garland Eubank and Jacob Grove, 
members of the company. They marched from Staunton to Norfolk, 
and were there mustered into service under Brig. Gen, Porter. In 
October, Eubank was permitted to return home on sick furlough, but 
died on the way, at Sandy Point. Grove died in service, December 
3«. I^ 1 4 

As far as we can learn, no other company from the county was in 
the service of the United States during the war, although other com¬ 
panies were organised. 


On the lath of March, 1813, the Governor com missioned James 
Fuller of Staunton, Ensign in a regiment authorized by au act of the 
Legislature, for the defeuce of the State. James Maurice of Norfolk, 
was Colonel of the regiment, and Charles Fenton Mercer of Loudoun, 
Lt, Colonel. The Ensign was a son of Bartholomew Puller, the school 
teacher, and afterwards removed to Tennessee, where he died 1876. 

In the summer of 1813, fifty-four men, principally residents of 
Staunton and vicinity, formed a company for military service. More 
than forty of them were mounted. They elected Chapman Johnson, 
Captain, and proceeded to Richmond without waiting for orders, os the 
enemy was supposed to threaten the State. Mr. Johnson wrote to the 


Governor, July 9, after arriving at Richmond, tendering the service 
of the com pay : but it was not needed at the time, and the men re¬ 
turned home. The late John Cochran, of Charlottesville, then a 
youth living in Staunton, was a member of the company. 

We caunot learn the character and extent of the services of Gen¬ 
eral Porterfield and his staff during the war. Mr. John Howe Peyton, 
the eminent lawyer, was General Porterfield’s aide-de-camp, and his 
sendees were recognized by the Government ; a warrant for eighty 
acres of public land having been issued in 1852, after his death, to his 
minor childreu. 
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Captain Henry McClung, long n citizen of Staunton, but a resi¬ 
dent in Rockbridge during the war, commanded a company of artillery 
from that county, which was in service at Norfolk. 

None of the Augusta soldiers were called upon to face the 
enemy. Therefore we have no account to give of the killed and 
wounded. But they faced a more insidious danger. In the low¬ 
lands of Virginia many of them fell victims to deadly disease. We 
have sought in vain for a letter from some soldier to his family 
at home, relating his experience in the army. Nothing of the kind 
from an Augusta man can be found. But we are not without some 
light on the subject. William Wirt, in command of an artillery com¬ 
pany, was stationed, in September, 1S14, nt WarTenigh church, on 
York river. He was famous as a letter-writer, as well as in other re¬ 
spects, and many of his letters were preserved ami have been published. 
In several, written in camp, he gives descriptions of military life at 
the time, and from them we take a few extracts. 

Writing, September 9, 1814, Wirt says: “Your most seasonable 
supply, under convoy of our man Randal, came in last evening. The 
starving Israelites were not more gladdened by the arrival of qiutils 
and manna than we were by the salutation of Randal. The fish would 
have been a superb treat had there been such an article as a potato in 
this poverty-stricken land. And yet the parish, according to the old 
inscriptions, is called 1 BlisslandThe church was built in 1709.“ 

On September 12th, he wrote : M Your kindness and thoughtful¬ 
ness have filled my camp with luxury. I fear we shall have no 
opportunity to become memorable for anything but our good living,— 
for I begin to believe that the enemy will not attempt Richmond. 
They are said to have gone up the bay on some enterprise. If they 
are hardy enough to make au attempt on Baltimore, there is no know¬ 
ing what they may uot attempt. We are training twice a day, which 
doesn't well agTce with our poor horses. We have a bad camping- 
ground.—on a flat which extends two miles to the river,—the water is 
not good, and the men are sickly.'* 

The companies of Captains Givens and I^ange were, probably, at 
the date of the above letter, on the upper Potomac, or in Maryland, 
for the defence of Baltimore. 

Oft the 19th of September, Wirt wrote : 11 Our volunteers are be¬ 
coming disorderly for want of an enemy to cope with. Quarrels, 
arrests, courts-martial, are beginning to abound. I have had several 
reprimands to pronounce at the head of my company, in compliance 
with the sentence of the courts. To one of these, James, our man, 
held the candle,—it being dark at the time,— and when I finished and 
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turned around, the Mack rascal was in a broad grin of delight. I was 
near laughing myself at so unexpected a spectacle. My men 
are all anxious to return home—constant applications for furloughs, in 
which Colonel Randolph indulges them liberally. At present I have 
not more than men enough to man two guns. One of my sergeants 
deserted this morning ; another will be put under arrest presently. So 
much grumbling about rations,—about the want of clothes,—about 
their wives,—their business, debts, sick children, etc., etc.” 

Again, on September aith, Wirt wrote: “Still at Warrcnigh, 
and less probability of an enemy than ever. We arc doing nothing 
but drilling, firing national salutes for recent victories, listening to the 
everlasting and growing discontents of the men, and trying their 
quarrels before courts-martial. I have endeavored to give satisfaction 
to my company, so far as I could, compatibly with discipline. My 
success, I fear, has been limited. In addition to their rations, which 
have been very good and abundant. I have distributed to the sick, 
with a liberal hand, the comforts which your kindness had supplied. 
The company is well provided with tents and cooking utensils, yet 
they murmur incessantly. Such are volunteer militia when taken 
from their homes and put on camp duty. One source of their in¬ 
quietude is, that they thought they were coming down merely 
for a fight, and then to return. Being kept on the ground after the 
expectation of a buttle lias vanished, aud not knowing how long they 
arc to remain,—looking every day for their discharge,—they are 
enduring the pain of hope deferred, and manifest their disquiet in 


every form/' 

Our last extract is from Wirt's lost letter in camp, dated Septem¬ 
ber 28th : * The Blues at Montpelier are suffering much from sickness. 
Murphy, your brother John " [Gamble] “and his friend Blair are all 
down. The other companies are almost unofficered,—the men very 
sickly. I strongly suspect that if we are kept much lunger hovering 
over these marshes, our soldiers will fall like the grass that now 
coven them. Wc hope to be ordered in a few days to Richmond. It 
is believed on every hand that the British, with their mutiuous and 
deserting troops, will not attempt a march on Richmond through the 
many defiles, swamps, thickets and forests that line the road, where, 
besides the abundant opportunities for desertion, nature ho* formed so 
many covers for our riflemen and infantry." 

"This little piece of history," says Wirt's biographer, " is a 
faithful transcript of some of the most characteristic incidents of 
militia warfare in nearly all the service of the war of 181 a."— 
[Kennedy'* Mcmoi* of William Wirt , Vol. I, pages 335-6-7 and 8.J 
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The privations during the war of 1812 were similar to those 
experienced in the late war. The mothers of our community were 
wont to tell how the price of common calico went up to a dollar 
a yard, and how at their tea-parties they had no tea and no cake, 
because sugar could not be obtained. 

Peace was proclaimed by the President of the United States on 
the x8th of February, 1815, and was received with universal joy. 
People of all parties united in bonfires, illuminations, and every mani¬ 
festation of delight. The victory at New Orleans on the 8th of 
January was some compensation for the disasters of the early period 
of the war, and gave a feeling of triumph at its dose. Dr. John K. 
Moore, afterwards for many years a citizen of the county, was present 
at the battle, but he then resided in Tennessee. 

For many years there were two relics of the war left at Staunton. 
Captain Sowers* field pieces—six pounders—remained here until long 
after the guu-carriages had rotted away, but the town boys managed 
to load and discharge them every Fourth of July and Christmas day. 
It was not uncommon to find, just when the guns were required for 
action, that the enemy, in the shape of some mischievous urchin, had 
driven nails into the touch holes. The spikes were withdrawn, how¬ 
ever, whatever the labor might be, just as the pieces were shifted 
from Garber’s Hill to Green Hill, whenever the occasion made a 
change of position necessary. At length an extremely particular 
governor came into office, and by his order the guns were seized ami 
token to the State arsenal at Lexington. Many old Staunton boys 
J must remember our feeliugs of bereavement and indignation at the 
ruthless act. Bat there was no help for it. Staunton was left 
defenceless, as far as artillery was concerned, and from that day there 
has been here hardly any observance of the Fourth of July. 

By the year 1815. many of the elements of wealth in the coun¬ 
ty had increased very considerably, compared with 1800, Some of 
1 the statistics of that time strike tu> now as rather curious. In the 
I year 1802 property in the town of Staunton was separately assessed 
* for taxation for the first time, but the following figures of 1815 em¬ 
brace the town as well as the two country revenue districts: The 
number of horses was 7,544; cattle, 17,987; ice-houses, 10; carpets 
over $20 in value, 19 ; cut-glass decanters, 102 ; pianos, 17 ; Venetian 
blinds, 23 ; two-wheclcd riding carriages, 50; and four-wheeled riding 
carriages, 13. There were five four-wheeled riding carriages in the 
first revenue district of the county, and the aristocratic owners of these 
vehicles were William Black, Sr., Rev. William Calhoon, Mrs. Nancy 
Kinney, James McNutt, and Edward Valentine. In the next year 
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John Me Dowel! appear* as the owner of a M phaeton/* The owner* of 
carnages and chair* (gigs) in the second district, the same year 
(1816), were Joseph Bell, Sr., Joseph Bell, Jr., Andrew Barry, Charles 
Dickenson, James A. Frasier, David Golladay, John Harman, Peter 
Hanger, John Lawrence, James Marshall, and Rev. John McCue. 

The number of merchants in Staunton in 1815 was thirteen, and 
the number of ordinaries, five. 

The lawyer* at the same time were Briscoe G. Baldwin, James 
Crawford, Samuel Claikc, William Clarke, Chnpinnn Johnson, Wil¬ 
liam Kinney, Jr., John II. Peyton, and Lyttlcton Waddell. The 
town doctor* were William Boys, Thomas Clarke, Kdtnund Wring- 
ton, William King, George C. McIntosh,* and Addison Waddell. 
The country doctor* who paid license tax were James Alien and James 
Wilson. 

We anticipate our narrative so for as to give some of the statistics 
of 1883, for the sake of comparison with the foregoing. The follow¬ 
ing figures embrace the whole county, including Staunton: In the 
year 1883, the number of horses, mules, etc., was 8,688 ; cattle, 
19,359; carriages of alt descriptions, wagons, and carts, 4.432; and the 
value of pianos, organs, etc., as assessed for taxation, was #41,359. 
The first coat of the musical instruments was probably $80,000 to 


$90,000. . 

For sonic time after the war the country enjoyed M flush times.” 
Property of all kinds was readily salable at high prices, and every 
interest seemed to prosper. Political animosities were allayed. It 
was the M cra of good feeling, M when, it was said, M all were Federal¬ 
ists and all Republicans.” A fall in prices and depression in trade 
came in due time. 

In 1816 quite an imposing convention met in Staunton. The 
object was to devise measures for obtaining a State convention to 
amend the Constitution. Every county was entitled to two delegates, 
but only thirty-five were represented in the convention. It was 
called, doubtless, in the manner of the political conventions of the 
present day, but appeared to regard itself us clothed with higher au¬ 
thority than such bodies now assume. Among the members were 
William F. Gordon, of Albemarle ; General Porterfield and Chapman 
Johnson, of Augusta ; General Blackburn, of Bath ; James Breckin¬ 
ridge aud A Hen Taylor, of Botetourt; James Marshall, of Brooke; 
William H. Fiuhngfc, of Fairfax ; Henry St. G. Tucker, of Frederick; 


•Dr. Mclnloftli waa n native of Scotland. His wife was a sister of Mr*. 
Peter Hciskcll. He, nr hi* family after bis dentil, moved to Tennessee, and 
many years afterwards n grand-daughter, Mis* Matilda Morgan, came to Staunton 
on s visit. 
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James Pindall, of Harrison ; William C. Rives, of Nelson ; George 
Tucker, of Pittsylvania, etc., etc. 

General Breckinridge was elected president and Erasmus Stribling 
secretary. John Clarke was appointed door-keeper, and Henry Cease 
and Michael Forbes assistants. 

The convention met Monday, August 19th, and sat from day to 
day for a week, not adjourning finally till Saturday, the 24th. Its 
proceedings were conducted with all the formalities of a legally 
constituted assembly. The contingent expenses were defrayed by the 
people of Stauutou. 

The particular matter complained of at that time was the basis of 
representation in the Legislature. A memorial was adopted by a vote 
of 61 to 7 iu favor of a State convention to amend the Constitution. 
The memorial stated that the country west of the Blue Ridge, con¬ 
taining a white population of 212,036 had only four senators, while the 
district ou Tide-water, containing a white population of only 162,717, 

' had thirteen senators. 

A protest against the action of the convention, presented by Mr. 
Johnson and signed by six of the minority, was ordered to be spread 
upon the journal. The minority objected to the action of the conven¬ 
tion only because it proposed to open tbe way for a general revision of 
the Constitution, while they wished an amendment only in respect to 
the basis of representation. General Blackburn was one of the 
minority, but did not sign the protest. The contest between “white 
basis and 41 mixed basis ** (counting negroes as well as whites) was 
not settled till 1850. 

From 1816 to i 824-*5, nothing of interest occurred in the history 
of the county. Farmers delved, lawyers aud doctors pursued their 
professions, mechanics toiled, aud the ministers of religion were faith- 
j ful to tbeir calling. 

In the year 1818, the Rev. John McCtte, who had filled a large 
space iu the county, was thrown from his horse and killed one Sabbath 
morning, while on his way to Tinkling Spring church. 

Dr. Ruflfticr, in his History of Washington College y alluding to Mr. 
McCuc, says : 44 He was a good man. When he chose,—which was 

not often.—he could tell comic stories in a manner irresistibly ludi- 
.rCroos.”* 

# Mr. McCuc’t sons were James A., John and Franklin, long prominent cit¬ 
izens of Augusta; Dr. William McCnc, of Lexington, and Cym*. a lawyer, who 
(WeAycmng, W\a daughters were . NtaV'hevrs, NUs. Yonethe\i\, Nttv \\1m7, 
Mrs. McDowell and Mr*. Miller. Major Moses McCue was a brother of the min¬ 
ister, and father of Moses II. McCue, the first sheriff under the Constitution of 
1850. 
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In the same year, (1818), the Presbyterians of Staunton erected 
their first church building. The Methodists had long before had a 
church of their own. The Episcopalians, about t8u, rc-occupied the 
old parish church, but had no regular rector till 1820, when the Rev. 
Dr. Stephens located here. For some fourteen or fifteen years the 
parish church was occupied by Episcopalians and Presbyterian* on 
alternate Sundays. 

The Presbyterian Synod of Virginia met in Staunton, in October, 
1818. The Rev. Dr. John M. Rice, a member of the body, states in 
his diary, that he arrived in Staunton October 15th, and says ; 

“ While in Staunton, I experienced the kindness of the people of 
that place, and had the pleasure of observing that they were in a great 
degree attentive to the preaching of the gospel by the memliers of the 
Synod. The Presbyterians have a large and very decent house of 
worship in the town, in a state of considerable forwardness. If com¬ 
pleted in the style in which it is begun, it will do great credit to the 
public spirit of the cittccna." 

Upon the erection of the New Presbyterian church, in 1870, the 
old building was turned over to the Augusta Female Seminary. The 
sessions of the Synod, 1818, were no doubt held in the old parish 
church. 

During the time alluded to above, and for long afterward, the 
Presbyterian congregations of the county were served by u number of 
able and venerable ministers, such as are seldom found in close 
proximity. We can do little more than name some ol them. 

The Rev. William Collioou came to the county in 1805, and till 
1823 wns pastor of the united congregations of Stauntou and Hebron. 
Afterward, for many years, he was pastor of Hebron alone. 

The Rev. Conrad Sp c cc c , D. D., a native of Campbell county, was 
pastor of August* church from 1813 to 1836. He cultivated general 
literature and wrote on a variety of subjects. He was eminent as a 
preacher, a public-spirited citizen, and no mean poet. The hymn be¬ 
ginning, " Blest Jesus, when thy cross I view,” found in most church 
collections, was written by him.* 

•The first school Conrad Spcccc attended when a boy was the New Lomloo 
Academy. At first he could not understand the Latin grammar, complaining to 
hit teacher (Mr. Edward Graham) that he could never learn ••that thing." 
Soon, however, he allowed great aptness at acquiring knowledge. Prom New 
London he wrnt to Lexington, and graduated there in 170fl. After acting aa 
tutor at Lexington for a year ami a half, he studied theology, and was licensed aa 
a preacher by Hanover Presbytery. In the course of time Princeton College con¬ 
ferred upon tiim the degree of I). D. He chewed tobnceo excessively, even 
sleeping with a quid in his mouth. Ilia figure was tall, heavy and ungraceful, 
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The Rev. John Hendren, D. D., pastor of Mossy Creek and Union 
churches, was born in Ireland, but reared and educated in Lexington. 

( He conducted a classical school at his residence in this county for 
many years, of wide-spread reputation, at which many prominent men 
were educated. 

The Rev. Francis McFarland, D. D., pastor of Bethel church, was 
also a native of Ireland, reared and educated in Western Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

The Rev. James C. Wilson, pastor of Tinkling Spring and 
Wayuesborough. was a native of Rockbridge county. 

All the ministers named were buried in the fields of their labor. 
Other denominations had ministers who were men of mark and in¬ 
fluence, but none of them remained here long enough to become 
identified with the county. 

The Rev, Johu A. Van Lear, a native of the county, was for 
some years pastor of Mossy Creek church, and a cotemporary of 
several of the ministers just named. 

In 1823 Kenton Harper, a young printer from Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, bought the establishment of Isaac Collett, and converted 
the Republican Fa finer into the Staunton Spectator , which he continued 
to publish until 1849. Some time before the arrival of Harper, 
Thomas J, Michie settled here to practise law, and in the course of 
time became widely known and distinguished as a lawyer. 

On March 8, 1824, the Legislature passed an act chartering the 
<( Staunton and James River Turnpike Company/’ with a capital of 
$200,000, for the construction of a turnpike from Staunton to Scotts- 
ville, in Albemarle. The company was formed, and the road was 
made in due time. This was the first graded road in the county, and 
was doubtless a mi! liable improvement . Previously , Augusta farmers 
wagoned their produce to Richmond, the trip requiring at least two 
lirrib. Now ScottSville became the market town, and for a large 
part of every yeaT the road leading to it was lined with Augusta 
wagon*. The trip xvns shortened, aud time was therefore saved; but 
the labor was hardly less tlian before. The mad, especially in Albe¬ 
marle, was often impassable, being cut into deep ruts by the wagons 
after every rain ; and sometimes being through its whole extent a 
"Slough of Despond." The broken parts of wagons scattered along 

and hi* clothes, always much too large for his bnrlv frame, hung loosely on him. 
HiB voice was loud, deep and unmusical. He was very sociable, and full of droll 
humor and curious phrases. While a most able and interesting speaker, he did 
not excel as a prose writer. He never married. 
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the route were like the debrix of a battle field. Over this road, or not 
at all, the Augusta farmer transported his flour, etc., to nurket. In 
order to concentrate the product, and aid transportation, much grain 
was scut to market in the shape of whiskey. The’* Temperance 
Reformation had not then arisen, and there was a distillery on 
nearly every large farm In the county. 


The wagons used for transporting produce to market have almost 
gone out of fashion, nt least in this section of country, and a brief 
description of them is appropriate here. The M running gear'* was 
very strong and heavy. The body was shaped somewhat like a boat, 
higher at the bow and stern than '* mid-ship,'* and was spanned by 
hickory bow* for supporting the covering of coarse canvas. An M eud- 
gutc" at the stern could be taken off for loading and unloading. The 
feed-trough was swung at the stern, and when in use was supported 
on the tongue by a simple arrangement. Every wagon was drawn by 
uot less than four homes, and often six were employed, the horses 
being arranged two abreast. There was hardly any limit to the capac¬ 
ity of the wagon-body, and the loading wa* regulated by the strength 
of the horses and the condition of the roads. With good roads four 
horses were required to draw “forty hundred*’ pounds, including 
forage for the trip, and six horses “sixty hundred’* pound*. The 
usual load for four horses was about sixteen barrel* of flour, (three 
thousand, four hundred and twenty-four pounds). A train of these 
wagons, from five to twenty in a line, creeping along a public road, 
the white canvas covers conspicuous at a distance, was always an in¬ 
teresting Spectacle. The teamsters made themselves as jolly as pos¬ 
sible around their camp fires at night, and on the road many of them 
betrayed much pride in their horses and rquipmeut*. The sight of 
one of the Kellers of Augusta, driving hi* team through the streets of 
Richmond, as moat of our fanners did, suggested to St. Lcger Carter. 
j a member of the Legislature, his lines called “The Mountain Wagoner." 
The first stanxa is as follows : 


I've often thought if 1 were asked 
Whose lot l envied moat, 

Which one ! thought mostly lightly tasked 
Of man's unnumbered host ; 
l'il ssy I'd be s mountain boy. 

Ami drive s noble team—Wo hoy! 

Wo hoy! I'd cry, snd lightly fly 
Into my saddle seat ; 

My rein I’d slack, my whip I'd crack. 
What Mode is so sweet? 
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Hut the life of the wagoner was not without its temptations, as 
well as hardships. The undue use of liquor often caused trouble. 
Dr. Specce was accustomed to say that some men who were staid 
church-members at home, left their religion on the Blue Ridge when 
they went east with their produce. 

Probably three-fourths of the Augusta fanners drove their own 
teams to market. Iti Eastern Virginia the teamsters were always 
negro slaves, and the people of that section, associating something 
servile with the employment, imagined that the Coliees were generally 
J rude nnd illiterate. But some of the Augusta wagoners were college- 
bred, many others were more or less educated, and most of them were 
men of sharp intellect. Moreover, they were accustomed to hear good 
sermons on Sunday, and good speeches at the bar on court days, and 
profited accordingly. 

There was a marked difference between the speech and manners 
of the people of the two sections. The Tuckahoe carried himself 
rather pompously, and pronounced many words as his English 
forefathers did in the days of £)uem Elizabeth.* The Coliee 
was plain and even blunt in his manners, and every now and then 
gave utterance to words which had come down to him from his Scotch- 
Irish ancestors, and which the Tuckahoe did not understand. Each 
thought the other sjxjke a mere jargon. 1 

* Such as whar and thar for where and there, amt stars for atair*. 

f An anecdote it told of Capt. John Bowycr, of Rockbridge, which iUuatrate* 
the feeling of the people of the two oections. Capt. Bowver was a man of wealth 
and aristocratic ttmnnera, but neeerthelexa wo* elected a member of the Lcgis* 
lature for many successive years. In reply to the inquiry how such a man 
received the popular support, u plain Rockbridge voter said: " We send him to 
Richmond to sass the Tockahoes." 


Samuel Blackburn was born about the year 1758, and, it is 
presumed, somewhere in the bounds of Augusta county ; possibly, 
however, in the lower Valley. His parents probably removed to the 
Holston region, near the Tennessee line, at an early day. He was 
educated at Lexington, nnd in 1785, some years after he left Liberty 
Hall, the degree of A. B. was conferred upon him by that institution, 
uloug with Moses Hogc, John McCne, William Wilson and others, 
lie served more or less as n soldier in the Revolutionary war, and was 
at the battle of Guilford Courthouse. At the cl«>sc of the war he be¬ 
came the principal teacher of an academy in Washington, Georgia. 
While thus employed, tic prepared himself for the practice oftaw. In 
August, 1785, he married Ann Mathews, the oldest daughter of 
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Governor Mathews. During Governor Mathews’ second terra, in 
* 795 * General Blackburn was a member of the Georgia Legislature. 
He voted against the famous ” Yazoo Act,” but was accused of other¬ 
wise promoting its passage, and was therefore bitterly assailed in the 
popular clamor which arose. It is not believed that there was any 
just ground for the assault upon his integrity ; but he quitted Georgia 
in disgust, aud removed to Staunton. While residing here, he lived 
in the house on the west side of New street, north of Frederick, and 
opposite the Augusta Female Seminary. Some years afterwards he 
removed to a farm in Bath county, called the Wilderness. He was 
several times a candidate for Congress in the Augusta and Bath dis¬ 
trict, but never elected. He, however, repeatedly represented Bath 
in the Virginia Legislature. He was the author of the anti-duelling 
Law of the State, said to be the first law of the kind passed in the 
country. 

General Blackburn was one of the most successful orators and 
criminal lawyers of his time iu Virginia. Governor Gilmer says of 
him : ” His fine voice, expressive features, noble person, perfect self- 
possession, keen wit and forcible language, directed liy a well-culti¬ 
vated aud powerful intellect, made him one of the most eloquent men 
of his time. lie was a Federalist in politics. His strong abusive de¬ 
nunciations of the Republicans, when he was a member of the Vir¬ 
ginia Legislature, made him long remembered by the parties of the 
State.” 

Many anecdotes iu regard to him are still current. The late Wil¬ 
liam H. Terrill, of Hath, related that when he settled in that county 
Judge Stuart wm on the bench of the Superior Court, and General 
Black burn wan at the bar. The Judge preskied with much more for¬ 
mality and ceremony than arc observed at the present day. Term 
after term the grand jury, alter being Instructed by the court, retired, 
but speedily returned with the report that they hud tio presentments 
to make. This became almost a matter of course, and a part of the 
performance consisted in General Blackburn, with a most devout man¬ 
ner and voice, exclaiming aloud : ” Thank God, we live in so well- 
ordered a community!” One night, however, the judge was kept 
awake by the card-playing members of the bar assembled iu an adjoin¬ 
ing chamber, and when the jnry came in the next day with their usual 
report, he administered to them a stern rebuke for their failure to 
present the gamblers. The general*! thanksgiving was. of course, a 
sarcasm upon the jnry. 

Judge Stuart and General Blackburn were antipodes in politics. 
Both were men of strong convictions and ardent feelings, and very 
likely some degree of mutual dislike grew up between them. But uot 
long before Judge Stuart's death, General Blackburn paid him a visit, 
ami was cordially received. They were both visibly affected by the 
interview, aud the general, in his emotion, forgot his hat and went out 
bareheaded. 

Governor Gilmer states that on one occasion he met General 
Blackburn at Rockingham court, and heard him defend with great 
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S ower a criminal eighty years old, who had, when in the county poor- 
ouse, killed another inmate of about the same age in a fight about a 
cucumber, the only witness being a man ninety years old. Me says: 
"The trial of such a criminal for such an offence, proved by such a 
witness, and advocated by such a lawyer, made a strong impression 
upou my memo; 

General Blackburn, by his will, liberated liis slaves, about forty 
in number, on condition that they would emigrate to Liberia, and they 
were taken to that country at the cxjH?nse of his estate. He also left 
five hundred dollars to the Staunton Bible Society. He said in his 
will; "I die, as I trust, a Christian, believing as I roust in the 
doctrine of the atonement by the death, the suffering and mediation of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as delivered to us in the gospel by his evange¬ 
lists and apostles, into whose hands I wish with humble confidence to 
commit my soul and body with all their vast concerns till it shall 
please Him to reanimate them in a new and I trust highly improved 
mode of existence.** He goes on to declare himself a Presbyterian, 
but to express the utmost charity for all professed Christians, He 
died March 2, 1835, his mind and physical powers having been im¬ 
paired for some years previously. His widow survived him about 
five years, and died in Staunton. He had no posterity, and an 
adopted son, George M. Barry, died before attaining manhood. IIis 
nephew, Samuel Blackburn, Jr., lived with him for many years. 
Another nephew was the eminent preacher, Gideon Blackburn, D. D., 
of Tennessee, who was greatly admired by his uncle. General Black¬ 
burn’s handwriting was so illegible that his correspondents sometimes 
repaired to him with his letters to learn their contents, and he could 
not always read them himself. He obtained his title from service in 
the militia, in Georgia. 





CHAPTER XVII. 


FROM Tint YEAR 1825 TO THE YEAR 1833 . 

The subject we now approach demands a new chapter. If not a 
whole chapter. But yet an apology, or at least a precedent, is 
required for introducing it. Therefore, we shall first give a brief ac¬ 
count of some wonderful occurrences a hundred and ten years earlier, 
in England, citing Southey’s Life of Wesley as our authority* 

The Rev. Samuel Wesley was a minister of the church of 
England. His son. John, the founder of the Methodist church, was, 
at the time referred to, a boy at school, away from home. 

On the night of December 2. 1715. Mr. Wesley's servants iu the 
dining room, were frightened by dismal groans as of a person at the 
point of death. Strange noises were shortly heard over the house, 
and outside as well as in,—rapping with a stick, rattling among hot- 
ties, footsteps of n man going up and down stairs, the rocking of a 
cradle, and gobbling of a turkey cock. Every time the noises began, 
the house dog appeared more terrified than any of the children. 
l ; or two weeks Mr. Wesley did not hear the noises, and when his wife 
told him of them he was angry and said: “Sulcy, I am ashamed of 
you : these l)oys and girls frighten one another; but you arc a woman 
of sense, and should know better. Let me hear of it no more/* 
That evening, however, at family prayer, when Mr. Wesley began 
the prayer for the King, a knocking began all around the room, and a 
thundering knock attended the Amen. M The Ghost f * was evidently 
a Jacobite, and so was Mrs. Wesley.—She never would say Amen to 
the prayer for King William. 

On one occasion, while the noise was going on. Mr. Weslev 
sternly addressed * # the spirit/* saying : •• Thou deaf and dumb devil, 
why dost thou frighten these children that cannot answer for them¬ 
selves ? Come to me in my study, that am a man!*' Instantly 
there was a knocking as if it would shiver a board in pieces. The 
Rev. Mr. Toole, onother minister of the church of England, was 
present at the time. The next evening, :<s Mr. Wesley attempted to 
go into his study, the door was thrust back with such violence as al¬ 
most to throw him down. At another time, his trencher (a wooden 
plate) danced upon the table without anybody touching it. 
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Finding that the unseen agent of the disturbance inflicted no 
bodily injury, the children finally made merry over it. A man named 
Jeffery had died in the house, and “the ghost" was nicknamed 
M Old Jeffery/' Night after night a gentle tapping at the head of the 
bed in which the girls lay t began between 9 and 10 o’clock ; and they 
then commonly said to each other, “Jeffery is coming : it is time to go 
to sleep." 

These disturbances continued till the end of January, 1716, and 
then ceased. During the latter part of the time they occurred by day 
ns well as at night. No solution of the mystery was ever discovered. 

Southey remarks that “ An author who in this age relates such a 
story, and treats it as not utterly incredible and absurd, must expect 
to be ridiculed ; but the testimony upon which it rests is far too 
strong to be set aside because of the strangeness of the relation/’ 
So we say in regard to the following narrative. 

Dr. John McChesney, an intelligent physician, lived on his farm, 
about a mile north of the village of Newport. Augusta county, and 
the same distance west of the main road leading from Staunton to 
Lexington, by way of Middlebrook and Brownsburg. His wife was a 
sister of Thomas Steele, who lived 011 the main road, a mile from Dr. 
McChesney's. Mrs. Mary Steele, widow of Capt. William Steele and 
mother of Thomas and Mrs. MeChesney, lived in Rockbridge, two 
miles west of Midway. 

William Steele, a son of Thomas, is now (1889) one of the few 
surviving witnesses of the occurrences to be related, and to him wc 
are indebted for all our detailed statements. He was a child at the 
time, six years of age. but distinctly remembers what he saw and 
heard ; and, we may add, his veracity is unquestionable. His testi¬ 
mony before any tribunal in Augusta county would be implicitly 
believed. 

In 1825, Dr McChesney’s family consisted of his wife, four 
young children, and sundry negro servants, one of the latter a girl 
named Maria, prohably eight years of age. One evening in January 
or February, while the white family were at supper, Maria came in 
from the kitchen, which was 20 or 30 feet f rom the dwelling, very 
much frightened apparently, and saying that an old woman with her 
head tied up had chased her. Little or no attention, however, was 
given to this incident. But Maria continued for some days to com¬ 
plain of bring frightened when by herself, and other circumstances 
connected with the girl attracted the attention of the family. Soon 
after this, vollies of stones began to descend upon the roof of the 
dwelling house, and continued to fall at intervals, in day-time and also 
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bleeding. Mr. Steele became enraged, and denounced the invisible 
agent for M taking its spite on a woman,” and not on him. He then 
took bis seat in the front door, and immediately was pelted with clods 
of sod and earth, coming from the inside of the house. He sat there 
till the missiles were piled around him, and then, at the earnest 
solicitation of his mother, who cried that “the thing ” would kill him, 
left the spot and was not pursued. The reader will observe the 
similarity of this occurrence to that related of the Rev. Samuel 
Wesley. 

Wishing to remove the McChesnoy and Steele children out of 
the way, they were sent to their grand-mother's near Midway; but 
Maria was sent also. Soon the disturbances began at Mrs, Steele's,— 
stones flew about, furniture in the kitchen moved of its own accord, 
etc., etc. One day n large kitchen bench pranced over the floor like 
a horse. The children present were at first amused, as the Wesley 
children had been with their ghost; and young John M. Steele (after¬ 
wards Dr. Steele, now dead,) proposed to bridle the steed and ride 
him. They did so, but became so much alarmed at the antics of the 
bench that young Steele fainted. During this time, Mrs, Steele's 
farm servants found that food aud tools taken by them to the fields, 
disappeared and turned up at the house. 

While at Mrs. Steele's, Maria frequently complained of being 
beaten. Mrs. Steele took her between her knees, drew her skirt 
about her, and with a stick struck around as if to beat off an invisible 
foe. Maria continued to cry out that she was beaten and pricked 
with pins. The “ slaps, M says William Steele, were distinctly heard, 
but no one could see the vindictive enemy. At last the victim 
fell upon the floor, exhausted and apparently dead, but soon revived. 
She continued to be punished as described for many weeks. 

Worn out with these troubles. Dr. McChesney, as a last resort, 
sold Maria, and she was taken South. As soon as she left the 
disturbances ceased and they never followed her in her new’ home. 

An old negro woman lived in Dr. McChesney’s neighborhood, 
w ho was reputed to be a w itch. William Steele says M she walked 
with a stick and chewed tobacco.'* and that in his boyhood he w t os 
always careful to give her the road w'hen they met. It was said that 
this old woman received some impudence from Maria, who had 
an evil tongue, and threatened her with punishment. Of course, 
readers who believe in witches understand now why and from whom 
the troubles came I We have no explanation or theory to advance. 
We cannot, however, refuse to believe that many strange things hap¬ 
pened, as related, without repudiating all human testimony. 
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Similar occurrence* have taken place in Rockingham, Albemarle 
and Culpeper counties, tb* last in September. 1889. 

Sr 

In the year 1825, January 22nd. the Legislature passed an act 
establishing the Western Lunatic Asylum. Five commissioners were 
appointed to select the site, General B. G. Baldwin being one of them, 
and after considering other places, the asylum was finally located at 
v Staunton, The act provided for only four acres of land, and restricted 
the expenditure for lands and buildings to $10,000. A further appro¬ 
priation was made in 1827. As stated heretofore, the first physician 
was Dr. William Boys ; but during his term of service the appro¬ 
priations wrre small, and the asylum w r as kept on a very moderate 
scale. Afterword the Legislature became more literal, and during 
^ the iucumbeucy of Dr, F, T, Stribling* as superintendent, the insti¬ 
tution was greatly enlarged and improved. 

The 4th of July, 1825, was celebrated by the firing of cannon, 
by ihe Staunton Artillery, 0 dinner at Rocky Spring (afterwards called 
“ Buttermilk Spring "), etc., etc. George Geiger, proprietor of the 
Eagle Tavern, prepared the dinner. Major Daniel Shcffey acted as 
President, and John H. Peyton. Esq., as Vice-President. Colonel 
Briscoe G. Baldwin read the Declaration of Independence. Ladies 
as well as gentlemen attended the dinner. 

One improvement generally leads to another; and the Scottsville 
turnpike having been made, the people thought it desirable to extend 
the road westward. Accordingly, in 1827, nn act of the Legislature 
was procured authorizing n company to raise $,50,000 by lottery to 
construct n road from Staunton 4 * to the State road between the w aters 
of the James and Kanawha rivers. 0 L. L. Stevenson and James 
Points were the agents of the company for conducting the lottery. 
Such schemes are now wisely prohibited by law, but the country had 
not then waked up to the evils attending them. Some years earlier a 
lottery was announced in Stannton, to be superintended by two 
Presbyterian elders, who, before they died, considered the lottery a 
deadly sin. The road was made only from Stannton to Buffalo Gap, 
and those ten miles afterward became a part of the Staunton and 
Parkersburg turnpike. 

On October 5, 1829, a convention of delegates to revise the State 
Constitution, assembled in Richmond. The delegates were elected by 
districts, and those from the district including Augusta were Chap- 


/ 


• Dr, Frandf T. Sir! tiling wm born In Staunton, January 20, 1810. As 
Superintendent of the Western Lunatic Asylum for many years, he became 
widely known and highly distinguished. He died July 28, 1874. 
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man Johnson, Briscoe G. Baldwin, Samuel McD. Moore and William 
McCoy. Mr. Johnson bad then removed to Richmond, but during his 
life he was identified with Augusta county. The convention ad¬ 
journed January 15, 1830, and the new Constitution was afterward 
• ratified by the vote of the people. The right of suffrage was extended 
to housekeepers and heads of families who had duly paid their taxes, 
but the number of voters was not thereby greatly increased. 

The Constitution of 1829-’30, made another change in the 
judiciary system of the State. The district courts of chancery were 
I abolished, and law and chancery jurisdiction were vested in the same 
/ judge. The first session of the “ Circuit Superior Court of law and 
chancery for Augusta county " was held May 20. 1831. Judge Lucas 
P. Thompson, of Amherst county, presiding. John H. Peyton was 
appointed prosecuting attorney (which office he had previously held ), 
and Nicholas C. Kinney clerk. Samuel Clarke and Thomas J. 
Michie were appointed commissioners in chancery. Judge Thompson 
removed to Staunton some ten years after his elevation to the bench, 
and spent the remainder of his life here. 

The Harrisonburg and Warm Springs Turnpike Company was 
chartered by the Legislature January 29, 1830. This road passes 
through the northwest part of Augusta, and the charter provided that 
it should pass through Jennings* Gap and by Miller’s iron works. 
By some means, however, Jennings* Gap was left out of the line of 
improvement. 

The subjects which chiefly interested the people of Augusta in 
1831, were the proposed Valley railroad and the abolition of 
t slavery. 

The agitation in regard to the railroad was kept up for several 
years, and, in 1836, w'as vigorously renewed, but the scheme came to 
naught. 

The people of the county seem to have been ripe, in 1831-'32. 
for the gradual abolition of slavery. John McCuc, one of the dele¬ 
gates from Augusta, presented a memorial to the Legislature in 
December, 1831, signed by two hundred and fifteen ladies, praying 
for emancipation. Similar petitions, numerously signed, were gotten 
up in the county. In presenting the memorial of the ladies, Mr. 
McCne delivered a vigorous speech in opposition to slavery. The 
contrary sentiment prevailed in the State; but at the next election, 
April court-day, 1832, John McCue was returned to the Legislature 
from Augusta. His colleague was Thomas Jefferson Stuart. 

The institution of slavery never had a strong hold upon the 

people of Augusta. The Scotch-Irish race had no love for it, and the 

l 
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German people were generally averse to it. Most farmers cultivated 
their own lands with the assistance of their sous. In 1840. out of a 
total population of 19.628. the number of slaves in the county was 
4*135* I® 1860, the last census year before emancipation, the num¬ 
ber of negroes, slave and free, was 6.202, while the total population 
was 27.749. The institution, as it existed in the county, was as mild 
and beneficent us possible. The slaves seemed contented and 
happy. Many privileges were granted to them here which were 
denied to those of the same class elsewhere. Every farmer who 
owned slaves had a headman, who was next to his master in authority 
on the plantation, lie wagoned the produce to market, sold it, and 
received the money, acting generally as confidentiol agent. The 
holidays and pastimes of the slaves were numerous and hilarious. A 
cortl-nhticking at night was an occasion Co enjoyed by p*rtMp*ntM 
and spectators alike* Scores of hands attended from far and near, 
and a large crop of corn was usually shucked in a few hours. The 
work was enlivened by songs, and at the close there was a 
bountiful supper. 

Early in 1832 politics were very lively in Augusta. The follow¬ 
ers of Henry Clay took steps to bring him forward as a candidate for 
the presidency. Among the active Clay men in the county were 
Judge Stuart and his sons, General Porterfield, Samuel Clarke, 
General Baldwin, the Kinneys. Waddells, Bells, Eskridges, Craw* 
fords, MeCues, Guys, Pattersons, Cochrans, Sowers, Michic, Hants- 
berger, and others. The supporters of General Jackson, though less 
numerous, were equally active. Among them were some who after¬ 
wards became Whigs, such as Mr. Peyton, W, W. Donugbe, Colonel 
Robertson, and Captain Stcrrett. But some of those who proved life¬ 
long adherents to the Democratic party were then on hand in behalf 
of Old Hickory. A few of them were Michael Garl>er, John Ran¬ 
dolph, William A. Abney, L. L. Stevenson. Lewis Harman, James 
Points, the Buy lorn and the HciskclU. Dr. Spcccc was a J a c ks on 
man. as far os be meddled In politics, and some of the other party 
sought to weaken hU influence by attributing his partiality to the fad 
that Jack Min was a Presbyterian. The Jackson men held a meeting 
February 8, 1832, and passed resolutions denouncing Clay and Cal¬ 
houn for voting in the Senate to reject the nomination of Van Buren 
as a minister to England "as a most disgraceful attempt to over¬ 
throw a patriotic rival*" 

General Jackson's route from the Hermitage to Washington was 
through Augusta, but he is said to have avoided Staunton because of 
the popular opposition to him here. 
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General Jackson was depicted by his co-temporaries who were 
hostile to him as passionate, rude and illiterate. He was no doubt a 
man of quick and violent temper, but his manners were habitually 
gentlemanly and refined. He certainly possessed the art of winning 
friends. On his trips between the Hermitage and Washington city, 
he sometimes passed, in his private carriage drawn by four gray 
horses, through the eastern part of Rockingham county, and would 
make it convenient to spend a night at the house of Mr. Tobias 
McGahey, one of his personal and political admirers. Arriving there 
one evening, the family were in some trouble, and he went on to Mr. 
Jere Harnsberger's to obtain shelter for the night. He was hospitably 
entertained, although Mr, Harnsberger had been np to that time an 
earnest anti-Jackson man. The result of this casual visit was, that 
ever after the host and all his sons and retainers were zealous parti¬ 
sans of Old Hickory .* 

Colonel Robert Doak, a soldier of the Revolution, long a delegate 
in the Legislature from Augusta, a justice of the peace and high sher¬ 
iff of the county, and elder in Bethel church, died March 12, 1832. 

In the summer of 1832, a breeze of excitement was caused in 
Staunton by the passage through the town of a detachment of United 
States troops, returning to Fort Monroe from the “Black Hawk War,** 
in northwestern Illinois, The detachment consisted of six companies 
of artillery, serving as infantry, taken, two each, from the First, Third 
and Fourth regiments, and was commanded by Captain John Munroe. 
The commissary was Lieutenant W. A. Thornton, and one of the lieu¬ 
tenants was Joseph E. Johnston, who became the distinguished Con¬ 
federate General. The troops marched through Main street from the 
west in military' array, and rested in the meadow where the freight 
depot of the Valley Railroad now stands, to take their midday meal. 
Arms were stacked and knapsacks mislung, and the soldiers, producing 
from the latter bread and bacon, partook of their dinner on the grass. 
The officers dined at the Washington Tavern, then kept by Lewis liar- 
man. In the afternoon the command went on towards Waynes- 
borough. 

Major Robert Anderson, who commanded at Fort Sumter in 1861, 
was a lieutenant of the Third artillery in 1832 ; but whether he was 
with the detachment which came through Staunton, we do not know. 

A political convention met in Staunton July 15, 1832, which was 
regarded as very'imposing and influential. It was largely attended, 
by young men especially, from every port of the State. Charles James 

• This circumstance was related to me by Richard Maury, who war reared in 
the neighborhood. 



AA.VAU OF AUGUSTA COUNT*. 


4*7 


Faulkner, of Berkeley county, presided. The members called them* 
selves '‘National Republicans.” Resolutions offered by Lyttelton 
W added!, of Augusta, recommending Mr. Clay for the presidency, 
were adopted. 


Samuel Miller, of Augusta, was on the electoral ticket nominated 
by the convention. Smith Thompson was door-keeper of the conven¬ 
tion, with George I). Lancaster, David Brown, William Carroll and 
Jacob Carroll aa assistants. 

General Jackson, then President, lodged at Wayticsborough Friday 
night, July 27111, on his way to Tennessee. As usual, he avoided 
Staunton. His custom was to arrange his trips so os to spend a Sun-I 
day at Lexington He always attended church, and was particular to \ 
sit in the pew of Jame* McDowell, afterwards the governor. 

Mr Clay, on his way to Kentucky, arrived tn Staunton Sunday 
evening, July 29th. and remaining till noon on Monday, w*as called 
upon by many citizens At the presidential election in November be 
was defeated. General Jackson being elected a second time. 

The venerable Judge Stuart died in 1832. When quite a young 
man, be was elected Professor of Mathematics 111 W’lJJmtn ami Mary 
College, but declined the position. He was ouc of three commission- j 
ers appointed by the Legislature to run the dividing line between Vir¬ 
ginia and Kentucky, l-rom 1808 to 1828, inclusive, on six occasions, 
he acted as presidential elector. As n Judge, he maintained much of 
the ancient etiquette in the court-room. At the beginning of his 
judicial service, it was customary for the high sheriff, carrying a 
drawn sword, to escort the judges from their lodgings to the court¬ 
house at the opening of each term. Judge Stuart never entirely laid 
aside the dress worn by gentlemen in the early days of the Republic. . 
His hair was usually combed back from his forehead, and ended in a 
queue, and till a short time before his death he wore breeches that 
buckled at the knee, and fair-top boots. His children were four sons,— f 
Thomas Jefferson, Archibald P., Gerard B. f and Alexander H. H. / 
Stuart. 


Every town has amongst its population one or more odd people, 
who are well known by all the other inhabitants, aud, like gnarled 
shrubbery in a park, though not attractive to look upon singly, often 
enhance the general picturesqueness of the place. During the decade 
from 1830 to 1840, Stnuntou had several persons of the *»rt referred 
to. Lawrence Tremper, the postmaster, was one of the eccentric men 
of the time, lie was loug a childless widower, aud for many years 
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there was no one with him in his dwelling except his colored servant, 
a mulatto named Remus, and the wife of the latter. He was general¬ 
ly surly and unaccommodating, at least the children who went 
on errands to the postoffice thought so ; and only now and then he re¬ 
laxed into a smile, or gave expression to a good-humored remark. 
Nobody ever thought of complaining of him to the department. lie 
had been appointed in the administration of Washington,—it was 
so generally supposed, but he was appointed during the administra¬ 
tion of John Adxuns,—that gave a sort of sanctity to his right of 
possession, and the postoffice was conceded to him os his private 
property, to do as he pleased with Jt. Remus was his prominent as¬ 
sistant in the office as well as in all domestic affiiirs. Strange to say, 
Mr. Trcmpcr seemed to feel no pride in the fact that he had been a 
Revolutionary soldier. He never took part in Fourth of July cele¬ 
brations, and was uuknowu in street processions, except of the 
Masonic fraternity. 

Another old man, a bachelor, taller and stouter than Mr. Trcm¬ 
pcr, was known as James Berry Hill, although his name originally 
was James Berryhill. He was born in Rockbridge while it was a 
part of Augusta, but spent most of his life in Staunton as the keeper 
of a retail liquor shop on Main street, a door or two west of Augusta 
street. At the northwest corner of those streets was a deep well with 
a pump in it. which supplied many families with water. Mr, Hill 
constituted himself the Cerberus of the pump, and many times a day 
did he order off servants and chitdren who tarried at the comer to 

I play or gossip. lie always looked remarkably clean in a light drab 
suit, and until late in life wore the old-fashioned costume. His shoes 
were kept polished, and to escape the mud in our unpaved streets he 
sometimes carried cdiips to throw down and step on. 

Michael Puffenbarger lived on the west side of New street, about 
midway between Frederick and Main, and had an open well in his 
back yard. He was a patron of Hill's shop, or some similar establish¬ 
ment, and very often was overcome by his potations. On one of these 
occasions he fell into his well. The news flew through town, and in a 
r short time nearly the whole population assembled in the yard. With 
much trouble the half-drowned man was brought to the surface, drip¬ 
ping wet but somewhat sobered. Seeing the crowd of people on his 
premises he fell into a rage, and declared that things had come to a 
pretty pass when a man could not fall into his own well without 
stirring up a mob. He was a potter bj* trade. 

Smith Thompson was by birth a Scotchman, and in his vigorous 
I manhood a harlier by trade. During the Revolution he was at the 
battle of Guilford and the "siege of York." Unlike Mr. Tremper, 
he was fond of “ shouldering his crutch," etc., etc. After he l»ecame 
1 too feeble to walk in procession, nothing pleased him better than to be 
drawn about the towu in a carriage on the Fourth of July. Having 
been reared in the goodly town of Glasgow, he, of course, knew all 
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the people of the place, and is said to have claimed a particular 
acquaintance with Bailie Nicol Jarvic, of Rob Roy fame. 

In our catalogue of notable people we must not omit to mention a 
certain female resident of Staunton. An Irishman and his wife, 
named Mi'Caiislaud, but called Ma c aslin, lived here for many years, 
and conducted a achool for small children. After the husband's 
1 death his wife continued the school, and of her only the writer had 
any personal knowledge. She lived in an old wooden house on the 
southeast comer of New and Courthouse streets, opposite the Wash* 
ington tavern. There, for long years, she " ruled her little school 
I teaching only spelling and reading, if, indeed, she taught anything. 
The lower apartment of the house served for her kitchen, parlor, 

| chamber and school-room. In the loft she kept stored away many 
article* of old-fashioned jewelry, and wearing apparel of divers 
fabric*. Well docs the writer remember toddling after her up the 
stairway, to be indulged, as a reward of merit, with the sight of her 
" gold-and-green " silk gown. Her official baton w r a* a short stick, 
having leather thongs tacked to one end. called cat-o’-nine-tails." 
Every urchin stood in wholesome dread of this implement, but Mrs. 
Macaslin was not unmerciful in the use of it. She was lamed for life 
by the net of one of her pupils, who pitched an axe at her while she 
was attempting to chastise him. For at least fifty years she flour-idled 
in Staunton, during which time nearly every boy and girl reared here 
\ passed through her hands. Such teachers as site, have passed away. 
/ We ne'er shall look upon her like again. 

Everybody in town and county knew Mrs. Kurtz, the keeper of 
the county jail. Her husband. Jacob Kurtz, was nominally the jailor, 
but she hud the credit of carrying the keys and ruling the establish¬ 
ment. In stature she was like Meg Merrilics, while in official charac¬ 
ter she strongly resembled in some respects Mrs. Mac GufTog, the 
keeper of the prison ut Portanferry, as described in Guy Maiiucriug. 

Another character, known by evervhody, was Pea Johnny, or 
Johnny Pea. so called, because he first came to Staunton to sell black- 
eye peas. He wos a half-witted white man, who had a home in the 
county, twenty miles ofT. but spent most of his time in Staunton. Now 
and then be did a little field-work for small pay, but generally sub- 
listed on chanty. When sober he was inoffensive, and had free access 
to every kitchen in the town. Many cold winter nights he presented 
himself at the door* of citizetis and begged to be taken in. Ofteu he 
entered without permission, and ladies were sometimes aroused from 
sleep at night by his efforts to rekindle the fire in their chambers. But 
Johnny wns too fond of a dram, and sometimes became iutoxicuted. 
Then the boys teased him. and he became dangerous, throwing stones, 
and defending himself with the utmost vigor. 

The chief tormentor of Johnny Pea was n poor waif, a strapping 
young negro woman colled Crazy Nance, who, however, was probably 





public amusement and his own profit in the way of small coin levied 
by him on patriotic citizens. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

FROM I833 TO 1844. 






Let us now endeavor to take a view of Staunton, and to some ex¬ 
tent of the county, in 1833, or we may say from 1823 to 1843, for as 
far as we can ascertain, the condition of things during that period 
remained substantially unchanged. 

Whatever the people of Staunton may think of it at this time, in 
1833 the town was very shabby and unattractive, in respect to its 
streets and buildings, public and private. Very few of the side-walks 
were paved, and pedestrians floundered in the mire at almost every 
step. The side-walks of some of the streets had been railed off, to pro¬ 
tect people on loot from vehicles and cattle, but most of the rails had 
Csllen off, so that only a remnant remained, with here and there a post. 
The town authorities discouraged the planting of trees, and therefore 
the aspect of the town was bare and bleak. The court-house stood in 
the yard still used for that purpose. It was an unsightly stone struc¬ 
ture. nearly square, and two stories high. The entrances were on the 
north and south aides. 

The County Court clerk’s office was a long one-story brick build¬ 
ing near the southwest comer of the lot, and south of the court-house. 
On the north side of the lot adjoining the alley and Augusta street, 
was a brick house of two stories, where the clerk's offices of the Chan¬ 
cery and Circuit Courts were accommodated. This house was entered 
through a two-storied porch on its south side, fronting the court¬ 
house. 


The county jail occupied the site of the present prison, and was 
as plain and unsightly as the courthouse. The town market- 
house was a large shed with roof supported by posts, and no side walls, 
on the corner of the jail lot next Augusta street. In the rear of the 
market-house stood the whipping-post and pillory. 

Augusta street terminated a short distance south of the creek. 
The top of "Gospel Hill” was the eastern terminus of Beverley 
street, and the main Winchester road entered the town over that hill, 
Coalter street being ati extension of the road. 

The people of Staunton obtained water for drinking and cooking 
from a half dozen public wells, and the labor of carrying water to dis- 
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tant points no doubt retarded the growth of the town. There were 
few houses on the hills. 

The waters of the various wells were not equally good. The 
water of " Hopkins’ pump/ 1 at the northeast corner of Beverley and 
Market streets, seemed to be impregnated with magnesia, and was 
generally avoided by thirsty people. But that of 41 Hill’s pump/' at 
the northwest corner of Beverley and Augusta, two squares front the 
former, was pure and sweet, and was sent for by people living far 
away. We have seen that most of the young men of Staunton, who 
went to the Southwest in search of fortune, drifted back in the course 
of time; and old Mr. Hefekell nsed to say that every boy who had 
drank the water of M Hill's pump 99 was sure to return to it. Accord¬ 
ing to Mr. Hciskell, he longed for it as David did for 41 the water of 
the well that is by the gate of Bethlehem.” 

The other pumps were known as Chambers', Gregory’s, Peebles', 
and Puller's. Most of them were v er y deep. Before water was 
brought to town in pipes from country springs, typhoid fever prevailed 
to some extent in Staunton, from which it was inferred that the well 
water was not wholesome. 

There were, and are, several springs in private premises along 
Lewis creek,—one in the cellar of the Bell tavern, and another in a 
lot on Spring lane, where the old parsonage probably once stood. 

There were three churches in Staunton. The old pariah church 
had disappeared and a small new Episcopal church had taken its 
place. The other churches were the Methodist and Presbyterian, and 
all three were without ornamentation. 

A new house was seldom built, and an old one quite as seldom 
repaired. The furniture of the dwellings was very plain, and 
generally home-made. 

The streets often presented a deserted and desolate appearance. 
On many days in summer time, a person stepping into the main street 
would not see another living thing, man or beast, from 44 the head of 
Newtown to the top of Gospel Hill.” 

There was a singular disregard of neatness and comfort in the 
public streets, with exception of Beverley, lower New street, and 
Augusta to some extent. No pavement or sidewalk existed on 
Frederick street from end to end. People walking shared the way 
with horses and cows, all alike tramping through the mud and mire. 
Moreover, there were several stables immediately on that and other 
streets, and piles of litter thrown out on the highway adorned every 
stable door, and sent their fetid drainage meandering through the 
gutters of the town. Many dwelling houses were on Frederick, and 
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the inmates, whenever they went oat, had to pass over or arottnd the 
obstruction* mentioned as best they could. In rainy weather, the 
ground around the cotirtboiwyarrJ n% i.« Jikr m *w*mp. 

The taverns were the Bell, the Eagle, the Wayne and the Wash¬ 
ington* The widow Mitchell kept a country inn half a mile from 
town, on the Winchester road. 

It will observed that there were no M hotels M in those days, at 
least in this part of the country; hut all houses of public entertain¬ 
ment were called taverns, ns at an earlier day they were styled 
ordinaries. One prominent piece of tavern furniture lias entirely din- 
appeared. Whatever else was wanting in the equipment of the 
bouse, every tavern in town had a large bell suspended in some con¬ 
venient place, which was used to summon guests to their meals. The 
bells were rung twice before each meal—first, to notify guests to get 
ready ; and, secondly, after an interval of twenty or thirty minutes, to 
come to the table. Thus, morning, noon and evening there was a 
great clatter in the town. These bells, as well as the courthouse bell, 
were also rung to give the alarm when a fire occurred. As early as 
1797 Suunton could boast of possessing a Chinese gong. In that 
year. Judge Stuart, not yet having been promoted to the bench, re¬ 
ceived a gong as a present from Mr. Jefferson, at that time vice- 
president of the United States; and for many years afterwards it often 
reverlieratcd through the town at dinner time, to summon Judge 
Stuart’s "hands" from the fields. A town clock was procured and 
placed in the tower of the newly-built Lutheran church, In the year 
1851 or 2. Previously, the tavern bells served a generally useful 
purpose by indicating to the people the hours three times a day. 

The Wayne tavern is always associated in the writer’s mind with 
Indians. Before the removal of the southern Indians west of the 
Mississippi, Staunton was on the direct route from their country to 
Washington, and Cherokee*. Chickasaw* and Choctaws frequently 
passed through town on their way to visit the M Great Father.” 

Another familiar sight in Staunton, in 1853. was the M Knoxville 
teams. At that time the merchants of East Tennessee transported 
their goods from Baltimore in wagons, and every spring and fall many 
lumbering wains passed through town, traversing the county, going 
and coming. The horses were generally decorated with bells. After 
the extension of the James River canal to Lynchburg, Knoxville teams 
were seen in Staunton no more. The United States ntaiU for south¬ 
western Virginia and east Tennessee were brought through Staunton 
in stage conches. The mall bags were changed here from one set of 
coaches to another, and many of the bags daily thrown off at our post- 
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office were labelled * ‘Abingdon,** where there was a distributing office. 
The Staunton boys of that era had an idea that Abingdon was a place 
of immense importance. 

About the year 1833, there was a great tide of emigration from 
eastern Virginia and North Carolina to Ohio. Forlorn looking people 
with horses and carts to correspond, and a train of Sax-headed chil¬ 
dren. frequently came along, and when asked where they were going, 
never failed to reply : “To the Ohio/* But while the east was thus 
peopling the west, Ohio, and especially Kentucky, sent annually to 
the eastern markets immense droves of hogs. Every fall, drove after 
drove came through Staunton, till it seemed there must be a surfeit of 
swine’s flesh east of the Blue Ridge. At the same time, little carts 
drawn by little horses brought over sweet potatoes from Nelson county 
and oysters from Fredericksburg. 

Staunton was also a great thoroughfare for travelers going to and 
returning from the Virginia springs. During the “springs season, 1 ’ 
the town was alive with stage coaches, besides the private carriages in 
which many wealthy people traveled. Some of the latter and all of 
the former were drawn by four horses, and occasionally there was 
quite a display of liveried servants. 

The arrival of the Baltimore Bonapartcs on their return from the 
springs, always caused a ripple of excitement. The first boy who 
caught the sight would raise the cry. " Bonaparte is coming I ” and 
all his comrades ran to see the procession. First came a buggy drawn 
by two horses, in which sat a gentleman or two. Next came the 
family carriage drawn by four horses, and conveying the ladies and 
children. In the rear came a two-liorsc spring wagon bringing the 
luggage. Thus, with three vehicles, ten horses, and sundry servants, 
the nephew of Napoleon made his entry and passed through the 
streets. 

The western line of public stage coaches extended from Staunton 
to Guyandotte, on the Ohio river, and afforded the only mode of pub¬ 
lic conveyance for travelers from nearly all parts of Virginia and 
portions of other States, to the Mississippi valley. Bawcctt (pro¬ 
nounced Bocket) long the proprietor of the Winchester line, had 
retired from business in 1833. He was succeeded in turn by Bel den, 
Porter, Boyd, Parish, Kickliu, Harman, Trotter and others. But at 
last the railroads drove the stage coaches from the field. 

The Fourth of July was often celebrated with great zest, especial¬ 
ly when General Porterfield could be induced to come up to town and 
take part. At other times the people had to put up with Smith 
Thompson, the Scotch barber, one of the few surviving soldiers of the 
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Revolution in Staunton, who was helped into m carriage and drawn 
about the streets. Tom Evans now and then paraded the streets in 
his continental uniform. Old Gabriel, too, who was at Yorktown, as 
well as Bmddock*s defeat, was generally on haod to tell of his 

exploits. 

The district court of the United States sat in Staunton twice a year, 
and brought many strangers to town every May and Octol>er. Some* 
times there were exciting trials of mail robbers and forgers of United 
States coin. The judges remembered by the writer were, Caldwell, 
ol Wheeling; Pennybacker, of Harrisonburg; and Brockcnbrotigh, of 
Lexington, James Points, of Staunton, was the United Stales 
Marshal. 

The court house was generally thronged with people, not only on 
the first day of each monthly County Court, but during nearly the 
whole of every term of the Circuit Court The connty levy was laid 
annnally by the County Court at June term, the 4th Monday in the 
month, and H was the duty of all the justices to be present. Generally, 
from thirty to forty attended. They overflowed " the bench," and 
many had to sit in places usually occupied by jurors and others. On 
these occasions the court presented the appearance of a legislative body, 
and the proceedings were often enlivened by animated debates. James 
Bell, Esq., for many years the senior justice, nearly always presided 
at June court. 

Every now and then a ense of general interest arose in the Circuit 
Court, such as the Patrick will case, or a criminal trial like that of 
Xanman Robert# for forgery; and the whole population became enlist¬ 
ed on one side or the other. The speeches of Johnson, Shcflcy, Peyton, 
Baldwin, and other lawyers, were talked about all over the county and 
at every fireside. 

The meeting*house, the school-house, and the court-house, have 
always been the great educational institutions in Augusta. 

A large proportion of the people of Augusta have always been 
noted church goerm. Men. women and children have been in the habit 
of flocking to their various country churches in large numbers. Many 
of them went with a devout spirit to worship ; others, wc must confess, 
attended from force of habit; some, to tell and hear the news; and 
some, to show* off their fine clothes or fine horses. During the period 
of which wc arc now speaking, the roads generally were ungraded and 
rugged, and there were comparatively few family carriages in the 
county. Buggies, now so common, were almost unknown. People of 
both sexes and all ages came to town and wcut to church on horse- 
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back. Young girls cantered along the highways on spirited steeds, 
and their beaux, ou even more fiery chargers, escorted them home, 
and remained for dinner or supper. Sedate matrons went about in 
like manner, on well-broken horses, however, and it was not uncommon 
to see one thus mounted carrying an infiiut in her arms, and with an 
older child sitting behind her on the same horse. 

A country wedding among well-to-do people was always a grand 
occasion. The marriage and principal feast were, of course, at the 
home of the bride, and all the kin far and near and all friends of both 
families were invited and attended. There was much fun und frolic; 
occasionally dancing, but no waltz or 4 * German"; and seldom any 
intoxication from drink. The climax was reached at the cutting of 
the " bride's cake. " Every young girl was eager to find the gold 
finger-ring which was always inserted in the cuke, as the lucky finder 
was sure to be the next bride. Small pieces of the cake were carried 
away, and many a damsel slept with a hit of it under her pillow, that 
her future husband might be revealed to her in u dream. The 
festivities were kept up till a late hour. Then most of the guests 
dispersed to their respective homes, or to neighboring farm-homes, to 
spend the remainder of the night. The bridesmaids and groomsmen 
generally lodged at the bride’s home, to be ready for next day’s pro¬ 
ceedings. and the capacity of the dwelling to furnish quarters was 
taxed to the utmost. A half dozen young men would be put into one 
room to sleep, if they could, in one or two feather lxds,—hair mat¬ 
tresses were unknown ; and in like manner the bridesmaids were ac¬ 
commodated in their chamber. The stable and barn, too, were 
crowded with guests, a dozen or more riding-horses having to be en¬ 
tertained. In most cases there was very little sleep. The female 
head of the family scarcely attempted to rest, as she must be up early 
in the morning to see about breakfast. 

The “ infare" was celebrated next day at the home of the 
groom's parents, if he had not provided a dwelling for himself. To 
this the bridal party repaired on horseback, ami as the cavalcade 
proceeded through the country, the eyes of all the people along the 
route were fixed upon them. The feast to-day consisted of a dinner 
at which every good thing the country afforded was spread upon the 
table. If the season were Fall or Winter, ns was most frequently the 
case, the prominent dish was filled by a portly goose well stuffed,— 
the turkey had not yet taken the place on dinner tables it now 
occupies. Of course there was choice old ham ; and better still, a 
whole pig which had been roasted to a turn on a spit at the wide 
kitchen fireplace, with an apple in its mouth. 
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It may be presumed that by evening all participants were fagged 
out and glad to retire somewhere to rest ami sleep. But often a round 
of parties kept half the country astir for a fortnight. As a natural 
consequence of one wedding, several others came off soon thereafter. 

For many years there were only two militia regiments in the 
county, —tlic Thirty-second and the Ninety-third, The former mus¬ 
tered annually nt Hanger’s, and the latter at the Cross Keys, a tavern 
not far from Greenville* A third regiment, the One-Hundrad-and- 
Sixtieth, was afterward formed, and then the Thirty-second mustered 
at New Hope, the Ninety-third at Middlcbrook,and the One*Hundred- 
and-Sixtieth at Springhill* The officers of the various regiments met 
in Staunton during the month of May, aud were drilled for three days 
preceding the regimental musters by Major George Eskridge, the 
brigade in»f>cctor. 

The militia officers did not pay much attention to thetr costume. 
The colonels and majors and some of the captains, wore, when on 
parade, coats of ancient pattern, not later certainly than the war of 
iS1 2 .—(lark blue cloth, long swallow tails, and brass buttons, with 
epaulets. When, therefore, the Staunton Light Infantry appeared in 
the field, every private iii uniform and carrying a musket, an admiring 
crowd followed the company wherever it marched. After a time some 
variety was demanded by the popular taste, and Captain Hemphill's 
rifle company wan thereupon organized. The privates of this company 
wore hunting shirts and carried the regular old-fashioned rifles. Captain 
Robert S, Brooke's rifle company arose and flourished for some years, 
long after Hemphill's was disbanded. Every militia company was 
required to muster twice a year, and also to attend the regimental 
musters. 

The volunteer companies mustered on one Saturday in every* 
month. They also paraded on the 4th of July, the 22ml of February, 
and on other occasion* when their services were required. At one 
time, by invitation of a military company in Lexington, the Staunton 
Light Infantry marched to that town and the Natural Bridge on a 
visit. A year or two afterwards the Lexington company returned the 
visit, and went, accompanied by the Stauntou troops, to Weyer's Cave. 
On their return to Staunton, all the way-worn veterans were feasted 
by the ladies at a supper in the court-house yard. 

Henry Snyder, a painter by trade, was the chief drummer in the 
county for many years. When a boy he was one of Captain Sowers’ 
musicians in the war of 1812. His assistant was William Sutbords, a 
gunsmith, and the principal fifcr was George Orebaugh, a farmer of 
the Long Glade neighborhood. 
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In the course of time there was a great improvement in the cos¬ 
tume of the militia officers of the county. J. Marshall McCue, a very 
young man and full of military ardor, was appointed adjutant of the 
Thirty-second regiment, before the One Hundred-and Sixtieth was 
formed, and came out in a complete uniform of the modern style, in¬ 
cluding a cocked hat and plume and red sash. The example was con¬ 
tagious. and in n short time all the officers of high rank were similarly 
costumed. Still, most of the captains and lieutenants wore their every 
day clothing on parade, which caused them to appear less warlike and 
decidedly less attractive to the little boys. 

The town of Staunton was, of course, a good deal enlivened by 
the celebrations, stagecoaches, courts, musters, etc., which we have 
mentioned. During the dreary winter months of i83i-’3, it was kept 
awake by General Baldwin's law classes. This school was attended 
by some sprightly youths, who sometimes gave employment to the 
solitary police officer of the town. Dr. Waddell instructed the classes 
in medical jurisprudence. In his advertisement of the second session, 
beginning December t, 1832. General Baldwin said: M The depart¬ 
ment of Medical Jurisprudence will again be conducted by Dr. A. 
Waddell, a gentleman of eminence in bis profession, whose instructive 
and entertaining lectures were received with entire approbation by his 
class at the last session." 

Although Staunton was apparently so un prosperous about the 
year 1833, many branches of industry were prosecuted here then, 
which have greatly declined, or are entirely unknown at the present 
day. The labor and cost of transportation, required the manufacture 
at home of many articles now obtained from the great factories abroad. 
It was so, no doubt, iu most inland towus. But in 1833 Samson 
Eagon and Henry Stofer, in Staunton, and James B. Trimble, at his 
place, called " Bustleburg," supplied the countryside with wagons; 
David Gilkeson manufactured cabinet furniture and sold it widely; 
Jacob and Peter Kurtz were the great manufacturers of chairs, spin¬ 
ning wheels, etc.; Staunton supported three hatters’ shops: Pitman 
made earthen crocks and other articles of that kind ; and Williams had 
a rope-walk iu Newtown, where he spun all sorts of cordage. Armis- 
tcad Mosby, John Kennedy and Absalom Brooks supplied, not only 
the home demand, but a portion of eastern Virginia, with saddlery, 
leather and tinware, making frequent trips to the south of James 
river, in wagons , to sell or barter the products of their shops. 
Tailoring was also an important industry iu Staunton before the 
introduction of ready-made clothing, and several establishments 
employed many journeymen and apprentices. 


AXNALS OV AUGUSTA COU N TY, 


4*9 


Some branches of household manufactures flourished in the coun¬ 
ty. and little spinuing-wheels.—the former for wool and the lat¬ 
ter for flax,—were found in almost every country dwelling. Nearly 
every farm had its loom-house or loom-room. All the clothing for 
servants, and the common every-day wear of most of the white people, 
was manufactured at home. The wool was generally prepared at 
carding machines, hut spun and dyed and woven at home, and the 
cloth was scut to a fulling mill to receive the last finishing stroke. 
The cutting out and sewing were done at the family hearth. Stout, 
heavy jeans was made for the men, and a lighter article of linscy for 
women. B<»tli had cotton warps. The knitting of socks and stock¬ 
ings of yam and cotton was universal, livery female practised the 
art. For summer wear by females, striped cotton cloth was woven. 
All-wool blankets and flannels were made in large quantities, and of 
superior quality. Much flax wu raised in the county, and the little 
spinning-wheel produced the thread for sewing and weaving linen. 
Stout “tow-linen " was woven for negro metis shirts, and quantities 
of toweling and sheeting were also manufactured. Many a thrifty 
housewife still takes pride in exhibiting the blankets, sheets and 
towels which her mother or grandmother made and transmitted to 
her. 


Some account of the fashionable costumes of the people, and also 
of the current money, in and thereabout*, may interest a 

portiou of our renders, although neither costume nor currency was 
peculiar to Augusta county. 

lu regard to costume, the cocked hats, short breeches, and knee 
and shoe buckles, formerly worn by gentlemen, had disappeared. A 
few aged men continued to wear long hair gathered \u a queue at the 
back of their heads, and tied with black ribbons. But most men and 
youths wore thrir hair cropped. Their heads were covered with tall 
black bats, at first of genuine fur. and quite costly, and afterwards of 
cheaper silk. Coarse wool hats were extensively worn by laboring 
people. The faces of the men were clean shaven, except those of 
members of the Dunkard church. Now and then a young man, who 
aspired 44 to look like a bandit," braved public sentiment by turning 
out his mustache, but he was viewed askant by staid people, and 
hardly tolerated in society. The necks of middle-aged and old men 
were enveloped in white cravats. Others wore black silk cravats, or 
tall and still "stocks.” Shirt bosoms were often adorned with 
ruffles. Dress coat* were always of dark blue broadcloth, with high 
collars, swallow tails, and brass buttons. Frock coat* were never 
worn except as surtouis. Vests, or M waistcoats,'* an they were 
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generally called, were made of black velvet or satin. Pantaloons 
were of any kind of cloth the wearer had a fancy for, but always of a 
lighter shade than the coat, and in summer time generally of nankeen. 
Men who rode horseback, as nearly all did, more or less, wore leg¬ 
gings in winter time, or when the roods were muddy ; and as they 
often walked about the streets thus equipped, city people visiting here 
sometimes enquired why so many men had their legs in bandages 1 

The bonnets of the ladies were large and towering, of whatever 
material made, and the lace collars were ample in size. The dresses, 
or " frocks,” probably contained less materials than those now worn, 
and less work and trimming were expended upon them. The dresses 
were low-necked, and capes or collars were always worn, at least on 
the street aud at church. No lady appeared in public except in 
prunella or morocco slippers and silk stockings. Upon one feature of 
female costume much thought and attention were bestowed, and that 
was the sleeves. These were what was called “mutton-legged,” 
small at the wrist, but smiling largely to the shoulder, the larger the 
better. To make them stand out fully and exhibit all their propor¬ 
tions,—a foot and a half to two feet in diameter,—they were, m cold 
weather, stuffed with feathers. In summer time stiff millinet took the 
place of feathers. Bustles and hooped skirts, which came in after¬ 
wards, never attracted as much attention as the mutton-legged sleeves. 
This fashion went out in Paris and New York long before the tact tvas 
known in Staunton. Finally, however, a lady from abroad, wearing 
closely fitting sleeves, appeared in our streets. She was stared at as a 
curiosity, and really looked very odd ; but, nevertheless, the big 
sleeves speedily disappeared. 

Until the decimal silver currency of the United States was issued, 
the small change current here, as elsewhere in the country, consisted 
of Spanish or Mexican dollars and other smaller pieces. By the year 
1833, the pound, Virginia currency, had fallen into disuse, but lesser 
sums of money continued to be stated in shillings and pence. We 
had no five and ten cent pieces, nor quarters, so called, but a Spanish 
coin called "four pence ha* penny,'* another called " nine pence,” and 
a third called “eighteen pence," or " onc-and-six," that is, one 
shilling and six pence. Merchants marked their goods, and people 
counted money in dollars, shillings and pence. The nomenclatures 
and values tvere as follows: four pence etc., 6J4 cents; nine pence, 
12# cents ; a shilling, t 6 }i cents ; eighteen pence, 25 cents ; two-and- 
three-pence, 37# cents ; three shillings, 50 cents ; three and nine- 
pence, 62# cents; four-and-six-pence, 75 cents ; fivc-and-thrcc-penee, 
87# cents; six shillings, $t ; seven-and-six-pence, $1.25 ; nine shil- 
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$*- 5 °; fifteen shillings, $2.50. Cord wood was then unknown 
in Staunton, and the universal price of a four-horse wagon load of 
long wood was nine shillings. Nobody said a dollar and a half, as 
now a days, but nine shillings; and a quarter, or twenty-five cent 
piece, wa* always called eighteen pence. '* Fifteen shilling lawyers.'* 
were those whose fees rarely exceeded $2. 50. 

By the ycur 1833, a marked improvement lud been made in farm 
houses. All the original cabins of the early settlers hud. of course* 
disap|)cttrcd long before. Theso wcrc succee ded by log dw ellin gs built 
of the same m aterials and in the same gener al style as the former, bt^t 
m ore sumwanlhU anflcomiortai)ic, with he re and tfet .» mugh stone 
Sonic of the more recent modem houses stand to this day. 
but weal her-boarded without and plastered within, so that the logs 
composing the walls arc not seen. Then came frame buildings, and 
with them, or a little after, brick houses sprang up all over the county. 
The style of farm dwellings constantly improved, and at this day 
there arc probably more really handsome brick residences in Augusta 
than in any other county in the country. For many years, however, 
there was a singular want of taste in the location and arrangement of 
farm buildings. Often an immense barn stood between the road aud 
the dwelling, and the wood yard was before, or in sight of, the front 
door. AH this has been changed, and on most farms the old barn has 
been removed, and the wood pile, or wood-shed, has been retired to 
the rear. Still many farmers take more pride in their Imrns than in 
their dwellings. I11 eastern Virginia, where there were many young 
slaves to bring water and do other errands, the dwelling was generally 
located on an eminence, somewhat distant from the spring, and the 
kitchen w'aa put as far off as possible from the family residence; in 
the Valley, the dwelling, with the kitchen adjoining, was pat hard by 
the spring. But since cisterns and wind mill-worked wells have been 
introduced, the houses have been climbing up hill. 

Many things now deemed essential to comfortable living were un» 
known in 1830.—cooking stoves, iucifer matches, gum over-shoes, 
and a hundred others. Reapers and mowers, movable threshing 
machines, grain drills, buggy rakes, gleaners, sewing machines, 
breech loading guns, revolvers, and percussion caps had not been in¬ 
vented. Every gun had a flint lock, and merchants kept flint s for 
sale along with powder and shot. The bams on some large farms, 
prior 16 1840, had stationary machines for threshing, but most of thg 
grain was beaten out with flails, or trodden out by horses. The 
only fertilizer imported was' plaster of paris, wlilcir was" usciT ex¬ 
tensively by farmers. 
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About 1835, a silversmith named Paine, living at Wnynesborotigh, 
manufactured small brass riflcd-pistols, which were thought to be 
very superior to any other weapon of the kind. " Paiuc's pistols' 1 
were highly valued aud much sought after. 

Amoug the prominent citizens of Staunton, during the period 
™ of which we are speaking, was Dr. Alexis Martin. Dr. Martin was n 
native of France, and spoke very broken English. He claimed to 
have been a surgeon in the French army during therrigu of Napoleon. 
In person, he was somewhat under the medium stature, rather stout, 
aud of a florid complexion. He lived in a queer old frame house, 
which stood on the lot opposite the Augusta street African Methodist 
church premises. There he built an extensive bath house and cot¬ 
tages for the patients who for sonic years flocked to him. Miss Myra 
Clark, afterwards Mrs. General Gaines, was one of his patients. His 
chief remedies were “vapor sulphur baths" and a liquid called 
" he Roy.’* He seldom appeared in public on foot, but often hurried 
through the streets on his black horse, M Cuflcc,” a natural pacer, so 
that the children of the town regarded him as a sort of centaur. 
Opinions differed materially as to Dr. Martin’s merits. Many in¬ 
telligent people considered him an eminent physician, while others 
thought him a mere pretender. The native physicians unanimously 
entertained the latter opinion. Dr. Martin’s judgment of his three 
rivals is said to have been, that the first was a physician, the second a 
gentleman, the third neither physician nor gentleman. He spent the 
latter days of his life at the Blue Sulphur Springs. 

The transition from doctors to funerals is natural and easy. 

W The funeral customs in Staunton have changed so greatly since 
V the opeuing of Thorurose Cemetery, in 1851, that a brief description 
of former usages may be somewhat interesting. All interments of the 
town dead were made in the old Parish gravej^ard, until almost every 
spot was occupied, and sometimes the remains of one long buried 
were thrown out to make room for one who had recently died. A 
/ hearse was never used, and there was never a carriage in the proces¬ 
sion. The coffin was borue on a bier by four men at a time. The 
number of pall-bearers was always eight, and they relieved one 
another at frequent intervals, The procession, formed at the dwelling 
of the deceased, was led by the minister and physician. Then came 
the pall-bearers with the corpse. The family of the deceased walked 
next. Following them came, first, the men and theu the women in 
pairs, or vice versa s according to the sex of the departed. If the de¬ 
ceased had been connected with any church, the church bcQ was 
lolled ; otherwise the courthouse bell. To omit the bell-tolling would 
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have been considered very disrespectful. At the funeral of a child 
young girls dressed in white generally served as pall-bearer*, and the 
little coffin was carried by means of handkerchiefs passed under it and 
grasped by the bearer*. 

In 1835 the old courthouse of Augusta No. 3, and other buildings 
in the yard, were taken down, and the fourth courthouse and clerk’s 
offices were erected. The present jail was not built till some years 
afterward. 

In the same year occurred a famous contest for n seat in Congress, 
between Samuel McD. Moore, of Rockbridge, and Robert Craig, of 
Roanoke. The polls were kept open in Augusta for three days, and 
the county gave Moore a Urge majority, but Craig was elected. 

Early in 1836 the commissioners appointed by act of assembly to 
receive subscriptions to the capital stock of the M Staunton and 
Potomac Railroad Company," met in Staunton and appointed agents 
throughout the county. Mach interest was kept up in regard to the 
scheme until late in the year, when it was superseded by the excite¬ 
ment of the presidential election. At August court, Mr. Alexander 
H. H. Stuart addressed the people on the subject, ancl at that time 
fifty eight persons had subscribed $65,000. 

James Brownlee, about one hundred and six year* of age, died in 
the neighborhood of Tinkling Spring, March 18, 1836. He was a 
native of Scotland, bom iu 1730, and came to this country early In the 
Revolutionary war. 

In 1836 war was ruging betweeu the United State* and the Creek 
Indian* ; and by net of Cougrcss the President was authorized to 
accept the service* of ten thousand volunteers. An attempt was 
made to raise a company in Augusta. A meeting wo* held at 
Greenville, June t itb, to promote the object, which was called to 
order by James Bmugardner. Captain Robert Lynch presided, and 
Captain Harper and Doctor Austin made speeches. But a sufficient 
number of volunteers could not be obtained. 

A State Convention of the opponents of Martiu Van Buren was 
held in Staunton on the 4U1 of July. Colonel James Crawford, 
of Augusta, was president of the body, which nominated General 
Harrison for president of the United States and Johu Tyler for vice- 
president. 

The Fourth of July this year was celebrated, on the Staunton 
Sf*eta tot expressed it, “ with more than usual pomp, festivity, and 
glee." The citizens assembled at the Presbyterian church, where “the 
Declaration of Independence was read by Chesley Kinney, Esq., 
prefaced by Nome beautiful and appropriate remarks, and an oration 
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pronounced by William Frazier* Esq., which bos elicited universal 
commendation for its classic style and elegance.*' In the afternoon, a 
procession formed on Main street and proceeded to a spring near town 
where a dinner was provided. The dinner was spread on tables under 
a long arbor constructed for the purpose, in what was thou known 
as " Bushy Field," northeast of town, near, if not on, the road now 
leading from the old Winchester road to the macadamized turnpike. 
Mr, Peyton presided at the dinner, assisted by General Baldwin, 
David W. Patteson, William Kinney, and Colonel George C. Robert- 
sou. The members of the Harrison Convention, the Staunton Light 
Infantry, and *' the orators of the day " were invited guests. Many 
toasts were offered and drank. At night there was a ball at the 
Wayne tavern. 

One incident of the celebration was not mentioned by the Spectator 
in its voluminous and glowing account of the proceedings. At that 
time Fanuin's massacre in Texas had recently occurred, and it was 
feared that John S. Brooks, a native of Staunton, was one of the 
victims. He had gone to Texas a year or two before, and was in the 
Texan army. Being well known and highly esteemed here, much 
solicitude was felt iu the community in regard to his fate. 

Another native of Staunton had also liecn absent for many 
months, but where he was few, if any, persons knew. This was 
Elijah Calvert, a tailor by trade, commonly called “Lige.*' We 
mention his uame with no unkiudly feeling. On the contrary, we 
cherish for him a sort of gratitude for the amusement he afforded for 
many years to everybody in town. He was an incorrigible wag, full 
of practical jokes, good-natured, and willing to be laughed at if other 
people found enjoyment thereby. He had been a member of the 
Staunton Light Infautry, and was therefore a soldier. His appear¬ 
ance and bearing were eminently military. Anticipating the celebra¬ 
tion of the Fourth in Staunton, he arranged it so as to return from his 
tramp and make his advent here on that day. Accordingly, just at 
the close of the dinner in Bushy Field, he presented himself to the 
admiring tbrong. He wore a slouched hut, nut common in this 
region at that time, but associated with our ideas of wild frontier life, 
and that had evidently gone through the wars. He had on also 
a military coat, which might have been the uniform of a major- 
general. This latter, as well as the liat, was worn with the most de¬ 
lightful negligence, as if the wearer were accustomed to it, but rather 
tired of the costume. HLs countenance was extremely solemn, and 
his manner in the highest degree dignified. His face plainly said: 

'' I have recently passed through too many scenes of carnage to 
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indulge in the least hilarity.*' He said little, but left much to be in¬ 
ferred- Immediately the information spread through the crowd that 
Lige Calvert had just returned from Texas, where, of course, he was 
the hero of a hundred doperate battles. He was plied with questions 
about John Brooks, but evaded them as far as he could. The captain 
and men of the Light Infantry gathered around him, eager to do 
honor to their funner comrade, and planning how he should lie intro¬ 
duced to the crowd. Lige, however, could not stand much ceremony, 
—at any rate, he knew belter than any one else how to do the thing ; 
so, breaking away from the self-constitvilet 1 committee of arrange¬ 
ments, he went forward on his own responsibility. Starting at one 
end of the arbor, he proceeded to the other, waiving his hat over his 
head and saluting the crowd with inimitable grace and dignity. The 
finest gentleman present, however, trained in courts and camps, could 
not have exhibited himself half so well. Durmg his progress from 
the head to the foot of lire arbor, the war-worn veteran was greeted 
with shouts of applause. In a few* days,—before the next Spectator 
was issued,—it leaked out that the hero had lieeti quietly workiug at 
his trade iu various tow ns, and had not been near Texas. 

The Spectator of August nth, published a full and authentic 
account of Fannin's massacre. John Brook*, who was aid to Colonel 
Fannin, w ith the rank of Captain, being unable to walk, was taken out 
by the Mexicans in a blanket and shot in cold blood. 

Three or four years afterwards, the Fourth of July was celebrated 
in a different manner. There was a grand procession of Sunday- 
school children and others, and addresses were delivered in the 
Methodist church by Messrs. Lyttelton Waddell, Thomas J. Micbic 
and Chcslcy Kinney. 

In September, i<j6 * General Harrison was in Staunton, on his 
way to visit his early home below Richmond. He was invited to 
partake of a public dinner here, but declined. Many of his political 
friends dined with him, however, at the Washington tavern. At the 
election, the vote of Augusta stood, for Harrison, 801 ; Van Burcti, 
joj; Hugh L. White, so. There were only six voting places in the 
county*—Staunton, Wayucsborough, Middlebruok, Mount Solon, 
Mount Sidney and the Pastures. 

Robert Craig was re-elected to Congress in 1837, and at the same 
time Alexander II. H. Stuart and William Kinney were elected to 
represent Augusta in the House of Delegates. David W. Paltcson 
represented the county in the State Senate. 

In March, 1838, the Valley Turnpike Company was chartered* 
to construct a macadamixed road from Staunton to Winchester. The 






« 


436 ANNALS OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 

capital stock was three hundred thousand dollars, of which the State 
subscribed three-fifths. The remainder was promptly subscribed by 
the people immediately interested, and the work was vigorously prose¬ 
cuted. Early in the same year the Staunton and Parkersburg turn¬ 
pike was located, aud the road was made, in course of time, at State 
expense. These great improvements gave a considerable impetus to 
Staunton. 

During the night of October 4, 1838, an extensive conflagration 
occurred in Staunton, The Wayne tavern, then unoccupied, five 
other houses, three shops and six stables were consumed. The 
tavern stable had been rented and supplied with forage for the horses 
belonging to the members of the Presbyterian Synod of Virginia, then 
meeting in Staunton, and seventeen of these horses perished in the 
flames. Another fire occurred in town soon thereafter. Both were 
believed to be the work of an incendiary, and the town council, on 
October 12th, requested merchants to discontinue the sale of lucifer 
matches ! K y 

On November 1. 1S38, the hundreth anniversary of the organiza¬ 
tion of the county, was celebrated, The Staunton Light Infantry, 
Captain Harper, and Captain S. D. Coiner's troop of cavalry, paraded 
in town, and salutes were fired morning and evening from the old 
field pieces There wns also a dinner at the Washington tavern, Mr. 
Peyton presiding. 

The subject of supplying the town of Staunton with water, by 
means of iron pipes leading from a spring In the country, was intro¬ 
duced in the town council as early as 1833, but nothing was 
accomplished till 1839. The Legislature in that year passed an 
act for supplying the Western Lunatic Asylum with water, and the 
towu united with the asylum in bringing water from Kinney's 
Spring. The county contributed one thousand dollars to the cost. 
The quantity of water furnished, however, proving inadequate to 
supply l>oth town and asylum, the former, in 1848, piped the 
“Buttermilk Spring.” Dwellings soon sprang up on the hills sur¬ 
rounding the town. The contract for the present extensive city 
water works was awarded July 27, 1875. 

In July, 1839, Cyrus H. McCormick gave the first exhibition of 
his reaper in the count}" on the farm of Joseph Smith. The machine 
was advertised to cut one and a-half to two acres an hour^nd required 
two men and two horses to work it. The price was fifty dollars. 

The Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind was opened 
in Staunton the latter part of 1839 in rented quarters. The corner¬ 
stone of the building, erected by the State, was laid with much 
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ceremony, July 9, 1840. James McDowell, of Lexington, a member 
of the board of victors, delivered an oration, and there was a dinner 
at the Ragle tavern. 

During the summer and fall of 1840, politics were the absorbing 
topic throughout the country. The supporters of General Harrison, 
the Whig candidate, organized "Tippecanoe Clubs," built log cabins, 
and drank hard cider, to help on the cause. The people of Augusta 
were thoroughly aroused, a large majority of them supporting Harrison, 
but a M Spartan hand M of the M unterrified Democracy '* in the county 
was equally zealous. A two days’ meeting was held in Staunton, 
August 24 aud 25; ex-Governor Barbour. John S. Pendleton, and S. 
McD. Moore, were the speakers on the Whig side; and William 
Smith, afterwards Governor, Thomas J. Randolph, and John Leteller, 
represented the Democracy, 

Early iu October a great mass-meeting was held in Richmond, on 
which occcasion Daniel Webster delivered several speeches. The 
Whigs of Augusta attended the meeting m large numbers. On Sep¬ 
tember court-day the " Augusta Banner” was displayed at the court¬ 
house in Staunton. General Baldwin made a speech and delivered the 
“ Banner ’ to John Wise, who was with Harrison under Wayne at the 
Maumee, to bear it in the procession at Richmond. General Porter¬ 
field was in town and at the court-house, and the people escorted him 
to his lodgings. 

The Staunton Spectator of October t, announced that 011c hundred 
aud fifty Augusta farmers had recently crossed Rockfish Gap, in their 
wagons, on their way to the Richmond meeting. John Wise was, 
however, stolen from them at Richmond, and made to carry the 
" Maumee battle-flag. 19 

At the election, Augusta county cast 1,206 votes for Harrison, and 
461 for Van Buren. 

In the spring of 1841, Alexander H. H. Stuart, of Augusta, was 
elected to the United States House of Representatives, over his com¬ 
petitor, James McDowell, of Rockbridge. The preliminary canvass 
was noted for the ability and dignity with which it was conducted by 
the candidates. It is a little remarkable that only two citizens of 
Augusta.—Jacob Swoopc and Alexander H. H. Stuart,—up to this 
time, had ever sat in Congress, and they only for one term each, 
notwithstanding many eminent men have resided here from the earliest 
period in the history of the county. 

At the session of the Legislature of 1841-2, General B. G. Bald¬ 
win, of Staunton, was elected by the Legislature a Judge of the 
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Supreme Court of Appeals. Mr. Peyton was at that time the State 
Senator from Augusta. 



Staunton was from an early day the seat of a high school for the 
education of females, under a succession of teachers. In 1831 the 
widow and daughters of Daniel Sheffey opened a bonrdiug school for 
girls, at their residence, called Kaloruraa, and conducted it prosper¬ 
ously for many years. In 1842 the Presbyterians of the county found¬ 
ed the Augusta Female Seminary, Soou afterward, the Episcopalians 
founded the Virginia Female Institute, and the Methodists the Wesley¬ 
an Female Institute. Easily, the Staunton Female Seminary was 
founded under the auspices of the Lutherans. 



General Porterfield died on Monday, February 13, 1843, in the 
ninety-first year of his age. 


In October, 1843, two attempts at balloon ascensions were made 
iu Stauuton. John Wise, of Pennsylvania, a famous aeronaut, adver¬ 
tised an ascension on the 3d of October. He began to inflate his bal¬ 
loon in the Academy lot, around which a high and close fence bad 
been built, spectators being admitted at so much a head, children half 
price* But the wiud was very high, and Mr. W ise, with the concur¬ 
rence of the crowd, abandoned his project, promising, however, to 
renew it at some future day. The second attempt, on Saturday, the 
14th, although by a man named Cramer, was iu fulfillment of the 
promise, and was open to the public. Multitudes of people came in 
from the surrounding country, and even from neighboring counties, to 
wftuess the spectacle. It was a beautiful October day, and the sight 
of the immense crowd in Stuart’s meadow ami on the side of the adja¬ 
cent hill, including many females in gay shawls and dresses, was most 
picturesque. This time, however, there was not gas enough to inflate 
the balloon. Cramer detached the car, or basket, and sat astride the 
j ropes; he stripped off his coat, his hat, his shoes, and nearly all his 
. clothing, but was still too heavy to ascend. The balloon occasionally 
leaped up a few yards, but before the crowd could raise a shout it was 
, down again. Partly floating in the air, and partly borne by several 
■ men, who every now and then tried to toss it up, it traversed Stuart’s 
hill, the eager throng following after. Finally everybody became ex¬ 
hausted, and the people dispersed, well pleased with the sport. A 
successful ascension could not have afforded half the entertainment. 
Previous to this date paper balloons, inflated with heated air, had 
frequently been sent up at night. 
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Some description of the four great lawyers of Staunton, who are 
mentioned in the early part of the preceding chapter as cotciuporaries, 
will not be out of place here. 

Major Shcffey, as he was called, is described by persons who re- 
mcmticr him, as a short, stout man, very near-sighted, having a 
decided German accent in his speech, and a habit of twirling his 
watch seal while addressiug a court or jury. His extraordinary 
ability was universally conceded. He was a native of Frederick, 
Maryland, and originally a shoemaker. Settling at Wythevillc to 
pursue his trade, he studied law', and soon became distinguished at 
the bar, in the Legislature, and in Congress. His home nt Staunton 
was nt the place called Kaloraina. He died in 1830. 

Mr. Johnson was a native of Louisa county, and was educated at 
William and Mary College. He was a tall and portly man. His 
features were regular and handsome, and his countenance was benig¬ 
nant. He always dressed well, and as he rode on horseback to and 
from his country scat, llearwallow, every beholder recognized him as 
a man of mark, llis speeches iu court were long and loud, but always 
very able. He died in 1849. 

Mr. Peyton was tom in Stafford county, and educated at Prince- 
toil College. He, like Mr. Johnson, was tall, large and erect, and 
dressed neatly. He also rode ou horseback to and from Montgomery 
Hall, u mile west of town. His speeches were never very long, and 
never wearied the listener. As a prosecuting attorney lie was con¬ 
sidered unrivaled. To many persons he probably appeared haughty ; 
but to those he approved of, however young or ignorant, he was very 
genial and kind. He died in 1847. 

General Baldwin,—to called till he was elected n judge of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals,—was bom in Frederick county, and 
educated ut William and Mary College. His residence at Staunton 
was at Spring Farm, less than a mile from his office. He was a large 
man, of rather ungraceful figure, and \'ery indifferent about his 
costume, though not slovenly. Ffe rarely appeared on horseback, but 
generally walked to and from town, carrying his papers in a green bog, 
and apparently absorbed iu thinking over some important matter, He 
was a man of great benevolence, and in his private circle of friends 
distinguished for his affectionate disposition. He was considered an 
eloquent speaker, but was muie eminent as a writer. llis popularity 
in the county was unbounded. He died in 185a. He was major- 
general of militia. 

All these distinguished latvyers were adherents of the Episcopal 
church. 


Dr. Addison Waddell held no conspicuous public office, and his 
name seldom appears in our Anunls. The writer, however, may .say 
of his* father, what all who knew him admitted to Ik? true, that he was 
a learned and wise physician, and a deeply-read metaphysician and 


CHAPTER XIX, 


FROM I844 TO i860. 


The political canvass of 1S44 was conducted in Augusta, as well 
as elsewhere, with nearly as much ardor os was displayed in 1840. 
The Whigs were active in their efforts to secure the election of Henry 
Clay, but failed of success. 

A second newspaper was established in Staunton, in 1843, as the 
organ of the Democrats of the county. It was first called the Augusta 
Democrat, but the name was subsequently changed to Staunton 
Vindicator, 

A stranger walking through the business portion of Staunton, 
would not imagine that the place was liable to be devastated by floods, 
there being no water course visible to the eye. Yet the town has 
several times suffered severely from that cause. The first occurrence 
of the sort of much consequence, was in the summer of 1846. The 
north branch of Lewis' creek (which runs under Central avenue) 
drains an extensive valley, or rather several valleys, northwest of the 
town, but ordinarily is a very small rivulet After an extraordinary 
down fall of rain on the day referred to, however, 0 great tidal wave 
came down the course of the little stream, and overflowed and sub¬ 
merged nil the lower part of the town, from Frederick street on the 
north and Lewis street on the west, filling cellars, entering many 
houses, and tearing great holes in the streets. The force of the cur¬ 
rent was so strong as to sweep down Urge flag stones almost as if they 
were blocks of wood. In many places the water was waist deep. 
But no life was lost, and no bonse was moved from its foundation. 
One gentleman, however, came near being drowned. He was stand¬ 
ing on the porch of a house which then stood at the comer of the jail 
lot, Augusta and Courthouse streets, and the supports of the porch be¬ 
ing undermined, he was precipitated into the mging torrent and swept 
down to the channel of the creek in rear of the jail. There he was 
cast upon a pile of stones, from which he was rescued. Augusta 
street then extended south only to the creek, which was not bridged 


over. 


ville* and with their wives and children took possession of a large 
framehouse. The M Corkonians ” at the Blue Ridge tunnel warned 
them off, and finally, on the nth, marched through Wayncsborough, 
two hundred and thirty-five in number, and assailed the *'Faniowncrs" 
in their quarters. They beat the men, broke into boxes, tore up 
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clothing, burnt down the house, and then returned to the mountain. 
The neighboring country people were afraid to approach near enough 
to ascertain the true state of affairs, and the most exaggerated and 
alarming reports were brought to town. We heard that many persons 
had been killed, and that human heads were rolling about like pump¬ 
kins The civil authorities called npon the military for assistance; 
the drum was beat, nearly all the young men in town fell into ranks, 
and about dark n large company, well armed, marched off to the 
scene of disturliancc. Every one fully expected a fight with the 
rioters. Several mourned men started in advance of the infantry, and 
finding on their arrival at the burnt house that the enemy had retired, 
crossed over to Hidterwilk to meet the main body. When the latter 
came up, the force pushed on to Waynesboro ugh. The company ar¬ 
rived there at eleven o'clock, and after resting awhile, proceeded to 
the mountain to make a night attack. A house in which some of the 
Irish lodged, was surrounded, and the inmates surrendered without 
resistance. Other suspected Irish were arrested m Way nest *>rough 
and on the road.—in fact, every stranger whose tongue betrayed him 
as a native of the Emerald Isle.—so that about fifty prisoners were 
secured and brought to Staunton. They were examined by several 
magistrates during two or three days, but it was impossible to identify 
many of them os rioters. Only two or three were finally convicted 
and punished. The expedition and subsequent trials furnished many 
entertaining and comical incidents. The prisoners displayed their 
native wit on nil occasions, and seemed to enjoy the sport as fully as 
others. Finally the community lost sight of the lawlessness of the 
occurrence in the amusement over the affuir; and what at first 
appeared a dreadful tragedy, ended in general laughter. 

The " Middle brook and Browusburg Company" was chartered 
March 17, 1851, to make a turnpike from Staunton to Lexington, by 
way of Middlcbrook and Brownsbutg. The capital stock was thirty- 
seven thousand five hundred dollars, of which the State subscribed 
three-fifths. The road was made os contemplated. 

The first bank opened here was established in 1847. It was a 
branch of the 11 Bank of the Valley in Virginia,” at Winchester, and 
was known as Ihc " Valley Bank, at Staunton." The Central Bank 
of Virginia, an independent institution, was established here in 1853. 
The funds of these institutions were unavoidably converted into Confed¬ 
erate currency and securities during the war of 1861—^65, and the cap¬ 
ital of both was found to be worthless at the end of the? war. 

The Mossy Creek Academy, a high school for lioya, was estab¬ 
lished iu 1850, by Jed. Hotchkiss. A handsome and convenient build- 
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ing was erected, and the school flourished for a number of years. 
Many of its pupils became prominent aud useful men. The war of 
secession closed this school, as it did most others. During a part of 
the war the buildiug was used as a Confederate military hospital, and 
was accidentally destroyed by fire. The portions of the building not 
consumed were used in the construction of a pubbiie free school-house 
on or near the site of the academy. 

The subject of calling a convention to revise the State Constitu¬ 
tion was agitated for several years previous to 1850. In that year the 
convention was called; the members from Augusta were David Fultz 
and Hugh W. Sheffey, aud the new Constitution was ratified by the 
people at the polls in 1851. The changes tu our system of govern¬ 
ment were uumcrous and radical. Suffrage was extended to all white 
male citizeus ; aud judges, justices of the peace and all county officers 
were made elective by the people.* 

The last session of the County Court of Augusta under the old 
system was held July 2 6, 1852. Lyttelton Waddell was the last of the 
high sheriffs, but held the office for only a few months. George M. 
Cochran, Sr., would have succeeded him. if there had been no change 
in the Constitution. Both these gentlemen had served as members of 
the County Court for many years without compensation. The people, 
however, retained most of the former county officers. Judge Thomp¬ 
son was elected judge of the Circuit Court. Nicholas C. Kinney clerk 
of that court, and Jefferson Kinney clerk of the County Court. 
Moses H. McCue was elected sheriff, and William H. Harman com¬ 
monwealth's attorney. 

Under the Constitution of 1850, justices of the peace were elected 
for a term of four years, beginning July t, 1852. The first County 
Court was held by the new justices on the fourth Monday iu July of 
that year. Colonel James Crawford was elected president of the 

• Tlie Justice* of the Peace and members of the County Court at the time the 
change was made were Shelton S. Abney, Jacob Baylor. David S. Bell, James 
Bell, Samuel H. BtU, James Berry, John B. Breckinridge, Robert P. Brown, 
George M. Cochran, James A. Cochran, Samuel D. Crawford, James Crawford, 
Benjamin Crawford, Joseph D. Craig, Dr. John A. Davidson, John G. Fulton, 
Theophilus Gamble, David Griffith, Robert Guy, William Guy, Samuel Bontft- 
berger. Dr. Isaac Hall, William Harris, Samuel Harris, Kenton Harper, Porter¬ 
field A Hciskcll, James Henry, Elijah Hogshead, David Kerr, Samuel Kennedy, 
James M, Lilly, Nathaniel Masale, Edward G. Moorman, Archer M. Moore, John 
McCue, J. Marshall McCue, John A. I*attcr*on, William Ramsey, Joseph Smith, 
James M. Stout, Gerard B. Stuart, William M. Tate, Dr. A. Waddell, Lyttelton 
Waddell, John W.> Thomas P. Wilson, William Wilson, Luke W»>odwr. 
Lewis Way land, aud William Young. 
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court. HU successor «M Nathaniel Massic, and other presiding 
Jtutices were, in the order named : Robert Guv, J. Marshall McCue, 
and Robert G. Dickie. 

Alexander H. H. Stuart, of Staunton, was called to the cabinet of 
President Filmore in 1850. as Secretary of the Interior. 

After the adoption of the Constitution of 1851, Staunton was 
usually selected as the place in which to hold State conventions of the 
Democratic party, to nominate candidates for governor, lieutenant- 
governor and uttorney-genemL Here Joseph John.non and Henry A. 

[ Wise were successively nominated for the office of governor, by large 
and tumultuous assemblies. 

A brief account of the burying-grouuds of Staunton must not be 
omitted. On April 3, 1750, William Beverley conveyed to John 
Madison and James Lockart, church-wardens of Augusta Parish, and 
their successors, in consideration of six pounds Virginia money, 
a lot of land containing nearly two and a half acres, adjacent to the 
town of Staunton, " for the use of the Parish of Augusta as a place to 
erect a church on.” This lot became the common burying ground for 
the people of Staunton and vicinity, and was so used for a hundred 
years. By the end of that time it was crowded to overflowing, so that 
it was almost impossible to dig a new grave without encroaching upon 
the remains of some one already buried there. 

It was high time for another burial-place to be provided, and in 
1848**9, some citizens of the town organized for the purpose* 
Thornrosc Cemetery Company was chartered by act of the Legisla¬ 
ture, February 24. 1849, and a tract of twelve acres west of the town 
was bought and laid off in lots, roads and walks. The town council 
entered an order. December 29, 1832. prohibiting further interments 
in the old graveyard; but, as far as the records show, the first 
interment in the Cemetery was not made till March 29, 1853. 

On the 28th of May, 1853, the Cemetery was formally dedicated. 
A procession of Free Masons. Odd Fellows, Sons of Temperance and 
other citizens was formed in town, and watked to the Cemetery, 
where prayer was offered; and on returning to the Methodist church, 
an address was there delivered by Professor McGuffey of the Universi¬ 
ty of Virginia. 

William Coleman was murdered in Staunton during the night of 
August ii, 1853, He was a small old man, a cabiuet-maker by trade, 
and one of the meekest and most inoffensive persons in the town. His 
residence and shop were on, or near, the site of the Staunton Gas 
Works, and being a bachelor, he lived entirely alone. He was last 
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seen alive on Thursday. August nth. On Friday and Saturday his 
doors were closed, and as he did not appear about his premises as usual, 
fears in regard to him began to be entertained. On Sunday morning, 
the 14th, the house was entered, and there lay the body of the old man, 
his skull crushed by a hammer which was found near by, covered with 
gore. The house had apparently been searched for money, which, from 
Coleman’s industrious and frugal habits, it was supposed he pos¬ 
sessed. 

Suspicion fell upon three men, and they were arrested, one of 
whom turned State’s evidence. The other two were convicted and 
sentenced to be hung ; but one only was executed, the punishment of 
the other being commuted by the Governor to confinement in the 
penitentiary. 

The political canvas of 1855, which resulted in the election of 
Henry A. Wise as Governor, caused much excitement in Augusta, as 
well as elsewhere in the State ; but there was nothing of special local 
interest connected with it. 

In February, 1856, a resident of Staunton disappeared in a mys¬ 
terious manner. This was a homely little German called Martin 
Wygand. He was a native of Bavaria, and had been n servant in the 
household of Otho, King of Greece. When he first came to Staunton, 
he could scarcely speak a word of English. He obtained employment 
as a gardner, and soou proved himself an industrious and thrifty man. 

At the same time, and for many previous years, an old woman 
named Katy Woolwine and her daughter, Harriet, lived in a log hut 
in the part of Staunton called Gallowstown. Harriet was an old maid 
with a sallow complexion, very deaf, and not at all handsome. Both 
mother and daughter were members of the Presbyterian church, and 
the latter, at least, was a woman of unexceptionable character. She 
was a seamstress, and went from house to house to do sewing for many 
families. In the course of nature the mother died, and Harriet was 
left alone in the world. But the time had come for her to find a hus¬ 
band. Martin Wygand, attracted by her virtues, if not her beauty,— 
or by the two hundred dollars she was said to have laid up,— pro posed 
marriage and was accepted. It is still a question whether Harriet ever 
knew her husband's name,—site never referred to him except as "he" 
and •‘him/’ Martin was originally a Roman Catholic, but after a 
few years he professed the Protestant religion and joined the Presbyte¬ 
rian church. Before this, however, he had become sexton of the 
church, the duties of which office he discharged with great efficiency 
fora number of years. He prospered in his wordly affairs; the pro¬ 
ducts of his garden and his salary as sexton afforded him a competent 
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support and some surplus ; so that he purchased a lot of several acres 
and built a house upon it. His wife, however, died, and then Martin 
became involved in serious trouble. Being considered an cligibte 
match, several German women aspired to a dower interest in his estate. 
One Ixixoii! widow came all the way front Richmond to cheer his lone* 
liness and olitain a home for herself. He had probably encouraged 
her addresses through a mutual acquaintance, but when she arrived 
did not like her person or maimers. She went to his house, and find¬ 
ing him inexorable, retired in a rngc, declaring to him in broken Kng- 
lisli, ° 1 makes you marry me.” A suit for breach of marriage con¬ 
tract was actually instituted. Poor Martin was grievously afflicted. 
He had several times exhibited symptoms of derangement, and now he 
was hut i» little better than a lunatic. At length he disappeared from his 
accustomed walks, and the doors and windows of his house remained 
closed all day. Some friend went upon the premises, and found his 
pig and cows in a neglected and suffering condition. From that time 
he has not been seen in Staunton, and his fate is unknown. He was 
beard of in Winchester, and there all trace of him was hist. His prop¬ 
erty was supposed to have escheated, and was sold ; hut finally some 
distant relative of his wife established their legal right to the proceeds 


and obtained them. 

The Catholic priest residing in Staunton for some years previous 
to 1837, was Dan id Downey, a stout and rollicking Irishman. He 
lived in the ancient brick house on the wxst side of Augusta street, 
nearly opposite his church. Persons posting this house nt 8 or 9 
o'clock on the night of December is, 1857, discovered cm the pave¬ 
ment, opposite the front door, the dead body of n man, who proved to 
be William Mullins, a young Irishman. Officers entered the house, 
and found Downey lying ou the floor of the front room in a state of 
hi fusibility. 

A coroner's jury was impaneled, and the following facts were 
ascertained : Mullins had seduced Margaret -, Downey's house¬ 

keeper, and promised to marry her, hut put it off from day to day. 
He was expected up that evening for the purpose, and not coming, a 
friend who was staying with Downey, went for him ; and he came ac¬ 
companied by another Irishman. Mullins went immediately to 
Dowuey's chamber, nt the rear of the house, while the other two re¬ 
mained in the front room with Margaret -, There was a door 

between the rooms, but neither of the men saw what took place in the 
chamber. Ouc of them heard a few words ; the other heard nothing. 
Suddenly, a pistol was fired in the chamber, and the two men rushing 
iu found Mullins dead, or dying. They carried him out of the house. 
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One of them remained by the body, and the other went for assistance. 
Margaret-fled from the premises. 

The jury held Downey for trial, nnd he was committed to jail. 

The Examining Court was held January 6. 1858, aud the prisoner 
was sent on to the Circuit Court. The trial in the latter court began 

June 5, 1858, and Margaret-was then introduced os a witness. 

She testified that she saw Mullins take up the pistol, and heard 
Downey order him to lay it down. A momentary scuffle ensued, and 
from the statements of the witness it seemed possible, if not probable, 
that Mullins was accidentally shot. The jury, however, could not 
agree, and were discharged on the 15th. 

A second trial took place at November terra, 1858, and on the 
15th the jury rendered a verdict of M murder in the second degree/' 
On motion of the prisoner's counsel, Judge Thompson set aside the 
verdict, aud ordered a new trial at a special terra on February 8, 
1859- 

At the third trial, Judge Kenney, of Rockingham, presided, and 
again the jury failed to agree. The case was then removed to 
Albemarle county. 

The last trial took place in Charlottesville, in May, 1859, and on 
the 13th the accused was acquitted and discharged, public opinion 
generally approving. 

Downey survived his acquittal ten or twelve years, living in the 
house where the tragedy occurred. He was deposed from the priest¬ 
hood, and under the ban of the church duriug the remainder of his 
life. 

We must uot omit to mention the gTeat snow storm of January, 
1857, which is still often referred to in conversation, aud by the news¬ 
papers. Snow began to fall about 7 o’clock Saturday night, the t7th, 
and continued without cessation for twenty-four hours. All day Sun¬ 
day, the 18th, the mercury stood at zero, aud the wind blew in a gale 
from apparently every point of the compass, driving the snow into 
houses through every crack, piling it up many feet deep in some places, 
and in others sweeping the earth bare. The running of trains on the 
Virginia Central railroad was suspended for ten days, and as there 
was then no telegraph line to Staunton, the people of the town and 
count}' w f crc cut off from communication with the outside world. But 
never did good-fellowship and all the social virtues prevail so generally 
in the community. Two issues of the Stauntou newspapers were 
brought out during the embargo, aud the editors were put to the 
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trump* for copy. At length after dark Tuesday evening, the 27th, the 
town was startled and elated by the unaccustomed sound of an engine 
whistle, and a large port of the population rushed to the depot to learn 
the news. Did Richmoud, Washington and New York survive, or 
had they been smothered to death by the snow' f The train proved to 
be only an engine with one car attached, bringing the passenger* who 
had started from Richmond on the 18th. The regular western train 
of that clay was arrested by the storm at Louisa Court-house, and the 
passengers were ticiuhicd there till the aist. They then worked their 
way by some means to Qordonaville, where they had to remain till the 
25th. Starting again, they spent a night in the railroad car, and 
reached Staunton, as stated, on the 27th. They brought no mail nor 
new* except the account of their own adventures. At 4 o'clock Wed¬ 
nesday, January 28th. the first train from Richmond arrived with 
thirty bags of mail for the Staunton poctaBoe. 

The John Brown raid at Harper's Ferry occurred in the fall of 
1859. Many military companies were assembled at that place by order 
of Governor Wise, among them the West Augusta Guard of Stauntou, 
Captain W. S. H. Baylor. This fanatical affair was like " the letting 
out of waters," comparatively trifling in itself, but tending to the des¬ 
perate strife which arose in less than two years thereafter. 

Again in the summer of i860, Staunton was visited by three 
floods, two in one day, similar to the occurrence of 1K46. The first 
was preceded by n terrific storm of thunder, lightning, wind and rain. 
As on the former occasion, after the storm was over the flood came 
and swept through the town. The last of this scries presented a 
curious phenomenon. The rain had ceased, the clouds were dispersed, 
and the Min was shining brightly, when a vast wall of water, ap¬ 
parently eight or ten feet high, came down the meadow from towards 
the present city water works. It moved so deliberately that a person 
on Prosjicct street, seeing it coming, ran down Augusta street to 
Courthouse street, thence up New street to Beverley, and up Augusta 
to Frederick, warning people as he went of the approaching overflow, 
and reached Frederick street just as the raging torrent came booming 
round the corner. The water was so deep in the street at the 
Virginia Hotel as to admit of persons swimming in iL* 

• A still more destructive flood occurred early in the night of Tuesday, 
Srptmiher 90, 1800. Rain fell at intervals in torrents all day; hut late in the 
afternoon the storm seemed to have censed. About half past 8 o'clock, however, 
It IwgnM again, and for several hours min came down In almost solid sheets. The 
lower parts of the tr^wn were deluged. On the former occasions the main brunch 
of Lewis creek contributed little to the overflow, hut on this the flood appeared 
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Churches in Augusta County. 

A history of religions denominations is an essential part of the 
annals of a county, and we regret that we cannot give a more detailed 
account of the various churches in Augusta. Efforts to obtain infor¬ 
mation, however, have signally failed. There has been a strange neg¬ 
lect on the part of the officers and members of most congregations to 
preserve Llie history of their respective organizations. 

The first settlers of the county having been almost unanimously 
Presbyterians, the congregations and meeting-houses of that denom¬ 
ination ante-date all others by many years. We have given such ac¬ 
counts as wc have of the curliest Presbyterian congregations,—Augusta 
(orStone Church), Tinkling Spring, Hebron (or Brown's race ting- 
hsuae), Rock Spring, and Bethel. Mossy Creek church was organized 
in 1767. All these congregations have had a succession of worthy f 
and in some cases eminent, pastors, besides many heretofore mentioned, 
including the Rev. William Brown, Rev. F. M. Bowman and Dr. 
Handy, of Augusta church; and the Rev. Messrs. B. M. Smith, R. L. 
Dabney, C. S. M. See and G. B. Slricklcr, of Tinkling Spring. There 
was no regular Presbyterian church organization in Staunton till 1804. 
At first the Presbyterians living in town were connected with Tinkling 
Spring. From 1804 to about 1824, or 1825, Staunton and Hebron 
united in the support of a pastor. The first church building of the 
denomination in the town was erected in 1818. Before the Revolution, 
Presbyterian ministers preached occasionally 111 the court-house, and 
after the war, up to the year 1818, they officiated on alternate Sundays 
in the old parish church. The Rev. Joseph Smith was the first pastor 
of the Staunton church, when it became a separate, or self-sustaining 
organization, from 1826 to 1832. The present house of worship was 
erected in 1871, the old church being then turned over to the Augusta 
Female Seminary. 

A second Presbyterian church was organized in Staunton in 1875 , 
and its church building erected in 1876 . 

The first Presbyterian dutch in Waynesborough was erected about 
1798, which was superseded by another in 1824. Until 1847, Waynes- 
borough was associated with Tinkling Spring in the support of a 

to come chiefly from that quarter. Moreover, the (bun at the Pair Ground am! 
an embankment on Brew’* farm, Middlcbrook road, broke, and the water which 
had accumulated being discharged, carried destruction in Its course. A 
family of four negroes living near the stone railroad bridge on the Middlcbrook 
road, were drowned, their house haring been washed away. From that bridge 
to the depot of the Valiev Raitroad was, neat morning, a scene of desolation. 
Many buildings fell or were swept off, and from 80 to 40 horees and mules were 
drowned. In the midst of the storm, the electric and gas lights were catinguUb- 
ed, and the town was left in pitch darkness. The fire bell was rung to call 
people to the rescue of others who were in peril, hut in the darkness and flood 
little could be done. As never before our people realized the tttcauing of the 
words •* the terror by night.'* 
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pastor. hi that year, however, a separate church was organized there, 
with the Rev. William T. Richardson as pastor. 

Other Presbyterian churches in the county, with the dates of their 
organization, are as follows: Union, 1817; Shemariah, 1831; Mt. 
Carmel. 1835; Ml. Horeb, 1857; and Loch Willow, at Churchville. 
1866. There arc also several chapels in the couuty connected with 
various congregations. 

The many •'Mounts” in the county are supposed to be an impor¬ 
tation from “the old country.” The prefix of Mount to names of 
places is common in the north of Ireland. 

The Church of England luring established by law in the colony 
till the Revolution* vestrymen for August* parish were elected iti 1746, 
and a rector was appointed during 1747. The erection of the parish 
church was not begun, however, rill 1760. The building was finished 
in 176a, the lector officiating in the meanwhile iti the court-house and 
private dwellings. Mr. Balmaine, the curate in 1775, entered the army 
as chaplain at the beginning of the Revolutionary war, and did not 
return to Staunton to voide. It is .said that a minister named Cham¬ 
ber* officiated here for a short time, in 1788, and then removed to 
Kentucky. Front that time, till about 1811, there was no regular 
Episcopal service in the church. In the meanwhile, several promi¬ 
nent gentlemen from Eastern Virginia, had settled in Staunton, and 
having l*en reared in the Episcopal church, they naturally desired to 
reinstate here the modes of worship to which they were attached. It 
is said also that fears were entertained lest the heirs of William Bev¬ 
erley might successfully claim the lot if the Episcopal service were 
permanently discontinued, mid thus alienate not only the chinch but 
the common burying-grunnd of the town. At that time Mr, William 
King tended in Staunton, He was a zealous member of the Metho¬ 
dist church, mid n man of exemplary character. Originally a cooper 
by trade, Dr. Boys gave him some instruction in surgery, and lie then 
practised medicine upon a system peculiar to himself. At the instance 
of Mr. Peyton, and others. Bishop Madison, in 1811, licensed Mr. 
King a* deacon, to read the Episcopal service in the church. He 
officiated in this manner for some years. In 1815 he paid tax as one 
of the physicians of the county. 


The Rev Daniel Stephens, D. D., a regularly educated minister, 
settled in Staunton, in 1820. as rector of the parish and principal of 
the Staunton Academy. He remained for a few years only, going to 
the WCft in 18*7, The next rector w ns the Rev. EbcpczcT Hoyden, 
who took charge of the church in 1831. Mr. Boyden was a gentleman 


of literary ta« 4 c and culture, and was the first person in the county to 
pay particular attention to the cultivation of the rrape-vine. He 




The original parish church was taken down in 1831 and a new 
church built. The latter gave way to another, which was superseded 
by the present structure. There are two Episcopal chtijxrls in the 
county, one called Hoyden, five miles southeast of Staunton* and the 
other called Trinity, two miles west of town. 
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About the year 1748 the Presbyterians began to hold service in a 
meeting-house two miles northwest of Midway, or Steele's tavern. 
They called the place 14 Providence/ ’ probably after a church of the 
same name in Pennsylvania, but in the course of time it was desig¬ 
nated “Old Providence/' to distinguish it from New Providence in 
Rockbridge. In or about 1765, the population on Walker's creek, 
Rockbridge, having increased, and the membership being chiefly in 
that neighborhood. Old Providence was abandoned as a place of wor¬ 
ship. When the schism occurred at New’ Providence in 1789 or 1790 
on account of psalmody, a portion of the congregation reopened the 
Old Providence meeting-house, and it became an Associate Reformed, 
or “Seeeder" Presbyterian church. They built a stone church in 
*793* which still stands, but is disused, a brick church, built in 
1859-60, having taken its place. The Rev. Horatio Thompson, D. D., 
was pastor of Old Providence for many years. 

The first Lutheran church in the county, called Coiner's, or 
Trinity, on South river, was built in 17S0. Mt. Tabor church in 
Riverheads district, was built in 1785; Mt* Zion, six miles west of 
Middlchrook, was organized in 1830; Mt. Hcrmon, at Newport, in 
1850; Bethlehem, near Fishersville, in 1843 ; Mt. Zion, near Waynes- 
borough, about 1845; Staunton Lutheran church, in 1850; Salem, 
near Mt. Sidney, in 1845; and the Chnrchville church, in 1850. 
Bethany, near Waynesborough, and Pleasant View, between Staunton 
and the village of Springhill, arc other Lit thenui churches. 

A Methodist church was built in Staunton before the close of the 
last century, probably in 1797, although the name of *'Staunton 
circuit" first appears on the minutes of the Methodist Episcopal 
church in the year 1806. Mr. Sampson Eagon, who lived on the top 
of the hill, southwest corner of Main and Coalter streets, was one of 
the founders of the church in this community. He was a zealous and 
good man, universally respected, and held religious services at times 
in his wagon-maker's shop, which stootl in the same lot as his 
dwelling. Hence the eminence on which he lived was called “ Gospel 
Hill.” The present church building in Staunton is the third which 
has occupied the same spot.* There is now a Methodist church at 
nearly every village in the county, the number of chnrelies and 
chapels being eighteen, besides several colored Methodist churches. 

The German Reformed church in the county dates back to the 
last century. For many years this denomination held jointly with die 
Lutherans, St John’s church, near Middlebrook. St. Peter’s, at 
Churchville, and Zion’s, near Waynesborough. The Rev. John 
Brown ministered to these churches many years, till 1833. From 
1835 to 1858 the Rev. J. C. Hensel officiated at St. John’s. New 
Bethany church, at Newport, was founded in 1845, and a church was 
bnilt at Mint Spring in 1882. 

• A fourth building now occupies the 3pot, erected in 18ML 
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Tlie Tunkcr, or German Baptist church, was organised in the 
county about the year 1790. Its places of worship are known as 
Mt. Vernon, Barren Ridge, Valley District and Moscow, with branches 
at several places. 

The United Brethren have fifteen organized churches in the 
county, and eleven houses of worship. 

The Catholic church in Staunton was built in 1850. A school 
connected with the church is conducted by Sisters of Charity. 

A Baptist church was organized in Staunton in 1N53 and the 
recent I10u.se of worship was built in 1855, There are now six 
Baptist churches of the same connection in the county,—at Waynes- 
borough. Greenville, etc.,—besides two colored churches in Stauuton. 



CHAPTER XX. 


AUGUSTA COUNTY AND THK WAR OF SKCKSSION—iSfkv-’a, 


It is not expected that we should give here a history of the recent 
war, from 1861 to 1865 ; bnt a brief account of the state of affairs in 
the county during that period will be attempted. Much has been writ¬ 
ten aud published about the battles of the war and the life of soldiers 
in the field; we propose to relate succinctly how the people at home 
fared, what they saw and heard, what they thought, and how they 
felt. 

Until the war actually arose, the sentiment of the people of 
Augusta, with the exception of a few individuals, was earnestly in 
favor of maintaining the Union. At the Presidential election, Breck¬ 
inridge, who was regarded as the secession candidate (although most 
of his supporters denied that lie was), received only 218 votes in the 
county, while Bell received 2,553, and Douglas, 1,094. 

As soon as the result of the election was known, the people of 
South Carolina took steps to secede from the Union ; and thereupon 
many citizens of Augusta published a call for a county mass-meeting 
on Saturday, November 17, to consult as to what course was necessary 
u for the preservation of the Union in the present alarming condition 
of our country.” The meeting was held in the court-house on the 
day named, aud was large and enthusiastic. Alexander H. H. Stuart 
presided, and John L« Peyton acted as secretary. It was resolved to 
appoint a committee of thirteen to report to a meeting at November 
court such resolutions as they might deem proper for the people of 
Augusta to adopt. By vote of the meeting, Mr. Stuart was made 
chairman of the committee, and the other memtiers were Hugh W. 
Sheffey, George Baylor, John B. Baldwin, John L. Peyton, Kenton 
Harper, John D. Imhoden, George M. Cochran, Jr., Joseph A. Wad¬ 
dell, John McCue, Benjamin Crawford, Gerard B. Stuart, and Robert 

On November court day, (the 261I1), the court-house was crowded 
with people anxious to participate in the proceedings, and never were 
more interest and anxiety exhibited by n popular assembty. A series 
of resolutions, written by Hugh W. Sheffey, and with some modifica- 
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tioos adoptrd by the committee of thirteen, w.is reputed to the meet- 
ing. One of the resolution* declared the Commitutioo of the Uttited 
States to lie " tlic easiest yoke of government a free people ever bore, 
and yet the strongest protector of rights the wisdom of man ever con¬ 
trived/’ Another expressed sympathy with the people of the extreme 
Southern States in their aggrieved feeling at the election of Lincoln, 
but appealed to them to unite with Virginia “ in testing the efficacy 
o! remedies provided by the Constitution and within the Union/* The 
last resolution was os follow* : “That our senator and delegates l>e 
requested, in the discharge of the responsible duties which will soon 
devolve upon them, in the spirit of harmony and conciliation attempt¬ 
ed to !)c expressed in these resolves, to bend all tlieir energies to keep 
Virginia to her moorings as * Flag Ship of the Union/ and to induce 
her, placed as she is between the North and the extreme South, with 
moderation, forbearance and wisdom worthy of her ancient renown, to 
exert her power and influence to preserve, on the one hand, the known 
and equal rights of her own people a* citizen* of a common country, 
and. on the other, the harmony of the Union and the integrity of the 
Constitution." 

Every attempt to change the resolutions was voted down, and 
they were adopted by an overwhelming majority. A resolution in 
favor of a State Convention, to be called by the Legislature, was also 
defeated. Union men considering that a step in the direction of 
secession. Thus the people of Augusta took their stand in favor of 
the Union, and against every measure which it wns fenred might tend 
to its dissolution. But while in favor of the Union, they were 
opj*»sed to all measures of coercion by the Federal Government, 
regarding an enforced union of States, by means of military power, as 
inconsistent with our theory of government, and not to lie desired. 
They preferred to allow any State, resolved upon secession, to try the 
experiment without let or hindrance. For themselves, they pcoj*«scd 
to remain in the Union. And although seeking peace, they res e r v ed 
the right to determine on which side they would fight, if fight they 
must. 

During the months of December and January, the course of 
events was watched with intense anxiety. President Buchanan hav¬ 
ing a Pl K> * ntu| l Friday, January 4, 1861, as National Fast Day, on ac¬ 
count of the disturbed condition of the country, the occasion was 
observed in Stannton in a remarkable manner. The whole people 
appeared to feel the solemnity of the crisis. All the stores were 
closed, and business generally was suspended. Sermons were preached 
in the various churches by the respective pastors at 11 o’clock, a. m., 
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and at 3 a Union prayer-meeting was held in the Lutheran church, 
which was crowded to overflowing. Vain was the help of man,— 
God was earnestly entreated to interpose and save the country from 
ruin. 

Contrary to the wishes of the people of Augusta, the Legislature 
passed an act providing for a State Convention. The election was 
held on the 4th of February, and Alexander II. FI. Stuart, John B. 
Baldwin and George Baylor were chosen, as Union men, to represent 
Augusta county. 

The Convention met in February, and. being largely composed of 
men opposed to secession, if it could be avoided, for two months 
labored to prevent disunion, and restore peace to the distracted 
country. It seemed to our people that a corresponding spirit was not 
exhibited by the Federal government and the North generally. A 
great revolution was in progress in many of the Southern States, but 
the authorities at Washington persisted in treating it as the ebullition 
of a mob. President Lincoln having been inaugurated, formidable 
military and naval preparations were set on foot Finally, Fort 
Sumter having surrendered to the Carolinians, the President issued a 
proclamation on April 15th calling for seventy thousand volunteers. 
Virginia was asked to furnish her quota of tToops, and Staunton was 
named as one of the places of rendezvous. The proclamation precipi¬ 
tated the action of the Convention, and an ordinance of secession, 
subject to the vote of the people, was passed April 17, 1861. From 
that day, however, a state of war between Virginia and the United 
States was recognized as existing. Our people almost unanimously 
took side with the Southern States. Which side,—North or South,— 
was to blame, we shall not discuss here, but the people of Augusta, 
and. indeed, of the whole State, have always felt that they were not 
responsible for the conflict. 

Much military enthusiasm prevailed throughout the State after 
tiie r, John Brown raid,’' and many volunteer companies were organ¬ 
ized in this county. When the war began we had about a dozen, one 
artillery, two cavalry, and the remainder infantry. All the infantry 
companies were armed, and the artillery had four pieces of cannon. 
The West Augusta Guard, of Staunton, the oldest of the organiza¬ 
tions, was completely equipped. 

On the 13th of April the commissioned officers of seven of the 
organized companies in the county met in Stauuton to form a volunteer 
regiment, to be designated the Fifth, as provided by law* The fol¬ 
lowing field officers were elected: William S. H. Baylor, Colonel; 
Absalom Koiner, Lieutenant-Colonel; Franklin F. Sterrctt, First 
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Major, and Rudolph Turk, Second Major. Other companies in the 
county were invited to join the regiment. The organization of 
the regiment was, however, not completed, the various companies be¬ 
ing ordered to the field a few days afterwards and a different arrange¬ 
ment consummated. 

April 17, 1861, was a day of intense excitement in Staunton. 
People ironi the country poured into town, and all business and labor 
were suspended. An order had been received by telegraph from 
Richmond,—irregularly issued, it was afterwards ascertained,—re¬ 
quiring the various military companies of the county to prepare to 
march. Late in the afternoon of the 17th, the West Augusta Guard, 
Captain William S. H. Baylor, and the Staunton Artillery, Captain 
John D. Imbodcn, went eastward by a special railroad train, and it 
soon afterwards appeared that their destination was liarjMrr't Ferry, 
by way of the Alexandria and Manassas Gap railroad. 

On the 19th the companies from Springhill (Captain Doyle), 
Greenville, (Captain Newton), and Middlctrook. (Captain Williams), 
marched down the Valley. Captain Patrick's tmop of cavalry, and 
Captain Koitier's company of infantry also marched on the 19th with¬ 
out passing through Staunton. The West View company, (Captain 
Roberts), the Ml. Solon company. (Captain Grinnnn), the Ml. 
Sidney company, (Captain Stuart M. Crawford), commanded by 
Lieutenant William P. Johnston, the captain living sick, and Captain 
A. W. Harman's company, organized at Staunton, speedily followed 
the others down the Valley. 

Kenton Harper, Major-General of militia, was ordered by the 
Governor to proceed to Harper’s Ferry and take command. He was, 
however, superseded by Colonel Thomas J. Jackson before the close of 
the month. 

Fight infantry companies from this county and two more from 
the fairer valley, were ivgamaed at Harper'* Ferry a* the Fifih 

Brigade/' and served during the war, at the close of which very frw 
of the original members survived. The first field officer* of the regi¬ 
ment were Kenton Harper, Colonel; William H. Harman, Lieutenant- 
Colonel; and Win, S. H. Baylor, Major. 

Staunton toon became an important military station, and a gTeat 
depot for army supplies. M. G. Hannan was the first quartermaster 
of the post, with the rank of major. He, on going to the field, was 
succeeded for a short time by A. W. Harman. Finally. II. M. Bell 
was appointed to the office, and held it during the last two and a lmU 
yean of the war, The first commissary of the post was Captain F. H. 
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Henderson, who was succeeded by Captain E. W. Bayly. Wm. M. 
Tate, of Augusta, afterwards commissioned commissary with the rank 
of mnjor, was stationed at Staunton as agent for the purchase of army 
subsistence. Extensive hospitals for sick and wounded soldiers were 
also organized and maiutained here during the war. The first 
surgeon in charge was Dr. J. Alexander Waddell, and afterwards, 
successively, Dr. Hay and Dr. A. M Fauntleroy. 

During the latter part of April, sixty-nine wagons laden with 
guns from the Lexington arsenal, arrived in town. Day after day 
troops also arrived and departed. On May 18. seven companies, under 
command of Colonel John Echols, were temporarily quartered here. 
The ladies were then busily at work making soldiers’ garments. 

The ordinance of secession was voted on by the people May 23, 
and ten votes against it were cast in the county. The vote for the 
ordinance was 3, <30. At the same time Hugh W. Shcffcy, William 
M. Tate and James Walker were elected to the House of Delegates. 
Bolivar Christian represented the county in the Statepeltate. 

On June 4, news of the encounter with the enemy at Philippi, 
Barbour county, was received. The Churchviiic cavalry, Captain 
Sterrett, was there, which increased the anxiety felt in the communi¬ 
ty. A considerable body of Virginia troops was soon collected in the 
northwestern part of the State, beyond the Alleghany mountain, and 
most of the supplies were forwarded from Staunton. For this purpose, 
in addition to government wagons and teams, many others belonging 
to farmers were temporarily pressed into sendee. 

Captain R. D. Lilly’s company, organized at Staunton, and four 
other companies from different counties started to the northwest on 
June 7. Regiment after regiment and company after company arrived 
and departed in like manner. 

The militia of the county were called out on the 28th of June. 
On the 15th and 16th of July wc had tidings of the disaster in the 
northwest, and of the death of General Garnett 

From a diary kept by the writer at Staunton during the war, we 
shall now make sundry extracts, as more likely to interest the reader 
than any other statement of facts. A contemporary account, written 
on the spot, will, perhaps, to some extent, enable readers to view 
things os they were seen by the writer. Dr. Johnson says that men 
forget the actual miseries of war, aud delude themselves by supposing 
that it consists wholly iu a proclamation, a battle, a victory, and a 
triumph. Here the reader may obtain a glimpse of what war is. We 
quote: 
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Saturday, July zo, /S 6 r. —We have had a horrid view of war since 
toy last On Thursday evening two wagon* full uf nick soldier* ar¬ 
rived from Monterey, Highland countv. Before these could be provid¬ 
ed for, other* were hrought in. The nick men were taken out of the 
wagon* and placed in the sheriff’s office aud court house, many of them 
on the floors. The sight was a sickening one—one man gasping with 
asthma, another burning with fever, and another shaking with chills, i 
There are now at leant one hundred am! fifty sick soldiers in town. I 
The citizen* are doing what they can for them. * * • The Arkan-j 

sa* regiment left for the northwest yesterday. Two other regiments 
• left this morning, and u fourth will go to-day. The men of one of 
the companies sane a* they moved off: “ Well stand the storm/' etc. 

* * * George M Cochran, Jr M arrived from Winchester yesterday 
evening, and say* General Johnston has gone across the Blue Ridge to 
reinforce Beauregard at Manassas, a * * 

Evening. —The sick soldiers have been coming in all day in 
crowds, and arc lying about in every place, suffering for food. etc. 

On the 19th we heard by telegraph of some fighting in Fairfax 
county, which was the beginning of the H Him Battle of Manossa*/' 

Monday, J uly 11.—The telegraph reported yesterday that the 
fight near Mana**a% Junction had been renewed, and this morning 
there is intelligence of a great battle, lasting from 8 A. M. till 6 P. M. 
The victory is attributed to our side. The enemy were said to be re¬ 
treating, pursued by our cavalry. Total loss (on both sides, it is pre¬ 
sumed), ten thousand to twelve thousand. Most of the volunteers 
from this county were on the field, and we know Hint at least a part of 
General Johnston’* command was in the engagement. The utmost 
desire, not without apprehension, is felt to obtain full particular*. 

At night the telegraph announced that oue member of the Staun- 
tou Artillery and two of the Guards. { William H. Woodward ami Joab 
Seely), had been killed, and that seven men in both companies were 
wounded. 

Tuesday , July 2j .—The town is o verfl owin g with sick soldiers and 
straggler* from the Northwestern army. There arc prohably three 
hundred in hospital. No arrangement vet for their comfort at the In¬ 
stitution. 

The State Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind had 
l>ccn occupied as a hospital for sick and wounded soldiers ; but some 
time was required for making suitable arrangement*. 

Wednesday, July 24. —The streets are full of soldier*, many* of 
whom arc lying against the houses and on store boxes. A free negro 
woman took three ol them home with her to get something to eat and 
a place to lie down. They had arrived from Monterey, broken down 
and destitute. 
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Thursday, July 25 .—A Idler was received last night from Lyttie- 
ton Waddell, Jr., [of the Staunton Artillery.] He began the letter 
Sunday morning (21st), and in the first port gives an account of the 
march from Winchester and the arrival at Manassas. In the midst of 
a sentence he breaks off to say that he heard the report of cannon and 
must go to his post. At 5 o'clock P. M. he resumed and told about 
the battle ; but at the close of the letter could uot say definitely what 
was the result. On a separate piece of paper he states that General 
Johnston had come along and announced a victory ! More troops ar¬ 
rived last night, and a second North Carolina regiment this morning. 
Others are .'•till here. 

Friday , July 26. —The booty captured after the battle near Manas¬ 
sas is said to be immense. The Federalists seem to have anticipated 
an easy march to Richmond, and were provided with all sorts of con¬ 
veniences and luxuries. Many females and children accompanied their 
army, and female apparel and even children's toys were found scat¬ 
tered over the around. 

iMondityjfuly 29 .— Two railroad trains arrived yesterday with 
troops, Tennesseans, I believe. Part of them went on immediately 
by way of MiIll>orough to the Northwestern army. * * General Lee 
arrived in the mail train late this evening, and was saluted by a 
Georgia artillery company stationed ou the left of the Middlebrook 
road, half a mile from town! 

Tuesday , July jo. —A Tennessee regiment went off last night. 
There are still, however, many soldiers about town. The drum is 
beating nearly all the time. The camp fires on Garber's hill Sunday 
night were very beautiful. * * No paper has ticen issued from the 
Spectator office for two Weeks, Mauzv and ail his hands being in the 
militia. A long line of cavalry came in just before dinner from to¬ 
wards Winchester. There seemed to be three or four companies. 
McDonald's Legion they call themselves. The Georgia artillery com¬ 
pany left town late this afternoon. More troops passed to-day on the 
railroad,—two trains. I cauuot keep count of them. 

Wednesday, July jr .— * * The militia have been greatly ex¬ 

ercised for more than two weeks past. The number of men remaining 
to be furnished by this county, to make up the ten per cent, called for, 
was, on yesterday, three hundred and fifty. • " One or two more 

cavalry companies belonging to McDonald’s Legion came In last even¬ 
ing. The whole number is said to l>e seven or eight hundred. 

Friday , August «?.—Troops ! troops I! They have beeu pouring in 
yesterday and to-day, principally from Southwest Virginia anil Ten¬ 
nessee. They are rough-looking fellows, very free and easy ill their 
manner, but generally well-behaved. The Rockbridge militia, some 
eight hundred strong, arrived day before yesterday. They have ar¬ 
ranged to furnish their quota of volunteers, and the remainder will re¬ 
turn home. The militia of Augusta, outside of Staunton, have also 
raised their quota, I believe ; but the two town companies arc still 
wrangling. * * There must be from one thousand to twelve hun¬ 

dred volunteers at this place, recently enlisted, besides regiments stop¬ 
ping in transitu. 
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lI'edntuiay % August 7.—The soldiers passing through town make 
themselves very much at home, and sometime* make ludicrous mis¬ 
takes. A party of them called at Mr. S/s the other day and asked for 
food, which was given to them. An officer afterward* made his ap¬ 
pearance, called for a room and dinner, and announced that he would 
be back to sapper, leaving directions as to what he would have pre¬ 
pared. On tuking his departure at night, when pay was refused for 
his entertainment. he discovered that he was not in n boarding-house, 
and expressed great mortification. He saw so many going there to 
eat he was sure it was a bouse of public entertainment. 

The Augusta militia was discharged on the 7th of August, the 
quota of volunteers called for having been made up. The Fifty-second 
Virginia regiment was organized at that time. The field aud staff 
officers were, John B. Baldwin, Colonel; M. G. Harman, Lieutenant* 
Coloucl; John D. Ross, Major; Dr. Livingston Waddell, Surgeon; 
George M. Cochran, Jr., Quartermaster, and Bolivar Christian, Com¬ 
missary. 

On August jo, the price of salt had gone up to §to a sack, and 
on the 34th the price of coffee was forty cents a pound. 


Thursday , August 22. —It was rumored in town on yesterday that 
St. I.ouis had been burnt, and that our troops in Northwest Virginia 
had captured fourteen hundred of the enemy with the loss of Ccucral 
Luring. Neither report could be traced to any reliable source. 

August 26, —Yesterday afternoon the Rev. Dr. Arm island 
of Cumberland county, preached to the soldiers camped on the Insti¬ 
tution grounds. There was no pulpit, but the preacher stood under 
the trees or walked about, while the soldiers aud others stood, or sat, 
or lay at full length in the grove. * * The ladies nre bent upon 
nursing at the hospital Perhaps they agree with the Shertafar, (No. 
193). ’that there is in military men something graceful in exposing 
themselves naked." 1 hear some ludicrous stories of their perform¬ 
ances. Mrs.-waa very anxious to “do something,” and went 

fusing round till abe found one of the doctors. He gave her two pre¬ 
scriptions, which aba hastened to administer, but was alarmed after¬ 
wards upon discovering that she had given a dose of calomel to a 
ty phoid fever patient. It is said these ladie> rub the fever patients 
and doee the rheumatics. One man bad his face washed by one lady 
after another till he was perfectly dean, or very tired of it. 




This extract refers to a few good women who were entirely un¬ 
fitted (or the business of nursing ; many others proved 0 ministering 
angels *' iu the hospitals here and elsewhere. 

Tuesday, September j .—About one hundred Federal prisoners ar¬ 
rived last night from t he we st by railroad. They were taken in the 
affair at Oanlcy river TV Iw'een'our troops under Floyd and the Feder¬ 
alists under a Colonel ‘faylor. Most of them are from Ohio. 





4*2 


ANNALS OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 


Friday, September 6 . —The regiment lately organized here. (Bald¬ 
win’s), is preparing to start, hut there is some trouble in the ranks. 
Moreover, many of the men are absent without leave. * * + The 

jailor of this county informs me that the Union men brought from 
Beverley when our army retreated from that place, and since then con¬ 
fined in our jail, arc in miserable plight,—some of them half naked. 
There are twenty-one of them* We continue to hear sad accounts of 
the sickness at Monterey. Eight deaths there yesterday or the day 
before. 

Clothing and other necessaries were soon provided for the prison¬ 
ers referred to above. 

Saturday, September 7.— * * * Last night sixteen prisoners 

were brought down on the western train, most of them Ohio volun¬ 
teers. One of them had neither hat, si toes, nor stockings, and his 
feet looked white and tender. I sent him a pair of shoes and a pair 
of stockings, somewhat worn, but better than none * * We had 
an illustration yesterday evening of the diflicultv of getting true ac¬ 
counts of military operations. Ou the arrival of the western train the 
baggage master told A. F. Kinuey that Wise's troops hnd recently 
killed four hundred of the enemy, with only a smalt loss on our side. 

I did not believe that, but on my way home I encountered Richard¬ 
son, who came down ou the train, and he informed me that John H. 
McCue, just from the region where Wise is, had oomc in with him, 
and told him that Wise had n fight in which fifty of the enemy were 
killed, with no loss ou our side, and that the sixteen prisoners brought 
dowu were takeu in that affair. I have learned this morning that 
there is no truth in either story* yet neither of the persons mentioned 
would tell a falsehood. The prisoners were taken by Floyd. 

Wednesday, September it. —The Fifty-second regiment left town 
about 2 o’clock yesterday. Main street was lined with people for an 
hour or two beforehand. One of the soldiers, who was detailed as 
wagon-guard, sat on a stone by Mortis’ corner, and his wife dung to 
him to the last. She was greatly distressed, but he appeared unmoved. 
Seven of the companies are from this county, viz : Skinner’s, Long's. 
McCune's, Lamtert’s, Huttle's, John Lilley’s, (late Mason’s), and 
Dabney’s ; and three from Rockbridge, viz: Miller* s, Morrison’s, 
and Watkius*. 

Monday , September 16 .—We have been agitated for several days 
past by rumors from Genernl Lee's command, without being able to 
obtain any definite information. The express has not come in since 
Friday morning. Saturday night oue or more persons arrived with 
the corpse of a Georgia soldier, and stated that an attempt made by 
our force at Greenbrier river against the enemy on Cheat mountain had 

felled* 

Wednesday, September rS *—Many rumors from the northwest cur- y 
rent for several days past—one, that General Lee bud reached Hun¬ 
tersville ; another, tliat he had captured fourteen cannon, and after¬ 
wards lost six ; another, that four hundred of his men had been killed; 
another, that the enemy had routed a body of our men at Petersburg, 
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in Hardy county, None of these are authentic. * * Twenty-six 

wagon* were *cnt out on yesterday, six to-day. 

Friday. September 20 .—A train of wagons has just arrived from 
Greenbrier river, bringing the remnant of Captain Bruce’* company, 
Twentieth regiment. Thirty odd men are left of about ninety who 
went out a few month* ago. The regimeut was at Rich Mountain 
when the disaster occurred there, and is completely broken up. Many 
of the men were captured by the enemy, some disabled by wounds, 
many died of disease, and some, I presume, killed. Most of the men 
left of Hruoe’s company go into the hospital. 



The Confederate army operating in northwest Virginia deluded 
for subsistence almost entirely upon supplies collected at Staunton, 
and transported Uieuce in wagons. Most of the wagons thus employed 
were hired, or 44 pressed," for the purpose, the owner* being paid $4 a 
clay for a four-horse team and driver, and $2.50 for a two-horsc team, 
etc. The government, however, owned a large number of horses and 
wagon*, and for these drivers only were hired. On Scptcmlicr 24th, 
thirty two wagon* were sent out, and thirty-sixjm the 25th. TJjkty 
wagons went out on the 28th. loaded for Monterey and Huntersville. 


Friday , October — An express boy. riding in great haste, arrived 
to-day at the Quartermaster’s Office. He brought new* that 5,000 of J 
the enemy attacked our force, 2,500 to 3.000. at Greenbrier river [on I 
the Staunton and Parkersburg turnpike, in Pocahontas county], yes-• 
terdny morning, and were repulsed with heavy tons, after a fight of 
three or four hours. The Fifty-second regiment did not get up in 
time to participate in the battle. 


On October 17, there were seven hundred and fifty patients in 
the Staunton hospital, and notice had been received to prepare for five 
hundred more from Greenbrier river. 

Thursday. October 24 .—The Fifty-eighth Virginia regiment h 
at last started west It has been here for many weeks. Mont of thej 
companies are from Bedford county. The ranks are thin from .sick- 1 
ness, etc. s 


Eighty*one wagons with army supplies were started to Monterey 
on October 21. and others on the 2d of November. 



Thursday, Nmember 7.—Yesterday was election day for president 
of the Confederate States, members of Congress, etc. There was no 
opposition to Jefferson Davis for the presidency. The refugees from 
the Wheeling district, who voted here for c ong r ess man, under the 
Governor s proclamation, seemed more interested and excited than 
any other persons. At the courthouse they gave Russell three votes 
and Kid well two. 

November // —Salt in now held here at $iH n sack. Baldwin was 
elected to Congress in tbit district. Have not heard the result In the 
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Monday night, Dtcrmber it. —The streets as full of soldiers to¬ 
night as ever. Guards with fixed hayooeU constantly walking about. 
• * Teams going and coming all the time, and a constant rush of 
team-owners, wagou-masters, teamsters, etc. Old or broken down 
horses arc coming in from the army in drove* nearly every day, and 
better one* arc sent out as fast as they can be procured. Since dark a 
crowd of worn out artillery horses arrived from Huntersv i lle* 

The Virginia Hotel stables, in Staunton, were destroyed by fire 
on Wednesday morning, December 18, and forty-seven or forty-eight 
horses were burnt up,—most of them belonging to individuals, and 
the remainder to the government. 

By the 25th of December, army supplies were going by wagon 
from Stuunton to Winchester. Many teams from Buckingham and 
Appomattox counties had been pressed into service. 

Dtcrmbtr jA.— Money was never so plentiful. Confederate States 
treasury note*. Slate treasury notes, bank notes of all aorta ami sixes, 
ami •• 'dtinpU’itcrs ” issued by corporations and anybody who chooses. 
Gold and stiver coin are never seen. 1 

Friday night, January j, iSty. —We had exciting news to-day 
from almost every quarter. M/o'dod an express arrived from the 
Alleghauy mountain, bcyond'Tdonterey. with intelligence that the 
Pederalt*!* in large force were at Greenbrier river, and also at, or near 
Huntersville. An attack was anticipated, and reinforcements were re¬ 
quested. We hear that large reinforcements have been moving up 
to-day from Richmond towards Centrevillc, beyond Manasaas, in an¬ 
ticipation of an attack from the enemy in that quarter. General T. J. 
Jackson ha* moved with his division from Winchester towards Romney 
ami we hear of skirmishing in that region. Otic or two regiments 
parsed yesterday evening, by railroad for the Greenbrier region, tram 
which our troops were lately withdrawn. 

During the months of January and February the diary is full of 
the reports about Mason and Slidell, the Burnside expedition, the 
Confederate expedition to Romney, the disaster at Roanoke Island, 
the fall of Fort Dooelsoo, etc., etc.; but there b little of local interest, 
or pertaining to the annals of the county. News came on February 
16th, of a splendid victory at Fort DoncLson,—ten thousand men and 
one hundred cannon captured. This was contradicted on the 17th, 
and on the 18th we had tidings of the fall of Donelaou. On the 19th 
the diary says : * It is impossible to describe the state of feeling in 

tlic community, the depression and anxiety." Things looked brighter 
on the sotli, but on the 22nd. everything was gloomy again. There 
was no salt in town for sale, ami persons were going round to Ihiitow 
a little for table use. Authentic intelligence from Tennessee was not 
received till the 24th. and then it was said the Confederate loss at 
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Fort Donelson was from twelve thousand to fifteen thousand men; 
but in a day or two the number was reduced to seven thousand, 

Wednesday night, March 5,—For a week or two past wc have had 
rumors that our army stores were to be removed from Manassas, Cen¬ 
tre vi 11 c, etc,, to Cordonsvilie, where extensive store-houses have been 
erected. Many wagons, moreover, have been impressed in Albemarle 
and other eastern eouuties to go to Manassas, This morning forty 
four-horse government wagons started from Staunton for the same 
place. There was a rumor this morning that Winchester would be 
evacuated in a day or two by our troops, but stage-passengers, who 
afterwards arrived, contradicted it. 

Monday night , March 10. —The Richmond newspapers bring a 
proclamation of the Governor, calling upon the militia to go nt once 
to various points named, and report to ottr generals. The militia of 
this county are to report at Winchester. The Confederate author? tics 
have called for 40,000 men from Virginia, and cannot wait the opera¬ 
tion of the act lately passed by the Legislature. 

Thursday ; March jj, /S62. —Intelligence came last night that the 
enemy have occupied Winchester, General Jackson having withdrawn 
his army. 

Sunday night, March r6. —Jackson’s army, when lust heard from, 
was at Woodstock. A portion of the rolling stock of the Manassas 
Gap railroad arrived yesterday over the turnpike. 

The militia of the county having been called out again to rein¬ 
force General Jackson, they assembled in Staunton, and on March 17, 
proceeded down the Valley. The rauks of the companies were very 
thin, nearly all the able-bodied men of the county being in the army 
already. The diary states that “ when Company A. Oue-Huudred- 

ond-Sixtieth regiment, was ordered into line, - marched out, 

solitary and alone, lie was afterwards joined by several others.” 

Wednesday night , March /?.—About 2 o’clock to day seventy odd 
men were brought in, having been captured by our cavalry scouts in 
^Pendleton or Hardy. Ten or eleven of these arc from this county, 
and the remainder from Rockingham. They were endeavoring to 
make their way in small parties to Ohio, to escape military duty. 
Some, if not all of thetn, arc simple-hearted, inoffensive people, 
belonging to the Dunkar<f church, whose tenets forbid going to war. 
They will be sent to Richmond to-morrow, aud are confined to-night 
in the courthouse, every door and window being guarded by a sentinel. 
* * There is something pitiful iu the case of these people, flying as 
they were to escape conscription, and being taken like patridges on 
the mountains. The whole crowd had a pocket pistol between them, 
and no other arms. 

Thursday night, March 20 .—Early this morning I met Sam 
Baskin, who had just returned from Jacksou's army. He said the 
enemy had mustered 70,000 strong at Winchester, belt after laying a 
double-track railroad to Strasburg, had gone off, leaving only 3,000 
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men behind. Soon afterward* I met Sandy Garber, just arrived also. 
He said the enemy bad seventeen regiments at Winchester, and that 
none of them except pickets had been oat of the town in this direc¬ 
tion. Such are the contradictory reports constantly brought to us. 

Saturday night, March 22 .— * * * While in the country yes¬ 
terday I could but observe the quietude of the scene The cattle in 
the barn-yard, the sheep in the field, and all nature seemed perfectly 
composed. What a contrast to the rage of men ! Coming home, I 
met a man and asked him the latest news. '‘Nothing special," lie 
replied; "not many getting off, but I did." The ruling thought 
with him wan about the " Hoard of Exemption " from military duty. 

March —One of the Augusta militia, who was discharged and 
sent home, gives the following account of things: "The army 
seemed to lie in a high state of enjoyment, but glad to receive the re¬ 
inforcement* from the county. The volunteers,—the men corui 


every conceivable sty 



wore 


the army,—were dressed m il _ 

slouched hats, some'eap* o i tneirUwn manufacture, and others the 
old fashioned high-crowned beavers. The y were, however, uniformly, 
dirty. Many wagons were employed in bringing the'army Mores from 
Haunt Jackson to New Market. The loads were emptied in great 
haste and the teams hurried back for more, as the enemy were ap¬ 
proaching. The people of the cou n tr y round were flying with what 
property they could carry off, some having their chickens tied on the 
wagons. But the men. old and young, were coming to the army 
with their guns. The hurry and tumult were kept up nearly all 
night Tlic next day (21M), the Augusta militia were marched 
down near Mount Jackson, meeting our army coming this way, am 
quartered on the Meem farm. The cavalry were between them am 
the enemy, who had advanced to Woodstock, and a battle was con¬ 
sidered certain The next morning (22nd), our army was suddenly 
put in rapid motion toward Woodstock in pursuit of the retreating 
enemy.” 

On March 29th, the price of sugar in Staunton was thirty-three 
and one third cents a pound. Salt could not be bought at any price. 
Supplies were again goiug out to our military force on the Alleghany 
mountain. 

News of the battle of Kernstfown. near Winchester, was received 
on the 25th, and for several days afterward there were various 
conflicting reports from that quarter. The troops composing Jack¬ 
son's command were all Virginians.—that is. Virginia regiments. 
They did not excee d 3.500 in number, it was said. The wounded 
Confederates were brought to Staunton, including Colonel John 
Behais, 

About April 1st, General Edward Johnson's force nt the Alle¬ 
ghany mountain was withdrawn to the Shenandoah mountain. Under 
date of April 3rd, the diary says (the writer having recently been in 
Highland) that the withdrawal of the army "hits caused a great 


its**** 




468 


ANNALS OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 




panic in Highland, Bath, and Pendleton counties. Many of the peo¬ 
ple were flying to get away from the Yankees. It was really painful 
to witness the anxiety of the women. * * * Recruits and re¬ 

turned furloughed soldiers are going down (to Jackson) from here 
every day in large numbers.'* 

Monday night, April //,—The town was full of rumors this morn¬ 
ing,—oue, that 4,000 Yankees, commanded by Fremont, were at Mc¬ 
Dowell. Highland county ; another, that a Yankee army of 20.000 was 
crossing the Blue Ridge from Culpeper, to get in the rear of General 
Jackson at New Market ; a third, that we had captured the whole 
Federal army near Corinth. Mississippi. 

Tuesday night , April 15 .—It is evident that General Jackson is 
about to make some important movement. He sent up last night for 
ambulances, and the sick soldiers are to be removed from Harrison¬ 
burg. The general belief is, that Jackson, if worsted in another 
battle, or pressed by overwhelming numbers, will retire to the base of 
the Blue Ridge, near Waynesborough. Staunton cannot defended. 
Upon the further advance of the enemy up the Valley, Johnson most 
leave the Shenandoah mountain aud unite with Jackson. These 
events may occur in the next week. 

Thursday morning, April tj .—Just a year ago the two volunteer 
companies of this place started to Harper's Ferry. The war then 
began, as far as we were concerned. What momentous events have 
occurred since then ! Iu Virginia, the battles of Bethel, Hainesville, 
Manassas, Dramesville, Laurel Hill, Cheat River, Camifax Ferry, 
Greenbrier River, Alleghany Mountain, Kemstown, and innumerable 
skirmishes. Out of the State, Springfield, Lexington. Boston Moun¬ 
tain, Fishing Creek, Fort Henry. Dotielscra, Shiloh. Pittsburg, etc., 
etc. At this time there are nearly a million of mejn^iu the fie ld, in¬ 
cluding^ The enenty“tT coflltng" nearer and hes 

fStaunton. "^Xarge portions of the State arc devastated. 




CHAPTER XXI. 


skconh mi or thk war —1862-3. 


On Thursday night, April 17, 1862, the report came that Jackson 
was attacked that morning by thirty-five thousand men and one hun¬ 
dred cannon, and was in full retreat toward Staunton. At that time 
there were in Staunton clothing for ten thousand or twelve thousand 
sotdiers. ammunition, cannon and other arms, besides the ordinary 
quartermaster and commissary stores. On the 19th, it being under¬ 
stood that General Jackson bad ordered the evacuation of Staunton, 
the convalescent patients at the hospital and a portion of the military 
stores were sent by railroad to Charlottesville. The money, etc., of 
the Staunton banks, the records of the courts, etc.. were also sent to 
Charlottesville. At the same time. General Johnson*® command, in 
his absence, fell back from the Shenandoah mountain to the village of 
•Westview, in Augusja. It turned out, however, that Jackson had 
gtvfcn tfiT ordcrTlbr these movements, and a degree of confidence was 
speedily restored. lint by the 24th, some of the enemy had appeared 
on North mountain, at Buffalo Gap, and also at Jennings’ Gap. On 
the 28th the enemy occupied Harrisonburg, “and helped themselves 
to whatever they wanted. *• There were conflicting reports ns to the 
movements of Jackson and Kwell, but it was evident that they liad 
withdrawn from about Harrisonburg toward the Blue Ridge. 

Ou Saturday, May 3, the news came that Jackson was crossing 
the Blue Ridge at Browu*a Gap, leaving Ewell mt Swift Run Gap, and 
the way open for the enemy from Harrisonburg to Staunton. Sunday, 
May 4, was a day full of rumors and excitement. Among other re¬ 
ports, it was stated that 10,000 of the enemy were advancing upon 
^Johnson, a t Wcst\new ^acvcii>i Biles west of S taunton. In the after¬ 
noon, however, several trains of railway cars arri ve d from the east, 
crowded with soldiers. Pickets were immediately posted on all the 
roads leading from town toward Harrisonburg, and no one was allowed 
to go in that direction. General Jackson and his stnfF arrived, ou 
horseback, before night, and it was soon found that the army had en¬ 
tered the Valley again, through Rockfish Gap. Train after train ar¬ 
rived on Monday, mid a part of the command came on foot. Jackson’s 
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uld brigade, (known as “Stonewall") encamped two miles east of 
town. In the evening the town was full of country people, who were 
permitted to come in. bat not to go out. On Tuesday, the 6th, we 
had news that the Federal army at Harrisonburg, had started down 
the Vall ey, in a harry ^ the day before ; we also learned that Johnson** 
command had moved westward, but where to wc did not know. 


Wednesday night , May 7.—Jackson’s army started to-day, all the 
First brigade (except the Fifth regiment), and the artillery, passing 
through town, and marching towards Buffalo Gap. Wc are entirely 
at a loss to know the destination of the command ; but presume it will 
soon tarn and move down the Valley. The force which has passed 
through since Sunday, numbers at least 10,000; mid this is exclusive 
pf Johnson’s brigade, which is from 4,000 to 5,000 strong. 

l A portion of Ashby's cavalry, alxxit 800, passed through town in 
the afternoon, and camped on the Buffalo Gap road. 


Thursday night. May 8 .—General Johnson surprised the Federal 
scouts,—some two hundred cavalry,—on yesterday at Ryan's, in the 
Tortures, killing from six to ten (variously reported), and capturing 
two. They left their tents behind them. * * Cannonading was 
beard to-day from early morning till 4 o'clock P. M. f in the direction 
of the Shenandoah mountain. * * J. D. Imbodcn bos arrived with 
authority to raise companies for guerilla service in western Virginia. 


On Friday morning, May 9th, tiding* came of the battle of Mc¬ 
Dowell, in Highland county. A number of the wounded in the battle 
were brought hi on the 10th, and also the corpses of eight or ten of 
the slain. 44 These poor fellows were from Georgia, and their com¬ 
rades ore sending the remains home." 


Sunday night , May //.—Jackson's recent movement*, which were 
so incomprehensible to us, arc now all explained. On last Sunday we 
heard that 8,000 or 10,000 of the enemy were threatening Johnson at 
West view, only seven miles from Staunton. This proved untrue, and 
wc became incredulous as to reports of any Federal troops advancing 
from the northwest. It turns out, however, that the enemy in con¬ 
siderable force were advancing from the direction of Romney, through 
Pendleton county, and no doubt with the expectation of assailing 
Johnson by surprise and overwhelming him. Jackson being advised of 
their movement, countermarched as he did to reinforce Johnson, and 
coming npon the enemy suddenly at McDowcIh scattered them to the 
four winds. * * "Yankee shinplartcrs," or sutler’s tickets, are 
very abundant in Staunton. 

Friday night. May /6.—Part of Jackson's army is at Stribling’s 
Springs. Some of the cavalry is in town. 


The command moved down the Valley on Tuesday morning, the 
20th. 
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Tuesday morning. May 27 .—Yesterday morning we had news that 
Jackson had routed the enemy under Banks, and chased them beyond 
Winchester, uktng a,000 prisoners, and capturing all their military 
stores, 

Wednesday, May 2 $.—A number of Staunton people have gone 
to Winchester to buy goods, having heard that the town was well 
supplied with many articles very scarce here. An order has come for 
all the wagons in the county atid adjoining counties to go down to re¬ 
move the captured stores. 

Some four thousand prisoner*, captured in the lower Valley, 
were taken to Charlottesville, without passing through Staunton. On 
the 29th there were about thirteen hundred sick and wounded soldiers 
in the military hospital here. 

Monday night. June 2. —Intelligence of the renewal of the battle 
near Richmond on yesterday. Seventy-five thousand meu on each 
side engaged. * * The whole Federal army on the Richmond aide 
of the Chickahominy. Five hundred of our men drowned ; some say, 
however, that the drowned men were Federal soldier*. • ■ Two 

hundred and seventy-five wagons expected to-morrow with the stores 
captured at Martins burg. 

Wednesday, Juno /.—It seems to be true that Jackson has retired 
far tip toward Harrisonburg, before a large force of the enemy. • • 

A large number of wagons, sent down the Valley to bring up the 
captured stores, returned to-day, many of them empty. The enemy 
pressed too ckwely lor us to bring off all the supplies. Upward of 
3,000 Federal prisoners were at Mt. Crawford to-day waiting till 11 
bridge could lie built across North riven*. 

Thursday , June 5. —A day of rumors. We heard that the 
Federal prisoners at North river (Mt- Crawford) had refused to conic 
across. Then it was mid they w er e not at the river, but at Harrison¬ 
burg. The first report was next repented. Imbodcn started down 
about 2 o'clock with his three small cannon and two larger pieces. 
Many laborers, white and black, went also to aid in budding the 
bridge. Late in the afternoon we heard that Shield.* (Federal) was at 
or near Port Republic, that our men had burnt the bridge arrows the 
Shenandoah at that point, and that Shields would probably advance 
upon Staunton by way of Ml Meridian. Next it was circulated that 
Jackson had couie through Harrisonburg and gone towards Port 
Republic to attack Shields, and that large reinforcements had come 
over to Jacksou from Gordonsville. 

Friday , June 6 .—Jackson's army is at Port Republic. The enemy 
under Fremont, arc said to be near Harrisonburg, variously estimated] 
from 17,000 to 40,ocxi. Shields is on the cast side of the Shenandoah/ 
with from to,000 to xS.ooo men. 

On the 7th, we heard M the sad uews that Ashby had been killed 
near Harrisonburg/' 
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On Sunday evening, the 8th, we had the first tidings of the battle 
of Port Republic. A body of demoralized Confederate cavalry dashed 
into town, proclaiming that our army was defeated. They were put 
under arrest by Major A. W. Hannan, acting commandant of the 
post. Further news of the battle was received on the 9th. Many 
soldiers of the two regiments from Augusta were wounded, and one, 
(Doom), was killed. 

Monday night* June p.—A report this morning that Fremont was 
routed yesterday and Jackson was assailing Shields to-day. * * 

The cannonading was heard in town till past 9 o'clock and then ceased. 
About 10 o'clock a courier arrived with intelligence that Jackson had 
Ordered a retreat across the Blue Ridge. This news flew through town 
'and caused great depression of spirits. About 11 o’clock another 
courier arrived with the report that Fremont was hastily retreating to¬ 
wards Harrisonburg, blockading the road behind him, and that 
Shields was in a fair way of lieing captured. Of course there was 
universal rejoicing. In the afternoon, however, it was ascertained 
that Fremont had not retreated, but was still on the field with, (ac¬ 
cording to one report), 60,000 men. It was stated at the same time 
that Jackson had defeated Shields this morning. Late in the evening 
severnl citizens and one or two wounded soldiers arrived from the 
army. Shields was driven back with a reported loss of 500 men and 
eight cannon, while Fremont's array was drawn up on the west side of 
the Shenandoah, unable to give any assistance. Jackson crossed the 
river this morning to attack Shields and destroyed the bridge so that 
Fremont could not follow. It is impossible for me to record the inci¬ 
dents related, or to describe the scenes iu town. 

Wednesday night, June if. —A rumor this morning thnt the Yan¬ 
kees were coming this way, crossing North river at Mt. Crawford, ami 
another, that Fremont was retreating. From 9,000 to 11,000 rein¬ 
forcements are on the way to Jackson. 

Thursday night . June 12. —A report this morning that Fremont 
was marching up North river with a view this way. At the same 
time it was said he had 40,000 men, while Jackson’s effective force 
amounted to only r5,ooo. During the day there were vague rumors 
that the Federal army had passed through Harrisonburg, going down 
the Valley, Late in the afternoon these last rumors were confirmed 
by persons from Harrisonburg. The Yankees went off last night in 
haste, burning their baggage and committing many depredations upon 
the property of our people. They even destroyed the gardens as far 
as they couUL 1 1 U reported that their whole number was 15,000— 
that is, Fremont’s column. 

A letter from a Michigan girl toiler brother, a soldier in the Fed¬ 
eral army, picked up down the Valley, begs the latter to beware of 
poisoned springs. 

Friday night* June fj. —Many Federal soldiers are said to be 
wandering in the woods, and some have been brought iu every day 
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since the battle, (of Port Republic). Twenty of them surrendered to 
one of our men. 

Saturday night. June //.—Six or seven railroad trains full of 
soldiers arrived this evening from Richmond,—General Whiting's 
command. * * For several days post it has liecn reported that 
Andrew Johnson, the Union Governor of Tennessee, was assassinated 
at Nashville. Also that Butler, the Federal general in command 
at New Orleans, was killed. 

Sunday. June /f.— Mprc troops arrived to-dqy by piilr oyi Four 
regiments left town tly^fioTTlTTtK^ mtfvTng the Valley turnpi^* 

via : the Klevrfith Mississippi. Sixth North Caroliua, Fourth Alabama, 
and Fourth^exos. Tliese regiments constitute Whiting’s brigade. 

Many of them are good-looking young men, although roughly clad, as 
usual. They all seem glg d to get op to thuL tggjflfl. 

Tuesday night. June tj. — Many troops arrived yesterday and 
others to day. Whiting’s brigade aud others arc eucamped on the 
Valley turnpike three miles from town. There are large encamp 
merits on the hills to the left of the Middlcbrook road, near the rail¬ 
road, and a small one on a hill north of town. A Texas brigade is 
here to which the Stauntuu Artillery is attached. * ' Soldiers are 
constantly going from house to house applying for something to eat. 

They threaten us with famine, aud to-night 1 was obliged to refuse a 
request for supper, lodging, and breakfast for five who applied in a 
batch. The commissary is well enough supplied, but the men like 
something better than camp fare. The more respectable soldiers fare 
worse than others, ns they do not forage to the same extent. 

Wednesday night, June tS .—To the surprise of everybody, the 
troops near town began to move off this morning In the direction of 
Wnynesborotigh. The Texas brigade (Hood s), started at 5 o'clock, 

A. M. Whiting's brigade retraced their steps through town between 
8 ami 9 o'clock, and marched down the Waynesborough road. Sever¬ 
al artillery companies moved in the same direction, Lawton’s brigade, 
several detached regiments, two or three artillery and two or three 
cavalry companies were still about town lute in the afternoon ; but at 
6 o'clock two railroad trains, full of soldiers, were getting ready to 
start. • • We hear that Jackson's whole command was to-day 

moving to Waynesborough, to cross the Blue Ridge. General Jack- 
son was in town nearly all day. hut no one found out the purpose of 
the movements mentioned. There was a large number of wagons in 
connection with the various brigades. Many of our regiments arc very 
much reduced in number*. One company of the Forty-fourth Vir¬ 
ginia had, a few days ago, five officers and six privates. * * A 
member of the Thirty-first regiment, from northwest Virginia, came 
into our office this evening, and meeting there an acquaintance from 
the same region, told with great glee that in the Monday’s fight near 
Port Republic, he had shot the major of the First Virginia regiment / 
in the Federal service. He manifested a savage joyousness in relating/ ^ 

the fall by his hand of his fellow-townsman. * * Brown sugar uowj \ 

sells by the barrel at 45 cents a pound ; bacon 30 cents. 
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Thursday night* June /?.—Everybody wondering to-day the can sc 
of Jackson's movement across the Blue Ridge. Some suggest that he 
is going to Richmond, intending to fall upon McClellan’s rear. * * 

Several persons arrived to-day from Buckhmmon, Upshur county, 
having come through without interruption. That route baa been 
closed for more than a year, 

Saturday nighty June 2/.—Still no intelligence from any quarter. 
* ♦ Twenty-five or thirty Yankee prisoners were in the court house 
yard this evening, having been brought np from Harrisonburg. All 
but three wounded, and all bat three Dutch. 

Monday night June 2j .—We have scarcely had a rumor to-day 
Neither railroad terftna nor mails from Richmond for several days. 
Several thousand ravalry in the Valley. No other troops. 

Tuesday % June 2/.—No railroad train yet. and all the news we 
have had from the east for about n week has lieen brought by persons 
tomhg on horseback. 

On the 26th and 27th we heard heavy cannonadiug, indicating a 
conflict near Richinoud. 


Friday,June 27.—The battle was renewed this morning, and at the 
last account, (by telegraph), was raging all along the line. At least 
one hundred thousand men are arrayed on each side. What multi¬ 
tudes are now passing into eternity, and how many more are at this 
moment writhing in pain on the Woody ground t 

Monday afternoon , Juneyo .—The battle near Richmond was con- 
tinned on yesterday. Cannonading distinctly heard in this place. We 
have no details of the fight since Friday, but tclcgrphic dispatches re¬ 
ceived to-day state that the Federal army was retreating towards 
James River. The reports arc encouraging for our side. Eight mem¬ 
bers of the Staunton Guard wounded, besides the captain, Burke. 
Three of the Staunton Artillery reported killed. 

Wednesday morning* July 2 .—Very heavy and rapid cannonading 
was kept up yesterday evening till long after dark. We heard it dis¬ 
tinctly at our house. [The distance by air line is about a hundred 
miles.] A telegraphic dispatch between 9 and 10 o'clock last night 
stated that the enemy won defeated again on Monday, and that there 
was every prospect of capturing, or routing, the whole army. But 
the newspaper accounts never conic tip to the telegraphic reports. The 
bnttle bus been raging for a week. The railroad train came through 
from Richmond yesterday. 

Friday morning* July — * * I atn certain of this only, that 
the enemy has been repulsed, losing several thousand men in killed, 
wounded and prisoners, mid some cannon, etc.; and that onr loss is 
also heavy. 

Monday morning* July 7.—A great variety of reports from Rich¬ 
mond since Friday, but no reliable intelligence. At one time we hear 
that the greater part of the Federal army is surrounded and will cer¬ 
tainly be captured, [there was a rumor yesterday that 50,000 had 
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beet* taken], and immediately afterwards it is asserted that it has 
effected its escape. The Utter I believe to be tmc. McClellan has, 
no doubt, at last reached a position on James river, where his trans¬ 
port* and gunboats arc, hi* columns a good deal shattered, but not 
seriously reduced in number*. We have about five thousand prison¬ 
ers. (beside* the wounded left on the field), including one Major- 
General and four or five Brigadiers. No estimate ho* yet been made 
of tiie slain. 

Tuesdays July 8 .—Yesterday a poor woman who lives in town 
heard that her husband, a soldier in the Fifty-second regiment, had 
been killed Iter wailings, which were kept up for an hour or two, 
wru most distressing. 

Monday, July //.—For several days we have had no intelligence 
iti regard to the war. from any quarter. Yesterday afternoon, how¬ 
ever, a report catne by railroad that the Yankee* were in considerable 
force at Culpeper Courthouse. 

Thursday, July 77.—The town as quiet all this week as if no war 
were raging in the land. No railroad train since Monday, ami no 
new* frwn any quarter. Brown sugar selling iu Staunton at 75 cents 
a pound. No coffee here for sale, but selling elsewhere at $2 a 
pound. 

Friday, July 25—A report this morning of skirmish at Luray 
yesterday, in which we captured twenty-five men, ten wagons, etc. 

* To all appearance Richmond is more closely invested now than 
before the late buttles. 

Monday, July 28 —The prisoners, etc., captured at Luray arrived 
last evening. Jackson has been collecting his force* in the neighlxir* 
hood of Gordonsvillc. He is said to have about 15,000, but receiving 
reinforcement*. His ranks very much reduced by sickness, M absence 
without leave,” etc. 




Friday Morning, August /.--This morning, while sitting in my 
office. I heard a sound of lamentation. Upou going out I found the 
noise proceeded from an upper room in the courthouse. A negro 
woman informed rac that it was a soldier crying because lie had to go 
to the war t He was brought in under the conscript act. Poor 
fellow* ! Although I pitied him, there was something very ludicrous 
in his wailing*. Several men and women stood in the street, some 
laughing and others denouncing the recruit.* 


Saturday, August 9 .—According to report. Jackson’s army is 
pressing towards Culpeper Courthouse, the enemy falling back. 
Federal officer* arc said to be rigidly enforcing Pope's order in the 
lower Valley, requiring all persons over fourteen years of age to t*ke 
the oath of allegiance to the United States, or move outside the Federal 
lines, with their clothe* only. 




•The undent Roman* would not have considered the lamentation* of the 
young rtftfoit at all ridiculous. Julius Cscaar relates that even the veterans of his 
Tenth l.cgloii bewailed aloud and shed tears when ordered to march against the 
Germans. 
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News of the battle of Cedar Mountain was received on August 
iotb t but, as usual, reliable details were not obtained till several days 
afterwards. Several railroad trains with wounded soldiers arrived on 
the 12th and 13th, among them fifty Federal soldiers. A young man 
named Baylor, of this county, was killed, and William II. Gamble 
lost an arm. 

Monday , August rr .—Passing the court house yard a w hile ago, 
I observed a number of persons standing before several •'bluejackets” 
stretched upon the grass. These latter turned out to be deserters from 
the Yankee army in the lower Valley. A dozen of them arrived here 
last evening. 

Wednesday August 13. —Twenty-one deserters from the Federal 
army came in to-day. 

Monday , August /<?.— We hear that troops arc pouring in to both 
sides on the line of the Rapidan. * * There is a great stir among 
persons liable to military service under the conscript act. 

Wednesday^ August 20 —A number of Marylanders, who have 
come off in consequence of the draft ordered by the Federal Govern¬ 
ment, have arrived here. Quite a cavalcade of them came into town 
a while ago. The railroad trains again used for army transportation; 
we have had no regular mails for a week. 

Friday , August 29 .—We hear of vigorous movements in north¬ 
west Virginia by our rangers. etc. Imbodcn has 800 men now, and 
Jenkins more than 2,000, They have been joined by large numbers 
in consequence of the Federal draft. 

Monday , September 1 .—Many rumors for several days past, but no 
reliable intelligence. A report last night that a battle occurred on 
Friday at Manassas. 

V This was the bloody battle of "Second Manassas." Among the 
slain were William S. H. Baylor, Colonel of the Fifth regiment; 
Edward Garber, Captain in the Fifty-second regiment ; William 
Patrick, Major of cavalry ; Preston Byers and others from Augusta 
county.* 

• Colonel Baylor was the only * 0 n of Jacob Baylor, R*q., and was born in 
1831. 11c was educated at the Staunton Academy and Washington College, Lex¬ 
ington, and studied law at the University of Virginia. For sonic years he was 
Commonwealth's Attorney for the town of Stauniou. When killed he was in 
command of the Stonewall Brigade, and it is said would soon have been com¬ 
missioned Brigadier General if he hail lived. 

Major Patrick, son of Mr. Charles Patrick, was born on South River, Augusta, 
in 1823 . He w'as a farmer, an intelligent gentleman, and a gallant soldier. 

Captain Garber wna a son of Mr. Albert J. Garber of Staunton, and a young 
man of great promise, as was Preston Byers. 
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By September 8, the Confederate army was in Maryland, and 
recruits were again passing through Staunton. Jackson captured 
Harper’s Ferry with many prisoners, etc., and the battle of Boonsboro 
was fought. 

Wednesday % September 24 .—All the wounded men who con walk 
have been creeping up from Winchester, trying to get to their homes. 
Staunton is full of them. Many look very forlorn, hands and arms 
hurt, faces bound up, badly clad, barefooted and dirty. 



September jy t Last night the town was overflowing with wound 
ed soldiers from the army and recruits going down. 


Saturday night, September 27 ,—Late this evening nearly five hun¬ 
dred Yankee prisoners were brought up from Winchester. They 
marched four abreast. It was oitifui to see so manv human beiners led 


marched four abreast. It was pitiful tosekr so many human beings led 
or driven along like sheep. Troops have been moving down the Val¬ 
ley from this point nearly every day this week* Most of the wounded 
who have arrived here have been forwarded to Richmond. Others 
continue to come, however. Night before lost the town was alive with 
them. They were fed as far as possible, by citizens. 




Thursday , Oetober An ambulance train laden with wounded 

soldiers has come in from Winchester. From the number of Northern 
vehicles in the train one might suppose that the Federal army was 
passing along. • * The number of ambulance* arrived and on the 
road this side of Mt. Sidney is said to be two hundred and 
twenty-five. 


WKVednesdtty, Oetober St .—The scene at the railroad depot this morn¬ 
ing was in striking contrast to those of former times, Many wounded 
soldiers were going home on furlough or discharge,—some on two 
crutches, others on one, and several supported by two men each. A 
poor fellow came limping along, using a rough staff in place of one of 
his legs, which was wounded. One leg of his pants was cut off at the 
knee, and the other was slit open so as to expose the bare limb. 
What clothing he had on was dirty, as usual with most soldiers return¬ 
ing from the army. 




■\'h 
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Monday , Oetober rj .—There was a distribution of public salt to¬ 
day. Considerable crowd and pressure. One pound allowed to each 
individual. Several wagons went through towu to day on their way 
to Kanawlm county for aalL News was received on the 13th. of 
Stuart's cavalry excursion into Pennsylvania, capture of Chambers- 
burg, etc. / 

Saturday' Oetober rS .—A dreadful railroad accident at Try, Albe¬ 
marle county, a few days ago. to a train bringing soldiers up this way. 
Seven or eight men killed and sixty or seventy wounded. But what 




). 




of this at a time when men are killed by hundreds and thousands 
every day ! Soldiers still pressing through the town to the army. 
Provisions of utl kinds scarce and prices high. Flour, $14 per barrel ; 
butter, 75 cents jkmt pound ; clothing very difficult to get. 



CHAPTER XXII. 


THIRD YEAR OF TITH WAR—l863~’4. 



The third year of the war opened with rather bright prospects for 
onr people. Certainly the general feeling was hopeful and compara¬ 
tively cheerful. It was however very difficult to procure necessary ar¬ 
ticles of subsistence in this community* and families who had previous¬ 
ly lived well, were reduced to bread and Water._ 

The casualties in the Fifty-seconavirginia regiment were repor¬ 
ted April 28, 1863, as follows: Killed in battle or died from wounds, 
54 ; died of disease, 68 ; died from causes not known, 15. This state¬ 
ment does not include the men permanently disabled by wounds and 
sickness. 

The first rumor of the battles of Chancellorsville came by telegraph 
on May 1 st. On the 4th, it was reported that our army was occupy¬ 
ing the camp of the enemy, that we had taken ten thousand prisoners, 
and th at GeneraU acksau was wo unded. Charles Calhoon was mor¬ 
tally wounded* and Joseph N. Ryan lost a leg. Xinetv-five Federal 
prisoners taken in Hardy were brought in on the 2d # and forty-seven 
more from the northwest on the 8th. 




But we continue the extracts from the diary: 

Monday % May /.—A telegraphic rumor this morning that Jackson 
had defeated the enemy at Port Royal, capturiug 5,000 of them. 

After night the railroad train brought the report that the Yankee array 
liad been driven seven miles beyond the Rappahannock* that onr army 
was occupying the camp of the eoemy, that we had taken 10,000 pris¬ 
oners. and that General Jackson was wounded, one person said severe¬ 
ly, others said slightly. 

Tuesday , Mars .—While we were enjoying the good news received 
last night, a dispatch came this morning stating that 12,000 Yankees, 
cavalry aud artillery, under General Stoneham [StonemanJ* were in 
Louisa county on their way to the James river canal. It is said that 
this division, as they came on last week, took our cavalry entirely by 
surprise, capturing 2,000 of them* and scattering the remainder; that 
FiUhugh Lee with 500 men followed them, and fought them while 
they were breaking up the railroad* but having such superiority of 
numbers they were able to brush Lee off and go on with tlieir work. 
* * General R. E. Lee states iu his official dispatch that he gained 
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a great victory, but says that General Jackson was severely wounded. 
Another account nyi he was wounded in the arm, and did not leave 
the field. Some members of the Fifth regiment, wounded in the re¬ 
cent battle, arrived this evening. 

Wednesday night. May 6 .—Very few additional particulars in re¬ 
gard to the recent great battle,—chiefly repetitions of the statement 
that we gained a decided victory. But General Jackson has lost hi* 
arm, the injury being so serious as to render amputation necessary. 


Thursday night. May 7.—A man from Harrisonburg stated this 
morning that the Yankees were coming up the Valley. Ah the telc- 
grnpli made no such report, it was considered an idle rumor. But after 
dark an army surgeon arrived with the sick soldiers from the Harrison¬ 
burg hospital, lie said the road between Harrisonburg nnd Staunton 
was full of people, with their cattle, etc., flying before the Yankee* 
supposed to lie coming. We have a force of 800 men l>clow Harrison¬ 
burg. Afterwords I ieamed that a telegraphic dispatch had been re¬ 
ceived, stating that 2. too of the enemy were nine miles below Har¬ 
risonburg. 

Monday, May //.—A report of General Jackson's death was cur¬ 
rent this morning, but most per sous hoped it was not true. Between 
1 and 2 o’clock, however, the telegraph operator stepped into the 
room where I was writing, and handed me a dispatch from the War 
Department at Richmond, lobe forwarded to Lexington by express, 
announcing the fact. There is universal lamcntntion in this commu¬ 
nity. It is like "the mourning iu the Valley of Mefiddon," when 
King Josiab was slain. 



Wednesday night, May 13 .—Persons from Shenandoah give some 
particulars of the recent advance of the enemy through that county. 
They were about 2,000 in nnndier, and came only a tnilc this side of 
New’ Market, All accounts state that they were very timid, and sud¬ 
denly harried back upon receiving some intelligence by courier from 
Winchester, the officers not waiting to cat the dinner that was pre¬ 
paring. * * The slain have been arriving ever since the buttle, os 

well as the wounded. 


Wednesday night , May 20 .—General Jenkins' brigade of cavalry is 
collecting at Staunton, and an inspection take* place to-morrow near 
town. Jenkins is to command in the Valley. Jooca. and perhaps Im- 
boden, having been ordered to join Lee. 


Saturday, May 2j .—The expedition to northwest Virginia brought 
off about 3.000 cattle, it is said. 

Wednesday, May 27.— * * About sixty women and children I M 
from northwestern Virginia arrived in town last night. They were I • 
sent off by the Federal authorities for sympathizing with the South,! 
and were allowed to bring only necessary wearing apparel and $100/ 
each. : ? ' r> 

Saturday night, June 6 .—No railroad train from Richmond this 
evening. Kcuson not given, but it is presumed that Ccuerul Lees 
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array is moving. It is believed that Lee is advancing north of the 
Rappahannock. 

Saturday night, fune fj ,—Rumored this evening that General 
I Ewell's corps was near Winchester, at route for Pennsylvania. 



Tuesday night, June 16 .— Passengers by stage from Winchester 
report that General Ewell has captured a large number of Yankees at 
that place. * * It is evident from the large quantity of ordnance 

and other stores coming to Staunton, that the Valley will be the scene 
of protracted operations. 

June ij. —We learn from Winchester that our array has crossed 
the Potomac nt three points. All the Federate at Winchester, except 
Millroy and liis body-guard, were captured. The number is given as 
five thousand. 

Friday night. Juju /Q — Staunton is again a great thoroughfare 
for the army,—many soldiers passing through town to join their 
various commands. 

Monday night, June 22. —About 10 o’clock this morning upwards 
of sixteen hundred Yankees, taken at Winchester, arrived. They 
were guarded by the Fifty-eighth Virginia infantry. * * The 

prisoners were mqfilutlfittF clothed tha p the^ Con federates wlra 
guarded them . They were lraihed /"put aboard aTSflroad firair 1, 

'which starte 3 f for Richmond in the evening. * * Large numbers of 
our soldiers have been passing through town for several days past, 
coming from the cast by railroad, and going down the Valley oti 
[ibtofc 0'} ' - ' ” r ’ " w li 

Tuesday night, June 23. —Nineteen hundred more Yankee prison¬ 
ers were brought up to the vicinity of town to day, and a part of them 
sent off to Richmond by railroad this evening. 

June 24. —The guard of the prisoners,—a North Carolina regi¬ 
ment,—although generally dirty, and sonic of them ragged, looked 
stouter and more hardy than the Yankees. Several of our poor 
fellows were barefooted. 

June 23. —A number of female Northern camp followers have 
been brought up from Winchester atuTsent to Richinomf to be passed 
beyond our lines.: 

June 26 .—The whole number of prisoners who have arrived here 
this week is 4,321, including forty-five women and children. 

Tuesday night , June 30. —The main body of our cavalry under 
Stuart, has been fighting constantly on the Virginia side of the 
Potomac. * * Wagon trains going from Staunton to Winchester 
are now required to be guarded. A train is waiting till a guard of 
five hundred men enn be formed of convalescent soldiers. 

July /.—A number of wagons loaded with hardware, stationery, 
etc., purchased by our quartermasters in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
arrived to-day. Northern merchants have been excluded for so long 
from the Southern market that they arc way behind the times in re- 
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gird to phew ! For example, hand saw files, which sell here at $3 
each, they sold to oar quartermaster at 25 cents, Confederate cur¬ 
rency'. 

July 7.—The atmosphere seemed full of exciting rumors yester¬ 
day. Great battles at or near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, were re¬ 
ported, 

U'tdnaday % July S. —The following is given as n specimen of the 
current report* during the war: * * liter in the day, Towers 
came into my room, with a glowing face, to tell that Mr. Phillips told 
him that Judge Thompson told him that Stamp, (telegraph operator), 
told him that in n ha tile on Sunday we had a glorious victory, some 
forty thousand to sixty thousand of the enemy laying down thetr arms. 
George B, Price went to the telegraph office to inquire about the mat¬ 
ter, and reported on his return that Stump said the news must have 
come by some other line. Next. Major Tatccamcin—David S. Young 
had just told him that Judge Thompson said, etc. Then Major Bell 
informed me that Stump denied having authorised any such report. 
Coming home to dinner. I encountered Mr. Michic and John B. Bald¬ 
win. Mr. Michic had seen McGtiffin. etc. Baldwin said lie had seen 
Judge Thompson, who had given him the new* in full. Mr. Michie 
believed the report,— he was determined to believe it. Stump, he 
swid, had communicated to Judge Thompson confidentially what he 
had no liberty to divulge, and was now endeavoring to repair damages 
by fail denials, while the Judge was relating the news in strict con-| 
fidcnce to everybody he met. 

Thmnday night July 9 .—Blue ! blue! The Richmond newspapers 
of this morning publish a dispatch from General Johnston, dated Jack- 
sou, Mississippi, July 7th, stating that the garrison of Vicksburg capit- 
uluted on the 4th. 

Friday July to. —Soldier* wounded at the battle of Gettysburg 
give fearful account* of the slaughter of our array. Pickett's division 
annihilated. Many persons known to us were killed. A disastrous 
affair. The news received by us is, however, in many respects unin¬ 
telligible. A* far os we now see t fec tide is running i' carfully against 
ns. The mad leading into town from Winchester Hilucti with wound 
ed soldiers coming up from the battlefield. * * It is a sad sight to 

sec so many poor fellow* dragging themselves along to get nearer 
home. They are of course those who are comparatively slightly 
wounded. 

July it .—Wounded soldiers have come into town to-day in a con¬ 
stant sir cam ; some of them in vehicles and some on horseback, but 
most on foot. Many of them are without shoes. 

July 19 —The stream of wounded men arriving has been uninter¬ 
rupted, and not u third part of those disabled has arrived yet. It i* 
now said that comparatively few were killed. 

By the 16th, General bee’s army was hack on this side the Poto¬ 
mac, On the 1 Bill, nearly four thousand prisoner* were brought in. 
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On the 2oth, a long train of ambulances loaded with wounded or sick 
men arrived. 

July 25.—Crowds of sick and wounded soldiers have been arriving 
in ambulances, wagons, aud on foot ; and many of the inhabitants of 
the lower Valley, with all the property they could bring off. 

General Lee had left the Valley and gone cast of the Blue 
Ridge. 

July 2$. —Wounded and sick soldiers and refugees still coming in. 

Monday nig hi, August 24. —I was aroused at 5 o'clock this morn¬ 
ing and informed that the Yankees were at Buffalo Gap, ten miles from 
town. Was surprised upon going down street to find everything quiet. 
As the day advanced, the convalescent patients in the hospitals were 
armed, the citizens formed companies and Im bod on’s command.—said 
to be i.ooo men.—came up from their catnp three miles below town. 
Cannon were planted on the hill west of town, aud other defensive 
preparations were made. Towards xo o'clock most persons concluded 
that no enemy was near. People from Buffalo Gap had heard nothing 
of the Yankees till they came to town, and a man from Highland re¬ 
ported that they had gone towards Pocahontas. Afterwards scouts 
came in and reported that no Yankees were near Buffalo Gap. 

• Thursday . August 27.- On Tuesday we beard that the Yankee 

raiders, from 4,000 to 5,000, had driven Colonel Jackson across the 
I Warm Springs mountain, that he was retreating to Millborough, and 
I that Staunton was threatened again. We next heard that the Yankees 

• were " going back," aud that Jackson was * 4 after them.” 

Wednesday night , September jo —On Monday last (court day) 
General Smith, ex-Goveruor aud Governor-elect, and Senator Wigfall, 
of Texas, addressed the people of this county on their duty at this 
crisis. The people '’resolved" that they would sell produce at the 
/ rates fixed by the government to all consumers. 

• In September, peaches were abundant and sold at $23 to $25 a 
bushel. 


Tuesday night , October /<;,—I have been engaged for several 
days past in the great work of having a suit of clothes made. My 
wife bought the cloth several weeks ago at the factory near town. It 
is gray jeans, and cost $10 a yard, but similar cloth sells now at $14. 
Four yards of unbleached cotton cloth were furnished by my wife 
(wherefrom I know not) fur pockets, sleeve-lining, etc. She also 
produced a piece of black alpaca, which her brother had worn as a 
cravat, for skirt and back lining. I bought two yards of osnaburg, 
at $2.50 a yard, and have engaged buttons from the manufacturers in 
town. The Lushbaughs turn buttons ont of maple wood. The suit 
will cost from §130 to Si 50. 


The Augusta 44 Raid Guard.” otherwise called Home Guard, 
were summoned to the Shenandoah mountain November 12th, as the 
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enemy was supposed to be advancing. The various companies were 
organized a* a regiment on the nth.—John B. Baldwin, Colonel; 
Kenton Harper. I.ieatenant-Colone!; J. M. McCue, Major; Dr. J 
Alexander Waddell, Surgeon ; C. R. Mason, Quartermaster; N. P. 
Catlett, Commissary, and J. C* Marquis, Adjutant. 

Friday , November /j.—Seven or eight companies of the Raid 
Guard were oti parade to-day. It was encouraging to see that we had 
so many men left. They arc mounted infantry, except a company of 
artillery raised in towu. 

The alarm of invasion proved unfounded, and the companies 
were dismissed for the time. The price of flour had risen to $80 a 
barrel on November r6th. 

Saturday night, November 21 .—There is a general feeling that 
the war will be interminable. All round the horizon there is not a 
glimmer of light. Yet the war does not weigh as heavily on the 
spirits of the people as it did for many months after it began. The 
recollection of the security and abundance formerly enjoyed seems 
like a dream. I picture to myself the scenes in our streets three years 
ago.—piles of boxes before every store door, shelves and counters 
within filled and piled up with goods; merchants begging customers 
to bay ; groceries running over with molasses, sugar, coffee, tea. 
cheese, fish, etc.; confectioners making the most tempting display of 
fruits, candies and cakes ; wagons loaded with country produce calling 
at every house, and farmers earnestly inquiring who wished to pur¬ 
chase flour, com, potatoes, beef, pork, apple*. Now the stores,— 
still so-called by courtesy,—will furnish you thread, buttons, pins and 
other light art wl h hat nm tin blockade, 1 ’ cotton cloth of 
Southern manufacture fat $3.75 a yard), veaseli made of clay instead 
of glass or chinaware. and occasionally a few yards of calico or linscy ; 
the confectioners' saloons are like M banquet halls deserted," and you 
will lx? lucky if by dint of entreaty, and as a special favor, a farmer 
will sell you a barrel of flour or a few bushels of com. In consequence 
of thi* state of affairs, each family manufactures and produces its own 
supplies as far as possible. People are williug to pay any price in 
currency " for what they need ; " money ” is plentiful, but alas ! it 
cannot lie used as food or clothing. 

But I discover no change in female attire ; most of the ladies seem 
to " dress ' quite as much as formerly. How this happens I do not 
know. Perhaps woman’s ingenuity, M Gars auld does look amaist 
as wed’s the new." Hut from the sensation caused by a new bonnet 
at church I suppose the sex do feel the pressure of the times in regard 
to fashions. Men dress in homespun or in broadcloth of antique cut, 
without regard to style. Our ladies, however, arc just ns eager 
as formerly for the "fashions" from Philadelphia and New York. 
Every now and then some female comes " through the linos," and the 
patterns of her botmet, cloak and dress are speedily adopted by the 
whole sex. As apropos to this, See No. 277 of the Sfxitator. In the 
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time of Queen Anne, French fashions were imported into England by 
means of dolls dressed in the latest styles, and during the hottest peri¬ 
od of the war between the two countries the dolls continued to 
come. 

A November 29 .—Flour is up to $95 a barrel. At this rate of depre¬ 
ciation we shall soon have no currency at all, as the money wc have 
will buy nothing. Many persons, however, have no more of the de¬ 
preciated currency than they formerly had of good money. 

November jo .—It is reported that the loss of men from this county, 
killed and wounded, in the late fight ou the Rappahannock, was one 
hundred and fifty. 

Friday night, December 11 .—Another raid reported. The Home 
Guard called out. 

The Home Guard went to the Shenandoah mountain to meet the 
enemy on the 13U1. During the night of the 13th, there were wild 
reports from various quarters. It was said that Imboden had been 
skirmishing with the enemy at the Shenandoah mountain, and that 
KclioLs had been driven back from Lewisburg. On the 15th, several 
railroad trains filled with soldiers, under General Early, urrived from 
the east, and went through to Buffalo Gap, and General Fitz. Dee's 
'cavalry was in the vicinity of town. 

December //.—When 1 awoke this morning, it was raining hard, 
and the trees were covered with ice. I wondered how it was possible 
for human beings to endure long-continued exposure to such weather. 

At 10 o’clock, Dec's division of cavalry passed through town, 
und went up the Greenville road. None of them knew where they 
were going. The men were dripping wet. but seemed in fine spirits. 
The horses generally arc in good condition. The Home Guard re¬ 
turned to-day, having been dismissed to assemble again at u minute's 
warning. 

December /S .—All the troops returned from Buffalo Gap last night, 
in the rain. They were marched two miles from town on tlie Green- 
ville road, and spent the night without shelter. • * During the 

morning, we learned that part of the troops were to go to Millborough 
to intercept AverilL At 1 o'clock, Thomas’ brigade was marched to 
the depot, to meet n railroad train, which, however, did not arrive till 
after dark • * As soon as the men found they would not start im¬ 

mediately, they had blazing fires in the open space between the Amer¬ 
ican hotel and the depot. * • The crowds of dusky, clay-soiled and 

smoke-begrimed men gathered in the dark around the fires, cooking 
their rations as liest they could, were a picturesque scene. 

On Saturday, the 19th, there was a rumor that a Federal force 
was coming up the Valley, and was near Harrisonburg. After ten 
o'clock that night u cannon was fired on otic of the hills in town to 
summon the Home Guard of the county. Iu a short time the regular 
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troops arrived from their camp, and were marched out toward* Har¬ 
risonburg. M The soldier* seemed to be iu high spirits, calling for the 
Home Guard, and cracking jokes at one another a* they passed 

along.*' - fri p|r 

The Home Guard started Sunday evening* the 20th, and being 
mounted, they overtook and out stripped the regular infantry. The 
Federal force at Harrisonburg, hearing of the approach of the Confed¬ 
erates, hurriedly retreated, and there was a lively race to New Market. 
From that point the Guard returned home, General Early with his 
troop* moving down in the direction of Woodstock. 

The portion of the diary from January 1 to June 5, 1864, was 
lost—most probably destroyed, having been in a house burnt by a 
party of Federal soldiers. In February. 1864, it wo* officially re¬ 
ported that two hundred soldiers of the Stonewall brigade were with¬ 
out shoe*. 




CHAPTER XXIII. 


FOURTH YEA11 OF THE WAR—t864-*5. 


The writer recalls no local event of special interest from January 
lit to June 5th, 1864. In the month of May the battles of the 
Wilderness, or Spottsylvania Courthouse, between Generals Grant and 
Lee, occurred. Colonel James H. Skinuer, commanding the Fifty- 
second regiment, was severely wounded and permanently disabled on 
the 12th at Spottsylvania Courthouse. On the 15th of the same month 
General Breckinridge defeated a considerable Federal force at New 
Market, many Augusta people participating in the battle* 

No resident of Staunton then living and over the age of infancy 
will ever forget Sunday, June 5, 1864. For a week or more we had 
heard that a Federal force under General Hunter was coming up the 
Valley, and that Generals Crook and Averill were pressing in from 
the west with another large force. Imboden, with two skeleton regi¬ 
ments uml a company of artillery*, was in the Valley, while McCaus- 
land and Jackson, each with a small force, were between Staunton and 
Crook and Averill. The reserves (men over forty-five and boys under 
seventeen years of age) were also until Imboden; and during the 
previous week all the meu in the county able to bear arms,—detailed 
workmen, farmers, etc.,—were hastily collected and formed into 
companies, and joined him at North river, near Mount Crawford. 
Ou Thursday and Friday troops arrived from the southwest under 
General William E. Jones, probably twenty-five hundred men. 
General Joues joined the force at North river on Saturday morning 
and assumed command. The enemy finding oar men strongly posted 
and intrenched, moved toward Port Republic and crossed North 
river to the Augusta side. During Saturday night our army fell 
back to a point between New Hope and Mount Meridian, near the 
village of Piedmont. Skirmishing began early on Sunday morning. 

From eight or nine o'clock in the morning till three in the after¬ 
noon, many citizens of Staunton were ou the hills observing the smoke 
arising from the battlefield. For several hours no one of them 
imagined that a battle was in progress only eleven or twelve miles off, 
but the smoke was supposed to arise from the conflagration of mills 


ANNALS OK AIK'.USTA COUNTY. 


4 Sg 

md barns banit by the entity. We bad often beard the repor ts of 
*annoti from below Richmond, but the noise of the battle of Piedmont 
Jid not reach our ram till quite late in the day, when a few explosions 
>f cannon were indistinctly heard. 

In the meanwhile, diligent preparations for departure in case of 
isastcr were going on at the various government depots and offices. 
Railroad trains and wagons were loaded up, and nil hand * connected 
dth the quartermaster and commissary departments were ready to 
jiflrt at a moment's warning. Information ot the battle was received 
by mid-day, but our people were generally hopeful, especially as per¬ 
ilous recently observing on the hill-tops reported that the stnokc was 
receding, showing, as they thought, that our men were driving the 
enemy back. Late in the afternoon, however, the writer learned the 
result of the battle from the excited remark of a citizen: a General 
Jones is killed and our army is routed I" Such was the intelligence 
from the field. 

The army wagon trains and many citizens immediately left town, 
going up the Greenville road and crossing the Blue Ridge into Nelson 
county at Tye River Gap. 

It is not proposed to give here an account of the battle. The 
Augusta men, hasty levies as they were, are said to have acquitted 
themselves with marked gallantry. Ouc wing of the enemy was re¬ 
pulsed, but the other overwhelmed the Confederate force opposed to it, 
aud the men not killed or captured carae pell-mell into Staunton Sun¬ 
day night. The county had to mourn the lost of several esteemed 
citizens, and many more were seriously wounded. Robert L. Doyle, 
acting as captain, Harvey Bear and John W. Meredith were killed ou 
the field. The more experienced soldiers said the raw troops did not 
know when they were whipped, and kept on fighting when they 
should hare retreated. But nearly every man of them was, to some 
extent, a trained soldier. Brigadier-General Vaughan succeeded to 
the command of the defeated army, and drew off to the Blue Ridge at 
Rock fish Gap. 

Sunday night passed away at Staunton without incident On 
Monday, June 6, the Federal troops entered the town. Very few men 
were left tu town, but mauy Confederate soldiers, absent from their 
command*, lingered till the last moment. One daring youth, when 
exhorted to make his escape, declared his purpose to remain till he 
could capture a horse. And he actually accomplished his purpose. 
At most in the presence of a large body of Federal cavalry, he singled 
out a man in advance, and presenting his gun ordered him to dis- 
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mount. Leaping into the saddle, he made his way with horse and 
prisoner to Waymesborough, where he joined his command. 

From a letter written at Staunton, by a lady, on the 6th and sev¬ 
eral subsequent days, we make the following extracts. After describ¬ 
ing the alarm in her family on the entrance of the Federal tToops the 
writer says : " We got through the remainder of the day and night 

without much alarm and without being much annoyed by so many 
Yankees coming to the hydrant for wnter and to rhe kitchen for food. 

Tuesday morning early, the Immiug^ctunmcnoed,—railroad 
dejx>t, steam mill, government workshops, Trotter’s shops and stages, 
Woolen factory, Garber’s mill, etc. # * He, (General Hunter) 

agreed that the workshops should not be burnt, if the citizens would 
bind themselves to pull them down, which they did; but stilt the fire 
was applied, without notice having been given. All the interior of 
the shoe factory was destroyed. It must have been ludicrous to see 

Mrs. -flying across the street, axe in hand, to assist in the work 

of destruction, nnd thus escape the danger of fire. 

" After the houses were consumed, the Yankees began to pack up 
for a move, and w r e could hear them saying to one another, 'bad news !* 
but could not quite lenm what, until it leaked out that there was a re¬ 
port of the capture of their wagon train. Before they liegan to pack 
np, some of the houses were searched for provisions, but u stop was 
put to it, and by dinner time not a Yankee was seen in town. Our 
scouts were on the hills in a little time, and we felt too happy to think 
whether the enemy would return. * * By four o'clock the town 

was perfectly alive with blue coats again. I learned from some of the 
men that they had gone to reinforce Averill. On Wednesday Crook 
and Averill came, and it seemed to me that the locusts of Egypt could 
not have been more numerous. Our yard and kitchen were overrun 
all the while, ami the streets were filled from end to end. * * The 

house-searching began in good earnest on Wednesday.” The officer 
who searched the lady's house “was very gentlemanly, nnd went 
through it as a matter of form," without taking any of her limited 
supplies. 

" N. K. Trout" (mayor of the town "and B. F. Points were 
arrested, and kept in confinement till this morning, ot last night. 
Mr. Trout was accused of concealing arms, and Mr. Points of showing 
pleasure when the Federal troops left town ou Tuesday, George W. 
Fuller was arrested as a spy, and held for some time, t>ecauso he re¬ 
turned to town bringing letters from Confederate soldiers to tlieir 
families. Onr people captured at Piedmont were cooped up in ati old 
guard-house, and wc all made bread for them. 
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" Friday .—Most of the Yankees left this morning, Since dinner 
a regiment has pav*c<l. just arrived from Martindiurg. I understand 
most of the troops took the Lexington mad. * • Our wanU were 

such a comfort to me. They could not have behaved better, and I 
really feel thankful to them.*' 

Many of the Federal .soldier* who were in Staunton seemed to l>e 
gentlemanly persona, having no heart for their business; others were 
mere plunderers, and robbed Wricks ami whites alike. At night the 
town was perfectly quiet, and the citizens felt safe. Du ring the day, 
however, the soldiers were permitted to roam about, and there was a 
reign of terror, Federal soldiers, dressed in Confederate uniform, 
called "Jesse Scouts," traversed the county, and strong parties of 
cavalry visited nearly every house. They boasted that some of their 
men were iti Staunton Sunday evening while the stampede was going 
on, and even on the previous Friday. 

General Breckinridge came from the east to Rockfish Gap with 
reinforcements, and for several days there were frequent skirmishes 
about Wayncsborough and on the road to Staunton. On the 12th the 
writer counted twelve dead horses, on the road between Staunton and 
Waynesborough. The railroad a* far as Fisbersville was torn np, 
and the bridge* were burnt. Another pcixm, who came down the 
Mtddlcbrook road a few days afterwards, reported many graves 
of Federal soldiers killed in skirmishes with Jenkins' cavalry, and 
puddles of blood here und there. The Dooaghc, Opie and Taylor 
forms, adjacent to Staunton, were almost denuded of fences. R. 
Mau/y's printing office, Staunton Spectator, wna broken up. 

The Federal army proceeded up the Valley towards Lexington, 
part going by the Greenville route and the remainder by way of 
Middlcbrook and Browtisburg. Jenkins was in advance of the latter, 
skirmishing as he was driven back by the superior force of the enemy. \ I 
Breckinridge broke up at Rockfish Gap, and hung upon the Federal]/ 
rear. 

As stated, the quartermaster's wagons moved up the Greeuville 
road Sunday eveuiug. June 5. 1&64. They arrived at Smith's tavern 
long oftcr dark. Resting there till daylight, the train then went on 
to cross the Blue Ridge at Tye River Gap. Reaching the top of the 
mountain, Monday evening, tents were pitched, and the party mAdc 
themselves as comfortable us they could. Many refugees, ladies as 
well os men with their stock, passed the camp that evening and the 
next day, going into Nelson couuty, which was supposed to be a safe 
retreat. All clay Tuesday the quartermaster's party remained on the 
fountain • bill on Wednesday they went down into Nelson, Posses- 
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sion was taken of a vacant house known as “Hubbard’s Quarter,' * 
only a few miles from Arrington depot, on the Orange mid Alexandria 
railroad, now the Virginia Midland. A long rest was anticipated at 

( that place, but after dark a courier arrived bringing an order from 
General Vaughan that the army stores should be forwarded to him at 
Rockfish Gap. Accordingly, most of the wagons. accompanied by 
several officers and many subordinates, moved forward on Thursday* 
along the eastern base of the Blue Ridge, and reached Rockfish Gap 
on Saturday, the nth. There tidings were received by telegraph, 
which excited fears as to the fate of the men and stores left at 
Hubbard's. A party of Federal troops, it was reported, had burned 
Arrington depot. Several days elapsed before the facts were aseer- 
tained. 

Captain R. H. Phillips had remained at Hubbard’s in charge of 
such stores as it was thought General Vaughan would not need, and 
with him were Anthony D Wren, James H. Blackley, William IX 
r Caudler, and other employees. While they were waiting for their din¬ 
ner on Saturday, to their infinite astonishment a party of Federal cav¬ 
alry burst upon them, having followed on their track across the moun¬ 
tain. The enemy dashed up with a shout, firing their pistols and de¬ 
manding the surrender of the “rebels.” Wren instantly fled, and es¬ 
caped by concealing himself in an adjacent wheat field ; the others sur¬ 
rendered at discretion. Boxes were hurriedly broken open and 
rifled, the house was set on fire, and in less than half an hour the en¬ 
emy retired with their prisoners and plunder. The latter included 
many valuable papers and much jewelry. On account of his feeble 
physical condition at the time, James II. Blackley was turned loose on 
parole after a few days; but Captain Phillips and William D. Candler 
were taken to Ohio and detained for many months in a military prison. 
Caudler, a perfectly truthful man, says that he and other prisoners 
were driven by hunger to catch rats for food, and this in the midst of 
abundance in the North and West. Vet the Yankees complain of the 
i starvation at Andersonvillc, while Confederate soldiers had hardly 
accessary subsistence. 

The diary was resumed, and we continue our extracts : 

Thursday , Jtitle /6 .—We heard this morning that Hunter was at 
Buchanan, and Breckinridge in Amherst county. Still no mail, and 
no reliable intelligence from any quarter. It is said the Yankees shot 
one man and hung another in Lexington. Reported that Crook or 
Avcrill brought off Mr. David S. Creigh from Lewisburg, and when 
they got to Rockbridge hung him, and left his body suspended to a 
tree. The town has been as quiet every day as on Sunday. Stores 
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ami shops cloned ; a few men sitting about ou the streets and talking 
over the events of the last two weeks ; and even the little children are 
ic*a noisy than usual. Everything looks like a tornado had swept over 
the country and left the stillness of death in its track. Many fanners 
having lost their liorats are unable to work their corn. 

Saturday* June / S .—The telegraph is up again, and working from 
Richmond t«» Staunton. • • Accounts we have from Lexington 

represent the treatment of that place by the Yankees as much worse 
than Staunton suffered* • * The Yankees while here threw a nuns 
; ..i bombshells into the creek, and the 1 ti fi s hing 

them up and opening them to get the powder. One exploded to-day 
while a negro matt was opening it. killing the man. The fragments 
flew to a great distance- 

SuHii^v night* June /p.—Reported this morning that Hunter gut 
near enough to Lynchburg to throw two shells into the city, one of 
which killed it boy; that Early attacked him yesterday evening, and 
defatted him ; that the Confederates advanced this morning, but found 
the Federal a r tny retreating in confusion ; and that Breckinridge was 
in a pi-it ion to intercept the retreat. * * While the Federal army 
was here an officer rode up to the sentinel stationed at the Confeder¬ 
ate work-hops* corner of Frederick and Lewi* streets, and handing 
him written orders from General Hunter, as he said, told him to shoot 
down any man who slionld set fire to the buildings. The Rev. S. D. 
Stuart was present and heard it all. In a few minute* the sentinel 
was withdrawn, and the buildings were in flame*. • * Several of 
our people suffered severely at the hands of •• Jcsae Scouts, 0 taking 
them for Confederate soldiers, and telling them where they had 
property hid, etc. Hr. Davidson even took some of them into the 
woods to *cc a fine horse he had secreted there in charge of n negro 
boy. Horse and buy were bath taken off. 

Wednesday night, June jo ,— Many reports during the day, some of 
which came in a I.yuchbtxrg new s paper received this evening. * * 
Too much good news for one day ! We now have a mail from Char¬ 
lottesville three times a week. The railroad train* couse up to 
Christian'* creek, and from there a stage run* to Staunton. 

Legh R. Waddell, who was in John X. Opic'S company at the l»att 1 c 
of Piedmont, *ay» he did not know the Confederates were defeat' d till 
they had retreated some distance. He was on the right wing of the 
Confederate army, which was successful, the left being broken and 
routed- After the company, which was at the rear of the retreating 
commit, hod proceeded some miles, Mr. Waddell become sUNpfcious in 
regard to the movements, and remarked to a comrade that the Yan¬ 
kees were probably at that time in Staunton. This remark wa* 
regarded us very absurd, as the company generally thought the move¬ 
ment was for the purpose of "heading the enemy,” Upon arriving 
at Hermitage, the company was halted, am! it was announced that all 
the farmers had permission to go home to take off their stock. [This 
is mentioned as another instance of how little a private soldier knows 
about n battle,] 
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June 24 ,—Wc had most fluttering reports this morning of the 
capture of a good part of Hunters army and the dispersiou of the re¬ 
mainder ; but by evening what seemed to be more truthful accounts 
.vere received* Nearly the whole concern will escape towards 
navvha. 




Sunday night, June 26 .—General Early, commanding Ewell’s 
corps, has arrived within a few miles of town, from towards Lexing¬ 
ton, and the soldiers from this county have been permitted to visit 
their homes. Wc did not know that Early was coming till he had al¬ 
most reached town. * * l hear the Federal officers, recently here, 

said the ladies of Staunton did not insult them, nor at the same time 
give them any countenance * that nowhere had they t>een treated with 
such cold politeuess. * * During the occupation, several youug 
men belonging to the cavalry in General Lee's army, who had come 
home for horses, called at John Hamilton’s, on Christian’s creek 
While they were at dinner a dozen Yankees cauic upon them. They, 
of Course, resisted capture, and one of them killed a Yankee. One 
was captured, and the others escaped. The dead man was taken by 
his comrades into Hamilton's house and laid upon a bed. They 
ordered Hamilton to bury him, which he refused to do, and after in¬ 
sulting and endeavoring to intimidate him they went off. promising to 
send another squad. The second party came and left without bury¬ 
ing the corpse, and Mr. Hamilton had to do it at last. Two or three 
of our cavalrymen, at home on furlough, dashed upon the Yankee 
pickets near the Lunatic Asylum, and killed one, and came near 
stampeding the whole army. While here, the Yankees seem to have 
been in a state of great trepidation. 

Tuesday owning, June 2S. —Early’s army has been passing 
through town since daylight, off and on. The infantry have gone 
down the Valley turnpike, the artillery down the New Hope road, aud 
the cavalry around the western part of the county, without coming 
through town. * * The soldiers, generally, seemed in good spirits. 

* Early is supposed to have from 20.000 to 25.000 men. I was 
aroused early this morning by the music of the troops who were 
inarching out of town. They had plenty of music, such as it was. One 
of the bands played, l# When this cruel war is over " * * As far 
os dress, etc., are concerned, they are a woc-be-gonc looking set. As 

I usual, multitudes of them have been calling at private houses for 
something to eat. We thought the Yankees hud left no surplus in 
the county, but it is impossible to refuse a morsel to our own men, 
notwithstanding the beggars are generally stragglers. 

Sunday night , July ro .—At last accounts. Early was at Frederick 
City, Maryland. His object, according to current report, is to release 
our men held as prisoners at Point Lookout. 

Monday , July //.—We are at last getting some authentic partic¬ 
ulars in reference to the case of Mr. Creigh, of Greenbrier. It was 
said by some that a negro woman shot the Yankee who was threaten¬ 
ing outrage to Mrs. Creigh and her daughters; by others, that Mrs. 
Creigh’s mother shot the man while Mr. Creigh was struggling with 
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him on the floor. A letter from LewLsbtirg states, however, that he 
was killed by Mr. Creigh in defence of himself and family, and that 
hi* body was thrown into a well. This occurred six months ago. 
When the Federal troops were recently in Greenbrier, a negro in¬ 
formed upon Mr, Creigh. and he was arrested and brought to Stnnn- 
ton. After n mock trial he was condemned, and hung near New Prov¬ 
idence church, in Rockbridge. Averill and Crook were opp-esed to 
his execution, it is said, but it was ordered by Hunter, A Federal 
chaplain named Osborne, from Pennsylvania, testified that Creigh was 
“ a good man. if there ever was one,* and that the soldiers said he did 
righi i I 11 raffift P j 

Wednesday night, fuly rj .—We have no intelligence from Marly, 
except through Northern newspapers. Great excitement in the North. 

Friday % July if.— * * The government offer* $50 a bushel 
fur wheat I Surely the puldic debt will never lie paid. 

Monday m^Kt July (8 .—Our army has left Mary laud and crossed 
to the M^uth aide of the Potomac, near Leesburg. 

Saturday, July jj. —A dispatch was received this evening from 
k:chtm mi, stating that a baggage car on the Danville railroad was 
burned this morning, and that the books, papers etc., of the two banks 
of Stauutou were destroyed. The effects of the bank* were taken to 
Danville to preserve them from the enemy, and were on the road back 
when the catastrophe occurred. [This report caused a panic in the 
community, but it turned oat that the loss was not great]. 

Tuesday July 26. —Seven hundred and forty Yankee prisoners 
were brought into town yesterday, and sent off by railroad. They 
were taken in Maryland and down the Valley. 

July jo — We have no lights at night. Candle* are so high in 
price thut I cannot buy them. * * Very heavy cannonading heard 
all morning. 

Monday, August /.—News by the train last night that Grant 
sprung a mine at Petersburg, on Saturday. • • The Reserves of 

the Valley District are iu towu to-day. In obcdicucc to au order re- 

?[uiring them to report here for organisation. [They were chiefly men 
rom forty-five to fifty-five years of age.] 

Tuesday, August 2 .—Early is said to be at Uunkcr Hill, near 
Winchester. • • Our loss at Petersburg on Saturday is reported at 
i.eoo ; the lovt of the enemy is said to be about 3.000, including t. too 
prUoner*. The slaughter of the enemy is said to have liccti terrible. 
[The enemy'* loss was afterward* reported as 5.000]. 

August J .—A rumor to*day that 40,000 Federal troop* were at 
Harper's Ferry. 

August 4 —Northern newspapers report that McCausland lias 
been to Chauibersburg, Pennsylvania, and burnt the town. 

Tuesday, August 9 .—One or two persons who were with McCaus- 
land at Chauibersburg have arrived iu towu. They say that McCauv 
land, by order of General Early, made a demand on llic town for a 
handled thmviand dollar*, to reimburse the owner* oC \no\vetty dc- 
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lAstroyed by the Yankees in Virginia. The people laughed at the de¬ 
mand, which was made at intervals three or four times, accompanied 


by a threat to bum the town if it was uot complied with. As the 
people persisted in disregarding the demand, the town was finally set 


on fire. Our men say the affair was extreme*)* painful to them. There 
is every reason to believe that Henry K. Cochran, of Staunton, was 


killed at Chainl^rsbnrg, and he probably fell a victim to popular rngc. 


Saturday , Ampul ij .—We hear that a large force of the enemy 
is pressing Early up the Valley, * * Heavy cannonading was heard 

all the morning from six to eleven or twelve o'clock. 

August // —Reported that our array and the enemy were con¬ 
fronting each other at Strnsburg on yesterday. * * A large imm* 



f her of array wagons came in to-day, probably 140 to 150 in all, 

L? Wednesday nighty August /?—Yesterday evening n v *ou! fi o'clock 
I h</*rd the cannonading below Richmond very distinctly. The 
Reodfves were sent to Richmond on Monday. 

fpXyf'riday night , August /?.—News from the lower Valley this mom- 
p tok that the Yankee nrray was retiring, and burning bams and mills 
as they went. Karly had passed through Winchester in pursuit* 

Wednesday might, August 24 ,—Four hundred and fifty prisoners 
from the lower Vultey brought in this evening. They arc to be de¬ 
tained here till further orders from General Early. 

fAugust jt .—I am again engaged in the arduous labor of getting 
npSn coat and vest. Five yards of coarse cloth, which I obtained by a 
padc, would have cost in our currency at least $200. Having pro- 
yVcured the cloth, the difficulty now is about trimmings and making. 
Two yards of skirt lining will cost #30. My jeans coat, made last yeur 
, a nd lo st at Hubbard 's, in Nelson county, on the nth of last June, was 
. ItticiTwith nn old cravat. Alas! every thing of that kind is oow used 
/up, so I must make the back of an old vest .serve another ♦■‘tour’* to 
Ihelp out the new one. The usual charge of a tailor for cutting out a 
Icoat and vest is $15, nnd a woman charges >33 for making. These 
^prices are not high considering wlint the currency is worth. For 
leant buttons I must rob an old garment. 

Saturday night, September The Yankee prisoners sent up the 
Valley by Early, have been forwarded to Lynchburg. While detained 
here thev were bivouacked on the Middiebrook road two or three 


miles from town. A sergeant-major preached to his fellow prisoners 
once or twice on last Sunday. They frequently held prayer meetings 
and their singing was heard all ronnd the country. Twelve of them, 
from New Jersey, expressed a desire to take the oath of allegiance to 
the Confederacy, and all declared themselves heartily tired of the 


wax. 


Saturday night , September —Mrs. C. scut for me this evening 
to direct a letter to her husband, who is a prisoner at Camp Chase, 
Ohio. Such letters go from Richmond, by the flag-of tmee boat. 
While I was at Mrs. C.'s two children came in, and, inquiring who 
they were, I was told that their father also was a prisoner in the 
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enemy’s bands. In a few minutes another little girl entered, and 
Mrs. C. remarked that her father, too, was a prisoner, 

Tuesday, September 20 .—Our army defeated yesterday below 
Winchester. * * A deep feeling of gloom seems to pervade the 
community. Life has no charms at present, and there is little to hope 
for the future. It is like walking through the valley of the shadow 
of death. *‘ M — ■■ *-— --*■ 

September at .—Still very few particulars in regard to the recent 
battle. Stage passengers report that our loss was three thousand, 
killed and wounded,—-comparatively few killed,—and that the enemy’s 
loss was very large. They say the enemy was repulsed twice and 
driven back two miles, lmt continued to bring up fresh troops. 
Karly brought off his wagons and 400 prisoners taken during the 
battle. Our army was at Fisher’s Hill, and there in a rumor of 
skirmishing there this morning. 

Friday evening. September 23 .—A report got out about 2 o’clock 
that Karly had been driven from Fisher's Hill, with the logs of twelve 
piece* of cannon. * * I thought wc had reached the lowest stage 
of despondency on yesterday, but there was still a ” lower deep.” 
Anxiety was depicted on every countenance. Some persons report 
that the enemy in 70.000 strong, while Early ha* only 7,500 infantry. 
Edward Waddell arrived yesterday, badly wounded in the right hand. 
[He entered the military service, April 17, tS6f, as a private in the 
’* West Augusta Guard/* 5th regiment. Stonewall Brigade, and par¬ 
ticipated in nearly even* battle in which his command was engaged. 
He became ftid Lieutenant, and commanded his company for more 
than a year ; but could not rise higher because the Captain and tst 
Lieutenant, although disabled by wounds, held on to their commis¬ 
sions, The wound mentioned was the first he received, A spent 
ball* however, uu one occasion, knocked out one of his front teeth. 
He is a son of Dr. Livingston Waddell, formerly of Wayncsborough.] 
Reported that thousands of our soldiers are without arms, having 
thrown their guns away. Guns have been scut from Staunton since 
the hattlc of Winchester. 

Saturday September 24 .—A dispatch from General Early this 
morning assured the people of S taunt cm that they were iu uo danger— 
that his army was safe, and receiving reinforemicuts. He, however, 
ordered the detailed men to be called out. • * This county i* now 
rich in all that is needed to sustain an army, and if the enemy comes 
the loss will be irreparable. General Early's dispatch has not quieted 
apprehension. 

About 10 o'clock at night, September 24, General Early sent an 
order to evacuate the town, as he was compelled to retire from the 
V alley to Brown’s Gap, in the Blue Ridge. During that night there 
was little rest or sleep to persons connected with the various govern¬ 
ment depots, and ns early as possible the next day all army stores were 
started eastward by railroad and wagon trains. 
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Xnhc federal army, some 3,000 men, under General Torbert, en¬ 
tered Staunton on Monday evening, September 26, and, passing 
through, camped on the Waynesborough road. A part of them went 
to Waynesborough 011 Tuesday, during which day the remainder of 
them occupied Staunton. They entered very few houses and commit¬ 
ted no depredation of any consequence* They impressed all the tiegro 
men into their service, and took them down the railroad to destroy the 
track and bridges. The colored people were very indignant, and did 
much less damage to the railroad than they could have done. 

On Wednesday, the 28th, the whole Federal command moved to 
Waynesborough, and late that evening they were attacked by a party 
of Confederate cavalry from Brown's Gap. The enemy were driven 
off, leaving about forty dead and more thnn eighty prisoners. They 
returned through Staunton late Wednesday night, it! great haste and 
some disorder, and went down the Valley as they came up, by the 
Spring hi 11 road. They appeared to spend Thursday and Thursday 
1 Lwight in burning barns in the direction of Middle river, the whole 
\ heavens being illuminated until a late hour. 

Confederate cavalry entered Staunton on Thursday, the 29th. 
General Early afterwards moved his infantry from Waynesborough 
towards Mt. Sidney, and for several days North river, from Bridge- 
water to Port Republic, was the line between the two armies. 

John N. Hendren, of Staunton, was appointed Treasurer of the 
Confederate States in the fall of 1864. 

Monday night , October ro. —The Richmond Dispatch of this morn¬ 
ing says that the Nett* York Herald of the 5th published a letter from 
Grant to Sheridan, ordering him to burn every house in the Valley, to 
destroy every mill, kill every horse, cow, sheep, and hog ; that he is 
determined to make the Valley a wilderness. * * It is said that 
when the Yankees were here recently an officer made an address to the 
negroes after they had finished tearing up the railroad track near town. 
He was anxious for the young men to go off with them, but would not 
advise the old men to leave their homes; if, however, the latter chose 
to go, they would be taken to Washington city where arrangements 
would tic made by which they could work for a living. ** Humph/' 
said an old negro, '* plenty work here.’* 

Wednesday night , October r2 .—At this usually abundant season of 
the year, people heretofore accustomed to live in luxury, are scuffling 
for the necessaries of life. Since dark we have been listening to the 
noise of a mill grinding sugar caue (sorghum); there it is, still, after 
io o’clock, probably half a mile off. Something sweet,—molasses, if 
not sugar,—is eagerly sought after. At Waynesborough, the other 
day, I drank at supper and breakfast “ rvc coffee ** without sugar. 
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October t $.—Nothing talked of except the recent order calling 
into service all detailed men. One order has followed another in rapid 
succession from the adjutant-general's office. It seems that almost 
every male from seventeen to fifty years of age not in the army is to he 
taken to Richmond with the view of going to the field. The recent 
orders take millers from their grinding, but men sent from the army 
undertake in some cases to ran the machinery. Fanners are ordered 
from their fields and bams and soldiers are detailed to thresh the 
wheat. All men engaged in making horseshoes arc ordered off, so 
that our cavalry and artillery horses will have to go barefooted* The 
officials at Richmond are apparently in a state of panic. 

Thursday niyht, October 20 .—This afternoon it was announced 
that Early had attacked the enemy ncarStrosburg, and captured 1,500 
prisoners. Before the first glow of satisfaction at this good news had 
left my face, we heard that Early had lost his cannon, and was retreat¬ 
ing before the enemy. 

October jt .—A number of officers and men who were engaged in 
the affair down the Valley, and many ambulances with the wounded, 
have arrived. They say the enemy was attacked early in the morn¬ 
ing and completely routed, being driven a long distance, with the loss 
of cannon, wagons, about 4.000 men,—in fact, almost everything. 
Early ordered a halt, and immediately his men scattered to plunder* 
The enemy rallied, and, another corps coming up. attacked our men 
while they were dispersed* At the same time the Federal cavalry at¬ 
tacked the wagons in the rear of our army. The result was, that wc 
were routed, and lof»t more than was gained at first, except in 
prisoners. 

October 12 .—A large body of prisoners w*as brought in this morn¬ 
ing and sent off by railroad. The number was stated to lie 1.340, but 
I thought it nt least 2,000. 

Throughout the war the courts were open, and their authority 
was respected. In November of this year, several “ detailed farmers, 
called into military service, sued out writs of habeas corpus, and 
brought their cases before Judge Thompson at Staunton. He decided 
that they were not liable to serve as soldiers, and ordered their 
discharge. 

Thursday* November tu .—From the means employed to provision 
Early*» army it must be in great straits for subsistence. Commissaries 
and quartermasters, with details of men, are traversing the county in 
search of supplies. The mills are watched, and every barrel of flour 
is taken up as soon as it is turned out. 

Thursday November 24 .—A large part of Early’* army is in this 

mi'.. 

December 7.—Two divisions of Early’s corps arc on their way to 
Richmond, having reached Waynesborough. 
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Rodes’ division passed through Staunton on the 15th, and 
Wharton’s division on the 17th. Rosser went into quarters with his 
cavalry, near Buffalo Gap, and the infantry and artillery left under 
Early were stationed near Fishersville. General Early had his head¬ 
quarters ill Staunton. 

A report on the 20th, that the enemy was coining up the Valley, 
brought Early’s small force up from Fishersville, and sent them down 
the Winchester road. By the 22nd the alarm was over, and our men 
were back in their quarters. At 3 o’clock, on the morning of the 
23rd, the cavalry were roused in their camp, and brought to town. 
The weather was bitter cold, the ground covered with snow, and the 
roads were slippery. The men were chilled and hungry, and went 
from house to house for breakfast. 

Saturday nighty December jr .—The last night of a dreary year, 
full of wretchedness. * * Forage is very scarce, and many horses 
| are dying. 

Thursday night, January 2i , 1S65. —The State sells salt to citizens 
at a less price than the market affords, and 1 have secured all I am en¬ 
titled to, os the best investment of Confederate motley Some time 
ago the article was distributed to the people of the town at the rate of 
25 pounds to each person, and I then obluiued 275 pounds. Another 
distribution was made to-day, and I received 220 pounds more. 

A lady's dress, which formerly cost $10 to $15, now costs $400 to 

$300. V ~ i — ‘ 9mm w 

Monday night, January r6.— Rosser has been to Beverley, Ran¬ 
dolph county, and has captured 600 or 700 Federal soldiers. 

January r8 .—Pins sell in town at $12 a paper, and needles at $10. 
Flour in Richmond at $1,000 a barrel. Confederate currency is almost 
worthless. 

Friday night, January 20. —Many persons were encouraging them- 
selves to day with reports about foreign intervention. * * The 

Srisoners captured by Rosser at Beverley, (600 or 700), were sent off 
y railroad to-dav. They have suffered greatly from cold and hunger, 
as our soldiers have. Several of them died on the way to Staunton, 
and others will probably not survive long. After the train started 1 
saw one of the prisoners lying on the pavement at the corner of the 
court-house yard. A crowd was around him, some of whom said he 
was dying. lie was taken to the Confederate military hospital. All 
the prisoners are from Ohio. One of them boasted, it is said, that lie 
had been in many of the houses about here. 

Tuesday, January jz. —Early hns had his headquarters in Staun 
ton for some time, and Fitzhugh Lee moved up from Waynesborough 
a few days ago. 

Thursday , February 9. —Two soldiers, convicted of desertion and 
robbery, were shot to-day near town. 
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Friday, Frfirman 24, —General Crook entered Staunton this after¬ 
noon under very diScrcnt circumstances from his visit in June last. 

He was brought in by McNeil's men, who kidnapped him in 
Cumberland, Maryland, although there were two Federal regiments 
in the town. 

The people of Augusta, who assembled at February court, con¬ 
tributed n large amount of provisions for the maintenance of the Con¬ 
federate army. 

Tuesday, February 28. —We were startled this morning by au or¬ 
der from General Early to pack up. The enemy in large force was 
coming up the Valley, and had arrived at Mt. Jackson, 

This was Sheridan's command of mounted men, which swept 
through the Valley without tarrying at any point. They burut 
Swoopc’s depot, Swoope's mill and bam. Bell's bam etc., on March 2. 

General Early retired with bis small force to Waynesborough, 
where he made a stand, but he was surrounded by a host of enemies, 
and his men were killed, captured or scattered. William H. Harman 
xvas killed there, while acting as volunteer aide. The General narrow¬ 
ly escaped capture. On Saturday, the 4th, a body of the enemy re¬ 
turned to Staunton with their prisoners, 600 to 800, and the same day 
proceeded down the Valley, while the main body crossed the Blue 
Ridge at Rockfish Gap. >;>'r-\;r . .. 

upon the country, his men plundering, cxmHuming; and destroying U. 
they went. While they were in Staunton they seised cooked food 
wherever they found it, and on the 2nd the writer’s family lmd nothing 
to cat during the day except some potatoes which a servant smuggled 
into the house and roasted in the dining room. For several weeks 
afterwards there was no communication by railroad or telegraph be¬ 
tween Staunton and Richmond. 

Early Monday morning, April 3rd, the news of the evacuation of 
Richmond flew through the streets of Staunton, and from house to 
house. 

April d.—All things indicate that the days of the Confederate 
States are nnmbercd. 

On Tuesday rooming, April nth. vague reports of General Lee’s 
surrender reached Staunton. 

Friday , April //.—We heard lost night from an authentic source 
that General Lee had certainly surrendeted himself with his army. 
* * O’Ferrnll is still operating in the lower Volley. The Federal 
commander In that ciuarter uotified him that lie was violating the 
terms of Lee's surrender, and O’Ferrall has sent to Staunton for in¬ 
formation, * * Picrpont, the Governor of Virginia recognised by 
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the Federal government, has been in Richmond. He was elected by a 
few rotes in Alexandria. Norfolk, and possibly some other places oc¬ 
cupied by Federal troops during the war. Another State, called West 
Virginia, is presided over by Governor Bom man or Borcman. Nothing 
remains for us but submission. 

Sunday night , April /6 .—Authentic intelligence to day that two 
|>crsons have arrived in Char lot leaville from Richmond, sent by Lin¬ 
coln in search of Governor Smith, to invite him to return. At last 
accounts the Governor was flying from Richmond, on the tow path of 
flic James river canal. 

Monday night, April 77. —Four years ago this day, the two 
military companies started from Staunton, and the war l>cguu. Now 
the war is virtually over, and we are—what shall I say ? 


LIST OF AUGUSTA MEN 

WHO SKRVKD IN THE FIELD AS CAPTAINS, HAJOES, ETC., IN THE 

CONFEDERATE ARMY. 

Antrim. George T.—Captain of Company H, Fifth regiment 
Virginia infantry. Disabled at Kernstown. 

ArchArt, Abraham.—Captain of Company D, Fifty-second in¬ 
fantry. 

Baldwin, John B.—Inspector-General of State troops; Colonel of 
Fifty-second infantry. Disabled by sickness. 

Bulthis, William L.—Captaiu of Staunton Artillery, succeeding 
John D, Imboden. Disabled at Malvern Hill. 

Hatctnan, Elijah.—Captain of Company G, Fifty*»econd infantry, 
succeeding Samuel McCune. Lost arm in battle. May 6, 1864. 

Baylor, William S. H.—Major of Fifth infantry, Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel am! Colonel. Killed at second battle of Manassas, commanding 
brigade. 

Berkeley, Frank B.—Chief of stall of Brigadier General Imboden, 
with rank of Captain. 

Brown, S. Bradford.—Captain of cavalry j General Lee’s body 
guard. 

Bucher, David.—Captain-quartermaster of Fifth infantry. 

Bumgardner, James. Jr.—Captaiu of Company F, Fifty-second 
regiment, succeeding Joseph E. Cline. 

Burke, Thomas J.—Captain of Company L, Fifth infantry, suc¬ 

ceeding James 11 Waters. 

Byers, John S.—Captain of Company C. Fifty-second infantry, 
succeeding Wm. E. Dabney. Disabtcd by wound. 

Christian, Bolivar.—Captain-commissary of Fifty-second infantry. 
Afterwards on special sendee with rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Cliue, Joseph E.—Captain of Company F, Fifty-second infantry. 
Retired from disability. 
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Cochran, George M., Jr.—Captain-quartermaster of Fifty-second 
infantry. 

Cochran, James—Captain of Company I, Fourteenth Virginia 
cavalry, succeeding F. F. Sterrett. Promoted Colonel. 

Coiner, C. Benton.—Captain of Company G, Fifty-second in- 
fatitry, succeeding Elijah Bateman. 

Curtis, K. L.— Captain of Company I, Fifth infantry, succeeding 
O. F. Grittnan. 

Dabney, William E. (of Albemarle).—Captain of Company C, 
Fifty-second infantry. Killed at Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862. 

Davis, Robert C.—Captain of Company A, Fifty-second infantry, 
succeeding Edward Curlier. 

Dempster, John J.—Captain of Company E, Fifth infantry, suc- 

' 

Hold. Jamrs A—Captain of Company II, Fifty-second infantry, 
succeeding J. D. Lilley. Killed at Bet beads Church, below Richmond, 
1864. 

Doyle, Robert L.—Captain of Company C, Fifth infantry, Lieu- 
tenant-CoIonel of Sixty-second infantry. Killed at Piedmont while 
acting os Captain of reserves. 

Fultx, Alexander H.—Captain of Staunton Artillery, succeeding 

A. W. Garber. 

Garber, Asher W.—Captain of Staunton Artillery, succeeding 
W. L. Balt his. Promoted Major. 

Garber, Edw’ard.—Captain of Company A, Fifty-seooud infantry, 
succeeding J, H, Skinner. Killed at second battle of Manassas. 

Gibson. lames W.—Captain of Company H, Fifth infantry, suc- 
ccetiing G. T. Antrim. 

Grills, Lyctirgus.—Captain of Company S, Fifth infantry, suc¬ 
ceeding J, W. Newton. Died in service. 

Grimtan, Oswald F.—Captain of Company I, Fifth infantry. 

Hall, William.—Captain of Company G, Fifth infantry, succeed¬ 
ing R. Simms. Killed at Wilderness, May 5, 1864. 

Hunger. Henry H.—Captain of Company I, Fourteenth cavalry* 
succeeding Joseph A. Wilson. 

Hunger, Marshall.—Captain and Major on staff of General J. E. 

B. Stuart. 

Harman. Asher W.—Captain of Company G, Fifth infantry, Col¬ 
onel of Twelfth Virginia cavalry. 

Harman, John A.—Major and quartermaster of Scooud Corps 
Army of Northern Virginia. 

Harman, Lewis.—Captain of Company I, Twelfth cavalry. 

Harman, Michael G.—Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel of Fifty- 
second infantry, succeeding J. B. Baldwin. 

Hannan, William H.—Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel of Fifth 
infantry, succeeding K. Harper. Killed at Wayneabonrogh, 1865, 
acting ns volunteer aide. 

Harper, Kenton.—Colonel of Fifth infantry. 

Hotchkiss. Jed.—Major and topographical engineer of Second 
Corps Army of Northern Virginia. 
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Huttle, Joseph P.—Captain of Company D, Fifty-second infantry. 

Humphreys, John F.—Captain of Company I, Fifty-second in¬ 
fantry, succeeding Samuel Lambert. 

Imbodeu, George W.—Colonel of Eighteenth Virginia cavalry. 

Imboden, John D.—Captain of Staunton Artillery; Colonel of 
independent command : Brigadier-General. 

Koiner, Absalom.—Major of Fifth infantry, succeeding W. S. II. 
Baylor. 

Lambert, Samuel.—Captain of Company I, Fifty-second infantry. 
Died in service* 

Lillcy, John D.—Captain of Company II. Fifty-second iufontry. 
Promdted l^eutena n t - Colon el. 

Lilley, Robert D.—Captain of Company D, Twenty-fifth infantry. 
Promoted Lieutcnant-Coloticl, and Brigadier-General, Lost an arm at 
Winchester, 1864. 

Long. William.— Captain of Company B, Fifty-second infantry, 
lied at McDowell, M u 8 f 1862. 

Mason. C. R.—Commissioned first as a post-quartermaster with 
tlic rank of Captain ; afterwards as Lieutcnaut-Colonel of engineers in 
the field. 

MeCiung, James A.—Captain-quartermaster of the Fifty-seventh 
Virginia regiment. 

McClung, Thomas.—Captain of Company B, First Virginia cav¬ 
alry, succeeding William Patrick. 

McCoy. Charles D.—Captain of Company D, Twenty-fifth infan¬ 
try* succeeding R. D. Lillcy. 

MeCune, Samuel.—Captain of Company D. Fifty-second infantry. 

Merritt, C. G.—Captain-quartermaster of Twenty-fifth infantry. 

McKamy, William C.—Captain of Company I), Fifth infantry, 
succeeding \V II. R *lph. 

Newton, James W.—Captain of Company E, Fifth infantry. Pro¬ 
moted Major. Lost a leg in service. 

Patrick. William.—Captain of Company E, First Virginia cavalry. 
Promoted Major. Killed at Second Manassas. 

Randolph, William H.—Captain of Company D, Fifth infantry, 
succeeding II. J. Williams. Killed at Cold Harbor. 

Roberts, St. Francis.—Captain of Company F, Fifth infantry. 
Disabled by wounds in battle. 

Simms, Richard.—Captain of Company G, Fifth infantry, suc¬ 
ceeding A. W, Hannan, Killed at Second Manassas. 

Skinner, James H.—Captaiu of Company A, Fifty-second in¬ 
fantry, Lieu tenant-Colonel, ami Colonel. Wounded and disabled, 
May 12, iso.*. 

Sterrett, F. F.—Captain of Company I, Fourteenth cavalry. 

Thompson. James.—Captain of Company B, Fifty-second infantry, 
succeed William Long. 

Trcvy, J. M.—Captain of Company C, Fifth infantry, succeeding 
i. I>o\k\ 

Trout, E. Stribling.—Captain of Company II, Fifty-second in¬ 
fantry, succeeding J. A. Dold. 
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Waters, James H.—Captain of Company L, Fifth infantry. Cap¬ 
tain and commissary of regiment. 

Weller. Charles L. —Captain of Company C. Fifty-second in¬ 
fantry, succeeding J. S. Byers. 

Williams, Hazel J.—Captain of Company I), Fifth infantry. 
Promoted Lieutenant* Colonel. 

Wilson. Joseph A. —Captain of Company I, Fourteenth cavalry, 
succeeding James Cochrau. Lost an arm in battle. 

Wilson. Peter K.—Captain of Company F. Fifth infantry, succeed¬ 
ing St. F. Roberts. 


The following natives of Augusta, who, however, were not 
living iu the county when the war arose, were officers in the military 
service: 

William D. Stuart, son of Thomas J. Stuart, Esq., of Staunton, 
bom about 1850, and educated at the Staunton Academy and the 
Virginia Military Institute. Was principal of a school in Richmond, 
in 1861. Appointed by Governor Letcher, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Fourteenth Virginia regiment. At the reorganization in 186a, was 
elected colonel of the Fifty-sixth regiment. Mortally wounded at 
Gettysburg, and died in Staunton. 

James A. Walker, son of Mr.Alexander Walker,'of South river. 
Educated at the Virginia Military* Institute. While practising law in 
Pulaski county waa appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Thirteenth 
Virginia regiment, commanded then by A. P. Hill. Became succes¬ 
sively Colonel, Brigadier-General, and Major-General. 

Thomas Poagc, a lawyer, living in Pulaski county, wras Colonel of 
the 50th Virginia regiment when be was killed, on Black water, iu 
February, 1863 

Briscoe G. Baldwin, Jr., son of Judge B. G. Baldwin, educated at 
the Staunton Academy and the Virginia Military Institute. Ap¬ 
pointed Lieutenant-Colonel of artillery and assigned to ordnance duty 
in Richmond. 

John H. McCue, sou of John McCuc. Escj., waa practising law iu 
Nelson county in 1861. Appointed commissary of the Fifty-first 
regiment. Colonel Wharton. Was with General Floyd’s command at 
the fall of Fort Doacbon. Captured at Wayuesboiough iu March, 
1865, while actiug as volunteer aide and detained a prisoner till July. 


In the battle near Winchester, July 20, 1864, General R. I). Lillcy, 
while commanding Pogrom's brigade, was wounded three times, 
—first, in the left thigh by a shell ; next, his right arm waa shattered 
near the shoulder by n minic-baU; and, lastly, u minie-ball went 
through his already injured thigh. Being entirely disabled by the 
second injury, he dismounted, and as his horse was galloping to the 
rear he received the third wound. Weak and faint he lay down un- 
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der a tree. A portion of the Federal array passed over him, and a 
soldier stopped long enough to take off his field-glass. Left alone for 
awhile, he crawled to n shady sjjot among rocks and leaves. Soon a 
Federal straggler came tip and robbed him of his watch, pocket-book, 
hat, gold ring and pocket knife. Next, an Irishman in the Federal 
army came along, inquired about his injuries, und went nearly a mile 
to procure water for him. Finally, several of Averill's cavalry 
gathered near him. and while they stood there a moccasin snake 
glided across his forehead and stopped near his face. He called to the 
soldiers, and they killed the reptile. His arm was amputated at the 
shoulder by a Federal surgeon, and the wounded thigh was properly 
treated. The stolen watch was recovered through the agency of the 
surgeon and a Federal colonel. 



y — 

Claiborne R. Mason was one of the most remarkable men of his 
day. He was born a poor boy, early in the 19th century, and reared 
in Chesterfield county. At an early age he was thrown upon his own 
resources, without the advantages of education. After pursuing vari¬ 
ous vocations, he turned his attention to the construction of railroads, 
and a large part of the Chesapeake and Ohio railroad was constructed 
by him. By a mental process peculiar to himself, he made the most 
intricate calculations in mensuration, with promptness and accuracy. 
He accumulated several fortunes during his life, and lost nearly as 
many by his lii>erality. He was transparently honest, and, with 
much worldly wisdom, as guileless as a child. For about the last 
thirty years of his life he resided in Augusta county. When the war 
arose in 1861 1 he raised a company for the Fifty-second regiment, but 
his services were more needed otherwise. He was first commissioned 
as quartermaster, with the rank of Captain. Soon, however, General 
T. J. Jackson attached him to his person and employed him in con¬ 
structing roads and bridges, obtaining for him the commission of Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel of engineers. An aneixlote is related to show his ener¬ 
gy and skill: One evening General Jackson notified him to hold him¬ 
self in readiness to construct a bridge over a river they were at. The 
regular engineers sat up all night, drawing the plan, and in the morn¬ 
ing Mason was sent for to receive ins tructioms, fie presented himself 
at headquarters, with the aatioucemcni that the bridge was up! His 
death occurred in January. 1885, when he was about eighty-two years of 
age. Up to the time of his last sickness he was actively engaged in 
constructing railroads in Pennsylvania, Kentucky and elsewhere. 


CHAPTER XXIV 


AFTER TIIK WAR—1865. 

The war cloned when General Lee surrendered at Appomattox 
Courthouse. For many days afterwards all the roads in the State 
were full of weary men wending their ways homeward. Many homes 
were devastated and poverty-stricken. The army of the Confederate 
States bail wasted away, and not only so, but the people were im¬ 
poverished. Some food was left in the county.—more, indeed, than 
was generally known of a few weeks before,—and the pressing need 
was for articles of clothing. Railroads had been tom up, factories de¬ 
stroyed, farms laid waste, towns wrecked, the kink* were all broken, 
and there was literally no currency in the country. Farmers set to 
work to do what they could, and a few other people found employ¬ 
ment. Most white people were idle from necessity, and the negroes 
asserted and proved their newly acquired freedom by leaving the 
farms and flocking to town. The recuperation of the country, which 1 
began at once and has been so far consummated, is one of the marvels 
of the age. 

It was not anticipated at the close of the war that the Southern 
people generally would he subjected to pains and penalties. Kdmund 
Burke said: •• It is impossible to frame an indictment against a 
whole people." But the fate of many regarded as leaders was for 
some time in suspense. 

We continue our extracts from the diary : 

April /o —No rumors to-day of any consequence Yesterday 
there was a report that Lincoln had been assassinated. 

Apil 10 —The report of Lincoln's assassination was renewed this 
evening. * * There is general regret in our community. * * 

We arc now in a condition of anarchy. Bonds of soldiers are roaming 
about and takii g oflTall cattle, sheep, horses, etc., they suppose to be 
public property. 

Having home the heat and burden of the war for so long, it is 
not strange that returned soldiers, having come home in a state of 
destitution, should feel that they had a peculiar right to Confederate 
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property, nor is it strange that they sometimes mistook private for 
public property. 

Friday night, April 21 .—I hear that a lady arrived this evening 
from Washington with a uewspaper giving an account of Lincoln's as* 
sassinatiou. Seward was assailed in his chamber at the same time 
and wounded. 

April 22 .—The assassin was an actor, named John Wilkes Booth. 
He and twenty or thirty others associated with him escaped down the 
Potomac ou the Maryland side. He was not considered a Southern 
sympathizer, having left Richmond early in the war to go North. 
Rumor says that some persons at the North attribute the murder to 
the ultra abolitionists, who arc disaffected on account of Lincoln's 
supposed leniency to the South. Vice-President Andrew Johnson has 
been sworn in os President of the United States, and has made several 
speeches, in which he announced vengeance against '‘traitors/' He 
has withdrawn the invitation, or permission, for our Legislature to 
meet in Richmond. 

Monday night, April24. —The Picrpont government is established 
at Richmond, and we will doubtless be required to recognize it as 
legitimate. * * The County Court was busy to-da) r trying to dc- 
vJaC means for maintaining and order. 

* April 2$. —We have no mails, no newspapers, and no regular 
communication with the world. Occasionally some person arrives 
with a Baltimore or Richmond paper. * * There were many ex¬ 
citing rumors to-day. Amoug them that Andrew Johnson had been 
killed, and that Washington, Philadelphia and New York were in 
flames. Also, reported by some one who came up the Valley that 
Grant had been killed, and that fighting was going on in Washington 
city. * * Trouble, suspense, anxiety—a time when we have no 
government, and know not what will be on the morrow. 

April 2j .—Reported that Andrew Johnson had uot been poisoned, 
as was said, but was under arrest as an accomplice in the assassination 
of Lincoln ! 

Saturday. April 29 .—Several companies of the Twenty-second 
New York cavalry, under Colonel Reid, arrived to-day from Winches¬ 
ter. They came ill very cautiously, having scouts on the hills before 
they entered They evidently feared an ambuscade 1 Their camp is 
near the cemetery. * * It was a curious spectacle this afternoon to 
see Federate and Confederates mingling together on the streets. Every¬ 
body seemed to be at ease. Jesse Scouts were in town considerably in 
advance of the main body. 

Sunday night , April 30. —The day paused off quietly. Many Yan¬ 
kees were riding and walking about unarmed. Four officers and two 
other soldiers attended the Presbyterian church in the forenoon. The 
Episcopal church was not open, because Mr. Latane was apprehensive 
of trouble if he omitted to pray for the President of the United States. 
Surely these are evil times when churches are subjected to military 
control. * * Our town police arrested a drunken Yankee soldier 

last night and put him in jail. 
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Monday night. May /.—Negroes arc flocking to the Yankee camp, 
some of them having come from home on horseback. * * The 

Yankee* gave up stolen hur^o to their owners when called for. 

The officers have told everybody that they did not wish the negroes 
to go off with them, and would furnish to them neither transportation 
nor rations, but they were not at liberty to send them home. This 
afternoon, however* the soldiers began a system of treatment which 
must have been discouraging to "American citir.cn* of African de¬ 
scent." A number of tents had been taken froru the militury hospital 
to the Yankee camp, and some of them were spread upon the ground 
aiid used as blanket* far tossing up the colored friends Men, women 
and children were thrown up at the risk of cracking skulls or breaking 
necks. One woman having been tossed up several times fell on her 
head, and at last accounts was lying insensible. * * This evening 
u Confederate and Yankee had a fist-fight in the street. The former 
got the letter of his opponent, but both were put iu jail. 

Tuesday, May j —The Federal troops started early this morning 
down the Valley. Many negroes, men. women and children, accom¬ 
panied them. The negroes can't realize that freedom is possible in 
their old homes. One old man started, but boon ft turned, baying it 
was too far! 

Thursday night. May /.—A movement was on foot this morning 
for a public meeting on Monday next, with a view to the reorganiza¬ 
tion of the State government under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. 

Sunday night May 7.—Information that a considerable body of 
Federal troops is on the wav from Winchester. • • General Smith, 

our fugitive Governor, is in town to-night, and has sent round notice 
that he will deliver an address at the American hotel* 

Monday night. May 8 .—The county meeting came off to-duy, uml 
was attended by many people. A committee was appointed to go to 
Richmond and confer with the authorities there, civil or military, and 
ascertain what liberty will be allowed in regard to the re establish¬ 
ment of the State government. The committee are Alexander H. H. 
Stuart, William M. Tate, John B. Baldwin, M, G. Harman and 
Hugh W. Sheffey. Resolutions were adopted declaring that the con¬ 
test is ended; that a State Convention should lie held. etc. The 
Governor goes armed with a brace of pistols, ami bis servant carries a 
gun or two. He has returned to Lexington. 

Turiday night. May p. —The Federal troops entered town this 
morning. First came three or four scouts, next the cavalry (three 
regiments), and then three regiments of infantry. Brigadier-General 
Duval commands. Their principal camp is on the Parkersburg road, 
near town. The headquarters are at the Virginia Hotel. They have 
ttUmt 150 wagons, snd supplies for thirty days. As the first infantry 
regiment marched in the band played *' Hail Columbia." The private 
soldiers seem good-natured enough, but they arc n low order of peo¬ 
ple, much inferior to our men, who have always whipped them when 
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) not outnumbered more than three to one. The officers are a spruce, 
dapper-looking set.. 

Wednesday night. May /a. —The committee appointed by the 
county meeting on Monday called upon General Duval this morning. 
He was extremely civil; said the only instructions he had were to re¬ 
store order by suppressing guerilla parties, and to parole Confederate 
soldiers. He bad no instructions in regard to civil government. 
[There were no guerillas iti the country.] 

I . Friday night. May 12. —We are tasting the bitterness of a con¬ 
quered people. The Yankees are evidently trying to worry us because 
they are not taken iuto society. No disrespect is shown to them, but 
cold politeness. The officers ride and walk al*>ut. decked off in shin¬ 
ing coats, and evidently desire to attract the attention of the ladies. 
General Duval is not satisfied with the temper of the people,—" they 
are still defiant." He has therefore resorted to various petty annoy¬ 
ances. * * Yesterday he alleged that several persons had been 

murdered within four miles of Staunton.—"Union people,” who had 
recently come back. Nobody else hud heard of it, and the statement 

I is utterly false. * * Citizens are not allowed to be on the streets 

after to o'clock at night * * This morning a Yankee soldier was 
found dead near town, but, strange to say, the “Rebels'* are not 
charged with having killed him. Yesterday a body of four or five 
hundred cavalry came in from Charlottesville to open an office for 
paroling, not knowing that any troops were here. They returned this 
morning. We hear thnt the Yankees at Winchester have the negro 
men who lately went off from this place, working on the streets, 
guarded by soldiers, and that the women arc begging from door to 
door. 

I May 14 .—Reported on the streets thnt President Johnson has 
issued a proclamation declaring the property of nil aiders and abettors 
of the " rebellion “ confiscated, declaring ail public offices vacant, and 
setting aside all sales of real estate made since 1860. Pierpont is 
recograzed as the Governor of Virginia, of course. 

May /f,—A sentinel lias lieen promenading to-day before N. K. 
Trout's residence, because, the Yankees allege, the girls ** made 
mouths,'’ or hissed at the band as they entered town a week ago. The 
girls deny the charge. But what if they did ? 

* May 16. —Many persons in town have been making what money 

they could out of the Yankee soldiers. Betty, a colored servant girl 

at -'s, thought she would try her hand, although her mistress is 

suspected of being a secret partner in the venture. At any rate, 
Betty went out to the camp with a lot of fresh pies to sell on reason¬ 
able terms. In due time she returned, greatly elated with her suc¬ 
cess,—she had a handful of notes. But, alas! the rascality of 
» the Yankees, and, alas ! Betty’s ignorance of United States currency ! 
1 Upon examination, it turned out that the papers for which she had ex- 
j changed her pies were bottle labels, advertising cards, etc., without a 
I cent of money among them. Betty probably told very freely where 
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she lived, am] during the day some Yankee* called at the house and 
inquired if they could get any pics there. 

Thursday, May rS. —A pistol «>r gun was fired in otic of the 
»trecta last night, and General Duval imagined that he was shot at. 
Karly in the morning the town was surrounded by pickets, and no one 
wo* allowed to conic in or go out. Every house was searched for fire* 
anus, and every weapon, however rusty and useless, wia triumphantly 
seised and carried off. It is said and believed that a gun in the hands 
of a Federal soldier was accidentally discharged* But General Duval 
firmly believes that the 14 rebels/' having sacrificed the head of the 
nation, nre trying to kill him, ibe next great man. * * The 
soldiers h ive been tossing negroes in blankets at their camp, and it is 
reported that one was killed and buried yesterday. 

fifay ry .—Several stores have been opened in town by army sut¬ 
ler* and others, The report of President Davis* capture is repeated 

Mar jo.— A second public meeting was held to day in the court¬ 
house by Genera! Duval’s permission, and another committee was 
apprrintcd logo to Richmond, etc., etc. It was a sham affair. * * 

Yesterday no one was allowed to leave town unless he had taken the 
oath of allegiance. All restrictions were removed to day, but uo one 
is permitted to be on the streets after 8 o’clock, P. M. 

Sunday, May ji .—This morning, after the Presbyterian congre¬ 
gation had assembled for worship, through some bungling, a Yankee 
chaplain was escorted to the pulpit where the Rev. Mr. Baker was 
seated. 'Hie chaplain only wanted to give notice that he woutd preach 
elsewhere in the evening, hut persons outside, hearing of the intrusion, 
n* they regarded it, spread the report that he had usurped the pulpit 
and intended to preach by force of arms. The nffatr caused great in¬ 
dignation at first, but afterwards much amusement. The scene which 
outsiders imagined was exhibited in the church is described by Walter 
Scott In " Woodstock/' when the Rev. Nehetuiah lioMenough was 
thrust from his pulpit by one of Cromwell's soldiers mid his comrades, 
who exclaimed: M We will pluck yon Jack Presbyter out of his 
wooden sentinel box and our own watchman shall relieve guard and 
mount thereon, and erv aloud and spare uot.'* According to report, 
sonic of ihe Federal officers don’t spare the chaplain. They asked 
him if hr had preached to-day, and he replied : *• No, neither preach, 

pray, nor sing." He did sing, however, at the Presbyterian church.] 
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Monday night , May jj. —Pierpont is recognized by the Washing- j 
ton authorities a* the legitimate Governor of Virginia. We areappre- I 
hctisivc that no one will be allowed to vote or hold office unless he * 
purges himself by oath of all sympathy with the ••rebellion/' and 
thus nearly the whole people will be excluded. No doubt some will 
swear they never did sympathize. The applicants for office upon the 
restoration of the monarchy ill the person of Charles II were not more 
debased titan some people now a-clays. 

Monday nighty May 29. —Yesterday evening United States flags 
were hung out at several street corners, so that persons going to the 
Episcopal church should have to pass under them, and 11 small paper 
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flag was suspended over the church Rate. This morning a small flag 

I was found pasted to the portico of A, F. Kinney's house, and Ned 
Kinney, who first discovered it, took it down. For this act of treason 
Ik* was arrested and threatened with banishment to a Northern prison. 
A large flag was then put At Kinney’s gate. 

Tuesday night May jo .—The Pierpont Constitution of Virginia, 
ftamed at Alexandria during the war by sixteen men. and never voted 
for by anybody else, is to be imposed upon us by Federal bayonets. It 
wipes out slaver}* now and forever, etc,, etc. 

May jr. — Mast of the county committee, No* i. have returned 
from Richmond. Pierpont insists upon his Constitution with its pro¬ 
vision restricting the right of suffrage to those who can, or will, take 
what is called “the iron-clod oath/* But it sterns that the Legisla¬ 
ture may remove the restriction. 

Thursday night. June /.—General Duval's flags are spreading 
themselves, Another string of them is stretched across Augusta street 
near Main. The General says the flags were not put tip by his order, 
but being up they n be rt • - 1 

Friday night. June 2. —The “ lust agony “ from Washington ap¬ 
peared this Morning — President Johnson's proclamation of pardon to 
rebels on certain conditions. There are so many proclamations and 
oaths of one son and another that it is hard to keep the run of them* 
All military officers above the rank of lieutenant, all civil officers of 
the “ pretended,” or “so-called,” Confederate States, and all persons 
worth more than $20,000 arc excluded from the benefits of the oath 
last prescril>ed by the President. Persons belonging to these classes 
must file ]>etitioiis to his excellency for pardon, and he promises to be 
liberal. Why persons worth over $20,000 are specially guilty is hard 
to see. Many a flagrant “rebel” is not worth a dollar in ready 
money. 

1 .June 4. —There is a good deal of talk about emigrating to Brazil. 
But it is not worth while. No doubt the first man met on landing 
would be a Connecticut vendor of wooden nutmegs. 

June5,— A man in a sulky, while passing under the flags on Sat¬ 
urday. cut at them with his whip, for which grave offence he was put 
into the guard-house and kept there until to-day. 

June 6 .—The flag farce has reached the nc plus ultra of absurdity. 
Yesterday two soldiers went to O. C. Morris* and demanded a flag 
they said he had. He stated that he knew of no flag on his premises, 
and the men rushing by him found n negro child having a little red 
rag tied to a switch, which it hud been playing with at the kitchen 
window. Full of patriotic ardor, the soldiers seized the rag, and tearing 
it in pieces warned Morris that his whole family would l>e put under 
arrest if the offence were repeated. 

I Monday night , June /*?.—Two regiments of infantry, under a 
Colonel Stewart, arrived to day, from Winchester, to relieve Duval s 
command. 
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Tundmy might. Jmmt ij .—The two infantry regiment* of Duval's 
command marched out this afternoon, on their return to Winchester, 
followed by an immense train of negroes. The other infantry regi¬ 
ment was sent to Harrisonburg several weeks ago. The officer* of the 
Ohio regiment, which left to day, are apparently gentlemen, and we 
are sorry they did not remain, as we are still to have Federal troops 
here. Colonel Duval (no relation of the General) and Lieutenant* 
Colonel Wilson have always conducted them selves as sen si Vile and 
liberal men, ami have freely expressed their disapproval of the Gen- 
eral’H fooleries. The General's coach was a luxurious vehicle, drawn 
Lv four elegant gray horses. It is said the cavalry have gone also. 

Jmmt //.—United Slates treasury notes, called *• greenbacks.'* and 
national bank notes constitute our paper currency. Very little 
current, however. 

Tmeuimy might, fume 20 .—The poor negroes llock to town as if 
they coutd not be free in the country. One small tenement, in which 
an old couple lately lived, is now* occupied by thirty. 

June jt .—A report that four hundred Yankee negro troops, in 
Texas, demanded the surrender of some Confederates, and were at¬ 
tacked and nil but sixty killed. As we axe now a part of the United 
States, the way of telling this news on the street is: “The Rebels 
have whipped our people again.'* 

Monday might, Jmmt 26 .—A military order is posted in the streets 
today, requiring " Rebel” soldiers to take off all insignia of rank, 
brass buttons, etc. The days of “the ’45,” when the Highland 
plaid was proscribed, have come back again. • * The •• so-called “ 

Legislature of Virginia,—the Senate composed of four tnen, including 
the Lieutenant-Governor,—has met at Richmond, and panned an act 
allowing persons to vote without tuking M the iron-dad oath,'* There 
can be no courts till October. 

Jmme jo .—Many stores in Staunton. Goods said to be very f 
cheap,—that is, it seems so because we have not forgotten Confederate 1 
prices*. 

Jmtjt *.—Federal soldiers have been enforcing the order for Con- I 
federate* to strip off military* clothing. Some of them have stood at 
street corner* with shears to cut off brass button*, etc. Every negro, j 
even, wearing an old Confederate coat or jacket has lost his button*, j 
Most of our poor fellow* have nothing to wear except their ohl ( 
uniform*. * 

Wtdnnday, July 5.—The negroes gave the Yankee officers a din- \ 
ner yesterday at their barracks. The town was full of negroes of both l 
sexes, who celebrated the Fourth by walking about. A number of I 
drunken soldiers were also on the streets. At night there was quite a i 
mob of them in town. 

Wednesday night, July rp .—The first election for county officers 
under the new order of things was held yesterday. The vote was 
quite full, contrary to expectation. Most of the late incumbents of 
the various office* were rc-clected, but the present A thYtney-General 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


RECONSTRUCTION—! 865-’ 71. 


At the dost? of 1865, rmt people flattered themselves that they 
would Ik* left to attend to their own affairs, under the Constitution of 
the United States, without further molestation. They had in good 
faith '•accepted the situation," and had 00 thought of future resistance 
to Federal authority, Wc shall sec how far they were disappointed. 

Congress aud the Legislature met in December, ou the same day. 
Mr. Stuart could not take the prescribed oath, and he and all Southern 
men were excluded from the halls of Congress. This was a strange 
spectacle. The war was waged for four years to compel the Southern 
people to return to the Union, and now their representatives, although 
prepared to swear allegiance, were denied all participation in the gov¬ 
ernment. For four years more Virginia had uo represen tat ive in Con- 
greaa. 

The Legislature, however, proceeded comparatively untrammeled, 
John B. Baidu in, of Augusta, was elected speaker of the House of 
Delegates, and his influence was commanding and moat salutary. 
There was little in the proceedings of the Legislature during either 
session—the winters of 1865-'6 and t866- # 7—which has n place in 
these Annals. Some of the business was of general Importance, und 
much of it was merely routine. Federal politics were avoided as far as 
possible. Many acts of incorporation were passed, and amongst them 
one for chartrrtug the Valley Railroad Company. 

Under the Alexandria Constitution, **so called," judges of the 
higher courts were nominated by the Governor, and ratified or rejec¬ 
ted by the Legislature. The Court of Appeals consisted of three 
judges, and the counties were arranged in circuits, as previously. In 
February, 1856, Judge Lucas P. Thompson, of the Augusta Circuit 
Court, was nominated by the Governor and confirmed by the Legisla¬ 
ture as one of the Judges of the Court of Appeals. His health, how¬ 
ever, was then declining, and he died in the following April, without 
having token his scat on the bench of the highest court. In like man¬ 
ner, Hugh W. Shcffcy, of Staunton, became the Judge of the Circuit 
court of Augusta and other counties. 
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Mutteriugsof the coming trouble were heard early iu 1866. The 
few '* original Union men M in the State were dissatisfied with the 
restoration of Rebels" to place and power; and a few of them, 
under the lead of John C. Underwood, held a meeting in Alexandria, 
in February, and adopted a memorial asking CongTess to set aside the 
State government and organize a territorial government for Virginia. 
The proposition was generally regarded as preposterous ; but Under¬ 
wood and his faction having the sympathy of the dominant party in 
Congress, in order, if possible, to forestall hostile action, the people of 
Augusta, in a public meeting, on February court day, reaffirmed the 
resolutions adopted by them May 8, 1865. 

On the 4th of April, 1866, a convention was held in Staunton, in 
behalf of the Valley Railroad enterprise, eight counties being repre¬ 
sented. The company was organized under the charter grnnted by 
the Legislature, and a president and directors were elected.* 

A proclamation of the Secretary of State of the United Stales at 
Washington, dated December 18, 1865, set forth that the Thirteenth 
'Amendment to the Constitution, which prohibited slavery in the 
United States, had become valid, having been ratified by thirty three 
States, exclusive of Virginia. To this amendment there was no opfK>- 
sitton in this section oTcounlry, our people generally having no desire 
to perpetuate the institution of slavery. But the Thirteenth Amend¬ 
ment was no sooner adopted than the Fourteenth was proposed. This 
amendment, among other things, disfranchised every person, who, 
having previously, as a public officer, taken an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States, had engaged in rebellion, unless re- 
liex’ed of such disability by a vote of two-thirds of each house of Con¬ 
gress. It also prohibited the payment by any State of any debt 
incurred iu aid of rebellion. The agitation of this matter led to 
another meeting of the people of Augusta, at their June court, 1866, 
at which J. M. McCue presided. Resolutions were adopted protesting 
against amendments to the Constitution proposed by " the body of 
men now assembled at Washington, and which claims to be the 
Congress of the United States. M They further expressed opposition 
to the amendment, but declared that no proposition of the sort could 
be considered by the people till all the States were represented in 
Congress. 

While our people were kept iu a state of unrest ami discomfort by 
the measures proposed by politicians at Washington, nothing of 
special interest occurred in the county during the remainder of 1866. 

• The road wjw completed to Staunton in March, 1874, and to Lexington in 
November, lBtfii. 
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On the 4th of January, 1867, a bill to establish and incorporate 
the " Augusta County Fair” was introduced in the House of Dele¬ 
gates by John It Baldwin, This bill was duly passed, and, as 
required by it, the County Court appointed directors of the Fair at 
the June term, 1867. 

Until the early port of 1867, it was expected that a Governor 
would be elected during; that year to take office January I, t868. Mr, 
Stuart and Colonel Baldwin were the only citizens prominently named 
in connection with the office ; and if the election had hern held, it is 
almost certain that one or the other of them would have been chosen 
to preside over the State. 

The Legislature was called upon to consider the proposed amend¬ 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, and on the 9th of 
January, 1867, the Senate unanimously, and the House of Delegates 
with only one dissenting vote, declined to ratify it. 

The party controlling Congress had, however, been at work 
devising measures to constrain the Southern States to ratify the Four¬ 
teenth Amendment, and on the aotb of February the " Shdlebargcr 
Bill" was passed. This bill provided, that whenever the people of 
any one of the 41 Rebel States ” should adopt a Constitution framed by 
a convention of delegates elected by 44 the male citizens of said State, 
twenty-one years old and upwards, of whatever race, color, or 
previous condition,” etc., etc., 44 except such as may be disfranchised 
for participation in rebellion, 44 etc,, etc., ami when, by a vote of the 
Legislature of said State, the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitu¬ 
tion should be adopted, then senators and representatives therefrom 
should Ik* admitted into Congress, etc. This act was vetoed by 
President Johnson, but became a law by a two-thirds vote of Cimgress. 
Another act was passed over the President's veto, March 22ml, which 
provided for the registration of voters and the call of State conventions 
contemplated by the Sheliebarger Bill. These measures caused a feel¬ 
ing of deep depression in the State, as they indicated, it was believed, 
an intention to place the Commonwealth in the hands of the freed 
negToes, to the exclusion of nearly all other people. 

General Schofield, of the Federal army, commanded the troops in 
Virginia, or 44 Military district No. i, 44 as it was called. He issued an 
order, April 2, suspending all elections by the people until the regis¬ 
tration of voters required by act of Congress should be completed. In 
the meantime, vacancies in office were to be filled by military appoint¬ 
ment of iKTrsous deemed *'loyal," or who would take the prescribed 
oath, commonly known os 4 'the iron-clad oath. 4 ’ Registration officers 
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iii the various counties were appointed by General Schofield from the 
same class. 

The Legislature adjourned finally on the 29th of April. 

Confederate Memorial Day was observ ed in Staunton by the peo¬ 
ple of Augusta for the first time on the 10th of May, the fourth anni¬ 
versary of the death of General Thomas J Jackson. Colonel Charles 
T. O’ Fermi 1 delivered an address in the Methodist church, and a pro¬ 
cession of people, nearly a mile in length, moved from the town to 
Thom rose Cemetery, where there were appropriate ceremonies. 

The registration of voters, under the act of Comp-ess. was begun 
June 22, and completed July 20. The number of voters registered in 
the county was 4,690, of whom 3,484 were white people, and 1,206 
colored. This system of registration, and the secret ballot coupled 
with it, were innovations on the ancient custom in Virginia. We hod 
now seen the last of Lhe old, und, as many still think, better plan of 
voters proclaiming their choice at the polls, 

Kverything in relation to the proposed convention was arranged 
and ordered by the Federal officer in command of "Military District 
No. 1." General Schofield directed that Augusta county should have 
two delegates, and the district of Augusta, Albemarle, and Louisa, 
one, utid that the election should take place October 22. The voters 
had the privilege of voting for or against the Convention, us well as 
lor delegates to serve in case the majority in the State was in favor of 
a convention. 

Nearly all the white people in the State were arrayed in opposi¬ 
tion to the measures of the extreme "Republicans/' who controlled 
l>oth branches of the United States Congress. The former styled 
themselves " Conservatives," and called the other party "Radicals.” 
A public meeting of the Conservatives of Augusta was held in the 
court-house on Saturday, October 12, to nominate candidates fur the 
Convention, the assembling of which, however, they intended to vote 
against. The nominees were Joseph A. Waddell and Powell Harrison 
to jepresent Augusta comity, and James C, Southall to represent the 
district, and these gentlemen were elected on the 2 2d by large majori¬ 
ties over their Radical opponents. The vote stood in the county, for 
convention, 1.237. including 1,024 negroes and 233 whites; agaiust 
convention, 1,655, including 1,646 whites and 9 negroes. The total 
number of votes cast in the county was 2,912. Thus, of the register¬ 
ed voters, 1,788,—nearly all white people,—did not exercise the right 
of suffrage on this occasion. Very many of the people were discouraged 
ftiul indisposed to wage what they felt was a useless contest with the 
Congress of the United Slates, supported by the military power of the 
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government. Soil was in the State generally. The vast majority of 
the white people who went to the polls voted against the convention, 
bat very tuatiy did uot vote at all. while the negroes generally attend¬ 
ed and voting for the convention, the majority in favor of it was 


45 * 455 * 

At November court a public meeting was held in the court house 
to appoint delegates to a State Conservative Convention. This body 
convened in Richmond ou the j itli of December, mid was presided over 
by Mr. Stuart, of Augusta. Among its members were many of the 
ablest and best known citizens of the State, all or nearly all of whom, 
however, were disfranchised by net of Congress. Its proceedings, 
though important, constitute no part of the Annals of Augusta 
County. 

The Constitutional Convention, in session at the same time, was 
in striking contrast to the body just mentioned. It met on Tuesday, 
December t, 1867, in the flail of the House of Delegates nt Rich- 
month The ruling spirit of the body was John C. Underwood, the 
President of the Convention, and also Judge of the United States Dis¬ 
trict Court. It is therefore known in history as the " Uudcrwood 
Convention." Prora a Richmond letter,* dated January 16, rS68, 


published in the Staunton Sfirctator, we take the following account of 
the convention: 

Of the member* in attendance, (104), twenty-five are colored men, 
varying in complexion from the bright mulatto to the blackest African. 
Among thii.se classed as colored men, is one who ir. said to be an InJ 
dian of almost pure blood. This is "Mr. Morgan," of Petersburg," 
whose person is quite imposing, nnd whose deportment so far has been 
eminently respectable. Indeed, 1 must, in justice, say that most of 
this class conduct themselves in a manner which show* they were well 
brought up—that is, they are polite and unobtrusive. Of course they 
arc uneducated and ignorant, and the idea of their undertaking to 
frame a State Constitution would lie too ridiculous to be credited, if 
the spectacle were not presented to us daily in the capitol of Virginia. 
Bnt some five or six of the negroes aspire to slat t*s man ship and oratory, 
and discuss the most difficult questions with all the sell complacency 
that Daniel Webster could exhibit. White men unaccustomed to 
speak in public usually betray some embarrassment in addressing an 
audieucc—not so with these negroes. The most practiced speakers arc 
not more composed and self-satisfied than they. The official reporter 
in giving nn tit telly false version of the debates, a* far, at least, as the 
negro orator* are concerned. A Speech delivered by one of them se\ r * 
crnl weeks ago was entirely without meaning, a mere string of words 
having no connection or sense, but the stenographer has put forth in 
its place quite au elegant effusion. 



• Written by the author of the Annals. 
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The white Radicals are a motley crew. Some of them have ap¬ 
parently little more intelligence than the negroes, and have doubtless 
come from the lowest ranks of the people. The leaders, with three or 
four exceptions, are Northern men who came to this State with the 
Federal army in the capacity of petty officers, chaplains, commissaries, 
clerks, sutlers, etc. Others were probably employees of the Krecd- 
men's Bureau, and when that institution dispensed with their services 
were left here stranded like frogs in a dried-up mill-pond. Having no 
other resource they plunged into politics. They are now jubilant in 
the receipt of eight dollars a day from the treasury of the State, and 
happy in anticipation of the fat offices they are to get by means of the 
same voters who sent them to the Convention. In regard to the latter 
particular, however, they may be disappointed. The negroes have 
their eyes on the same places for themselves, and will probably claim 
them. " Dr. Bayne** would not hesitate to take a seat on the bench 
of the Court of Appeals. 

The Conservative meml>crs of the Convention number about 
thirty-four. They are generally men of intelligence, but only a few* of 
them have any experience or skill in legislative business. The opinion 
is often expressed here that there is too much speaking on their side of 
the house. The impulsiveness and imprudence of some of these gen¬ 
tlemen, it is thought, injure the cause they seek to maintain. 

The president of the Convention is. apparently, a gentleman of 
gTeat amiability. When I observed the other day the suavity of his 
deportment in the chair, and thought of the shocking harangues he 
was lately wont to deliver to his grand juries. I was reminded of 
Byron's description of one of his heroes,—“ as mild-mannered man as 
ever scuttled ship,” etc. 

A Conservative looker-on Is filled with indignation, disgust, and 
amusement all at one moment. I have seen several gentlemen from 
the North who ha% T e visited the Convention, and they seemed aghnst 
at the spectacle. 

The Radical members of the Convention were of course elected 
by the votes of negroes, the whites yielding to apathy in many 
counties where it might have been otherwise. Some of the Northern 
leaders were men of good talent, but all were, more or less, possessed 
by a spirit of vindictive hostility to everything distinctively Virginian, 
and sought to frame all the institutions of the State according to the 
New England pattern. 

A pen-and-ink sketch of the Convention on the 29th of January, 
drawn from life on the spot, by the writer of the letter just quoted, 
may be tolerated here. 

Since the date of my last letter, the farce of " High Life Below 
Stairs'’ has been performed daily in the cnpitol before an admiring 
crowd of idle blacks who fill the galleries of the hall. At twelve 
o'clock precisely, the president, having already since sunrise under¬ 
gone the labors of Hercules iu his courtroom, takes the chair, and in 
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burden on lan<L So do all the colored members, and some of the 
whites, avowedly expecting by this means to force the owners to sell 
or give away a part of their lands. If 1 understood Dr. Bayne, how¬ 
ever, taxing the lands heavily will cause pigs to grow much faster and 
larger. 

Another member,—and a white man this time,—advocates a cap¬ 
itation tax, but is entirely opposed to a poll-tax ! A mischievous Con¬ 
servative politely asks the speaker to explain the difference, and we 
arc told that "a capitation tax is on the head/* and "a poll lax is for 
roads,—that's the way I understand it, sar !" These ore our Consti¬ 
tution makers 1 

1 have a suspicion that some of the white Radicals are getting sick 
of their black allies The white leaders expccted the blades to Ik? a 
very tractable set of voters, so excessively in love with “the old flag/* 
and so thoroughly “loyal/' as to give nil the good fat places to the 
pale-faces. But genius will assert itself,—the star of Airica is in the 
ascendant, and the light of its civilisation is dawning upon us. The 
new era, beginning with ‘'equality licforc the law," has now reached 
the stage of “ manhood suffrage,** and the consummation of no dis¬ 
tinction mmjw&crt *'on account of race or color ' is hastening on. No, 
not exactly that,—there is to be distinction, for the blacks seem to 
claim the honors and emolument* without bearing the burdens of gov¬ 
ernment. The black speakers scold and hector their white associates, 
whom they suspect of an indisposition to toe the mark. Some of the 
latter cower and cajole, and do everything possible to conciliate. Others 
of the whites, however, are evidently restive. They have caught a 
Tartar. 

Governor Pierpant's terra of office expired January t, i868, and 
no successor had been elected. In point of fact, a governor was entire¬ 
ly unnecessary, as all the functions of the office were exercised by the 
Federal military commander. General Schofield, to keep up appear¬ 
ances however, issued an order, April 4th, appointing Henry H. 
Wells Governor of the State, and requiring that he be “obeyed and re¬ 
spected accordingly." Wells wia a Northern mat), who settled in 
Alexandria at the close of the war. 

Tltc I’nderwood Convention adjourned April 15, having com¬ 
pleted its work. It must be admitted that the Constitution proposed 
[was, in most respects, better than could have been anticipated. But it 
prohibited from voting all penons who, having held auy civil or mili¬ 
tary office, afterwards participated in “rebellion/* ond imposed the 
" iron-clad oath’* upon all persons appointed or elected to public office, 
thereby disfranchising nearly all the white people in the State. 

C rl .1 fim. rn <14 •l-’AtinM <Inv fr»T 
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whites, avowedly expecting by this means to force the owners to sell 
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Another member,—and a white man this time,—advocates a cap¬ 
itation tax, but is entirely opposed to a poll-tax ! A mischievous Con¬ 
servative politely asks the speaker to explain the difference, and we 
arc told that “a capitation tax is on the head,” and “a poll-tax is for 
roads,—that’s the way I understand it, sar ! ” These are our Consti¬ 
tution makers! 

I have a suspicion that some of the white Radicals are getting sick 
of their black allies. The white leaders expected the blacks to be n 
very tractable set of voters, so excessively in love with “the old flag/’ 
and so thoroughly “loyal.** as to give all the good fat places to the 
pale-faces. But genius will assert itself,—the star of Africa is in the 
ascendant, and the light of its civilization is dawning upon us. The 
new era, beginning with “equality before the law,’’ has now reached 
the stage of " manhood suffrage,’* and the consummation of no dis¬ 
tinction anytvkcr* “on account of race or color” is hastening on. No, 
not exactly that,—there is to be distinction, for the blacks seem to 
claim the honors and emoluments without bearing the burdens of gov¬ 
ernment. The black speakers scold and hector their white associates, 
whom they suspect of an indisposition to toe the mark. Some of the 
latter cower and cajole, and do everything possible to conciliate. Others 
of the whites, however, are evidently restive. They have caught a 
Tartar. 

Governor Pierpont’s term of office expired January i, 1868, and 
no successor had been elected. In point of fact, a governor was entire¬ 
ly unnecessary, as all the functions of the olhee were exercised by the 
Federal military commander. General Schofield, to keep up appear¬ 
ances. however, issued an order, April 4th, appointing Heury H. 
Wells Governor of the State, and requiring that he be “ obeyed and re¬ 
spected accordingly.” Wells w’as a Northern man, who settled in 
Alexandria at the close of the war. 

Tlic Underwood Convention adjourned April 15, having com¬ 
pleted its work. It must lie admitted that the Constitution proposed 
ijiras, in most respects, better than could have been anticipated. But it 
* prohibited from voting all persons who, having held any civil or mili¬ 
tary office, afterwards participated in “rebellion,” and imposed the 
“ iron-clad oath” upon all persons appointed or elected to public office, 
thereby disfranchising nearly all the white people in the State. 

The Convention designated Jtme 2 as election day for ratification 
or rejection of the Constitution. General Schofield, however, issued 
an order, April 24, postponing the election indefinitely, alleging want 
of funds to meet the expenses. 
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The possibility of having such a Constitution, with all its re¬ 
strictive clauses, imposed upon the State, aroused the white people 
from their lethargy. The general feeling was expressed by the Ckar~ 
lotUrsilU Adi'ocate in a few words. Speaking of the Constitution it 
said: •• The thing is coal-black. It is an ebony Constitution, with 
au iron-clad oath. It is not Jamaica, but Hayti, and Hayti with the 
felon's ethics as the fundamental law." The PeUriburg Index said: 
•• We do not intend to mollify Radical wrath, or propitiate Republican 
patronage by a base surrender or compromise of the cause of Virginia. 
We will cling to Her in her fallen fortunes with the love of love. We 
will turn upon her enemies with the hate of hate. We are not care¬ 
ful in this matter. There are crises in human affairs when whosoever 
would save his life shall lose it." 

The policy* of the Conservatives was to vote down the Constitu¬ 
tion. if possible. But as a governor and other State officers were to 
lie elected whenever the Constitution should be submitted to the vote 
of the people, and as the instrument might 1 m? foisted upon the State, 
it was important to have acceptable candidates in the field for the 
offices referred to. A State Conservative Convention was therefore 
called. It met in Richmond, May 7th, and was largely composed of 
the best men in the Commonwealth. John il. Baldwin, of Augusta, 
presided, and would have been nominated for Governor if he had not 
positively refused the position. ITuder the terms of the new Consti¬ 
tution he was ineligible to any office. Robert E. Withers was nomi¬ 
nated for Governor, James A. Walker (a native of Augusta, living in 
Pulaski county), for Lieutenant-Governor, and John L. Marye. for 
Attorney-General. Canvassers were appointed in the various coun¬ 
ties, who were expected to arouse the people to defeat the adoption of 
the Constitution, but at the same time to vote for the candidates 
presented by the Conservative Convention. 

In June. General Stone man succeeded General Schofield as com¬ 
mander of M Military District No. 1,” and was therefore practically 
governor of Virginia. 

The question of a county subscription of $300,000 to the stock of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad company was submitted to the 
voters of Augusta on the 27th of August. Not more than half the 
registered voters went to the polls. It required a majority of three- 
fifths of the votes cast to carry* the proposition, and it was defeated.— 
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yeas, 1,105; nava. 1.077. 

The first Augusta County Fair was opened on Tuesday, October 
17th, and continued on Wednesday and Thursday, The dedication 
address was deli vet ed by Mr. Stuart. In the midst of the genera! 
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depression, on account of our political affairs and prospects, the Fair 
, was enjoyed as an agreeable and seasonable pastime and relief. The 
i Fair ground was then along Lewis’ creek, a mile cast of Stauntou. 

On the 3rd of November, the presidential election took place in 
> f the Northern States. The people of Virginia were not permitted to 
vote. 

In December, 1868, what was afterwards designated as “The 
New Movement” was started by Mr. Alexander H. H. Stuart, with 
other citizens of Stauutoii co-operating. Mr. Stuart and his associates 
wrote to many prominent men in various parts of the St3te, inviting a 
conference in Richmond, on Thursday, Dirccmbcr 31st, in regard to 
the state of public affairs. About forty gentlemen met at the time 
and place appointed. At that time it was understood that Congress, 
in order to compel the adoption of the Fourteenth Amendment and 
the Underwood Constitution, would soon pass an act vacating every 
office in the State, leaving them to be filled by the classes known as 
" carpet-baggers “ and M scalawags." The former were people of 
Northern birth, who had recently come into the State to obtain what 
spoils they could, bringing all their worldly estate in hand-satchels. 
The latter were native white people who claimed to have always been 
Union men, but were believed by others to have prostituted themselves 
for the sake of office. 

The conference in Richmond, without presuming to represent the 
people of Virginia or the Conservative party, proposed to consent to 
universal suffrage as the means of getting rid of the disfranchisement 
clauses of the Coustitution. They regarded negro suffrage as inevita¬ 
ble. A committee was appointed to go to Washington and negotiate 
with Congress a compromise on the basis of "universal suffrage and 
universal amnesty.” The committee consisted of Messrs. Stuart and 
Baldwin, of Augusta; John L. Marye, Wyndlmm Robertson, William 
T. Sutherland. William L. Owen. James F. Johnson, James Neesoti, 
and J. F. Slaughter, and soon became famous as the "Committee of 

Nine . 0 

The press of the State, with few exceptions, opposed the move¬ 
ment, and the members of the committee were for a time covered with 
opprobrium, as surrendering the whole field. They repaired to Wash¬ 
ington early in January, 1869, and their movements, conferences with 
leading politicians, etc., were eagerly and widely reported by the 
newspaper press. On the iStli they submitted to the Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee of the Senate, a letter stating the modifications of the Consti¬ 
tution proposed by them,—to strike out certain clauses and modify 
others. Congress was, therefore, expected virtually to frame a 
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Con*titution for the State, which to some extent it undertook to do. 
The •• Committee of Niue** merely dealt with circumstances as they 
existed 


Joint resolutions were passed by Congress, January *3, declaring 
that all person* holding civil offices uuder the “ Provisional Govern¬ 
ments " of Virginia and Texas, who could not take the oath pre¬ 
scribed by act of July 22, 1866, should be removed, and their places 
filled by District Commanders by the appointment of persons who 
could take the oath. Hardly any other qualification for office was re¬ 
quired except that the appointee was willing to swear he had not en¬ 
gaged in rebellion aguinst the United States. 

During the month of February, the M New Movement " was the 
absorbing topic throughout the State. The Committee of Nine were 
assailed by argument and ridicule, but they persevered in their course, 
and public opinion began to change in regard to the propriety of their 
movement. It was a common remark at the time, uttered or written 
H>me« hat ironically, " The Committee of Nine has done a great deal of 
good.” President Johnson, whose term expired March 4. was at open 
war with the majority in Congress, and it was well understood that 
they would favor whatever he opposed. It was therefore suggested 
that tbr committee induce him to promise in advance to veto a bill 
embracing their scheme, as a means of securing its passage. Senator 
Rout well was represented a-* enquiring, whether, if all disabilities were 
removed, the people of Virginia would sustain or oppose the Republi¬ 
can pmty; and the Committee was represented as replying, they 
0 could do a great deal of good." 

The Justices of the peace elected by the people of Augusta, were 
removed from office, in February, and others appointed by General 
Stonenuiu, At February court a new sheriff, abo appointed by Stone- 
man, qualified and assumed the duties of the office. 


A State Convention of the Radical party was held in Petersburg, 
March to, which nominated Henry H. Wells for Governor, J. D. Har¬ 
ris. (a negro), for Lieutenant Governor, and Thomas R. Bowden for 
Attorney-General. A portion of the members seceded, headed by 
Franklin Stearns, desiring, as they said, to “rescue the Republican 
party of Virginia from the management and control of designing and 
M-lfish politicians." They organized and nominated a State ticket,— 
Gilbert C, Walker for Governor. John F. Lewis for Lieutenant-Gover¬ 
nor, and James C. Taylor for Attorney-General. This was popularly 
designated 44 the Newest Movement.” This party called themselves 
44 Liberal Republicans.” 
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In March, the judge of the Circuit Court of Augusta, and the 
clerks of aJl the courts sitting in Staunton, were removed, and the 
offices filled by military appointments. David Fultz was appointed judge 
in place of Hugh W. ShefFey. Mr. Fultz was one of the few citizens 
of the county who never gave in their adhesion to the Confederate 
government, aud who. therefore, could take the prescribed oaths with¬ 
out forfeiting entirely the respect of the people, Samuel A. East was 
appointed clerk of the County Court in place of William A. Burnett, 
but declined to qualify, and the office was conferred upon Satmicl 
Cline, a worthy member of the Dunknxd church, who could take the 
oath honestly if any resident here during the war could. Robert D. 
Sears was appointed clerk of the Circuit Court in place of Joseph N. 
Ryan, and the Rev. Samuel J. Baird, clerk of the Hustings Court of 
Staunton, in place of James F. Patterson. Messrs. Baird and Sears 
resided at the North during the war. and were therefore out of the 
way of giving aid and comfort to the “ rebellion. “ These appoint¬ 
ments of clerks were merely nominal, however, the former incumbents, 
under the name of deputies, continuing to discharge the duties and 
receive the profits of the offices. John R. Popham, a resident of 
Bath county, was appointed CommnnwaUh’s Attorney for Augusta, 
there being no resident lawyer qualified according to the existing 
requirement All the commissioners in chancery were removed, a 
military appointee undertaking to perform their various functions. 
Thus all the old officers were deposed, and new men, many of them 
strangers, installed in their places. 

The farce of having a governor, “so-called," played out on the 
27th of March, when n military order was issued, announcing that 

Hems H. Wells, “ Provisional Governor/' was removed, and that all 
the powers of the chief executive were assumed by General Stoneman. 

General Grant was inaugurated President of tbe United States 
March 4, 1869. Before, and after bis inauguration, he gave his coun¬ 
tenance to the “Committee of Nine" and the “New Movement." 
On the 9th of April. Congress passed an act authorizing the president 
to submit tbe “Underwood Constitution ,f to the qualified voters nf 
the State, and to submit to a separate vote such clauses thereof as he 
might deem proper. The president was authorized to fix the day of 
election, at which time also State officers aud members of Congress 
and the Legislature should be elected. The “Committee of Nine.’* 
therefore, finally obtained all. or nearly all, they sought. 

The State Executive Committee and County Superintendents of 
the Conservative party met in Richmond. April 28. and withdrew 
Messrs. Withers, Walker and Maryc from the field, with their couseut. 
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u«i, mi un urn m juiy, me new vuiwiimhuh • ••* t, * ^ # 

of the people, the clause* specially submitted being, I ^ f^V*fr** 
11iiit. Gilbert C Walker was elected Governor, and 1 r. 


) 


They nominated no other candidates, and it was understood that the 
Walker ticket would be supported by the party. 

President Grant, on May 18, issued a proclamation appointing 
July 6 as election day in Virginia, and requiring a separate vote to be 
taken on several clauses of the Constitution. 

During the mouth of May. General Cattby became military govern¬ 
or in place of General Stoueman. 

Before the election a new registration of voters was made. The 
number registered in Augusta county was 5,788—4,426 white, and 
1,362 colored. 

At the f lection, 00 the 6th of July, the new istitutfoo was rat¬ 
ified by the vote 
how e v e r , stricken 

the Conservatives and Kilicnilj^curcd a large majority in both branch¬ 
es of the Legislature Joseph A. Waddell was elected to represent the 
district of Augusta and Highland counties in the Senate, and the dele¬ 
gate* elected in Augusta were Henderson M Bell. Marshall Hanger,* 
am! Alexander li. Cochran. William Milne*, of Page county, was 
elected to represent the district of Angusta. Page, etc., in the lower 
house of Cmigrcs*. 

In pursuance of a proclamation issued by General Canby, the 
Legislature met on the 5th of October. Both Houses were speedily 
organised, and the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States were formally ratified. After the 
election of United States Senators, the legislature adjourned to await 
the further pleasure of Congress. 

The stockholder* of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Company 
met in Richmond in November, 1869, and ratified a contract previous ly 
lr entered into by the directors with Huntington and others, by whiclTT/s 
the completion of the read to the Ohio river w as secured. 

Tlte preceding* of the Legislature being so far satisfactory, a bill 
to admit Virginia into the Union was passed by Congress Jauuury 24. 

1870. The theory of ‘•Union men'* bad been previously that the 
act of accession had not taken the State out of the Union. This 
theory could not be ignored consistently, and therefore the bill 
referred to was styled “An act to admit the State of Virginia to 
representation in the Congress of the United States." The people, 
however, did not care to criticise phraseology. They congratulated 
themselves upon the prospect of peace and quietness nt last, although 

• Augiuln It** furnished more speakers of the Hour* of Delegate* than prob¬ 
ably any cither county. Hugh W Shcflfey •rrvrd in that rapacity during the 
war. John H. Baldwin in 1803, to 1807, and Marshall Hanger from 1871 to 1877. 
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they felt irritated at the ungracious conduct towards them of the party 
in power. The course of this party was entirely illogical, to say the 
least of it. If the State was out of the Union in October, 1869, how 
could its Legislature ratify the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amend* 
meats ? If it was in the Union, what right had Congress to meddle 
with its affairs t 

The Legislature met again on the 8th of February, and proceeded 
to organize the State government under the new Constitution. Joseph 
A. Waddell was elected president pro trm. of the Senate. Judges and 
other public officers were elected ns speedily as possible. William 
McLaughlin was elected judge of the Circuit Court oi Rockbridge, 
Augusta, etc. ; John N. Hetidren judge of the Comity Court of 
Augusta, and Alexander B. Cochran judge of the Hustings Court of 
Staunton. The last named declining the office mentioned, J. W. 
Green Smith was finally elected in his place. In accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution and an act of the Legislature, the town 
of Staunton was erected into a city. 

The Shenandoah Valley Railroad Company was organized in 
March, 1870** 

The last County Court of Augusta county, held by justices of the 
peace, sat April i, 1870, and the last orders of the court were uttesied 
by William J. Nelson, president pro trm. At the next term the bench 
was occupied by Judge John N. Hendrcn. 

On the 27th of April, the great disaster at the Capitol in Rich¬ 
mond occurred, by which sixty-two persons were killed and many 
others wounded. Among the wounded was Henderson M. Bell, one 
of the delegates from Augusta. 

The first election in Virginia of supervisors took place on the 
fourth Thursday in May, and in Augusta the following person> were 
elected: John Paris, Joseph D. Craig, John G. Fulton, Thomas W. 
Shelton, William T. Rush and Henry B. Sieg. 

'flic people of the county voted, August 6th, upon a proposition 
to subscribe $300,000 to the stock of the Valley Railroad Company, 
and it was defeated by a decisive majority. During the following year 
the vote was taken upon the proposed county subscription of $200,000 
to the Valley Railroad and $100,000 to the Shenandoah Valley 
Railroad, and it also was defeated. 

On the last three flays ot September heavy rains fell in a large 
portion of the State. The water courses were swollen beyond anything 
ever known before, and in the valleys of the James and Shenandoah 

* The road was completed to Waynesborotigh In Aprit, 1881, uurl the first 
train went through to Roanoke City in June, 1882. 
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the destruction of property was unprecedented. Many lives also were 

Jml 

County officers under the Constitution were elected in Augusta 
November 8th. via : James Bumgardner, Commonwealth's Attorney ; 
William L. Mowty, Sheriff; Samuel Paul, County Treasurer; Joseph 
N. Ryan. Clerk of the Circuit Court; William A. Burnett. Clerk of 
the County Court; and John D. Lilley, County Surveyor, At the 
;amc time, John T. Harris, of Rockingham, was elected to Cougress. 
And here, at the close of 1870, we close our Annals. 


John Brown Bai.dwtn was the oldest son of Judge Briscoe G. 
Baldwin, and was bom near Staunton, January it, 1820. HU mother 
was n daughter of Chancellor John Brown. He was educated at the 
Staunton Academy and the University of Virginia. In 1841 he was 
admitted to the bar, and the following year married tile oldest daugh- 
ter of John H. Peyton, Esq. As soon as he attained the prescribed 
age. he was elected by the people of Augusta a mcmhcT of the House 
of Delegates, and served one term in that body with Nathaniel Massie, 
Esq., as his colleague. Having a fondness for military affairs, he be¬ 
came Captain of the Staunton Light Infantry, and. finally, Colonel of 
theone hundred-and-sixtieth regiment of militia. At an early age he 
acquired distinction as a lawyer and as a political speaker. In 1859, 
his friends brought him forward as a candidate forjudge of the Court 
of Appeal*, the judges being elected by districts, but his competitor, 
Jndge William J, Robertson, obtained a majority of the votes cost. 
The steps in his subsequent career have been noted in the course of 
| our narrative. Being thoroughly identified with the people of Augus¬ 
ta and highly appreciated by them, his death, which occurred Septem¬ 
ber 30, 1873, caused universal lamentation iti the county. 


Staunton Banks. The first bonking institution in Staunton 
after the war, waa opened by Hugh W. Sheffcy and William Allan, 
known aa Allan A Co., brokers and bankers. The firm begau business 
y/ in July, 1865, and continued till the First National Batik was started 
in November of the same year. Hugh W. Shcffcv was the first Presi¬ 
dent of the latter, and William Allan. Cashier. The capital was 
5100.000. The National Valley Bank of Staunton was chartered in 
V November, 1865, but did not engage in business till January following. 
Of this bunk. John Echols was President, and Edwin M. Taylor, 
Cashier. Capital $too.ooa Alexander H. II. Stuart became Presi¬ 
dent of the First National Bank, and in July. 1866, M. Harvey Kffinger 
was made Cashier in place of William Allan, resigned. Edwin M. 
Taylor resigning ns Cashier of the Valley Bank, in February, 1868, 
was succeeded by William C. Eskridge. In 1875, the two batiks were 
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consolidated under (be name of the National Valley Bank of Staunton. 
John Echols, President, and M. Harvey Effinger, Cashier, succeeded 
by Thomas A. Bledsoe. Capital $200,000. The Augusta National 
Bank, of Staunton, was organized in 1875—Hugh W. Sheffey, Presi¬ 
dent, and N. P. Catlett, Cashier. Capital at first, $50,000. but soou 
increased to $100,000. 


APPENDICES. 

BltSSY BKI.I, AND MARY GRAY. 

During the time over which we have passed in the course of our 
Annals, one generation of men after another has flitted by ‘'like 
shadows o’er the plain . 99 4 4 The fathers, where are they?” Old 

houses, too, and nearly all the ancient works of man, have been 
rapidly disappearing. It is only here and there that a structure 
associated with the early times of the county remains. 

( But some objects in and around Staunton have remained the 
same year after year, substantially unchanged and unchangeable. 
These old hills, who docs not love them ? The pioneer settlers in 
Beverley’s Manor saw them as we see them now, and no " native to 
the manor l>orii ” can ever behold or think of them without feelings of 
almost filial affection. The dwellers in level countries cannot appre¬ 
ciate many parts of the book of Psalms. When they read of “ the 
mountains round about Jerusalem/' no chord iu their heart vibrates ; 
ntid those other words, 44 I will lift up my eyes unto the hills from 
whence couieth my help/' so pleasant to us, excite no emotion in 
them. 

Pre-eminent among our Staunton hills stand Bessy Bell and Mnry 
Gray. We prefer the original Scotch spelling and pronunciation of 
the former name. 44 Betsy/* as people call it now, is harsh and 
crabbed, but *' Bessy '* •' is soft ns is Apollo’s lute." 

As fur as we know there Is nothing remarkable iu the structure or 
products of the two hills. We presume the soil continues to produce 
annual crops of huckleberries and chineapins, us it did in days of yore. 
One of the former productions of that region, however, has long since 
disappeared. Seventy or eighty years ago the boys and girls who 
went there for berries and nuts returned with an ample supply of ticks 
the little insects now quite unknown in this part of the country 
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It must be confessed that Btssy Bell and Mary Gray cannot 
bout of the cedar* of Lebanon, the dew of Hermon, or " the excel- 
lency of Carmel.*' Bven the prospect from the higher peak does not 
fully compensate for the toil of climbing the rugged ascent. Bessy 
Hell is no Pisgah ; bat of her it may be said emphatically, 

'Tls distance lend* enchantment to the view, 

And ioJ.fr* the raoantjun in its azure hue. 

People living in Staunton, northwest of Bessy Bell, never nee how 
beautiful she appears at Nunri.se : but all of them who love the 
picturesque must have observed ond feasted upon the entrancing 
beauty sometime* presented after a shower of rain, by the rays of the 
setting sun lingering of a summer s evening upon her leafy summit. 
And then, when the clouds gather around her head, and '* Bessy Bell 
puts her nightcap on," we see her in another phase scarcely less 
attractive. Ben Nevis and Snowden are doubtless goodly mountains, 
but what ore they to Bessy Bell and Mary Gray ! Surely no Staunton 
boy, coining home from his wanderings, ever fails to look oat for the 
old familiar hill*, and to hail them at first sight with feelings akin to 
rapture. 

It wa* once currently reported that Bessy Bell and Mary Gray 
were young girl* murdered near Staunton by the Indian*; but there 
is no foundathm for the story. The names arc of Scottish origin. Ac¬ 
cording to the tradition, Mary Gray's father wa* laird of Lednoch, and 
Bessy Ikdl's of Ritivaid. An intimate friendship existed between the 
girls, and while Bessy was on a visit to Mary Gray, in 1645, the 
plague broke out in the neighborhood. To escape the pestilence, they 
built a bower, near Lednoch House, and lived there for some time. 
But the plague raging with great fury, they caught it from a youug 
man who was in love with both of them, and who had brought them 
their food. They died tn their bower, and were buried near the river 
Almond, hutf a mile from the house of Lcdnoch. which is seven miles 
northwest from Perth. Their sad fate became ihc*ubject of a ballad, 
which commenced thus: 

O Bessy Bell and Mary Gray! 

They were twa honaie losses — 

They higgit a bower on yon barn-brae, 

An* thcckit it ower wi* rashes. 

They tbcckit it over wi* rallies green, 

They happit it round wi' heather ; 

But the pest cam* frae the hurrows-toun, 

An* slew them baith thcgithcr. 
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The remainder has been lost, except the concluding; stanxa : 

They thought to lie in Methven Kirk, 

Beside their gentle kin ; 

But they maun lie in Dronach hangh. 

And beak forwent the *in. 

0 Betsy Bell and Mary Gray 
They were twa bon nit lasses— 

They bigglt a bower on yon burn-brae, 

An* thcckit it ower wi* rashes, 

Allan Ramsey s ballad on the same subject is a modern produc¬ 
tion. lie adopted only the first four lines of the old ballad, and ap¬ 
pended to them a new song of his own, which, instead of lamenting 
the fate of the M bounie lasses.’* celebrated the witcheries of their 
charms. Thus: 

O Betsy Bell and Mury Gray, 

They are twa bonny lasses, 

They higg’d a bower on you burn-brac. 

And theekftl it o'er wi* mbes. 

Fair Boty Bell, I !oo*d yestreen, 

And thought I ne’er could alter; 

But Mary Gray'* twa pawky e’en, 

They gar my fnney falter. 

Now Bessy's hair's like a lint-tap ; 

She smiles like a May morning. 

When Phoebus starts frae Thetis' lap. 

The hills with rays adorning: 

White i» her neck, saft is her hand. 

Her waist and feet’s fu' genty, 

With ilka grace she can command. 

Her Ups, O wow! they *re dainty. 

And Mary‘a lock* are like a craw, 

Her eves like diamonds glances ; 

She's ay nae clean, red up and brew. 

She kills whene’er she dances ; 

Blyth as a kid, with wit at will, 

She blooming, tight, and tall ia; 

And guides her air* sac groeefn' still, 

O Jove t she’s like thy Pallas. 

Dear Bessy Bell and Mary Gray, 

Yc unco 6air oppress U3 ; 

Our fancies jee between you twae. 

Yc are sic bonny lasses ; 

Wae's me ! for baith I cntina get, 

To a tie by law we're stinted ; 

Then I'll draw cuts, and take my fate. 

And bo with am* contented. 
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When a new proprietor took possession of Lednoch, about the 
year 1781, a heap of stones, almost covered with thorns and briers, 
was shown to him as the burial place of Bessy Bell and Mary Gray. 
He r e moved all the rubbish, made up the grave double, planted dow¬ 
ering shrubs around it, and enclosed the spot with a wall, in which he 
fixed n stone, bearing in engraved letters the names of Bessy Bell and 
Mary Gray. 

These names were carried from Scotland to Ireland, and applied 
to two mountains iu County Tyrone, near the town of Omagh ; and by 
our Scotch-Irish ancestors they were brought to the Valley of 
Virginia.* 



The old Irish name of Be«)’ Bell mountain was 
the mountain of the elder. The Scotch who settled in the neighbor- 


As introductory to the following lines, written in his youth by 
the Rev. James A. Waddell, D. D., wc state for the information of 
readers not acquainted with the locality, that the Western Lunatic 
Asylum is at the western base of Bessy Bell, and the Institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind is on a neighboring knoll, in full 
view ; 


TO BESSY BELL 


Now lleesv Bell, why should you swell, 

With such a towering air ? 

Why thus look down on all the town, 

Ami frown upon the fair ? 

'TU true, you're tall, but that's not all— 

You're ugly, big. and bold ; 

You're bald and bare, ami some e'en dare 
To whisper you are old. 

Griuly old maid, you're much decayed 
(My pencil shall not flatter). 

And one may guess, your style of dress 
Can never mend the matter. 

Your taste prefers a a/ and spmrs 
To all the forms of fashion. 

And you most own a heart of §Ume t 
Insensible of passion. 

• Other early settlers in this region called another hill Betsy Dell, showing 
how they cherished the aiaoeiati ons of their former Ilfs In the old country. This 
hill is in Bath cotmty, on the Cowpasture river, about a mile below Windy Cove , 
church. It is said that the Indian name for the bcsuilfbl Cowpasturc waa 
Wallawhatoola. 
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Bat, deal- Alisa Bell, the Muse muit tell 
Your virgin boa»L anil pride— 

Mow minds that roam find health and home, 
Ami welcome by your side. 

Beaton beguiled, like a lo*t child. 

By Fancy's false pretences, 

Upon your lap just takes a nap, 

And wakes up in her aettfet. 

The Deaf and Blind have found you kind, 
The Dumb, too, apeak your praiaes ; 

The weather-wise neglect the skies 
To watch your varying phases. 

All, all, speak well of you, Miss Bell; 

Nature her favor shows, 

Washing your face with earliest grace 
And spanning thee with bows. 


Now, Bessy, sure, you'll frown no more. 

Siuce lovers are not few ; 

At least you'll smile at mom n while. 
When Sol begins to woo. 


And I>»y grown old* with tints of gold. 
Perhaps may light thy face ; 

And silvery Night may crown thy height 
With ornaments of grace. 


THK COURT-HOUSES OF AUGUSTA COUNTY. 

The dates inscribed on the corner stone of the present court-house 
(1745, 1835, and 1901), imply that there have been only three court¬ 
house buildings, whereas there have been five, as follow's : 

1 st. A log house built by William Beverley, the patentee of the 
land, in 1745. This was a rude structure, and stood till 1788, having 
been fitted up for a dwelling, in 1755. 

and. Another log house, near the former, projected in 1752, but 
not finished till 1755. It is presumed that this house was more 
commodious than the first; at any rate it had a chimney and fire 
place. 

3rd. A stone house two stories high, completed in the Fall of 
1789, and used till 1836. 

4th. A brick house with wings for clerks' offices, etc., and state¬ 
ly columns in frout, but not architecturally correct; begun in January, 
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1835. and first occupied in June, 1S36. Taken down in 1900 to make 
way for the present building. 

5U1. The present court-house. completed in the fall of 1901. 

The dates are 1745, 1755. 17S9, 1836 and 1901. 

ft may not tic out of place here to mention several errors in the 
inscription on the tablet erected in the present court-room, by the 
•‘Daughters of the American Revolution.** 

Col. John Lewis is styled, #> Presiding Justice.'* No such office, 
however, was known to the law. Col. Lewis was one of Ji persons 
appointed Justices of the Peace, in 1745, and there was no legal dis¬ 
tinction between them. He was senior, in respect to the order of 
name* in the commission, except James Patton. Col. Puttoii was 
first named in the " Commission of the Peace ;*' but having been ap¬ 
pointed High Sheriff, he did not sit as a member of the court for some 
time 

Thomas Lewis is styled M Colonial Surveyor,” whereas he was 
County Surveyor. 

Moreo v e r , it would be inferred from the inscription that Gabriel 
Jones was the fir*t ** King s Attorney ; *' but John Nicholas was the 
first lawyer appointed by the colonial government " to transact his 
Majesty's affairs in this county.** He, however, resigned at April 
court. 1746. Gabriel Jones was then rreommended by the court for 
the office, and, being appointed, qualified at May term, 1746. Mr. 
Nicholas never resided in the county. 


Villages in Augusta County.—I t would be interesting to 

know the origin of the names of the many small towns and villages in 
Augusta county ; but with the exception of five or six, no one living can 
tell by whom and why the names were applied. Of course, Waynes- 
Iximtigh was called for Gen. Anthony Wayne, and Greenville for Gen. ^ 
Nathaniel Greene. Many Augusta people n er v ed under Generals 
Wayne and Greene in the Revolutionary war. and it was natural that 
towns should be called for them. Middlcbrook was doubtless so called 
because it is on, or near, the ridge dividing the waters of the Potomac 
from those of James river. Thc^e is also no mystery as to the names 
• Churchvillc, Craigaville and Deerfield. But in regard to the remain¬ 
ing names, we are entirely in the dark. We have Ml. Solon. Mt. 
Sidney, Mt. Meridian, New Hope, Springhill. Moscow, Parnassus, 
etc., etc.,—by whom and why were these hamlet* so called? The 
prefix Mount (nil in the northern part of the county), was no doubt an 
importation from the old country, as it is common in the north of Ire¬ 
land. It is strange that we have not an Indian name in the county. 
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TEAVB13 ABOUT BOMB. 

The most interesting part of Augusta county. In some respects, is 
the strip of country extending from the iron bridge across Middle 
river, on the Staunton and ChurchviHe road, up the river to the 
mouth of Buffalo Branch, and up that stream and Dry Branch to their 
respective sources. Middle river is throughout its whole extent in 
Augusta. From its head spring, near Sbemariah church, to its 
tnouth, near Mount Meridian, is only about thirty-five miles; but the 
length of the stream, in its meander lugs, is not far short of a hundred 
tuiles. Beginning as a mountain rill, it broadens as it goes, and to¬ 
wards its mouth becomes a wide and beautiful river. 

On the west side uf the river, a little beyond the bridge, on the 
Dudley farm, is what remains of an ancient artificial mound. It has 
been plowed over for many years, and is now nearly leveled. Human 
bones, pipes and stone arrow-heads have often been turned up. It is 
supposed that, before the arrival of white people in the Valley, a bat¬ 
tle between Indians occurred at the spot, and that the slain were buried 
there. 

Going up stream from the bridge referred to, for about two miles, 
the road crosses the river seven times. This region is thickly settled, 
farm houses being close together on both sides of the river. At 
several points cliffs arise from the margin of the channel, making the 
scene picturesque and specially attractive. In one of these cliffs, 
probably fifty feet from the base and about twenty-five feet from the 
top, there is a hole which looks like the entrance to a cavern. Of 
course n story has been invented to fit the hole. It is related that in 
early times, when Indians were about, a white man on horseback was 
pursued by savages, and dashing up to the top of the cliff, concealed 
himself in the hole, while his horse pitched over and was killed. An 
inspection of the place, however, shows conclusively that the incident 
as related could not have occurred. 

But not far west of the cliff, on the north side of the river, the 
lost massacre by Indians in the county took place. As supposed, it 
was on what has been known of late years as the Geediug farm, that 
John Trimble was killed, in October. 1764, his dwelling burnt, and 
his son and stepdaughter taken prisoners. A mile or more farther 
westward stood then, us now, on the south side of the river, a stone 
> house called the “Old Fort,” or ** Old Keller House,” which was 
used in time of danger as a place of refuge by the people around. 
Why the Trimbles did not repair to this house is not known. At that 
very time, it is believed, the younger children of Alexander Crawford 
were sheltered there, and thus escaped the slaughter which befell 

I their |>arents at their home. The older part of the stone house is in a 
state of dilapidation, the gable end having fallen out, but the rafters 
and other timbers are as sound as they were a hundred and twenty-five 
years ago. 

The stone house stands in a bend of Middle river, which, coming 
from the south, there turns abruptly to the cast. Just at the bend 
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Buffalo Branch empties into the river. At any time when seen by the 
writer, it was a misnomer to call the former a branch or stream, as the 
bed was "dry as a bone." The broad channel, however, was full of 
well-worn river stones, and evidently a bold current flowed there at 
times. Rising in the Great North Mountain chain, at the foot of 
Elliott's Knob, the stream, fed by wiutcr rain* and melted snows in 
spring, flows through Buffalo Gap to join Middle River. For some 
eight months in the year the channel U full, and the water often rag¬ 
ing, but during the summer and early fail it is usually dry as de¬ 
scribed. 

A short distance weal of the mouth of Buffalo Branch this stream 
is joined by Dry Branch The latter rises in the Little North Moun¬ 
tain range, north of Buffalo Gap, and for a part of the year is a torrent, 
but dries up in summer, as the former docs. 

Buffalo Branch and Dry Branch come together on land lately 
owned by Alexander B. Ligiiincr. where Thomas Gardiner lived in 
1764, when he wan killers! by Indians. South of this point, and quite | 
near, is the highly improved farm of Theodore F. Shuey. And just I ^ 
there is. the most licautiful mountain view to be found in the county.1 
Buffalo Gap is seen in the southwest, a few miles off, the Little North' 

Mountain opened down to its base, am! beyond the cleft Elliott's Knabf 
towers up to the cloud*. 

The excursionist, proceeding along the channel of Dry Branch , .h/ 
westward to near the foot of Little North Mountain, will come to the j f IL?T 
sjiot where Alexander Crawford and his wife were massacred in 1764. 
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Presbyterian church at Staunton, 403. Smith, Colonel Jumt-s L.. 94,107, 144. 222. 


> 


Products of county in 1766-'75, 218. 
Profane swearers punished, 68. 
Psalmody, 342. 

arger. Michael, 418, ^ ^ 

{Quakers ordered io Staunton, 238. 

Radicals and Conservatives, 318. 
Ramsey, Jamci, 339. 

Rankin, Captain Thomas. 278. 

Read, Colonel Clement, 188. 

Regular soldiers, opposition to, 247. 
Religious liberty, 804. 

Rennick. Joshua, 165. 20L 
Rcnnick, Robert, killed. 164. 

Rennick. Mrs, captured. etc., 104, 201. 


Smith, Captain, Abraham, 160. 
Smith, Captain Thomas, 358, 281. 
Smith family, 160. 

Smyth, Rev. Adam, 216-7. 

Snow storm of 1857. 448. 

Sorghum molasses* 498. 

Southall, James C., 518. 

Soldiers' tamilies, 278. 

Soldiers naked in 1781. 800. 

South Carolina cavalry, 478. 

*ain John C., 880. *90t 
iters the Valley, 18. 
iu* county* 27. 

-x+u v. l)f., 4 
Spies capur<N4j. 996, 298. 

Staunton, hatiAqfttfon of. 64. 


Republican Farmer newspaper, 882, 404. Staunton laid oil, incorporated, 166. 
Road, first in Valley. 37. Staunton in 17b7 3-lU^Uii 1808, 383; in. 

Road to Woods' Cap. 45. 1833, 421. tSj $ vfti < „ 

Road to Greenbrier, 274. Staunton, Hti'dhtfS'CqaiL 

Roades family raided, 218. Staunton Ac-ulcmT; 4S4, ^ 

Robinson, Beverley. 20. St. Clair, Alexander,'1 i6; 95* if/ . 

Rohm aim. George. 52. Stevenson, John, 39. 

Robinson, Rev,, arrested for preaching, Stage conches. 886* 424. *,► n mt -m 


63. 

Robertson, James, H22, 

Robertson. William. 245, 266. 
Robertson. Major Alexander. 271. 
Rockbridge County, 964 
Rockbridge men at Guilford. 382. 
Rockingham Cramty, 255. * l ~ 1 r 
Rochefancault in Staunton, 350. 
Row, John D„ 461. 

Running the blockade. 478. 

Ryan, Joseph N., 


Staly'a HjU, 858. 

Steele, Lieutenant James, 


w 
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Sabbath breaking, 39. 68. 

Sail cloth, manufacture of. 251. 
Sailing. John, 23. 

Salt, 461, 463, 497, 500, 

Sandy Creek expedition. 187. 
Scalawags, 584. 

Scholl, Peter. 47, 53 
Schools for girls, 4:18. 

Scott. Rev. Archibald, 374. 
Scott, Robert and John, 39. 
Scottxville turnpike, 386. 

^ Selim, the Algerine, 901, 204. 


Steele, David, at Guilford, 

Steele, John, 314. .5f4 

Steele, Captain Samuel, 398. 

Stony Point. 904 
Stover* Jacob, 22. 

Stone church* 51. 

Strosburg, battle of, 499. 

Storm in 1750, 73. 

Stocks, first use of, 58, 

Stuart, A. H. H.. 487. 445. 456, 509, 519. 
528. 

Stunrt, Judge Archibald, 887, 840. 85L 
875. 417. 

Stuart. Captain Archibald, 394. 

Stuart, Major Alexander, 282. 

Stuart, David* 138, 146. —, 

Stuart. Col John. 168. 75 

Stuart. Rev. S. D., 498. 

Stuart, William D., 505. 

Stuart family, 366. 

Sterrett,. Franklin T. # 460, 456* 

Sugar, price of. *467. 
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Ssrmtilrr of General Lee, 501. Waddell, Edward L., 497. 

Swoope. Jacob, *37, *73. Ml Waddell, Rev. Dr. James, 165. fie, HO, 

Symr. Captain John, 847. 331. 2». Ml 885- 

Waddell. Dr. J. Alexander. 456, 485. 

Tate, CajfUtn Janie*. MO, Wl. Waddell. Lyttelton. Sr., 4M, 444. 

Tate. Will tain M„ 456, 502. Waddell. Lyttelton. Jr M 400. 

Tate family, Oil. Waddell, L. R. 498. 

Tart ton coming. 2V4. 007. Wagoner* of Augusta, 405. 

Tavern ratrt in 1800, 575. Walker, James A*, 005. 

Taverns in 1808, 428. Wallace, Captain Andrew. 286. 

Taxes in kiml, in 1785. 500. Wallace, Caleb, 27. 

Taxes, petitioned for, 41k War of 1812, 369, JU»0. 

Taylor, Zachary, tnvern-krej»er, 37. War of Secession, 454, 

Thompson, Rev, M„ preaches tn county, Warwick, Jacob. 270. 1152. 

3U. .Washington's visit of inspection. 118. 

Thompson, Hugh, 52. Wa-Hbiugtoo scolded hy Dinwiddle, 145. 

Thompson, Juflge L. I*., 414,514, 515. Watersunply, 430. 

Thompson. Smith, 250, 418. Wayne, Gcnerai, at Stour Not, 246,846. 

Thorntoae CmirtefV, 445. Wayne tavern, burnt, 136 

Timber Ridge meeting-house, 42. Wavt. John. Sr„ ITS. 

Tinkling Spring, trustees, 40 W edding s in county, 424, 

TRhaWe* in 1747, 42 ; in 1756. 1«. Weld, Isaac, in Staunton. 424. 

Todd, Rev. John, 7*. West AnguaU. 251. 

Todd. Lieutenant James. 894. y^'otcra Lunatic Asylum, 411. 

Toleration of I>i^atrrs, 47. ^ West Virginia ftrsf heard of, 502, 

Tories in county, 274. .^Whipping-post, 74. 

Tories in Hardy county, 205, ^ Whitley. Col. William. MS. 

Tragedy in Rockingham, 148. Whiakey insurrection, 147, 

Treaties with Indians, 88. Wheat, price of, 405. 

Williams, Rev. William. 81. 

Wil son, David, 2t». 

Will, the first recorded, 58. 

Willson, Colonel John. 41, 

Wilson, Rev. William, 218, 8312. 

Wilson family, 128, 173, 176 
Williamson, Captain Rolirrt, 378. 
Wilderness road to Kentucky, 818^ 
William*, Alexander, 250. » \l . y\ 

WUpert, John David, 74. |Y* 1 * 

Winchester. battle of, 497. 

Woods. Michael. 27. 

Woods, Richard, 58, 

United States Courts. 425. Wolf beads, 68. 

Union men arrested, 442. Woolen manufacture. 428. 

Women nursing mldiers. 441. 

Wounded soldiers. 477, 4KJL 
Wren. A. D.. 422. 

Wright, Lieutenant William. 102-8. 

Young. Robert. 39. 

Young's fort, 147. 


Trimble, John, 18. 

Trimble, James, 53. 

Trimble, John, killed, 178. 
Trimble, CaptuA James, 358 
Trimble, Mrs Margaret, 815, 818 
Trimble family, 17*. 

Trout, N. K., 430. 610, 514. 
Tunkcr church, 843. 

Tffckahocv 27, 44*1. 

Turtt. Rudolph, 456. 


Valley Railroud, 414. 528. 
Valley tom take, 415. 
Vanmeter. John and Uaac, 28 
Vestrymen. 58. 59. 74. 

Vestry ili«olit<!, 214, 272. 
Vasa Fort. 115. 114. 

Waddell, Dr. A , 428.432. 
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